GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 48
TO BE ANSWERED ON 02.12.2021

Action to control pollution
48*  SHRI HARNATH SINGH YADAV:

Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that India is one of the top polluted countries in the world;

(b) if so, Government’s response thereto;

(c) whether Government is aware that citizens are subjected to poor air quality and are
inhaling very hazardous levels of polluted air in many metropolitan cities, especially
in Delhi; and

(d) if so, the details thereof and the action being taken by Government to control
pollution?

ANSWER

MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
(SHRI BHUPENDER YADAY)

(a) to(d) A Statementis laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT REFEERED TO IN REPLY TO PARAS (a) TO (d) OF THE RAJYA
SABHA STARRED QUESTION NO. 48 FOR 02.12.2021 REGARDING “ACTION TO
CONTROL POLLUTION” RAISED BYSHRI HARNATH SINGH YADAY,
HON’BLE M.P.

(a) and (b): There is no established mechanism for ranking the countries in terms of pollution.
The government is aware that several private institutions and universities are ranking cities
adopting different methodologies, different data sets and different weightages to parameters.
The data used for ranking is extracted primarily from satellite imageries, which is not
validated by proper ground truthing. On the basis of monitoring of air quality, 124 Non-
Attainment Cities (NACs) cities have been identified in the country based on exceedance of
annual National Ambient Air Quality Standards with respect to any one of the notified
parameters consecutively for five years.

(c):  Ambient air quality data in 96 cities showed a decreasing trend of PM10 whereas 36
cities showed an increasing trend of PM10 concentration in 2020-2021 as compared to 2019-
2020. 18 cities were found to be within the prescribed National Ambient Air Quality
Standard (PM10 less than 60 pg/m3) in 2019-20 which has increased to 27 in year 2020-21.
In the year 2020, in Delhi, the number of ‘Good’, ‘Satisfactory’ and ‘Moderate’ days
increased to 227 against 108 in 2016.

(d):  The Government has taken several steps to control and minimize air pollution from

various sources in the country, which inter alia include:

Vehicular Emission

= Leapfrogging from BS-IV to BS-VI norms for fuel and vehicles since April, 2020.

= Network of metro rails for public transport are enhanced and more cities are covered.

= Development of Expressway and Highways are also reducing the fuel consumption and
pollution.

= Eastern Peripheral Expressway & Western Peripheral Expressway have been
operationalised to divert non destined traffic from Delhi.

= Ban on 10-year-old diesel vehicles and 15-year-old vehicles in Delhi NCR.

= Environment protection charges (EPC) have been imposed on diesel vehicles with engine
capacity of 2000cc and above in Delhi NCR.

= Introduction of cleaner/alternate fuels like CNG, LPG, ethanol blending in petrol.

= Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Electric Vehicles (FAME) -2 scheme has been
rolled out.

* Permit requirement for electric vehicles has been exempted.

= Promotion of public transport and improvements in roads and building of more bridges to
ease congestion on roads.

Industrial Emission

= Stringent emission norms for Coal based Thermal Power Plants (TPPs).

= Ban on use of pet coke and furnace oil in NCR with restricted use of pet coke in cement
plants, lime kilns and calcium carbide manufacturing units.

= Shifting of industrial units to PNG.

= Installation of online continuous emission monitoring devices in highly polluting
industries.

= Shifting of brick kilns to zig-zag technology for reduction of pollution

Air Pollution due to dust and burning of waste

= Notifications of 6 waste management rules covering solid waste, plastic waste, e-waste,
bio-medical waste, C&D waste and hazardous waste.
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Setting up infrastructure such as waste processing plants.
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) for plastic and e-waste management.
Ban on burning of biomass/garbage.

Crop ResidueManagement

Under Central Sector Scheme on ‘Promotion of Agricultural Mechanization for in-situ
management of Crop Residue in the States of Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and NCT of
Delhi’, agricultural machines and equipment for in-situ crop residue management are
promoted with 50% subsidy to the individual farmers and 80% subsidy for establishment
of Custom Hiring Centres.

Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable Transportation (SATAT) has been launched
as an initiative to set up Compressed Bio-Gas (CBG) production plants and make CBG
available in the market for use in automotive fuels.

Monitoring of Ambient Air Quality

Expansion of air quality monitoring network of manual as well as continuous monitoring
stations under programmes such as National Air Monitoring Programme (NAMP).
Initiation of pilot projects to assess alternate ambient monitoring technologies such as
low-cost sensors and satellite-based monitoring.

Implementation of Air Quality Early Warning System for Delhi, Kanpur and Lucknow.
The system provides alerts for taking timely actions.

Public Complaints regarding air pollution issues in Delhi NCR are taken through ‘Sameer
App’, ‘Emails’(Aircomplaints.cpcb@gov.in) and ‘Social Media Networks’ (Facebook
and Twitter).

Monitoring implementation of NCAP

Government has launched National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) as a national level
strategy to reduce air pollution levels across the country. City Specific Clean Air Action
Plans have been prepared and rolled out forimplementation in132 non-attainment and
million plus cities.

X 375.44 crores have been sanctioned to non-attainment cities under NCAP for initiating
actions such as expansion of monitoring network, construction and demolition waste
management facilities, non-motorised transport infrastructure, green buffers, mechanical
street sweepers, composting units etc.

As per the Fifteenth Finance commission recommendations 34400 crores have been
released in the Budget of FY 2020-21 to tackle the burgeoning problem of air pollution
for 42 urban centres with a million-plus population. Further, an amount of 312,139 crores
has been allocated for improvement of air quality for the award period FY 2021-26.

City Specific Action Plans for improvement of air quality has been prepared and
approved for implementation.

Implementation of the city specific action plans are regularly monitored by Committees at
Central and State level namely Steering Committee, Monitoring Committee and
Implementation Committee.

PRANA a portal for monitoring implementation of NCAP has been launched.
skskok
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& YR W A A 124 3GATH I 0Tdcdl (Al HeAHe A arel AT S ggare
HERY
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AEsT (60ug/m® & T PMy) & IR urs oY S T&ar av 2020-21 & dee 27 d&
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YOIl THT W FHRATS Hel & T AdATdelr SIRT Fr B

o fioeh TR & 9 WGV & Al & HOYU H o ReRd @l vow, S
(Aircpmplaints.cpcb@gov.in) 3R @Rrer BT Fecahad (hHgh IR TfER) &
HEIH & & ST Bl

TIEITH & FRTaIT T IR

o WHR A U N A Y UiV & T H HAl el & [T U TR H1 Wl &
A T TS ag FRHA (THHTD) qE fRAr g1 Y ARse Faes ag s
ST TR &1 318 § 3R 132 3aA=h arg qurdear 3R 10 o & & amér
ey 2t 7 Frfleaae 3 A H S B

o UAHIU & TEd HaARS arg I0Tdcal dled A I fAINEN Feas #T faedroT,
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2 g i Area: AreR, 31ST HETRI ¥ a1g UguYl Bl Aehe o uR f&T wexien
T ST RB1 2l ...(CqauTe)... SHD] I BRI HRET! AR qT81 I [het arelr gaii
2l...(CaTHTeT)...

SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL: Sir, please. ...(Interruptions)...

st Suaumfa: ¥ I BT, l(*lhl.vl...@ﬁ?ﬂ?-l’)... You have already spoken.
...(Interruptions)... Please. ...(Interruptions)...

7 =TI e A1ea: 91 Uyl & BRUT S YR[-UIEHT BT STae HhTHY Il ST R8T
gl...cgaure).. H AT HA S ST 9redn § 6 R o REn e
qrelt STextell 1191, U a1 9111 9 et daret U 4 gih faat & foy a1 aRarR o
VT PIg dhfcdd FavdT [aeRid o+ R f9uR {6t 2. caaum)... 59 grae 4
AT U B T8I IR BT &b WY H b (o1 STQ? ... (cqaeneT)...

#1 YU I1ed: STFHTIRT S, AT TSR 7 Ueb 95 He<d Y0l (97 G+ P HH Xl
gl ...(SFFHTT)... BR7 I8 791 2 fh S I IR 9971 1% 8, S9d! 4 39 fawy iR v
1 B! AMNSY...(CFAYTRA)... RiTP T8 8H FG &b ST A <1 g7l f[qud &

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: This is Question Hour. ...(Interruptions)... It is very important.
...(Interruptions)... Please, this is Question Hour. ...(Interruptions)... MY Hg %-\r, I will

put it to the hon. Chairman. ...(Interruptions)... Please, you are a senior Member.
...(Interruptions)...

2 U= F1Ed: A1 G | U9 Y81 & b ARPR S §RT a8+ &b Igul 3R b
- Sl SNRD Igu0 &, ..(CFaue).. IS9P Y 1 IUY fHy S I3
S l...caaume)... § A AT B g8 AT arg (6 d09-4 J S199-6 & 10 T H
SRIATH [T ST, $9d [Ty TRBR gRT BRATs DI Ol R8I &l...cgaena)... Ta%1, A=
IERI H AT VA & fIRaR & foIw SRaTs &) ST RET 2. (caaemsT)... TR, faoel! ¥ o iR
I8 SITGT UGUUT & 3HR ¥ URIHN BIgd IR IR YIS BTgd g1 1T &, Sl fuel
consumption 1 EIC A RITTH TSI 81 D AI-BI-A1Y faoell H S ATl IR Sl SIofel
Bhed B, TP W TR # ufadford fham am Bl..saaum)... STel d& Sienfire
Ugyu o1 fawg &, 91 FfTed ©u 9 91 Sid 9% IHd R Wicd T, ...(egaum).. 375

stringent emission & SII norms &, STb] AXBR & FIRT AR [HAT TAT B ...(eqa4T=)... 39
91 BT Hicaregd 9 a7 S Y81 8 fb TR o ° S e shrsal 8, SO
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Groel & §RT SITGT 991 BT SYANT Bl1...(SFaUTeT)... IRBR §RT TAHIRIR o4 H 39
g1 BT W T fhar <17 %87 © b S 89RT SS-9gT SET 8, S9H zig-zag technology T

SUANT BT STY|...Eaaeme)... SYGHIUNT Sfl, ar8d Uguol 3R &9 gy Bl oldhv
HARBR R [T HRIGH (Y I T2 B...@FaHe)... TS TR 4R 4l arg ugur & forg
132 BT UR AR I DY WATYAT Y TS Bl...(Caaum=)... IID] AT HIP 39
YR HIRIGH & A (BT ST IET &l ...(SFaqUTeT)... BTSN HHIZE & §RT Ul IR SR
IR F! BRI BYY DI T AT BTAT BT SUTL] HTS T8 B

st 3uwsmufa: HEHIY B g Sff Yhs Afemell | (caaune)... 980 Hscdyqul
HaTel-<Tq7d 81 g &l 3™ m%‘..(mm)... Please. ...(Interruptions)...

st gty AT I1ea: FEIey, favd 91d 9uf § WRGR gRT <9 MR | ISR XSTHR] 98
&1 BT I8 ol A T I8T &1 ..(STUTEA)... I T I ISTHTIT &b 11 3R ol
31X 37fe T JAMBR dTel TIE T BT BT AR B [S@Ts dl gl ...(cFaum)... H
A AT ST 1 Arean g 6 R 7ot TRy 9 IR IS 1 i 81 I8 B,
T 1T A TSI & ST AR TS T A JERIYU BRI DI FT ABR A Dlg B

ST AR BT 8?7 . (cFaeme)... AS &, dl I Yol faaror R g?

A a0+, Fre@: T RIS & (3BT 3R STHT Sl B 8, 98 S YRas FA1ed

BT Bl ...(cFaqYTe)... ST8f IR IS ST g9 8, 3R 39H fhddt Y TR &1 forest
STHIE BT diversion gIdl %\r, SIRSRSER %IK’ compensatory afforestation fop T SIT JET B

. (cTaUT)... AfHT § IT I F9 A BEAT AR [ TSI ST Dl authority & GIRT
I8 ST fha1 <11 381 2 3R ffead wu & S Ar-g 9ew 1 g4 331 2, 98 iR g

Ty & foam S| L (eTaTe). .

o Jee (31) . ge@ ®er): H 7§36 Sl gen arg 6 3 R highly-
polluted cities &, I AT biucd SIS &, a8 de facell 81, Pldda &1, Jwg Bl
...(FU)... IRBR Bl HUSH Bl de-centralize HIAT TSI AT TS IG SIS DY ST 200
yearsaheadiﬁﬁlﬁﬁplanaﬁgﬁ%,s@ﬂﬁﬁﬁ?mﬁ?gmﬁmw
TS ...(FAY)... IRAT TS godl TIT, SA-SA1 &dT B’ T8 BT ool &1 2|
..(TAI)... § AT ST A o1 arsdl § b 1 59 339 WR Dl Ul ({1 ar @ 872
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A sdeg ATET: WX, < b G IS Bl TIR FGIIc] Bl AR AR B STl B
...(STGT)... BH 132 &% Bl AR H forar 8 iR 39 avE g9+ AR &l 379+
HATAT BT Sl 99 9Icd 8, "PRANA", ITH SIIST Wl 2 ...(Fag™)... TR 9Ieged &
ST index %ﬁf %\;, I9H gases & SN g9 parameters Ygd %, STH BHA Ud standard dd
foraT B, 9P 89 critical & 3fgR I B ...(IET)... I8 TR AH] d)Idhl | T TR
GT2 BIIhH &b T8d BINATg Bl STl Bl ...(FALH)... Capacity building @1 €t 4,
strengthening Pl et I 3R emission aﬁaﬁqwﬁ%ﬁﬁmaﬂwaﬁm SUTY W NI
Y, I N BT A 21 ...(FIIH)... S KR IR SHH] BRILA BT TSI [t
ST 81 ... (TGLH).. ..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No point of order in Question Hour. ...(Interruptions)... No point
of order, please. ...(Interruptions)...

At sdew g ool faAl HeRTSE, 7eg y<er, T, ToiRTd 1541 BI Teb &7 BRI
goTs T 81 ...(aM)... 39 X < H 39 831 BRIRITATAT P AT | 132 TR Bl
AR 0T BT FER Bl €S H BRIHH DI AR TSi A AN [HIT ST . .(FGEH). ...

SHRI ANAND SHARMA: Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, the intent of point of order....
(Interruptions)...

AN IgEHfA:  JAGTAT e UHT S, Question Hour JEI', it is not entertained.

...(Interruptions)... The House is not in order. ...(Interruptions)... Please. ...(Interruptions)...
Shri V. Vijayasai Reddy, put your question. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI ANAND SHARMA: Sir, ... ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: Sir, Andhra Pradesh is the home for several Buddhist sites
located in Visakhapatnam, Amravati and Nagarjunakonda. ... (Interruptions)... 1 would like to
know from the Minister as to what steps are being taken for promotion, maintenance and
development of these sites. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, I have been asking for the point of order from the beginning.
...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Point of order in Question Hour.... ... (Interruptions)... Please,
please. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, one minute. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Let me... ... (Interruptions)... Please. ...(Interruptions)... Go
back to your seats. ... (Interruptions)... Go back to your seats. ...(Interruptions)...
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Y 3% AgT: WX, Wi AP 3SX IS dTell DI ol Yo TSR § 3771 =AMLY 3R
Y ¥ie IR ST AMSYL.....(FGLH).... ST AU A R 81 8, d @ige 3t SR 9
el 3T WD Bl ...(FILM)....

s IgmeTafa: A =< Sl (L), ..
SHRIJOHN BRITTAS: Sir, Rule 256. ...(Interruptions)... Rule 256. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. John Brittas, Question Hour & 318 ¥ & no point of order.
Please. ...(Interruptions)... No point of order. ...(Interruptions)... No, I will come to that.

FATT IHTAT H 3T AR § Ta1Se 316 T Adl gl g Please. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, it is my right. Please. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please. ...(Interruptions)... Shri Surendra Singh Nagar,
supplementary question. ...(Interruptions)...

Nt Fleg R aPR: STAUTIL weiqy, § A9 H301 o | ST @redl g fb saR o
DI IS TR ST Wiy &, W AR I Sl TTAIR H &, I6] Yleger | fha]
HEIGYA AR &7 H 87 ... (FAUM)... T IRHR TTAIRR &7 H S AR Bict
IS UTaR ST XTI WicH ©, 39d! 9 %8 H hac d3d & IR H [JgR $HI I8! 8 31ar
S T W™ 31T RE €, S IR P o & IR H Bl [TaR SR IE 82 ... (AILH). ..

A 30+, FTEa: AR, TSR H JERYR Bl B WIiC a8 (BIT AT S ... (FaEH)... 34
B9 AN 4 39 919 Bl fhar § o 398 I WA &1 WA fhar Sy, <ifd St
TTRAIRIR & 3TN lel Wicd &, g8l UR GITaRvl & [l bl bsls A o fhar 11 2|
oo (TAYT)...

it sqgHTafa: Uh B9e, Ue fFe... (Sad ).. .

THE LEADER OF OPPOSITION (SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE): Sir, I am sorry, I am
troubling you and I don't want to take much of your time. H 3MUHT SATGT AT Ta] o1 argdl

g oRe </ | W1 89 $© I Y@ TTed o, oifd fhdl avis 4...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please. ...(Interruptions)...
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At AfCTHIST @WY: &H U 91 G 9T o, oAb fbedl avie & a8 Retae fbar
T, IHP q18 H i el (ST TATI TS §7HAR FGh] el &, FHI AT 39 4R ==l
e Bl .. (FIIM). ..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. ...(Interruptions)... (CAQETeT)...

st AfPTFE @@ IR 30 W Fdl & g Ma-de RFeE TE < a1 9%
(FAT). ..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. ...(Interruptions)... Question No. 49.

N AFSHAHIS GI: Tl B YIS B §Y AIDIATSC BRd &1 ... (FAUM). ..

(At this stage, some hon. Members left the Chamber)

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Question No. 49. Shri K.R.N. Rajeshkumar.
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