170 Message from [RAJTYA SABHA] Lok Sabha

Although India has the largest nutritional programmes in the world, there is
something wrong in the implementation of the mid-day meal and the Integrated Child
Development Schemes.

Seventy-five per cent of Indian children, below 3, suffer from iron deficiency and
over 50 per cent from vitamin A. Both the 1993 National Nutrition Policy and the 1995
National Plan of Action for Nutrition recommended food fortification as a long-term
cost effective strategy to bring down the high malnutrition rates. However, apart from
the legislation on iodised salt, no other measure has been contemplated in the last thirty
years to fortify food with essential micronutrients.

This crucial requirement of a balanced diet continues to be ignored by our planners.
For instance, little thought has been given to the crucial aspect of fortifying food and
children served through the mid-day meals and the ICDS. It would cost a mere two paise
extra to fortify the food with essential micronutrients, like, Vitamin A and iron. This is a
request to the Government to urgently address this very serious problem, which will
otherwise affect future human resource.
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MESSAGE FROM LOK SABHA

The State Bank of India (Amendment) Bill, 2007

SECRETARY-GENERAL: Sir, I have to report to the House the following message
received from the Lok Sabha, signed by the Secretary-General of the Lok Sabha:



