GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT OF SCHOOL EDUCATION AND LITERACY

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1948
TO BE ANSWERED ON 15.12.2021

Loss of education of children due to COVID-19

1948. Dr. Vikas Mahatme:
Will the Minister of EDUCATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has conducted any survey to determine the loss of education of children
due to COVID-19, if so, the details thereof: and

(b) whether Government has formulated any policy to provide short courses to children to
reintegrate them with school curriculum, if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
(SMT. ANNPURNA DEVI)

(a) & (b) Education being in the concurrent list of the Constitution, majority of the schools and
colleges are under the domain of respective State and UT Governments. The National
Achievement Survey (NAS) was conducted on 12.11.2021 in 717 districts of the country to assess
learning levels of sampled children of grades 3, 5, 8 and 10.

With a view of addressing the issues related to gaps and/or loss of learning among students,
during and after the lockdown, National Council of Education Research & Training (NCERT) has
prepared ‘Alternative Academic Calendar’ which 1s a Week-wise plan for grades 1 to 12 and has
been developed in three languages. It consists of interesting activities and challenges related to
topics/themes in the syllabus. It maps the topics/themes with the learning outcomes & facilitates
teachers/parents to assess the progress in students’ learning in a variety of ways. Also links for e-
resources have been provided for those learners who have access to the internet. NCERT has also
developed bridge course for out-of-school children including lots of activities which are helpful for
bridging the learning gaps across classes 1-8 and the States/UTs have also been requested to
prepare and implement School Readiness Module/Bridge Course in classrooms for initial one or
two months for each grade. Once school reopens, the grade related syllabus should be undertaken
only after the bridge course is completed, so that students can adjust to the changed school
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environment and do not feel the stress or being left out, especially students who did not have
access to alternate means of education.

The Department of School Education and Literacy vide letter dated 4th May, 2021 has
shared a comprehensive Covid Action plan with States/UTs and other stakeholders for mitigating
the loss of learning. Bridge Course Modules have been developed for bridging the learning gaps of
Out of School Children studying in Special Training Centers (STC) under the provision of RTE
Act, 2009. Vidya Pravesh has been launched for class 1st students. This is a play preparation 3
months program which prepare students for school through playschools. This scheme aims at
spreading the concept of playschools to the remotest parts of the country. It aims to ensure that no
student is deprived of education.
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