GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF CIVIL AVIATION
Rajya Sabha
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. : 1608
TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 13th December 2021

TRAVELLERS BROUGHT BACK TO INDIA UNDER VANDE
BHARAT

1608. SMT KANTA KARDAM
Will the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to state:-

(a) whether a special drive had been started under Vande Bharat
Mission (VBM) for safe return of Indian citizens stranded abroad during

Covid-19 pandemic;

(b) if so, the number of Indian's brought back under VBM and the
countries from where they have been brought back from; and

(c) the amount of funds spent by Government in this regard?

ANSWER

Minister of State in the Ministry of CIVIL AVIATION  (GEN.
(DR) V. K. SINGH (RETD))

(a) and (b) During the global Covid-19 pandemic, the Government of
India has undertaken the Vande Bharat Mission for safe return of
Indian citizens stranded abroad and also to facilitate travel of
passengers between India and various parts of the world.

As on 31.10.2021, more than 2,17,000 flights have been operated
under Vande Bharat Mission and over 1.83 crore passengers have been

facilitated.

86



(c) The operations under Vande Bharat Mission were commercial
operations by the airlines and air fares were paid by passengers. The
Ministry of Civil Aviation has not provided any subsidy/grant for the

Vande Bharat Mission.
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