
 GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF COAL 

RAJYA SABHA 
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2431 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 20/12/2021 

Underground mines allotted to Mahanadi Coalfields Limited 

2431   Shri Prasanna Acharya: 

Will the Minister of Coal be pleased to state: 

(a) the underground mines allotted to Mahanadi Coalfields Limited for mining and number of

them which are already closed after completion of mining;

(b) the number of empty mines, where sand stowing work has been completed and the mines

which are still vacant causing serious environmental and other problems; and

(c) whether it is a fact that the Handidhua mine and the Deulabera mine closed since long, are

yet to be filled with sand stowing?

ANSWER 

MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS, COAL AND MINES 
(SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI)  

 (a): The underground coal mines under Mahanadi Coalfields Limited, are as under - 

 Orient Mine no. 1&2

 Hirakhand Bundia Mine

 Orient Mine no. 3

 Orient Mine no. 4

 Rampur Colliery

 Nandira Colliery

 Talcher Colliery

 Handidhua Colliery

 Deulbera Colliery &

 Natraj Colliery

    No mines has been closed after completion of mining; however, 07 mines are 

abandoned/discontinued w.r.t. coal extraction. 

(b):  Sand stowing is not compulsorily required in all underground mines. However, it is 

required only in the portion of mines where depillaring with stowing/stabilization is needed 

as per the guidelines of Director General of Mines Safety (DGMS), the appropriate regulatory 

authority. DGMS has identified some areas in Deulbera Colliery & Handidhua Colliery 

where it was advised to undertake the said work and the work is under progress. 
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(c): Coal extraction is discontinued in Handidhua & Deulbera Colliery since 1998 & 2006 

respectively. The approach to Deulbera underground workings is ceased, having no access 

presently whereas a limited part of Handidhua underground workings is approachable. As per 

the direction of DGMS, sand stowing work is being carried out at identified zones of 

Deulbera & Handidhua Colliery to ensure the safety of the area. The sand stowing works in 

these mines are expected to be completed within three to five years, subject to clearance of 

hindrances and availability of land. 

 *** 
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