
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE 

 

RAJYA SABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2656 
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FREE MEDICINES TO POOR, EWS, SCs AND STs 

 

2656.   SMT. KANTA KARDAM: 

 

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state: 

 

(a) whether Government has any plan to provide free medicines to the poor and 

Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) of the society, Scheduled Castes (SCs) and 

Scheduled Tribes (STs); 

(b) if so, the details of medicines purchased for the said purpose during the last three years 

and current year; and 

(c) whether Government has made any arrangement in this regard with the States, if so, 

the details thereof? 

 

 

ANSWER 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY 

WELFARE 

(DR. BHARATI PRAVIN PAWAR) 

 

(a) to (c): 

Public Health and Hospitals” is a State subject, the primary responsibility of ensuring 

availability of healthcare facilities including medicines lies with respective State/UT 

Governments.  

To ensure availability of essential drugs and reduce the Out of Pocket Expenditure (OOPE) of 

the patients visiting the public health facilities, Government has rolled out the Free Drugs 

Service Initiative (FDSI) under National Health Mission (NHM). 

Under this, financial support is provided to States / UTs for provision of medical equipment 

and free essential medicines in public health facilities based on the requirements posted by 

them in their Programme Implementation Plans (PIPs) within their overall resource envelope. 

This support includes for strengthening/setting up robust systems of procurement, quality 
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assurance mechanism, warehousing, prescription audit, grievance redressal, dissemination of 

Standard Treatment Guidelines, and IT backed supply chain management systems like Drugs 

and Vaccines Distribution Management Systems (DVDMS). The financial support provided to 

States/UTs under NHM for the three years and current year is at Annexure.  

DVDMS is a web-based Supply Chain Management System that deals in purchase, supply, 

distribution and inventory management of various drugs, sutures, surgical and consumable 

items. It has an in-built provision of monitoring and checking the availability of medicine at all 

facilities at district and state level. DVDMS links various Regional/ District Drug Warehouses 

(DWH), District Hospitals (DH), their sub stores like Community Health Centres (CHC) and 

Primary Health Centres (PHC). Moreover, it has the functionality for distribution of drugs to 

patients, thus enabling tracking of consumption till last mile.  

All States/ UTs have reported that they have notified this policy to provide free essential 

medicines in public health facilities. Based on the National List of Essential Medicines, the 

indicative numbers of drugs/formulations to be provided at facilities is -  District Hospitals - 

544, Community Health Centres – 455, Primary Health Centres -285/ Health & Wellness 

Centre PHC- 172 and Sub-centres – 57/Health & Wellness Centre SHC-105. However, the 

States have the flexibility to add more drugs/formulations. Hence the Essential Drugs List 

(EDL) of States varies from State to State. Ayushman Bharat- Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 

Yojana (AB-PMJAY) treatment is inclusive of free drugs. 

Further, with a vision to provide quality medicines at an affordable rate to the common man 

especially the poor, the Government of India has operationalized Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya 

Janaushadhi Kendras (PMBJKs) in 36 State/UTs covering all districts across the country.  

Government of India has also come up with a novel initiative of a network of retail pharmacies 

– AMRIT (Affordable Medicines and Reliable Implants for Treatment) across the country 

with the objective to reduce the out-of-pocket expenditure especially through pharmacies, make 

all drugs, implants, surgical, disposables available and accessible, at highly affordable prices. 
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Annexure 

 

Financial support provided to States/UTs under Free Drugs Service Initiatives under 

NHM 

 

 (Rs in crore) 

FY 
Total Approvals 

Cash Grants under NHM 
Kind Grants 

Total 

 

2018-19 3350.94 2546.44 5897.38 

2019-20 4347.25 2559.98  6,907.23  

2020-21 5334.17 3393.49  8,727.66  

2021-22 5937.24 2198.80 8,136.04 
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