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Concern over frequent accidents in Ordnance Depots

SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA (Rajasthan): Sir, I rise to commend the attention
of this House to the recent destruction of one of the biggest ordnance depots in
J and K and subsequent accident in the Jabalpur Ordnance Factory. These accidents
have not only caused collateral loss of life and property, but large amount of vital
ordnance was also destroyed. By one estimate, the forces have lost ordnance worth
Rs.1200 crores in such accidents that have taken place with disturbing frequency
since the year 2000. Such accidents do affect the combat preparedness of our forces.
The strategic significance of such accidents should be examined in context of the
unstable political situation in our neighbourhood. It must be recalled that similar
accidents took place in Rajasthan during the mobilization of forces for Operation
Parakram. The coincidence is conspicuous and gives rise to the apprehension that
our ordnance factories, depots and supply lines can become vulnerable at critical
times. I seek that the Government should. replenish the loss expeditiously so that the
combat preparedness is not hampered. The Government should make an enquiry of
such accidents involving the intelligence and security agencies and inform the
Parliament of the steps to sécure and sanitize ordnance supply lines and depots.
Further, the ordnance factories and depots must be modernized to avoid short
circuits. Personnel handling ordnance should strictly adhere to safety measures.
Most of the ordnance is kept exposed in open space. DRDO must be asked to build
fire-resistant ordnance storage shelters. Technology must be developed to dispose
of old and sensitive ammunition.

Concern over leakage of examination papers in the country
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