GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
DEPARTMENT OF ATOMIC ENERGY
RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO.*50
TO BE ANSWERED ON 02.12.2021

REDUCED BUDGETARY ALLOCATION FOR ATOMIC ENERGY PROJECTS

*50. Shri Sambhaji Chhatrapati:
Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(@) whether the reduced capital expenditure for the Atomic Energy sector during
2021-22 is likely to affect a number of ongoing important projects;

(b) if so, the details of projects likely to get affected; and

(c) the steps Government proposes to take to ensure that the ongoing projects do
not get adversely affected due to shortfall in budgetary allocation?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR PERSONNEL, PUBLIC GRIEVANCES &
PENSIONS AND PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE (DR. JITENDRA SINGH):

(a)to(c) A statement is placed on the Table of the House.
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Government of India
Department of Atomic Energy

STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO RAJYA SABHA STARRED
QUESTION NO. *50 DUE FOR ANSWER ON 02.12.2021 BY SHRI SAMBHAJI
CHHATRAPATI REGARDING REDUCED BUDGETARY ALLOCATION ON
ATOMIC ENERGY PROJECTS

(@ No, Sir. The Budget proposed by DAE for Capital expenditure during 2021-
22 was Rs.17,796.24 crore and approved BE 2021-22 for Capital Expenditure
is Rs.11,403.20 Crore. There is a shortfall of Rs. 6393.04 crore. However, it
is brought out that due to Covid-19 Pandemic, the situation had not
completely normalised at Project sites till the first half of 2021-22. Therefore,
no major adverse impact is anticipated on the progress of various ongoing

projects.

(b)  Not applicable in view of reply at (a) above.

(c) No additional requirement of funds is anticipated during the year 2021-22.
Re-allocation between the Projects would be made by reviewing their priority

and completion status, for projects requiring additional funds.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Any supplementaries?

SHRI SUJEET KUMAR: Sir, I wish to know from the Government which are the foreign
companies that are helping us in construction of our nuclear reactors and also which are the
companies that are supplying essential equipments for the nuclear plants, and is there any China
angle to it because of national security?

DR. JITENDRA SINGH: As far as foreign collaboration is concerned, wherever it is done, all
the safeguards are in place. We have an Atomic Energy Regulatory Board, which lays down
certain parameters, guidelines and advisories, and at the same time, we also follow the
international guidelines. It is not only one part or one angle or one country, which you are
referring to, but, other aspects are also taken into consideration. So, the plants are very secure
and all the safeguards are in place. This is the reason that during Covid pandemic also, the
generation of plants did not suffer to the extent that has been anticipated. If you see, broadly, the
major projects are in collaboration with, as I said in my response to the earlier question, Russia,
France and the U.S.--by a company called Westing House--a Government-linked company.
Primarily, these are the companies. Even in respect of these countries, specifically, safeguards
are taken. It is not that they are taken for granted. From time to time, inspections are done and all
other regulations are also ensured to be put in place.

SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: Sir, for the year 2020-21, the budgetary grant towards capital
expenditure of atomic energy is Rs. 9,345 crore whereas the revised figure is Rs. 5,962 crore.
The hon. Minister, in his earlier answer, said that so many nuclear power projects have been
sanctioned during the current regime. In reality, there is a gap of Rs. 3,383 crore between the
original estimate and the revised estimate. It is an under-spending. May I know the reasons for
the under-utilisation?

DR. JITENDRA SINGH: Sir, I agree with the hon. Member. There has been a shortfall which
happened in all the Ministries and Departments. It is not specific to this Department or Ministry.
It is mostly on account of Covid. In spite of the shortfall, it will not lead to any major adverse
effect as far as power generation is concerned because, as I said, the generation has increased
over the years due to a pro-active involvement of our scientists and workers. Not only that, in
spite of the shortfall in the amount which you mentioned between the Budget allocation and the
approved amount later, NPCIL, which controls the atomic energy plants, has been in a position
to make monetary contributions to the cause of Covid, Rs. 26 crore directly, and, in the form of
CSR, more than Rs. 42 crore. In addition, I would use this opportunity to place on record its
contribution in the times of Covid; it has been miraculous. In fact, Bhabha Atomic Plant, for the
first time, came out with a model of reusing PPE kits at a time when we were short of PPE Kkits.
It also came out with Covid-V, Covid-Vikram. So, in spite of the shortfall, which was anticipated
and which happened in every Department and Ministry, we have been able to cope up with it. |
am sure, in the years to come, this would be made good in the proper sense.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Q. No. 51. The questioner is absent. HTeAai1g HAT ST
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