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The Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Bill, 2007 (Conld.)
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SHRI B.S. GNANADESIKAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | thank you for having given me this
opportuity, Like many other welfare schemes introduced by the UPA Government to
protect the assaults on women and children, this is one more feather in the cap of the UPA,
and, | welcome this step. If our parents and senior citizens are not taken care of by their
children, then, who will take care of them? The children cannot have a place on this earth
because it is a sin. Normally, it is the duty and obligation of the children to take care of their
parents. It is really unfortunate that this country has to enact a law to put a statutory duty
on the sons to protect their parents and also the senior citizens. It is an irony. Sir, as the
Minister in her introductory remarks said, the joint family system is collapsing in this
country. In the advancement of educational pursuit, many children after college studies are
going to foreign countries and many a time they settle down there. The parents and the
senior citizens, whom should be protected, are uncared and unattended. Therefore,
whether in India, or, in foreign country, the obligation to protect and safeguard the elders is
now statutorily protected. In Tamil Nadu, there is a say. When a son went to a rishi and
said that he wants this power and other things, then, rishi said, "Go and behead your
mother's head and bring it; | will give you". The son went and cut mother's head. He was
rushing back to the rishi with the head in his hands. On the way, he slipped. Only head was
there; the mother asked: "My dear son, are you injured?" So, that is the sentiment of the
mother; that is the sentiment of the father; that is the sentiment of the elders, and that is
the sentiment of the parents. Therefore, when that attitude is there, in the changing
scenario in India, due to economic conditions and other factors, most of the time, elders
are languishing in the old-age homes. They do not have money to purchase medicines. If
they go to hospitals, they have to stand in the long queue. If they go to railway station,
there is not provision for them. They have to stand in the queue. They can't match the
physical strength of the youth to get into the compartment, and all these things are there.

Sir, without going into the general aspects, | would like to say that this Bill is to provide
for more effective provisions for the maintenance and welfare of parents, and senior
citizens.
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guaranteed and recognised in the Constitution, Article 39 (1) and article 47 of the Directive
Principles of State Policy mandate the Government to see that adequate means of
livelihood are provided to the citizens and 'the citizens' includes the old parents. In order
to enforce the Directive Principles of State Policy, this Bill has been brought forward. |
congratulate the hon. Minister for the same.

Sir, when | went through certain provisions and clauses of the Bill,one thing for which |
wish to congratualte the drafters of the Bill is that the earning capacity has been made a
criterion, Because, a person may have property but he, or, she may not have an income
from that property. This provision is there in the Insolvency Act also. An insolvent is
considered to be a person depending on how much acre he possesses, and what is the
income he derives from the propety. That is the reason why in clause 4 (1) they say,
"...maintain himself from his own earning, or, out of the property owned by him...".
Therefore, the Bill recognises, even if the property is there, but there is no income, then,
he is bound to be maintained. So, that is one of the best draftings of the clauses; |
congratulate the hon. Minister for the same. The relative of a senior citizen is also bound
to maintain. While a senior citizen is defmed as person above 60 years of age, it is good
that is the defmition clause parents, firther, or, mother are defined irrespective of the age.
That is one of the welcome steps wiiich the Bill provides. Sir, normally, either in the
disposal of cases in the courts, or in passing orders even by the Supreme Court and the
High Court, it takes months together. 1 really, congratualte tlw drafters again because the
case has to be disposed of within 90 days from the date of service of notice; that is a
welcome step. Not only that, with the maintenance orders, within 30 days, amount has to
be deposited. Drafters are conscious of the fact that it should not take more

time and, therefore, the outer limit has been prescribed — in the case of disposal of a
case, it is 90 days, in the case of deposit of money, it is 30 days, Sir, earlier, it was
discretionary, but now it has been mandate for every State Government to make Tribunals
within a period of six months from the date of commencement of this Act. That is another
welcome step. Sir, with regard to the Appellate Tribunal and also the Tribunal, there are
two apprehensions that | have. One is, with regard to the powers conferred on the Sub-
Divisional Magistrate at the lower level and the other is with regard to the power of appeal
conferred on the Officer, not less than the rank of a District Magistrate, namely, Collector.
Sir, the Revenue officials already have several other duties to perform. They not only have
a lot of revenue works, but also if the Minister visits or some Government fimctionary visits
or there are some Government fimctions, they cannot be seen at the office at all. If such is
the condition, | put some questions to myself If a senior citizen goes to the Collector's
office, the Collector won't be there because he will be busy on other duty. | want to know
whether the senior citizen who goes for an enquiry again must come there, wait and then
attend the hearing. This problem may arise if the powers are conferred on the revenue
authorthes. | request the Minister to kindly consider whether this power can be conferred
on any other authority, not necessarily courts, because courts also take their time;
however, in courts there is a fixed time. The courts sit at 10.30, and if the hearing is fixed
with an outer limit, definitely a person can go to the court at a particular time. They can
notify somebody. They can wait and then this case can be disposed of, provided an outer
limit is prescribed. But if it is a revenue official, as | said, with all administrative powers,
then there will be problem. Why | am saying this is because we have seen so many Acts
conferring power on them. The Board of Revenue has been abolished. This power has
been conferred on the commissioners in Tamil Nadu and there are corresponding
provisions in other States. These officials — we can't blame them — have several duties
to perform. Sir, particularly, when we say that a senior citizen should be taken



194 Government [RAJYA SABHA] Bill

care of and protected — and there is a provision in this Bill that they should be given a
special attentionin queues, hospital facilthes, beds, etc., — is it fair on our part to ask the
senior citizens to wait in the Collectorate or the SDO Office for months together or weeks
together? Definitely, they cannot pass the order within a particular period. So, Sir, through
you, | want to bring this problem to the notice of the hon. Minister.

Similarly, while disposing of the application within ninety days and depositing the
maintenance within thirty days, in Clause 16 for filing an appeal, they have prescribed
sixty days and in the proviso, it is said, ‘conferring power on the appellate authority, if there
is a sufficient cause shown, the appeal can be entertained. Here comes the problem.
Once you allow this, there will be problem of filing an appeal after one year, of course, with
a petition to condone the delay, unlike the Rent Control Act, because Section 5 of the
Limitation Act will apply if you fail to restict the period of appeal. You say, sixty days, and
condonation of the appeal can be made, provided for another thirty days. Sir, there are
judgements which say that the Act itself prescribes the condonation period — appeal time
is sixty days, condonation period thirty days, outer Limit ninety days-then more than thirty
days, no authority can have power to condone. Therefore, if that is suitably modified, if the
proviso of Clause 16 is suitably modified to say that 'provided the appellate authority can
condone the delay in filing the appeal within thirty days,' then that is sufficient. | think, that
suggestion can also be taken into consideration, leaving the discretion to the appellate
authority, to take the appeal on file, and giving him power to condone may lead to fiirther
delay. Sir, this is my suggestion.

Sir, providing these old-age homes is one of the welcome steps. | congratulate the
Minister for that. The State Governments must be asked to immediately start these old-
age homes in the districts immediately. That monitoring committee should be formed with
elected representatives and other functionaries, just as we have vigilance committees at
the district level with MPs as Chairmen. 1 am not blaming the NGOs; they are doing a
wonderful job at many places and in many areas. But, at times, this fijnd could also be
misused. Therefore, it would be better if there is a monitoring committee and some kind of
a vigilance committee so that the money intended for the old and the parents reaches
them.

Sir, one of the salient features of this Bill is Clause 23. Normally, a dispute arises in a
family over property. The sons try to impress upon, or coerce, or even threaten, parents to
give away the property which they possess and then he gets a settlement. Clause 23(1) is
a very novel step where the obligation to provide maintenance to parents is attached with
the property. Even if the parents gift the property in favour of the son or anybody else, the
obligation shall run along with the property. That is a wonderful idea. The obligation is
there if a person receives property by way of gift or settlement. If the fails to honour that
commitment, fails to honour the obligation, fails to maintain the parents or senior citizens,
then the gift will become null and void because it will really amount to fraud for getting that
property. This is a very novel section and | really appreciate it.

Then, there is Clause 22(2) which provides that the State Government shall prescribe a
comprehensive action plan for providing protection of the life and property of senior
citizens. Through Standing Committees and other such bodies, even though many letters
are written to the State governments, most of them do not reply. Therefore, it would be
better if the Minister calls for a meeting of all the concerned Ministers of the States and
have a time-bound programme because caring for and attending to the senior citizens of
the country is
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the foremost duty of the State Governments and the Central Government. Therefore,
unless we take the initiative, it would just be another law in the Statute Book, and without
proper enforcement, it won't help the beneficiaries. Some push and involvement is
required here. We have to associate and involve ourselves for the successful
implementation of all the legislations passed in this august House. We bring in many
laws and we try to protect every section of the society. We try to bring in many statutes to
see to it that the beneficiaries are really benefited. But, unfortunately, because of various
factors in this country, because of various impediments, court cases and several other
things, the intended beneficiaries are not able to get the benefits and the law remains
only on the Statute Book. This Act should also not meet the same fate. Therefore, |
would humbly request the hon. Minister, through you. Sir, to see to it that it is
implemented in letter and spirit so that these beneficiaries get the real benefits.

Sir, my friend, Shri Natchiappan, made a suggestion regarding administrative
expenses. That also needs to be worked out. | am sorry to say that many State
Governments receive various ilinds from the Centre but when it comes to spending
them, they say have no money. That should not be the case. They say that the
Parliament makes a law, the Parliament asks them to create tribunals, the Parliament
asks them to pay money but, ultimately, when the question of spending comes, they say
they have no money. Therefore, the administrative expenses must also be taken care of
in this scheme of things.

Finally, this Government, under the leadership of Dr. Manmohan Singh and guided by
our leader Soniaji, has brought various measures in the last three-and-a-half years. They
always think about weaker sections, women and, now, the old people. Sir, this
Government must also see to it that the efforts of Government make a difference in
every nook and comer in this country. If that has to happen, not only the Ministers
concerned but also all the Members of Parliament and State Legislatures, Chairmen of
local bodies including Panchayats, must put their heads together to see to it that the
benefits provided in these laws reach the people. Sir, there is a proverb which | learnt
when | was in college which is 'Respect grey hair, especially yours'. Sir, this Bill is for
respecting old, aged, parents and senior citizens” particularly 'yours'.
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ITP] B UV PR &, BH ST aR0T 921 BRI O | $9 < H 1 9 BT AR AT T SN 349 FHAR Pl
IR o, ST W) T8I Sl B BT B fhar § | 3ot IR Wit e 75 & f s ST i &
RE S % 2, % afera™, T iR qUwRT & RN 89 37751 81 a9 Ugd © o dlll F <21 3l
G PR & ToIY, IHBT I=1d B &b oY 3R &4 IgH-foRa™ & oy, g9l o areel AmR®
M & g QR Sfies o H, QT H, ORI H Y@ TEDR AT 3D BSOS HEDR... AR Haal
safe 6 &9 oW 9, S8 QR Sia9R &4 51 | 9813, 317oT Jediehrur & aed mg® g
ST Sfia el €, S &b BIROT EH S 9 57 R BT MY & 31T S B 3hrerd o forg, I o §ufd &
IG-IWE@ & 7Y, S & @Ry & fofg §9 & SF1 9e+1 4 I8 fa99d I IR P 991 S 8 |
HEIGY, WYt URAR T T8T € 3R -31ToT RaR BICT BIT ST 8T 7, Sfia el 98 &1 T | 31T Sia
<Iefl T S T WY ©, 9 & fa1d & e 39 81 T € 131R o1 foreht afch @l prad el ©
5 a& Rfrax RIS 37 3 w1ar- e &1 wre o8 6 |

IUFHTEIE ST, ST AR 31 SN 59 9e1 @1 98l U #= R8T 1 | d1 =i Hel &
A T H I H 7.6 PIIS AN GIFRR RIS a1 9 € 31 o1 arel 999 , a¥ 2026 3 99 3
3MMETEY 17.3 BRI & SGA | Gl aRerfy & # 9 S FgA a7 o <& 2, S99 Ui § 1 wHeH o
PRATE |

IY[IEIE ST, TS 9 g TR RIEISI &1 il I8 TR 2, 3R =1el A I8 il H A &
3R 7T’ § STET ¥, 7Sy, IS TEIAR1 I S Il §47 €, 99 aoig 3 Ex] B I8 IR SIeT
3R Tiat % & & | F w1 g o w1t #, et 60 aut # S werfy 9 o+t anfy off, ag mH i S W €
3171 Y gt TR €, <ifer bR off wria # AR ARl SR ARy 9t E |

TEIgd, 39 g § yrag € 6 S &) 9ufd @ S@vTe Rl 39 ey § agaven € &
3R 5 AR RIS @1 g7 a1 g3 781 € ofR g TR € Sl {6 afid & omeR ) aRw
AFIRE B} TTet-3rere Hufd U BT HR & 3R SId 98 I YT 81 Sl 8, & U1 I8 S § 3y &
o5 Fufct firem & 3o a1 918 98 TRER S9a! RRRTRAT 9, I9 & I 9 8 ol 8, offd
S BIA P GIRT S ARIER UR S B S8R B AT S 37T I H [ TR BT JE 8 T)
I8 39 U B U &1 EHER Tal a1 |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. RJ. KURIEN): Please, Conclude it now.

) w5 {PeIR 1S4 : HBIGY, 9 BT & T80 JETaRe] 85 & 38 &, Sl T forel §
U BT | BTl STa! e H fAwIR 81, <ffdhet =1 w1 w201 St 9 3iR 99 & #arera 9 e
2 T TART <21 950 997 © iR SI1{% SBi o1 39 92 H 50 9 7.6 PIIS Ig, WTaR RS a1
S AT & AN § | ST 31T S I 8 §1 32 8, S H $ddl 150 AT &4 af fhr 9 @t
T gs AT A U FARIT BT FHTETT B4 Bl 2 TR, WRT e I8 & fob 3 il 81y ol forel
H T 32 €, 52 o 5l B1e e & smar aar Ry 6 S g8 ar e 337, e a=ai 9
ITPT TST VIR IET & A TR MY THell b U S8 qaTGl, Tl I & ST | He |

S0 Ta] b T, H Y : SAlaS BURT STIAT qRT T @eh R §U T Il AT DRl
g 1 e |
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Mr. Sen, Shri Eicanath K. Thaicur has

to go to attend a meeting. So he requested to speak. Let him speak for five minutes.
Please take only five minutes.

SHRI EKANATH K. THAKUR (Maharashtra): Sir, | will take four minutes. Sir, | am
obliged to you for this opportunity. Sir, | have to attend a committee meeting, and
therefore, | requested for your special gesture.
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3.00pP.m

,Sir, | join the House in congratulating the hon. Minister and the Government of India on
bringing forth this Bill which will enable our fraternity, parents and others, to live well in
their advanced age.

Sir, it is Unfortunate, as my other colleagues have said, that we have to enact a law to
bring to the notice of our young generation what should have been very obvious. |
particularly feel very pained that a situation should come in this country called India,
which has a great heritage, that we have to tell our younger generation to look after their
parents.

| am not saying this because | am looking after my parents. Because | am an orphan
and lost both my mother and father before the age of two. And right from age of seven
onwards, | had been working as a shop boy for 9-10 years and then came up in life. If |
had a mother and father | would have probably spoken on this very much because | know
what mothers and fathers do for their children. | did not have that benefit, but | still believe
in that.

In a progressive State like Maharashtra, | see great destitution all around and in cthes
like Mumbai and Pune, young men disowning their parents. There is a popular drama in
my area where a young person introduces to his girlfriend his father as a servant because
he does not look that good and is in advanced age. This is a real fragedy of our life and
we have to accept the tragedy as it is. And that is why the Bard of Avon, Shakespeare,
went on record to say that one of the greatest evils of this world is man's ingratitude to
man.

Sir, the demographic profile is on a continuous change and by 2010 we may have
more than 150 million people or 15 crore people beyond the age of 60 and longevity is
ever increasing. Longevity in African countries is around 55-60. In the Asian countries, the
life span is in the range of 60-65. In European countries, it is about 75. In Japan, today,
people live the longest. And all over the world, women live, on an average, five years
longer than men. Therefore, mothers are likely to live longer than fathers and therefore
one has to have a provision for the old age. And just as in the Japanese society, the
children and grandchildren take care of their parents and grand-parents, we in our society
must encourage oyr children and grand-children to take care of their parents and grand-
parents.

This problem has come because of the western values and mainly because of the
failure of our education system. Sir, in my opinion, education is a trinity. Education is a
trinity of three H: it is the head, the heart and the hand. Our current education only
influences the head, it does not influence the heart and the hand. With that, we do not
have the generosity of a good heart, and we do not have the generosity of a good hand.
Unless we reform the education system and really bring the qualthes of 3H, along with
head, the influences of the generosity of the heart and generosity of the hand, this kind of
laws will have to come. | think, we have to create the situation by education where our
children learn to respect their parents and consider it their bounden duty to look after
them. Sir, | will finish within a minute. While we are castigating our young generation, we
cannot paint the entire young generation vwth a black brush. More than 95 per cent of
them take care of their parents and grand parents, and of the remaining 5 per cent who
are ungratefiil, the filial loyalty is not there, the filial gratitude is not there; of those 5 per
cent who do not look after their parents, even there, the record of the daughters is better
than the sons. Some psychologists and sociologists have to go into this phenomenon why
sons of the remaining 5 per cent, who do not look after their parents, are more ungratefiil
than daughters. Therefore, 1 think, we have to have laws which favour daughters more
than the sons. (Time bell) | am concluding. Sir. This law is good enough. But, the hon.
Minister, Shrimati Meira Kumar, is here, and she has
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a very wide social canvas. | will try to tell her that over a period of time, this law only will
not be enough. You have to come forward with a law for those children, a penal law for
those children, who make fortunes out of the misfortunes of their parents. Please think of
this. rhank you so much.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Mr. Tarlochan Singh, | can allow you
with the consent of others. There are others also. Take four to five minutes. On that
condition, | am agreeing.

SHRI TARLOCHAN SINGH (Haryana): | will take less than that.

TR, Senior Citizens Bill IR 31TST 98 81 X1 & | 39 AR IR I8 4T AT © b 8T8 H o9 BIRH BIell
g, 1 89 senior citizen BT & BIRH 1T 8, NI A7 &, 9 9T8% @l S © | Senior Citizens Bill BT Bl
ENEEHEREET

TR, § eI g, ST 571 T fPRIR argd S 7 o J1en €, IRBR B Q41 [ Bl S T8l
off, ARG 3 DT I 9T W8T § | U8 IRER BI IR € 6 a8 senior citizen BT &I I |
UE TP welfare state T, TSR ST A1 oI, f% 98 I8 Sl AR #34 #LIGaT 984 experienced T,
Foreign Ministryﬁ“ﬁ?_ﬁ?f%, WWWW%&WW%W@W%, BTH senior citizen
aﬁﬁnﬁgﬁmﬁlmmaﬁmﬁaﬁﬁﬂ | Communist countries ﬁﬁa@mw%@@%ﬁ
2 T senior citizen & fIU WR®R responsible &, 8T senior citizen?ﬁﬁfrqwg?@wé?ﬁ% | 3 T8
{1 UT PR B9 UP TS fIuT WS! R S, Ul &1 ATSC] 9% 81 P! & | 60 Il 4 89 I8 achieve
forar € fp oot 59 3T & SR U= | IR, TS I8 < & SI8l W parents b AR P g18 ff 8F STbT
HTg BRI 8, ITD! YOIl PR & fob d ST8i Al 8, RATHT STHT Well DX | TS A9 ART g1 &b A1
I8 1 AT < 2 B | gan onft Y weeht © o S 7 oot WY RIa W9 $8 SR 8, o S9
RITT B TH B F1 36T I8 IR TS 7 T T parents &SI &I Tal 7@ 3R 37T TWBR
HOIGR HRb EHU ST &I BRAGT | AR, 3 (e BT PIg BT el BN | 371 reality § <4 & 54
et 9 foam @l 1 gfe ERf, S A parents T SIS # TG, B SDM @ Haet & I18% STHT
TSI BN SR HeM o6 Gt 3771 B & |

U et = arelt 781 & | 911 31 © {6 8 senior citizen P ol $© &1 @18d € 1 3FR U
AT E, T OGN Ga 79T urforefl ATY | $74S o1 Y ST [T 317t &, ¥ senior citizen BT TRH BT
ﬁ?ﬁ%, Wﬁf]‘(’transport free %, medical free %, Wallowanceﬁl?ﬂ'[%, TE allowance B Yt ST
2, 3% 95 91 U © | I8 W 81 S SH | B b JfaeT 1 &1 | I8 B8 <1 b PR 7 9 971
o, &R Rt gt 81 18, 9§ 9wt ¢ f& 399 BIs Woll 781 81dT, Sl misuse BT 8 | 399 U
VAT FATST  — organization, 398 NGO’s T T Y 31 71T, foh T 9} 1TUh behalf TR ST Hhd & | U8l
oft 3o oS et 9TQ & <1<t W11 | 991G 2, T STahT 1 BT §, Dowry Act &1 fBa=T misuse 1
BT &, fhe ok U3 et €, il ot v 2% 72 € 1 8 9 ore & o forg s o, fdsT R
BT & foIY BT SRATA BT TET 2 |

g gl S ) €, 98 UIHe H § | TH U g2l Bl HRYE dl RIIel 32 8, 8 science and
technology T primary cIassﬁW@%,ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ%Wﬂwwmg,ﬂ%’qﬁﬁ@'ﬂ%%I
19 89 ged 9, A1 I8 RaRaan ST o1 3 g7l @l Sovid ) HRN 5, THT-UHT a1t oft {6 parents
%ﬁaﬁﬁﬂ%m@ﬁ%lmmﬂwllabusﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁ Imﬁmodemisem-m,
T B S 3 A oY, T T T ) A E, I8 HEa 5 89 ST B competition § ST I8 B 133
DI S TWURTG &, ITD! BIIH I@T & Y parents BT goutd 1 Ggil iR T8 11 g 9 o
Edl
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%,Fﬁ’ﬂ?ﬁﬁ% Iﬂ%’ﬁmiﬁﬁﬁ,ﬂ?wﬁhardly one per cent?lﬁﬂ’ﬂﬁ%,?ﬁ%lﬁparems
BT disown B BT | TERT H IE TR & b husband and wife 1T BTH B &, AT ITH! T &
UTd | $96 foTT 81T senior citizens & club I9T8Y, STH 93 & oY &HITE 9918Y | 51 9 <1 &,
ITh AT TR IE & 6 ITH1 I7h 3 HT | TR 5P forg Jfaen A |

M g a1 foh o 39 oIy &1 331, 919 funds HIF ST ? T TAHHS Haill fh
g TaHT S foTY funds <, fth TIT Agd A IS Tic § 8T 8 2 §A 31T SOl pass
PR &1 e W & WT 39 oy ST 991, T 39S Y old age homes TATY, Hgdl TaHT
B g BIs Rrerl 781 € R 59 % 0 98 &g a1 Rar € | il A arg-arg 81 S %
WREBR 1 & b1 2, AP reality § P o1 TET | M9 AR < & &, TRBR BT | A7 R &
%ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁ?’@ﬁg{’mﬂﬁsemorcmzenséﬁﬂﬁfﬁduty% Wa’s’ﬂ?’fﬂﬁ | g9 dRE
W society & T8 ¥ sections ¥, widows &I &, I RIeRId 8, WXEHR §IHT & W@ §Y 30
BRI BT TS B | 1T 59 (4 D1 S 91a1 2, F A S0 A1 § | 9T |

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN (West Bengal): Sir, | rise to support the Maintenance and
Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Bill, 2007. At the outset, | would definitely admit
that the hon. Minister has taken a commendable stride in bringing this Bill before the
Parliament. At the same time, she has taken up a very challenging, severe and difficult
task because the issue relates to such a problem of the society. It is very difficult to
address that problem only by this legal system. But still a compelling situation needs to be
created, given the serious degeneration of the social values. | would like to bring to the
notice of the House that this task is quite challenging and very difficult because it is a kind
of venture to swim against the current of present day's philosophy of survival of the fittest
being promoted by the market-driven economic policy paradigm. It has got a tremendous
impact on the society and it has gone down to such an extent that one should achieve
success, at any cost, no matter whatever the means, whether it is fair or foul. Even the
parents are being provoked to teach their children in this manner to achieve, at any cost,
success in eminent schools. When this is the general atmosphere, it is but natural that in
the process of dismantling the joint family system and the development of nuclear system,
we are creating a natural condition for our parents and senior citizens who are neglected
by their children and who made their career by sacrificing their old-age benefits.

Itis a very difficult task. | must say, it is a kind of big venture to flow against the current.
| commend the hon. Minister's efforts for bringing this Bill because, in this situation, some
compelling conditions need to be created in the society. That is why this Bill is very much
relevant, at this point of time. | would just try to draw a simile with the labour related
matter. If we only depend on the good wishes and good intentions of the children that they
will take care of their old age parents, | think, in the present day system, it really becomes
a difficult task. Similarly, sometimes, our people in the Government expect that the
employers will themselves comply with the labour laws, so, depend on their good
intentions and give them the advantage of self-certification. It is that kind of a thing. |
particularly commend the hon. Minister because she did not depend on this kind of
uptopian concept and has brought forward this Bill, at least, to create a compelling
atmosphere, compelling situation by which if the Government acts, definitely, the intended
benefit can be delivered, at least, to some extent.

| just would like to point out that only at two places there is a need for reconsideration.
Firstly, after maintenance has been ordered, but that has not been implemented, there is
a scope for making a complaint that that order is not being adhered to, therefore, recovery
be
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made. Here a debarrring provision has been made that after the issuance of the order, as |
can understand from clause 5(8) of the Bill, that from the date of order of maintenance
made by the Tribunal, within three months, you have to file a complaint that this order is
not being achered to, so recovery initiative be taken. For the old-age parents, for senior
citizens. It may be difficult, sometimes, because they will also be in a kind of dilemma
situation whether they should write or make a complaint against their own children. | think,
this debarring period of three months for recovery application that within three months they
have to apply, should be deleted. As and when, they are in a position to make a complaint
for recovery, it should be kept open.

Secondly, | would like to draw your attention to clause 6 (6) about conciliation. Again, |
would like to suggest that please, dont keep this open for conciliation; otherwise;
conciliation is a very good approach when it is between parents and children. But the thing
is, in the present day enforcement machinery, in the present day standard of governance,
it will be implemented by the district level governance or the sub-divisional level
governance. The standards and quality of goverance as it is today, keeping the door open
for conciliation, will tantamount to unnecessary delay and such kind of delay, even the
Tribunal will be compelled to condemn and that delay will be fatal and punitive for the
parents who are to get benefit out of this Bill. Once it comes to the Tribunal, let the
Tribunal make an inquiry. That provison is fljere. On that basis, by hearing both the parties,
the Tribunal can give its judgement. 1 think there should be non scope for conciliation.

The third point is, there is a provision in the Bill for senior citizens or the parents to
make an appeal. After reading the Bill, | am not very sure whether the children are also
entitled to appeal against the maintenance order. | think, in the present legal system, you
just cannot deny the children to make an appeal against the order of the Tribunal.

If we do that, again there will be other encumbrances, which may make this law
redundant. | think that guard is also required to be taken.

In that event, | would like to draw the attention of the hon. Minister that in case children
appeal against the maintenance order passed by the Tribunal, that appeal should not put
the maintenance order in abeyance. So, the maintenance order, once issued, has to be
implemented, no matter even if the children are allowed to appeal against that order. On
that ground, | think there are certain loopholes here, and those have to be taken care of
Sir, | did not move any amendment, but | request the hon. Minister to accommodate these
concerns while framing the rule under this Bill.

SHRI C. PERUMAL (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, | welcome the Maintenance
and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Bill, 2007, with the hope that it will give relief,
at least, to some extent, to the 77 million elderly citizens of our country. Looking at the
conditions prevailing in respect of the senior citizens of the country, we appreciate that the
Govenunent has come out with this Bill.

The present day youth of our society has been taught how to earn huge money, but
they have not learnt how to live with love and sympathy. | think it is the fault of parents,
who are bringing up their children with the sheer target of making them as an engineer, a
doctor, or a superior official, but not with a minimum target of making them humanitarian
persons. Such a situation prevails not only in our country but also even in developed
countries.

Though a National Policy on Older Persons was framed in 1999 and a Plan of Action
had been prepared, this has not been implemented till today. A considerable percentage
of our
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country's 77 million elderly continue to live with insecurity, injustice and abuse. Further the
senior citizen population is expected to go up to 177 million in the next 25 years. Of this
women will constitute 51 per cent.

Almost 30 per cent of our elderly people are subject to some form of abuse or neglect
by their families. Ironically, in spite of this, only one in six of the abused" elderly people
report the injustice. Shockingly, 47.3 per cent of abuse against elders is committed by
adult caregivers, partners or family members, while 48.7 per cent of all abuse cases imply
neglect of an elderly person, abandonment, physical financial or emotional abuse.

According to a recent survey the problems of the elderly can be broadly categorised as
economic, health, disability and social. The most prevalent health problems among the
aged people are related to mental handicap, orthopaedic and ophthalmic problems.
Loneliness, no source of income, and unemployment were also found to be widespread
among those people who live in cthes. In metros, lack of adjustment, no source of
income, non-fulfilment of basic needs and chronic illness are the major problems.

Unemployment, untulfilled basic needs and no source of income were universally
prevalent among senior citizens in all rural and urban areas. At the same time,
orthopaedic and ophthalmic problems are, in addition, very high among the elderly in all
regions. Apart from the social and health problems, there is a threat for their safety and
security. This situation exists mostly in the upper middle class and rich parents whose
child may be working or settled abroad. They are often attacked by unknown culprits and
the attackers' motive is mainly robbery.

Hence | request the Government that there should be a special cell in all city police
stations to deal with security of senior citizens. It must coordinate, monitor and protect the
old age people. The details of senior citizens, who are living alone, shold be kept at every
police station, and the names and details of their servants also should be kept in the
nearest police stations. | requst that this Government should instruct the State
Governments to introduce this system in all the police stations. Neighbourhood watch
schemes, patrolling by policemen, and wireless alarm systems should be introduced by
the local police to prevent robbery and attacks against elderly people while they are alone.

| welcome the proposal of placing legal obligation through this Bill on children and
relatives to maintain the senior citizen or parent in order to enable him to live a normal life.
This obligation should apply to all the Indian citizens, including those living abroad. At the
same time, | request the Government to take necessary steps for formation of old age
home in every district in which sufficient medical facilthes and maintenance should be
provided to those people.

| would like to request the Government that awareness programmes should be created
under this law at the district and township levels about the right of senior citizens to apply
to the tribunal for a monthly allowance from their child when they are unable to maintain
themselves on their own earnings or property. The tribunal, on its own, should initiate the
process on complaint for maintenance without any disparity or delay. | request the
Government to allocate sufficient fund support to State Governments to provide adequate
monthly maintenance allowance to the old-aged people. The State and the Central
Government should understand that the old-aged people were once the tax-payers of this
Government. They were also one; making their contribution for the growth of this country.
Hence, this is the responsibility of the Central Government to provide proper maintenance
to those people.
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It is said that the punishment for not paying them the required monthly allowance shall
be Rs. 5,000, or up to three months imprisonment, or, both. However, Government should
also provide rights to the tribunal to order the concerned department of the State
Government or Central Government to deduct a certain sum from the salary as
maintenance allowance, and such deducted amount should be provided to the parents if
they are abandoned by the employed child.

| feel that the formation of the tribunal under this law will be a source of hope to old
parents in case of being harassed. | found in the Bill that the tribunal will hear out senior
citizens' complaints of neglect, physical injury, mental cruelty, separation from families and
their restoration against their children or others. | would like to urge the Government to
provide that such newly formed tribunals should also hear complaints regarding non-
availability of old-age pension, medical insurance, etc. the time-limit for disposal of
complaints is 90 days. | would like to request the Government to reduce the maximum
time-limit for disposal of complaints to 45 days, since 90 days is too long a period. Also,
the tribunal should ftinction at the district level and annexed with district courts.

Sir, on this occasion, | recollect the names of two leaders, our former Chief Minister,
Dr. M.G. Ramachandran, who had introduced the old age pension scheme in.Tamil Nadu;
and our great and dynamic leader puratchithalaivi Amma, who had implemented it very
well in Tamil Nadu.

1. T 39 Hert (RER) : ggare Suawegs 7816y, § AT 7 7818y §IRT IRd ATdT-
T 3R g AFTRGT BT WROTIIUT FT Hearor fAgH, 2007 BT FHAT BT & forg g+t et o
3R F W1 T § | AIIaR, A1 A1 7elean 7 e Ier ol U |aid # ggravern # off o7 8,
S TP &, IHD IR 3 Tl DI {6 f6d TPR g 811 & 91 7S T SRV IR Il ST 2, SHD!
I B AT €, I IRAR § RRpd 8191 vsd 8, ¥R 9 Faret o faan S € | 59 99 9rai @
It AR HA AT S B § | 99 IRaR W Gt o fadae s ded # e g s |, 89
R Rt i A e @ =3t g8 8 1 S 5 S 9 T o St et 9, S 59 & | faeiwe
2, ST IR ANRGT &) S FRATT &, STX JAT 5T IRDR]T 3R FHT 6 T &1 o) Teermaif v
ANTR®T A 3HDB! Td Bl & | 30D 915 [ATIH BT Fa § SYRRAUT {6 7121 ¥ | Al 997 3 I8 g
B T & 3R Tgt W) 99 wIfal o5 3R & ST W 81 <ET 8 |

ST, ISP 918 F SHBT S FaH $ oIy FAfia 81 S € | SHHT e -uIyv), ST SG9Te,
IqD! TeTS-foraTs, Ty, Rien St Wt 98 oI5 H_al 8 o0 A g &) $91S 4, 99 S & forg
ABTIR BR <1 & AR T [ VAT GHY 37T & ST I8 @1 81 ST, SHBI WY TR 81 STl & Ueb
TR-EX WCH & oy BIS I & SR Tl RAfY o Sl § b et @rmr-di1, 381, WIeed 99 o
T A AT R ¥R 61 € A7 A1 3715 &, WA 1 g 8, I W R FRa1 § | 9l IR 7
ITD! AT BT I §U IT (A8 Fe A IR 61 8 | Ar9aR, freel fami s vgden yare frg
St 3T e w30 € e I8i 9ed # SURRd €, S YR ST 6 g Afhal BT T GHNTR H
U g1 GHRIE fhar o1, § 9 qaRIE § 17 47 | 99P GHRIE § 66N P 3R IR a¥®b e STell
AT, STRAT H+7 STeit &Y, ST o fé Ju1 =il 34 37U §Y WA 39+ -379+ 337 H, 79 -3 a9 A, A1
BT, Y FRPRT H & | I FHARIE A A1 J& F3A1 S 7 7107 9 AARa by | ot # A
YA YATE ST YO Ve AT b S RIS 4 Ugel 1. U, vel. B & 65 a9 d% &I 37 b g4 Bl
HI BYT BT gETaRAT U < &, R 75 BYU 4R ARBR B AR 4 3R 25 TUY 757 PR Bl
SRR A BN A | SHH Ueb T o711 3T AT
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Destitute Adeld FRRIETT | S WHRIE P A0 | 86 STHHRT el fb 33 65 a9 df v+t avR <afdr
IR A1 TUY BRN, F Q1 ) TUU MR IR B IR ¥ 3R 1 4l $UY I IREBR Bl 3R A BT |
I I WRBR AR A1 SATET A S Ahell 8, 99 WX BIs 98+ T2 o7 3R &, 0. vat. Bl & aft
STEE B 81 65 a8 A 1 41, 9. vet. Bidelt & 9t g @1 U ve | e < Sredt, o 91
T IR WWHR Bl AR A iR 3T A1 TYY T AR B IR I & | 31 & 781 fodt it o1 ot
faerar, i 4. 6. va. HBfEeh @ € oiR e @1, 7 wft &1 dve fear sro | weey, 39 sa)
safo ==f o1 f& g1 &1 S oraven 8, RIRY €, SHe! I@d §U YR WRER 7 I8 her fHa1 8 siR
g faar ft S gRvey & I T 8 | He ey, SR Ugel ARG gawert hu) oft 3R g 31T | T8t
JRIERTI WY 4 SAR] APH WE © b 89 G IRAR H ToR-TER B 31T © iR FYad gRaR
9 Al B &I &1, &I 81 TP dbellb il ol I YRT IRAR ST IWHTA BT T | TR Tl el
TRl WP BT EAR I IR BT SHAT AT b &9 1 701 HRPHT & Y 7Y | SARY 70 ATl
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. (T B ). R oY & epr ) I age Sl € | g8y, § il g1 9egd IRl §, S
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PN, ST o B AT o10 ATl -fdT & |19 FIER & | ... (RaeT). ..
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S 81 I SUTET &1, $F T 1 Bed § b I$A B Y eroe ae-3feat & forg T St v €,
SHMERY 4 Gl @1 TAT STHT - 81 8 | 811 &1 & 2 98 g -9 S (Bl B B 18] 8l & |
P Je-afeai @ U B € f STaRew S99 FEd © b IR g9-97fd g9R T forg |1 | Heiey,
319 59 faet # 95 S1<8T YU T © 6 U g ANGRI & HROT-UI0T &1 J1ed SRIAT PR Bl
IR & 3iR e afch/ @bl o1 wRor-u1ver & forg geTsmi o a1 SR & fofg Y udy a1
BT IR T | HEIGY, S ATa-fidr 3 SRl o €, SHal SaeeE! oFR 98 Yg "eqd el oNdl 5,
Al ARBR Bl AU STAG<e] HeGH PR A18Y | $9b g S WY Bl a1 I8, S9 Bl 9,
IAD! T HIAT ALY o Trg 791 A1r-Far ot &1, RI-uiyvr, IRy STfe &1 gl S
TS |

HqEIeY, 99 vy W= e dYell SR, 98 H9 81T, P I8 SAR) AHIfIe Fael &
Qe HEcaqul 3 & | ST fob A1 #3f1 Heteat oe WE off & diR-4R U 891 9 W& &, Sl ave
{ ggI &I F1 W Fedl Off 81 S | ST ST GRafT, Ieh HROT-UINUT, Ih! SIHTe Bl STaraael
I qe-dfedl B &, Sl STa! AR FHRT DR 96 S € | 390b (Y TRBR DI Bl Bl T
AR o T ITH IGHTA B | RIS B FoIq o1 AT 1 1 ALl & | IaTS |

31 IFTERT T1 (SR IQY) : UdIe SUAHIEIE HeIGd | # 37T ST9RI § o 31 J31
i &1 AieT 3T | H ggell aR 991 H a1 81 g | # A1ar-fdr 3iR aRss AR &1 9Ro7-ur9or dorm
FHT fATAF, 2007 TR AU IR 2 F foIQ we1 gan g | w1ar- iy ok aRss ariRes, wrar-fiar sik
% — BH BT W © (P <1 2168 98 Aeeaqul 8 & — Fa, fawy, 72er-9vet, =g, gedt-|dl, i,
IR - FH 9| YA | 39 I KT W Al 98 diedl S FobelT © | F wEe H2A AEean a1
gIare <ol § %
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ITH R I1 I 9N §RT I 8T arn 1 € | I8 AT § oman 197 ol ©, 399 fad
SR BT, 3971 A1 Wl 81fY, S97h1 A1Id el 8, <ifthT ST fohar=aae &3 81T, a8 U= ol fe|mT
&1 feth fae A STATS AT TS | AT AR A G 39 (497 WR dlel &, Br a1 febarral §
2 AfHT T8 S & | ATaR, IUKE IA1 AMRY A7 LT <A1 AM(RY, A6 $HRAT ARG AT &1 AT
IREY i BIg W DI, DIs W S FHS Ugel! 1 S| ANMRY, I AR WIBR HRAT
FIfRY | TEd AT T T 5 ST TS o, WHHR IR 3R T TR ARV IR | AR F-A F q18 8
T Y 5 @IS a1 yap! BRN iR THST § HHIE SN | 3R &9 SIeR0T 78] & §, al §
FHEr & & 7% 95 Fvefas i, sef B | sy e oef e Sige, gaferg get ot e et €
TEell IS & frelt ST 1 FHSIT, THRT SHH! WBR HIAT 8 SR T R0 67 3 a1 § | Bls
BT 5 Rl safth &1 |1 § wea 2, oifp afs woret 8 R 81 511, @ $IS ST 37 SR 2
gl I8 95 g @1 919 § 3% Va1 fadres omar S 38T € | 37T $9E Swa], g4 ol amead ff 81 wET
2 iR sroar i o <=1 € 6 & o Ae- A &Y, Srom ot @ WA B F oY HIS g a0, A
FART Ua7 21 € FRefe 81 T | AR, 9% i 9 W6t 2, eafth 9 9dfia € 1 &R Sitad & a1
W BT © | T A1 TRIR © 3R TRY & fory 1o § |1 89K U 39 3iR AT 3 3fiR AfiTss & fog
SfFEETa® AYNT AMY | fiaeed YT a9 Frerdl &, STa FHIST § WHAT Bl 9Td 81, HIg-dR Bl
TS Afth TER Afth & 1Y i Fa8R B3 81 8, I8 g1 © | 39 9 &1 ih U& & 5ol &,
ATS-FRT AR FHP AT Dlg TART SATS 81 & | HIS-AR B a1, B Afch o9 U1 81 W&T &, I 98
3R UeT 81 2T € | Big 719 U1 81 8T €, BIg 98 d1 R YT 81 R8T & | DI3 fAgT UaT 81 I8
el 8 | 91 39 g 1 |l A1 foran Sy A1 T8 911 SY | $% AR ded 7, 8 | S wfearal
fraReRT & @R 2, 9 Hel fF Sl & 5 el oRell avTer 181 § | AR WifdRi 4 Wi oo Fe1 & fb i
SN AR BT, A fth 819, 98 Sfiad # Fe &7 & fofg TR 3291, Afh ST 3ivet 2, S9d
IR H A B TSI BT T E | 3T I8 HE1 2 (P Sl g9 BT 2, T8 FATT BT SISLS BT & | FAIS
DI I Afth TE e Sssad @fth S ST € | I8 I §¥hR A 741 8 | FAR AN § §R TR 9
a7 21 €, uRaR & UaT 81 €, Fre 9 UaT 81T § 3R WHIST 31 A6 @fth &l Sfevd © | Sfeig
HEIed, H 19D ATEGH I F€ HE1 ATE b FATS H FE1 AR G b 7T HURY JHR PIg B
TET TG 3R A €T G A BIH T | g8 Al b GaR 3 ATARY B, FIBR B AR ABR
TN A B 413 Al Bl 10 B Gehd o | ITd & FHIS BT U G919 BT &, T B dTell $I o,

DY B 8, ARASI Bl FHIT HR el & | TG H FHATS BT b <414 BIT &, T DR+ dTell DI 8,
B DI 8, ARASI DI 8, ARFAAN DI 8, I8 FHI AN S & | G bfeh 1 el Aebell &,
QAP FATS & SR I8 Fe! I IR Tl © | Sl FRIGI, AR A1 #7301 ST § 98 g9ma & 5
I fAgey 1 95 3781 8, S1d ©, olfd 34 Bel 9 Hel, IS 1 BIs, IS 7 IS BHI 5, o W
B SN TG T8I a1 U | H 39 W PIs BHSH e HRAl AT 8, el I8 G ATl § fob od
371 R AT 9, IR ARl & THEBR SN g, 1 Pl STeal STdTd 81 ol & | U1 1 8
5 9 95 9o € | Hga 8T # 90 FS] &1 I8 AIqH 811 a1y 5 Isf So1 one) v wew § 1§
Bl IR ysell dR AT E | § W) G are A1, «ifh G A AT, S a1l 1 861 8, a9 el
BICT 81 7T | H qHeI g o 89 AT fAeReRT 9 93 9, <if oie1 89 ol wa1ef 9 98 Y § | 89 @l
e & =1, afcws waned & 9 1Y €, 3oy &9 O gw € | Set et <&, i et et g, a8
HIH ITET-US d8 T 3711 8, STaf 71 foran S €, 981 THfsi &, are a8 foredt off favmed an g9 @
g | SAfIg AR URie @fth $I =R 98 SFIRGT &1 81 A1 $fear &1 81, AU, e, 7o, R iRk
TR, I S UTE o ATTLIBISI B ST © | ST [RIEM B G1 3718 8, W P qI TS & 3R
B ST, BUST AR AP P I B I8 B | T T3] Dol 8, S 915 q1ob! GRY A1l 377ehl § | I8 a9
eft &1 919 § iR g9 A AT Sft g=rare A 97T 959 el aER © | 6 s § fb I8
IR BRI P & AT 3R ¢ I Bl STve ¢ |
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TR S A1 9e I8 §, T8 W Uh 6Q¥ A © | Al $O HRal T8, @Afth Bl Afthed Har
BIT &, 9% H99T o1 € | 8% afth dell SIQE, it R SS9, 1 ST #99T Il Ol ¥ | 9oy 98
PR T B ST6RA © | T84 31281 § | JAMIP] g=IaTg oo gY f 3= g4 Hiept 3 oiR 49 +ft g
BIRTET B AR Fiem & forg Arew fBan | g=7ar |

PRI friern qers (AM-FRRE) : SuqvTede 7815Y, [a¥ Usal H oTud ATedH 3 H#3ll Sff
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=, e T fy. Tt} 95T T IR IR B, T B I i 31 WY W ¥ 9 ? gREaR
7 Pe & g 2 adie © o gt &l 1 S b 89 @19 2 SR oFR 9 370N 3! Y MY, d
AT 1 FHd B | TR 379 Trefl ¥ FIDT STUT GRS 6 89 B E, FHBT 4T AT, SAfIY 37
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P HRU T &, 59 IR 984 (IR A 791 81 bl 8 | T HRT A1 8, el o7 311, a1
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Iz Ryafier g ge1 € f& SeT-3E] @1 fHRR W Aex 9] 31 I8 (e A ¢ [ I g
TET-31ET 8, WfP AR I8 9% SeT-S1ET 814 §U W) 89 S 'R 9§ (dTem @l a1 avd § SR S¥ &%
TIer! I8 fademg Jr g |

39, 9P 9 99 i |l & g i g, e 9gd TR 9 59 R T4 g8 o, A
BT o1, faaR gor o | 99 WY Sl $o RAmIRE & 78 o), w530 weiean AR fb 999 4 4=
faIRel @1 wmere 599 o foram T €, 1R aR<fdedn 9 © & 9= foran 1€l wan € | s¥iferg 99
et € T g fafe sriarE sarer €, Af 9@t &1 wearor o 81 @ € | 59§ weunT &
eI 9 39 W R g O S@dT § 5 gg1em o ot sud @51 T § | o o enft e S e
AT {5 JETSH BT Hed1 B FT AT H TP U HAT 8, Sl g2 B 39 9ol b oy IRT Bl &
e Hi-qT9 BT T8l W7 WY |

By, § Ud BITT A1 S&TERVI ST ATedT § | RTSIRRATT H TR 1 Yol ST o7 | $rs 41 39
R ¥ 18R BISAT 7o AT | 3R IS BIedl AT A1 S Bl ST AT {6 A 391 71 bl a1 Bls 21 ?
TP IR T81 TR B TST 3R WRBR 7 Heel $H oMY | TR Bl hed HH § 3hgl fhar TRT iR #-
S 3T A, U 7 AT G F Ugg AR A A U TR BT Hed HH H S BB S Rl T |
Mia & i1 TR &, STd S <@ {6 3P A1ed o Al S T Bl S By fan, e’ greq 7 9
STT R f&aT, |RE Ared 7 off e faar ar H off s T Bl S B} a8t STl § | 37T §Teld I8 §
o5 &= g ® Meren 8, bR W) e Tl § ff 7<) € | 3ATST TR B ST aTell BIs 1§ |

3R B GET9M B SRNGTH! AT SrSRNaT ol et faar ar ot it weear 7 9078 &,
I TG Y, 37 Il T H 7R 319 ¥ f7e) # 59-39 a1 §9-3 Fex Wt et <71, 79 W g&i
P HIAR EIF dTell T8I & | SHP IT MTRIHT I8 B b 89 19 gl 3R yRaR # 81 S I |

# fUoel % aul 4 39 &7 § S BT § | STl § JEI5M el Il g, b g&l bl
PR BT PTH BRAT § | 31T ITh WY B TG Bl SR © | WER P G AT &, Afp Mid B
SN gg 2, ST a1 FHE) STer 2, TR STedT 8, Nd STeld & 97 BieT-AIeT $1F $dl € | 39 aar
&1 € o5 AR 979 31 R SHfed THRI 81 TS € A1 R UIRGC B AT | 98 Sb folg gdT18 Arl 8, R
HB € & 379 A1 I8 QU1 8, Al U8 SMUD! I 81 &, UIdT i, 37 AT J8] I3 &1 3R urr off I3-
IO A & T | U AN B HIR & Y o $HH a1 wraen fhar € 2 wrelife sue e o
TN &, TR HSH, AT S TR BT YTae a1 €, 99 U a1 fordt € & ammaes forg errary
H U g 81T 3IR T | 3119 a8t SITGHT <1 U 81T, 8T ST fob 31O agdl a1 B PR T |

3R A, AT AT 37T e BRI 2 T AT T, YT 3T ST, SATST e BRI | I fory
e Rord =181 81 Suered 81 S, 4 S 3 € | 69 iy 7 ot wer o s 399 18 gt T8 Frdperar |
3O IS Il T 81 o, FTA SHBT FHIE 8 | 3 SHBT FTSey] BINY | A7 I TT
GSITd S AT, S [Iegd THRI AT | H [e P A9 4 A9 97 P71 9181 § (b 98 W
e Rrad! @™ B ST T2 8, 98 319 919 /i 6Y a7 AT SHR BT ATl Tal BRI AhdT | ATy
TR V=T 4 T P ST -I10 B arel ARl b fIg ARfed 80l §2aINd &) Fael &l 9 | 511 95
g, S YT AT 181 BT Fdcl, ST [oTY T AR HI 91T | IR &1 ugel Yo #1305 3 Fgr o1
& 41 0. Uet. AR o 1T 30 IR B9 T &1 Vs YU STARY Wi I a1 § | H =rean g | H =mean
g o a1y +ft o7 HaTery § — g9 RIS § et Iffy 7 oy e foran € s o gwet oy #ifvig
| S AN T | $AH 80 TRUT ...(TIH)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Conclude please.
1. ARTT Rig AMHed : i 9, § 950 $HICC 919 68 Y81 § | H 9190 T8 a7 @ g
.(TTHT)...
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Okay, take two more minutes.
31 ARV g AFseE : § S e A e R g 1A AN A Sl araa g |

TR, THH 80 TRUC MY FIT 3R 20 TRIAT WHR < 1 9T BIs AR < 159 J&I & oy v
4 SRIRE &1 Fawel ST, A1 R B $ RRART 3§ T 391 SATS BT T | 31T DI W TS
9T 91 o 11 1T | TS W W1 8 | ST e g1 A1 Rad R & STt 8 BT | TS H WS
B W ZoATSl 781 Bla1 91 RAd ax & goret a1 8iar | 39 forg 397 7nfy oik T 99 9 929 &
N € 21 | 98 918 § b ¥R 919 BT ST &1, <fh1 98 SIal el & o S Pl oir & | 0t Rarfey
T 3P fIU STIRY BT AT B | 3T W 25 IR B 1Y, 30 BOR W Bx IR, R 81 9h
R SIRTT | 319 A1 59 8 H 981-991 ST WY e 718 &, 1 B9 T H WY STIRY 81 A1 8 | $4fery,
3R 31T YU STANY B I1d Pl WIBR B, A TSI HUT SN 920 S 98 81 97 fod 81 aren © |

I IgT8 & fory HeT € | ST gara a7 fob S off 1 ot a1 a1 e € e A
B Pl R AT IoIC BT Wae™ & | T @iert, & el 7 UH 8111 | 954 31l &, oifh I8 &9 g,
B U 37 39 et 2 i) |y 7 7 e gan o i g9 fog #ig-T-w18 e fean
S, IFH!I TREREAR 91T SIY, <ifhd 98 S99 T8l © | 3R I9h ol JEI3H B awe
STRRTHT ST BT BT Y T, T I SHDBT B S-S & & |

eI, 3fd 4 W1 Ryt 5771 €1 frde € 6 I8 e Mfad 9k 4S9 Al & SRR a1
% forg 3rest € | IR g e Al & e B Sl F9RAN & .9 Bl G S HROT-UI90] Bl I
AT 8, ITH! B b Y SR S el St 7 el 6 JaR-F9R iR U arara=or a9 @
SRR 8, 1 &9 T8 IS Y 1 B! §g oW 5, I I8 el Aid (b gad] ff fBe ggmsm § S € |
319 99 Al TRIR 81 STSU GG 181 S & ol R o I8 faet oy fova, & 59 gg1sm 4 amaept 0
AW IES B dTell § .(FAM)... Usaid H a8t 9 foran enforg, wiifes et off, few 1 aik
B9 09 B 91 ST § ..(AET)... ST MY &7 I | 3119 3R &9 99 I B9l 4 § | 9=a1E |

ft T e (RER) - W), S 9 e fenfrar S ek s dReree Rg St 3
AT b, I S Sl fIeR f3g, 9 SF1 v -gar & o & | oife & fawdia 3 3o 72 de
ST RE1§ | H &g e § [ I8 S ar] 81 A1f2y, «ifdT i U 11 81 b fpeft Ron s g @I
A Y 3R QRT ¥ ST 81 ST, Sl § 91 #3981 Pl G Forer o1 arsdl § |

39 T3 &1 S WIS 16(1) JaR 2, I odiel &1 AHR T | 3H/dh! Al I foar g, 8
|AHT & o SH RS BT | SH 31Tt vl T ST SIH1 T €T AR, offdeT 3y foren &-

Section 16(1) says, "Provided that on appeal, the children or relative who is required
to pay any amount in terms of such maintenance order shall continue to pay to such
parents the amount so ordered, in the manner directed by the Appellate Tribunal."

R, ¥ foren € féb ardiel el gAR W Rifesi ol € 4 63 |

T T &, S @ i 291 TRy | ' R e & Raair giar €, S9 @ Y ardiet o1
ST AIRY |

WY, T 91 H 9% HE1 ared § {6 onf) cReras g S wiwor f&ar f% A Soloman
virtue is not present in the society, but vices may be included. That is why, the law is
there. ¥R, 3. 1. AT Aa=M &8 AN & fog T8l &1 €, TRIB ARMl & forg T8l a1 &, S & 79
qrel @l & forg T8 a1 € | 3R T 9§ Qb uRe e i fEgar A v el 8 S o IR-rgd v
PR &, Sholl PR © | HRIG, T8 BT hacl TS T8l 941 8, 3 b IR 5 GI&0T gl © | o} #7) oft
A @ el {6 59 IR § 9devr gon 8, 98 Wil 6 T, 98l g avE 9 faR-famet gen € 1 anft
TR G 7 7 81 5 59
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H I AN b TRy & IR H W Bl © | 39 [l 4 99 A 1 I8 & (b 39 & forg fgegaa a8 15 &
3R I I I GagRd 914 59 4 I8 & P Rifdd SIS 31 31 jurisdiction T&1 faam 721 € 3R Fe1 M &
ﬁ?wﬁﬁlﬁﬂiﬁéﬂﬁzﬁgmrisdictionﬁ'&ﬁm Immﬁﬁpaumentmﬁml

TR, 39 71 Y31 &1 AT &1 W93 13T, 98 T gl | I=yaTs, JoT |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Shri Malaisamy. You may please stick
to the time of two minutes.

DR. K. MALAISAMY (Tamil Nadu): Sir, as a senior citizen, am | entitled for anything
more? ...{Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): No, this is the other way round. Senior
citizens have to pay less in their airline tickets, so, he will get less time. | don't want to
burden you by giving you more time. So, take only two minutes.

DR. K. MALAISAMY: | assure you, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, that | will abide by your
order. At the outset, | hasten to wholeheartedly welcome and support the Bill, which is
very timely. It is the felt need of the hour, particularly, when the age-old tradition and family
culture is waning and declining; thanks to the invasion of foreign culture on our culture. Sir,
the value system is vanishing. Our ethics are eroding, and this is the situation in which it
has rightly come to protect the parents and senior citizens. | am not going to dilate in detail
because you have given only two minutes. | will, certainly, abide by the time. | could go
through the Bill in a cursory and hasty way, and | was able to see that it is well drafted and
it has come out well. But, at the same time, | have got some innate clarifications to seek
from the hon. Minister. Clause 2(b) has defined what is meant by "maintenance".
"Maintenance includes provision of food, clothing, residence, medical attendance and
treatment." This is known as maintenance. As far as | could see, this is the definition
which is given. But it looks as if there is a controversy in the body of the Bill.

| now come to clauses 4(2) and 4(3) of the Bill. Clause 4(2) says, "The obligation of the
children or relative, as the case may be, to maintain a senior citizen extends to the needs
of such citizen so that senior citizen may lead a normal life." When we speak about
maintenance, it has been defined. Whereas, when we come to the later part, it is said,
"...lead a normal life." For leading a normal life, mere maintenance won't do. That is my
point.

Secondly, tribunal has been defined in clauses 7(2) and 9(3). It looks as if the Tribunal
has got a discretion to do something more than that. | would like to know from the hon.
Minister whether you mean maintenance alone or the welfare of the parents also. If you
mean welfare also, then, it needs an amendment. It needs an inclusion. This is the first
controversy | could see.

The second controversy which | could see is this. Whether it is a controversy or a
correlation, she has to clarify that, the CrPC also envisages and contemplates what is
meant by maintenance, the parent can claim maintenance under the CrPC also. The Bill
also speaks about maintenance. | would like to know whether this Bill is an extension, or,
this Bill is an improvement. If that be the case, what is the special feature or the
improvement you have done over an above the Cr. P.C. which is contemplated? (Time-
bell).
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Sir, my last point is this. Coming to Shri Gnanadesiican, he was mentioning about the
executing authority, the Tribunal or the Appellate Tribunal; the Sub-Divisipnal Officer or the
District Magistrate. He has expressed some reservation as to whether the District
Magistrate can afford to give full thought over this. According to me, it is a matter relating
to income, property, land details, this, that, etc. It is the prerogative of the Revenue
Department alone. The alone can do this kind of a job. It is their lookout how to manage
the priority. {Time-belt) The Sub-Divisional Officer and the District magistrate should
continue ..{Interruptions)..

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): You have made your point.

DR. K. MALAISAMY: Thank you. Sir.

A dfera freaR agdadt (IORAM) : SURHIEE WEIeY, ad Usel H A HA1 H8 G Bl 39
a1 & forg aga ar=yrare Wi o= e § | g, § I8 e &= aredn g fb diadl srgge o S
STHT B ST BRI B GLAT B S 23T | HeRT Fraed )T 98 € 6 918 fhaet 93 a1 e/fiR
e & T8l S g AI-G9 B &, STb! A W TR THIRGT 21 webdll € 3iR R b dred @l 80
BIR BUY, 1 dTcd $1 1 A 30 BOIR ¥UY, URTITRET 3R ERM 61 80 T9R $UT 3R ITSUTH Hoivl
B A1 60 BOIR BT ST 811 8, 91 A1 ARG 39 AiSdhal BiIfICIST § ga1 @l 8 arent Yt 1R
AT BT SATST TR BRI D LT HRAT ?

HEIGY, U 1 3R gl s o1 a8 99a & 5 o 39 IR fram & % i <21 # o1 geet
e &1 9ITa 95 T €, S9H 60 aY & g, 1 WIFR RIEISH 8, S®l AfSdbd Brs 991 o
qHT & 2 SHBT HT 3MUDT A= IR MY, A S qgor! &1 a1 AR 2, AT v 9 ag
ST F 3T 91T 3R S¥h SUAR & FIRLAT 81 9V | IITE |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Thank you Chaturvediji. You have made
a good suggestion.

el kT HAIR : el SudTee Sff, $9 a0 W g8 94 H 14 1T FEl | 91
foram, R4 S1. et~ s, aFTfeRRee Sit, 775 {52k A1a SfY, TH-1 S1gR Sff, dxa e {98 Sfl,
qUT FHAR AT S, UHT S, 1. IM 7 HSRI Sff ey Igell, FART FRTel erais Sit, TR
g Aaea Sff, Fer off 3R agdd) ot 2 ok g7 it 1 39 R oY are o1, 9! o &1
FA a1 € | 319 |9 B I GADR Sl §7 G, 98 I8 b gAR <% 4 89 o A9 ok R
ERIEX Pl IHR & Tl W2 8, 9% 9 H g fhal 91 faswa1 € b &6 01 fasraes o @ sirawadsdl
T$ & E | 39 faewm € 3 & U R o & omeassdt U vE € | 39 faewer & 19 ) aiaed
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F T8l &, WIS €, e (FRqer €, 84 STl WRUI-UIv0] AR ST | $RAT 1Y, 89 STl [T
JNMER-FH QAT IR | T IRBR B I8 foar 8, TART sreget siwcht A et oo, g9R wes
= 1. AR g St @) g a1 € &R S e & orfie I g sman €

3T FIH 95T Jd Y T | A 379 R% I ATIH, A AR Teq far-fawe
Fp R ol Fafed wE 7, a9 €, N 7, S 9ed [aR-fawel axe 59 Agys &1 aey R
oo € | T [T 7 o S 98 TeRIE A STAT-URT, S7UF ST B, S W) IHH Fa o1, I
=9 fadrge 3 |fefera frar i |
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# aMs |9 Germai @ forg fora €, o0 W € e ar |4 F =@t S agd | g e e |
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TEATS T8l Y BT & | TR F 3iGX el &1 a8 Sa! fovari €1 Faon 2, foverft € arem ug=mg, s
FIER HIS ¥ T8 AT -JART 961 &1 91841 & b g8 o1a 71a1-fiar & uf o dda a1 e
R YET & AfAY i HEM B St Y 1 TE ST AR | 39T $9 U deterrent & 6T # g Xl
g | Tl Bl AU DI DR EH S -gIbR 8| (a1 &, I b aed 1 8% IS A HeH &, I I
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Rren @) 7 g8, § 98 A § P g9 51 € 91 €, TR SN gaT €, I 99 H g1 IR a7 © fb
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Now, the question is:

That the Bill to provide for more effective provisions for the maintenance and
welfare of parents and senior citizens guaranteed and recognised under the
Constitution and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto, as passed by
Lok Sabha, be taicen into consideration.

The motion was adopted
Now, we shall take up clause-by-clause consideration of the Bill.
Clauses 2—32 were added to the Bill
Clause 1, the Enacting Formula and the Title were added to the Bill.
SHRIMATI MEIRA KUMAR: Sir, | beg to move:
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That the Bill be passed.
The question was put and the motion was adopted.

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT
(SHRI OSCAR FERNANDES): Sir, will my subject be taken up?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Yes. Actually, yesterday the discussion
cm situation arising out of the misuse of funds provided by the Central Government under
the National Rural Employment Guarantee Ptogrammerraised by Shri V Narayanasamy,
was not concluded. So, that will be taken up first. But, | request all the speakers on this
subject to be very brief because the next Short Duration Discussion has to be taken up.
Now, before | call Mr. Gill, | want the Minister to lay a statement on the Table.

Statements by Ministers—Contd.

STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN
THE TWENTY-EIGHTH REPORT OF PARLLNMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON
RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Trftor e w50 (sft Tgaer v Re) < weted, # [ defer arior e wee waediy Il
afAfT & ergEwd uftdes # siafdee iRl & eravaad @ RARY & Wder § vh I 91 yedf
RIGATE |

SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION

Situation Arising out of Misuse of Funds provided by the Central Government under
National Rural Employment Guarantee Programme

DR. M.S. GILL (Punjab); Thank you, Mr. Vice-Chairman. | want to thank Mr.
Narayanasamy for somehow managing to, not on a Friday, but on a Thursday, raise a
discussion on perhaps the most important project of this UPA Government which is the
rural employment progranime which Mrs. Gandhi, the UPA Chairperson, the Prime
Minister and many others, | suppose, have pushed hard to try, and, somehow, get it down
to rural India, to ground India and to poor India. It has been running. | think, for a number
of years now and something like, may be, Rs. 30,000 crores or more or whatever have
been spent on it; | am guessing this. | also see that a decision has been taken to
implement it from 200 districts to 600 districts, w"ich means really the whole India; maybe
a few districts will be left out; | can't say. Therefore, there is a determination to move
forward and to expand it to a section of people which needs tremendous help. Arjun
Sengupta's Report, has, | think, highlighted the whole situation even more dramatically.
Eighty-six per cent or whatever of people with twenty rupees or less. And, that is the area
which is linked to this scheme also and endeavours to try and do something for them. And,
therefore, | think, Mr. Narayanasamy's success in bringing this forward has to be
commended because you need to discuss and assess where have you got. 1 have been,
over the last couple of years, hearing a very able Minister of Rural Development, our friend
from Bihar, and whenever he takes over, | don't think anybody is really able to beat him up
on his assertion that the programme is doing tremendously well and there are great
achievements in it. | have certainly heard it that way. But, while that may be true, partly or
wholly, an assessment, a critical assessment, by this country, by this Parliament, is
necessary. And, therefore, | look at what has come up today. Now, | heard Mr.
Narayanasamy and



