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The Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Bill, 2007 (Conld.) 
 

�
!� 
��� "� 
�� : ����	��� �ह���, �� �9 ��
 ��  �	�
� �� $�G��� $�;	� ��  $/� �* �ह� 

ह#7, �ह ह�	�� �G.$
� ��	� �> �� ����� �H ह.H 
�� �	!6$��6	 ह9, ���� �7�7$G6 ह9 � �� 
�� �	!6$��6	 
��  �� �ह/# ह9, �� �� ह9- �� �� �� ह�> �ह/	$�6 ��6	 ह#7, �76�I ��6	 ह9 &� �#��	 �� ह�> �4�$/6 ��6	 ह9, 
�(4J
 ��6	 ह9, ,;$66 ��6	 ह9 � ह�	�� ��' �>, ह�	�� �7!�E $6 �> �� /�� ��घ- ��. 5	L6 �� /�6� ह9, �?ह> "M	 
��  �	� �� ��*	 �	6	 ह9 � �� �+� ह9, �� �.N�
 ह9, �
�	 �	
 &� �� $��	 �	6	 ह9 � ह�	�� �ह	7 ��7��	 ह9 $� 
�� �$�O8 
	�$�� ह9, �?ह> ह� 
6�!6� ह��� 5P	� ��6� ह9, �
��  ;�P-!�'- ���� , �
�	 �'��Q� /�6� ह9 
� �ह ह� $��� $�'�I 
��� �� ��6� ह9, R�	 
ह= ह9, �ह ह� $
S�5$6 ��6� ह9 � ह�	�� �ह	7 ��� 
�
	 �T�	J� 
�	
	 �	6	 ह9 $� ह�> 
�
� �+3 �� ���	 ��
� �	 
��� $�/ �ह	 ह9 � ह�	�� �+3 �� �U	 ह�> �	

� ह9, �ह 
�7!�	� ह�> �?� �� घ.V� ��  W� �> $�/	�	 �	6	 ह9 � �ह �7!�E $6 &� �� ��7��	 �� ह�	�� ��	� 
� �$��3 �� 
��*	 ह9 � �� (!<$6 ��/ �H ह9 � ह�	�� ��' �> ह� 
ह=, �#�� $�X� �> �ह ��*
� �> � �ह	 ह9 $� $�1/� ��-�� 
�'�3 �� �EM�
3 �� �7Y�	 �Z �ह� ह9, �$�O8 
	�$��3 �� �7Y�	 
5S�	$'6 W� �� �Z �ह� ह9 � ह�	�� ��' �> 
�I- 2001 �� �
�P
	 ��  

.�	�, 60 �I- �� 
$G� ��. ��  /��3 �� �7Y�	 7.6 ���+ ह9, �� $� ह�	�� 
�
�7Y�	 �	 6.9 5$6'6 ह9 �  
 
 R�	 

.�	
 /�	�	 �	6	 ह9 $� 2026 6� �
�� �7Y�	 �Z�� ��  17.3 ���+ ह� �	���, �� $� �� 
��� �� �
�7Y�	 �	 12.4 5$6'6 ह��� � ह�	�� �� �EM�
 ह9, ���> �� 
$G�	7'6: d	��P 
7;/3 �>, ��ह	63 �> 
�ह6� ह9 � 6�� 5$6'6 �� 
$G� ����� �� ��*	 ��  
�;� �ह6� ह9, �
�> 
$G�	7' �EM-�EM ह9 
<Qe 90 �I- �� 

$G� ��. ��  ह9 � �� ��;� &� $�$;D �	6 �ह �� ��*
� �> �H ह9 $� $ह?�.!6	
 �> ह� 
ह=, �#�� �.$
�	 �> �EM 
�$ह/	f7 �� �7Y�	 �Z �ह� ह9 � ह�	�� ��' �> 2016 6� �
�� �7Y�	 51 5$6'6 ह� �	��� � $�� 6�ह �� 
��.C�U	
 &� $;$�S�	 '	!D �> �� 5�$6 ह.H ह9, ह�	�� ���
 '2/� �	 !6� $�� 6�ह �� :�� �8	 ह9, ����  
�	�P �	�6 ��  �	$��3 �� �h /7�� ह.H ह9, ���
 5S�	'	 �Z� ह9, �ह �� �.*� $�I� ह9, /�$�
 ���	 �.*� 
�ह/# �� ह9 &� �� �.*� �ह/# ��  �	�P ह� �ह ��X��6	 �+� ह9 $� �� $�G��� �� /	�	 �	� � ह�	�� 
�EM�
3 ��, �$�O8 
	�$��3 ��, �ह.6 ���, �i�	
 ��  �	<, �
��  �$��	� ��  
7�� ह�, �� 6� ��*�	/ 
ह�6� �ह� ह9 � ����	��� �ह���, ह�	�� �ह	7 �7�.j �$��	� �ह� ह9 &� �
�> �� 5�.* !<	
 <	, �ह ह��'	 
�$��	� ��  �EM �
3 �	 <	, /�$�
 
� �.� �� 6�� �k6	� �> �7�.j �$��	� �ह.6 ��1� 1# 0 �� ह9, 0#0 �� ह9, 
$�*� �� ह9 1�0� 'ह�3 ��, �!�3 �� �	 �. 1 �	7�� �� 1�+�� ��  �ह �� ��ह $�/.L6 ह�6� �	 �ह� ह9, �$6ह	� 
�	 $ह!�	 �
6� �	 �ह� ह9 � �� �7�.j �$��	� 
ह= �ह>�� 6� ह�	�� �� �	6	-$�6	 &� �EM�
 ह9, �ह �ह	7 �ह>�� � 
!�	�	$�� ह9 $� �ह ह	$'� �� � �� ह9, ���$�6 ह� �� ह9, $6�!�E 6 ह� �� ह9, �ह.6 ��ह 6� �?ह> घ�3 �� 
$
�/	 $��	 �	6	 ह9, घ�3 �> �*	 �� �	6	 ह9 6� �
��  $/� $��� ��  �	� ��� 
ह= ह�6	 �ह 
�
� �� �#�� 6�ह 
�� 
�ह	� �ह�#� �� �ह� ह9 � �� �h �> !�	!< $�� �	6	 ह9, �C<� W� �� �#��� ��  :�� $
�-� �ह
� �� 
��X��6	 �+
� /�6� ह9, �	�	$�� �.��	 
ह= �ह6�, ��	� �> ��H �#$��	 6<	 ��H �	?�6	 �� 
ह= �ह6� 
&� *	/� ��� �� �;
	S�� �	�l �> $�� 5�	� /�	�	 �	�, ����  ��H 
��� �� 
ह� �ह6� � G���-G��� �ह 

�
� �ह;	
 *�
� /�6� ह9, �� ��  �� �G.$
� ��	� �> ह�	�� �.�.�l �� �ह �.�-'	 ह� �ह� ह9 � ��� �	�P ��, 
���-��� �� �7�� �> �	

�� �	7��3 
� ,;6	 F�j �� � ह�> �� /�	 $� �
�� �� ,;6	 �	, �EM�
3 ��  5$6 
ह� �ह� �� F��ह	� �	, $�� 5�	� �� ��	G	
 $��	 �	�, ��$/� ह�
� �ह $�G��� /	
� �	 $
P-� $��	 � 
$�G��� �	 ��T�	 62�	� ��
� �� �ह/� �ह.6 F�	�� W� �� $�;	� $��'- $��	 ��	 � $�6
� �� �	 � 
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���	�> ह9, �
�� $�;	�-$��'- $��	 ��	 � $�6
� !��7���� �7�8
 ह9, �
�� $�;	�-$��'- $��	 ��	 � �� �� 
$�'�IU ह9 �� ��D ��  &� $�6
� �� �7!<	�7 ह9, $�
�> !��7 �$�O8 
	�$�� ��	$G�	�� &� ��!� ह9, �
�� 
$�;	�-$��'- $��	 ��	 � ��' ��  $�$�?
 $ह!�3 �> �	��, ��	 ���� , �
-�	G	�P �� �	� �� /� �H &� �� 
���� �(i�$/6 ����  �ह $�G��� 62�	� $��	 ��	 � �� �I- 20 �	;- �� ��� �9
� /�� ��	 �> �*	 � /�� ��	 
��  �	

�� 
��� �� 
� $B� ��� !<	�� �$�$6 �� ��� $��	 � !<	�� �$� $6 
� 7 $�6i�� �� 
�
� $���0-, 
�
� 


.'7�	 ���� � �� 

.'7�	 ��, $���> 
$G�	7' �ह.�#m� �.n	� <�, ह�
� �.
: ���> �7'�G
 ����  �(i�$/6 
$��	 � �/ /�� ��	 �> �ह $�G��� �	$�6 ह.�, �� �ह	7 �� ह9 &� ���	 $�
h $
���
 ह9 ��� �i�	
�� ��!�3 
�� $� �E ��	 �� �� 
�
� �ह.�#m� �.n	� �>, G?��	� � 

The question was proposed. 

 �.#�� �"�� �$������ (��%&'��) : �	?���, ���� 

.�i�	 ��  $/� �9 

.�Eह�6 ह#7 � �	6	-$�6	 
&� �$�O8 
	�$��3 �	 ��P-��IP 6<	 �m�	P $�G���, 2007 �� 5!6	�
	 �	

�� �7D� �ह���	 
� �ह.6 
�.?�� W� �� �*� ह9 � �	?���, �X;�- �ह ह9 $� $�� ���-�#$� �	�6 �> �	6	 &� $�6	 �� ���6.m� �	
	 �	6	 
<	, ���> �� R�� $�G��� ��  /	
� �� ��X��6	 �+�, $���> �ह �6/	
� �� �W�6 ह� $� �o;3 �� 
�
� 
�.�.�l �� ��*�	/ ��
� ;	$ह� � �ह �� �	�6�� �7!�E $6 �	, ��7��	 �	 
7� <	 &� ह� ह��'	 �ह6� <�-“S���� 
�	6	 ; $�6	- “6.iह= �	6	 &� 6.iह= $�6	 ह� �“ HX�� �� �� "�� 6� $�/6	 <	, �� �ह �	6	 &� $�6	 �	 W� 
G	�P ��6� <� � �.�.�l ��  $/� R�	 �i�	
, �.�.�l ��  $/� R�	 ���, �	6	-$�6	 ��  $/� R�� �ह
 "M	, $�X� 
��  $��� &� �	Op �> 
ह= $�/ ��6� � �� ��' �> R� $�G��� /	
� �� ��X��6	 �+� �	 घ�� $�qi�
	 ह9 &� 
�ह घ�� �6
 �	 r�6� �� ह9 � ह�	�� �7!�E $6 �	 �s�I <	- �	6E ���� ��: � ह� घ� �>, ह� �Eह!<� �>, ह� �. 0. i� 
�> �� ���6	 ह� �j �ह6� <�-�� �	6	 &� �#��	 $�6	 � 
 �7$�� �> �	
� �� �W�6 <� –घ� �> ह� HX�� �	 
$
�	� �	6	 &� $�6	 ��  W� �> <	 � �� �#C6�	
 G�- ��  $�dह <� – ���	
 �	�-�
��  �	�� �> �	�	�P �> �ह $/*	 
ह.� ह9 $� “5	6:�	/ �8,ह �घ.
	<	, �	6-$�6. �.�- 
	�$ह �	<	 �“ �ह $
S� ��- <	 � �ह  �� $�;.
/ <	, �ह 
�� 5<	 <� –$��� !�	<- ��  $/� 
ह=, �S�	 ��  ���	<- ��  $/� $� �.�ह �8�� ���� �ह/� �	6	-$�6	 &� �.�- 
�� ;�P �7�
	 �� �	� � ���$/� �ह	 ��	 ह9, �

� �?��#$6X; !��Q�$� ����$� � �

� &� �?��#$� 6� 
!��- �� ���� ह2, !��- �� �o;6� ह9, !��- �� "�O86� ह9, !��- �� �	�� ह9 – R�	 fह�	 �

� �	 <	 � ���$/� 
ह�	�	 �� ��'- <	, �

� �� �	
$ह �� 
	��, G
5	� $�I6> $�I �	�� � �ह ह�	�� �7!�E $6 �	�o; $'*� <	 
&� ���$/� �ह6� <�, “�	6E�e ���	��'., ��uF��I. /�O8�e” ��H �� �$ह/	 ह�, ���> �	S �	 !�W� ��*6� <� � 
�� �	��E OP ���ह7� �� �#1	 $� ���� v(O0 �$ह/	 ��- ��  5$6 w�	 ह9 6� �?ह3
� �ह	 $� �9
� 6� �� 6� 
�$ह/	 �	 �.* �� 
ह= ��*	 ���� v(O0 6� �
��  ;�P3 �� ह� �ह6� ह9 w�3$� �9 6� �	7 ��  !�W���  
/	�	 �$ह/	 �> 
��H �#��	 !�W� ��*	 ह� 
ह= ��6	 � �ह �� $;�76
 '	!D &� �7!�E $6 �� G	�	 ;/� ��� ह9 � �� ��' �> 
ह�>�ह �ह
	 �+� $� �EM�
 $ह6	�, �EM�
 �.*	�- ����  $/� ��H $�G��� /	�7, �	
#
 /	�7 &� �o;3 �� 
B��- ��> $� �� 
�
� �	6	-$�6	 ��	
 �*> � �.n� ��	
 �6	 ह9, �� ��ह �ह	 ह.� ह9 � 
 

ह� �� '�*-�-�.7�.7� �� �/	 ��, 
$���� 
 ��!�� ह� �EM�
 �� ��0� � 
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���> 6� �ह $/*	 <	, “$���� 
 ��!�� ह� $��	
 �� ��0� �“ /�$�
 �� ��ह#7 �� �	/� �	 B	��	 w�	 ह9 ? 
���� �/	 �� $���� �.�.�l �� ��0� 6� 
��� 
 ह� � �	?���, ह�	�� ��' �> ��O� �� 56�� ह.� ह9 – $�6E 
�(j &� �EM�
 ��  5$6 ��� �	 � ��O� �	 ;$�D ���� U	
 ह9 $��
� '	76
. �� $
I	� �?�	 �S��6� �� 
$��	ह ��
� ��  $/� ���y6 
� �� ��O� 56�U	 �� $� �9 ह��'	 
$��	$ह6 �ह#7�	 &� ;d�6@ �	� 1�q# 7�	 � �ह 
�� �.D �	 

.�� ��	ह�P <	 � ���	
 �	� �� �T6�/� �	6	 �2 �� �� ��  �ह
� �� �	��	0 1�+ $��	 �  6$� �	� 
;/� �0�: �� 
	H � �2�� ��ह�	
 घ� 1�+�� ;/	 �	6	 ह9 & ��H ��ह 
ह= ��6	, ��� 6�ह ���	
 �	� �	6	 
�� �U	 �	 �	/
 ��
� ��  $/� ;z�6@ �	� 1�+ $��	 � ��'.�	� 
� $�6E �(j ���i�� ��  �ह
� �� 
�
� �	6	 
�	 �/	 �	0	 &� $B� 5	<-
	 ����  �.
�@$�6 $��	 � �ह �� �� ��	ह�P ह9 � ��� 5�	� "�P �. �	� �� �	6E-
$�6E �(j 6� $�X�$�Y�	6 ह9, R�	 ��	ह�P 6� $�X� ��  $��� �	$हS� �>, $��� �$6ह	� �>, $��� �Y�	
 �> 
ह= 
$�/6	 ह9 $� "�P �. �	� �EM �	6	-$�6	 �� �� q�/� �> /��� ��  6�<- �	D	 �� ;/	 &� �ह	7 �	!6� �> "�P 
�. �	� �	 
�!�	S ����7��� �� ��ह	76 ह� ��	 � �� "�P �. �	� �	!6� �> �� 
�� �� �.7 � �> /; �� �ह	 <	 6� 
�	�	 �'�< �� �� �/6� ��  �	�P, w�3$� �?ह3
� {� �> ��n	 $� ��H ह	<� �/ �� �ह	 ह9, 
�
	 6�� ;/	 
$��	, $���� "�P �. �	� �� �ES�. ह� �H � "�P �. �	� ��  ��P �� ����  �	6	-$�6	 
� 
�
	 ���
 S�	� $��	 � 
�ह �� �#D <	, ��$/� �.D �� �S�� �ह6� <� &� ��0� �	 �S��	 �ह6� <�, �� �S�	 �	 !�W� ह9 �.D &� 
�S�	 �	 !�W� ह2 ��0� &� ��0� ��0� �� �� �	 � ��	 4	�	 /�� ��	 4	�	 �ह
	 �+� $� �.�.�l �	 ��	
 ���, 
�� �	!6� �> �� �6
 �� ��	�	O8	 ह� �H � ह�	�	 ��'- 6� <	 ह� �	6	-$�6	 ��  
/	�	 ह� �EM �	 ��� � 
�EM�
 !�	�6 ��  ��J� <	, �� ��  ��J� <	, �S�	� ��  ��J� <	, �ह �� $6�!�	� ��  ��J� ह� ��	 &� �?� 
घ.V� �> �� �	

�� �7D� �ह���	 
� �ह	 ह9 �� $'�	 $�/6� <�, �� �ह $'�	 $�m�. / �m0� ह� �H � �+	 �X;�- 
ह9 $� �7�.j �$��	� 0#0 ��	, *7q-*7q ह� ��	, �7�.j �$��	� �� �.*� �$��	� <	 �ह $��j �$��	� ह� ��	 
&� $��j �$��	� �> �� �#Z� �� ��H �#1
� �	/	 
ह= �ह	 � �EM 6� ��� ह3��, �� �� ��	
 ह9 �� �/ �� �EM 
ह3��, ���> ��H '� 
ह= ह9 � �ह �.Z	�	 6� �� �� ���	 &� �.Z	�	 R�	 ह9, �� �
� ��  �	� �	��	 
ह= �� 
�	Op �	 w�	 ह��	 �ह	7 �EM�
3 �� ��*	�	/ 
ह= ह�6� ह� &� �7�+� �+� ��	�ह ह9, �� �ह	7 
�� �6/	� �� � 
�9 �
�3, �.
: ��$/� ��ह�	
	 ;	ह#7�	 $� �$�(!<$6 �2 �� ह9, �	6	��P �2 �	 ह9 � 2001 �> 6 ���+ �EM�
 <� 6.9 
percent of the total population &� ��/
 ह9 2026 �> �ह 6 ���+ �� 17 ���+ ह� �	�7��, 12.4 percent of 
the population, �
�� ��*�	/ 
ह= ��6� ह9 6� ���	� �76�	� ��� �ह� ��  �7��w'
 ��
� �	 � �
�3 $B� 
,��	 �ह
� �	 ह� 
ह= ह9 &� ,��	 0.�+3 �� �ह> 6� ���	� ��	 ����  $�/�	�, 6� ,��	 �ह
	 w�	 ह9, ���� 
6� 
o1	 ह9 $� �EM�
 �S� हS�	 �� />, 
�� R�� (!<$6 ���� 6� � �EM�
3 �> ���� �.�� ह	/6 �EM �$ह/	f7 
�� ह9 &� �EM �$ह/	f7 �> ���� �.�� ह	/6 ह9 �2GF� ���6� �EM �$ह/	f7 �� &� �
�> �� �� �	7�3 �> ह9 � �	7�� 
�� 6� �2�� ह� �.�'Q ह9 � Great divide between ‘India amd ‘Bharat’. 'ह� &� �	7� �> 
� �� �+	 $q�	�q ह9 
&� �ह $q�	�q �EM�
3 �� �ह.6 �.�� 6�ह �� 6�/�B ��6	 ह9 � 
 ���� ��*�	/ �	 �76�	� ह9, 
 �
�� 
��$q�/ �� �� �	 �76�	� ह9 � �� �	�� �> �.n� �� $�!�	 �	� ��	, 
�� �� ��	�6 �> 6� �9 
%- �W7  � �� 
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SHRI B.S. GNANADESIKAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, I thank you for having given me this 

opportuity, Like many other welfare schemes introduced by the UPA Government to 

protect the assaults on women and children, this is one more feather in the cap of the UPA, 

and, I welcome this step. If our parents and senior citizens are not taken care of by their 

children, then, who will take care of them? The children cannot have a place on this earth 

because it is a sin. Normally, it is the duty and obligation of the children to take care of their 

parents. It is really unfortunate that this country has to enact a law to put a statutory duty 

on the sons to protect their parents and also the senior citizens. It is an irony. Sir, as the 

Minister in her introductory remarks said, the joint family system is collapsing in this 

country. In the advancement of educational pursuit, many children after college studies are 

going to foreign countries and many a time they settle down there. The parents and the 

senior citizens, whom should be protected, are uncared and unattended. Therefore, 

whether in India, or, in foreign country, the obligation to protect and safeguard the elders is 

now statutorily protected. In Tamil Nadu, there is a say. When a son went to a rishi and 

said that he wants this power and other things, then, rishi said, "Go and behead your 

mother's head and bring it; I will give you". The son went and cut mother's head. He was 

rushing back to the rishi with the head in his hands. On the way, he slipped. Only head was 

there; the mother asked: "My dear son, are you injured?" So, that is the sentiment of the 

mother; that is the sentiment of the father; that is the sentiment of the elders, and that is 

the sentiment of the parents. Therefore, when that attitude is there, in the changing 

scenario in India, due to economic conditions and other factors, most of the time, elders 

are languishing in the old-age homes. They do not have money to purchase medicines. If 

they go to hospitals, they have to stand in the long queue. If they go to railway station, 

there is not provision for them. They have to stand in the queue. They can't match the 

physical strength of the youth to get into the compartment, and all these things are there. 

Sir, without going into the general aspects, I would like to say that this Bill is to provide 

for more effective provisions for the maintenance and welfare of parents, and senior 

citizens. 
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guaranteed and recognised in the Constitution, Article 39 (1) and article 47 of the Directive 

Principles of State Policy mandate the Government to see that adequate means of 

livelihood are provided to the citizens and 'the citizens' includes the old parents. In order 

to enforce the Directive Principles of State Policy, this Bill has been brought forward. I 

congratulate the hon. Minister for the same. 

Sir, when I went through certain provisions and clauses of the Bill,one thing for which I 

wish to congratualte the drafters of the Bill is that the earning capacity has been made a 

criterion, Because, a person may have property but he, or, she may not have an income 

from that property. This provision is there in the Insolvency Act also. An insolvent is 

considered to be a person depending on how much acre he possesses, and what is the 

income he derives from the propety. That is the reason why in clause 4 (1) they say, 

"...maintain himself from his own earning, or, out of the property owned by him...". 

Therefore, the Bill recognises, even if the property is there, but there is no income, then, 

he is bound to be maintained. So, that is one of the best draftings of the clauses; I 

congratulate the hon. Minister for the same. The relative of a senior citizen is also bound 

to maintain. While a senior citizen is defmed as person above 60 years of age, it is good 

that is the defmition clause parents, firther, or, mother are defined irrespective of the age. 

That is one of the welcome steps wiiich the Bill provides. Sir, normally, either in the 

disposal of cases in the courts, or in passing orders even by the Supreme Court and the 

High Court, it takes months together. 1 really, congratualte tlw drafters again because the 

case has to be disposed of within 90 days from the date of service of notice; that is a 

welcome step. Not only that, with the maintenance orders, within 30 days, amount has to 

be deposited. Drafters are conscious of the fact that it should not take more 

time and, therefore, the outer limit has been prescribed — in the case of disposal of a 

case, it is 90 days, in the case of deposit of money, it is 30 days, Sir, earlier, it was 

discretionary, but now it has been mandate for every State Government to make Tribunals 

within a period of six months from the date of commencement of this Act. That is another 

welcome step. Sir, with regard to the Appellate Tribunal and also the Tribunal, there are 

two apprehensions that I have. One is, with regard to the powers conferred on the Sub-

Divisional Magistrate at the lower level and the other is with regard to the power of appeal 

conferred on the Officer, not less than the rank of a District Magistrate, namely, Collector. 

Sir, the Revenue officials already have several other duties to perform. They not only have 

a lot of revenue works, but also if the Minister visits or some Government fimctionary visits 

or there are some Government fimctions, they cannot be seen at the office at all. If such is 

the condition, I put some questions to myself If a senior citizen goes to the Collector's 

office, the Collector won't be there because he will be busy on other duty. I want to know 

whether the senior citizen who goes for an enquiry again must come there, wait and then 

attend the hearing. This problem may arise if the powers are conferred on the revenue 

authorthes. I request the Minister to kindly consider whether this power can be conferred 

on any other authority, not necessarily courts, because courts also take their time; 

however, in courts there is a fixed time. The courts sit at 10.30, and if the hearing is fixed 

with an outer limit, definitely a person can go to the court at a particular time. They can 

notify somebody. They can wait and then this case can be disposed of, provided an outer 

limit is prescribed. But if it is a revenue official, as I said, with all administrative powers, 

then there will be problem. Why I am saying this is because we have seen so many Acts 

conferring power on them. The Board of Revenue has been abolished. This power has 

been conferred on the commissioners in Tamil Nadu and there are corresponding 

provisions in other States. These officials — we can't blame them — have several duties 

to perform. Sir, particularly, when we say that a senior citizen should be taken 
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care of and protected — and there is a provision in this Bill that they should be given a 

special attentionin queues, hospital facilthes, beds, etc., — is it fair on our part to ask the 

senior citizens to wait in the Collectorate or the SDO Office for months together or weeks 

together? Definitely, they cannot pass the order within a particular period. So, Sir, through 

you, I want to bring this problem to the notice of the hon. Minister. 

Similarly, while disposing of the application within ninety days and depositing the 

maintenance within thirty days, in Clause 16 for filing an appeal, they have prescribed 

sixty days and in the proviso, it is said, 'conferring power on the appellate authority, if there 

is a sufficient cause shown, the appeal can be entertained. Here comes the problem. 

Once you allow this, there will be problem of filing an appeal after one year, of course, with 

a petition to condone the delay, unlike the Rent Control Act, because Section 5 of the 

Limitation Act will apply if you fail to restict the period of appeal. You say, sixty days, and 

condonation of the appeal can be made, provided for another thirty days. Sir, there are 

judgements which say that the Act itself prescribes the condonation period — appeal time 

is sixty days, condonation period thirty days, outer Limit ninety days-then more than thirty 

days, no authority can have power to condone. Therefore, if that is suitably modified, if the 

proviso of Clause 16 is suitably modified to say that 'provided the appellate authority can 

condone the delay in filing the appeal within thirty days,' then that is sufficient. I think, that 

suggestion can also be taken into consideration, leaving the discretion to the appellate 

authority, to take the appeal on file, and giving him power to condone may lead to fiirther 

delay. Sir, this is my suggestion. 

Sir, providing these old-age homes is one of the welcome steps. I congratulate the 

Minister for that. The State Governments must be asked to immediately start these old-

age homes in the districts immediately. That monitoring committee should be formed with 

elected representatives and other functionaries, just as we have vigilance committees at 

the district level with MPs as Chairmen. 1 am not blaming the NGOs; they are doing a 

wonderful job at many places and in many areas. But, at times, this fijnd could also be 

misused. Therefore, it would be better if there is a monitoring committee and some kind of 

a vigilance committee so that the money intended for the old and the parents reaches 

them. 

Sir, one of the salient features of this Bill is Clause 23. Normally, a dispute arises in a 

family over property. The sons try to impress upon, or coerce, or even threaten, parents to 

give away the property which they possess and then he gets a settlement. Clause 23(1) is 

a very novel step where the obligation to provide maintenance to parents is attached with 

the property. Even if the parents gift the property in favour of the son or anybody else, the 

obligation shall run along with the property. That is a wonderful idea. The obligation is 

there if a person receives property by way of gift or settlement. If the fails to honour that 

commitment, fails to honour the obligation, fails to maintain the parents or senior citizens, 

then the gift will become null and void because it will really amount to fraud for getting that 

property. This is a very novel section and I really appreciate it. 

Then, there is Clause 22(2) which provides that the State Government shall prescribe a 

comprehensive action plan for providing protection of the life and property of senior 

citizens. Through Standing Committees and other such bodies, even though many letters 

are written to the State governments, most of them do not reply. Therefore, it would be 

better if the Minister calls for a meeting of all the concerned Ministers of the States and 

have a time-bound programme because caring for and attending to the senior citizens of 

the country is 



Government [6 DEC. 2007] Bill    195 

the foremost duty of the State Governments and the Central Government. Therefore, 

unless we take the initiative, it would just be another law in the Statute Book, and without 

proper enforcement, it won't help the beneficiaries. Some push and involvement is 

required here. We have to associate and involve ourselves for the successful 

implementation of all the legislations passed in this august House. We bring in many 

laws and we try to protect every section of the society. We try to bring in many statutes to 

see to it that the beneficiaries are really benefited. But, unfortunately, because of various 

factors in this country, because of various impediments, court cases and several other 

things, the intended beneficiaries are not able to get the benefits and the law remains 

only on the Statute Book. This Act should also not meet the same fate. Therefore, I 

would humbly request the hon. Minister, through you. Sir, to see to it that it is 

implemented in letter and spirit so that these beneficiaries get the real benefits. 

Sir, my friend, Shri Natchiappan, made a suggestion regarding administrative 

expenses. That also needs to be worked out. I am sorry to say that many State 

Governments receive various ilinds from the Centre but when it comes to spending 

them, they say have no money. That should not be the case. They say that the 

Parliament makes a law, the Parliament asks them to create tribunals, the Parliament 

asks them to pay money but, ultimately, when the question of spending comes, they say 

they have no money. Therefore, the administrative expenses must also be taken care of 

in this scheme of things. 

Finally, this Government, under the leadership of Dr. Manmohan Singh and guided by 

our leader Soniaji, has brought various measures in the last three-and-a-half years. They 

always think about weaker sections, women and, now, the old people. Sir, this 

Government must also see to it that the efforts of Government make a difference in 

every nook and comer in this country. If that has to happen, not only the Ministers 

concerned but also all the Members of Parliament and State Legislatures, Chairmen of 

local bodies including Panchayats, must put their heads together to see to it that the 

benefits provided in these laws reach the people. Sir, there is a proverb which I learnt 

when I was in college which is 'Respect grey hair, especially yours'. Sir, this Bill is for 

respecting old, aged, parents and senior citizens^ particularly 'yours'. 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. RJ. KURIEN): Please, Conclude it now. 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Mr. Sen, Shri Eicanath K. Thaicur has 

to go to attend a meeting. So he requested to speak. Let him speak for five minutes. 

Please take only five minutes. 

SHRI EKANATH K. THAKUR (Maharashtra): Sir, I will take four minutes. Sir, I am 

obliged to you for this opportunity. Sir, I have to attend a committee meeting, and 

therefore, I requested for your special gesture. 
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,Sir, I join the House in congratulating the hon. Minister and the Government of India on 

bringing forth this Bill which will enable our fraternity, parents and others, to live well in 

their advanced age. 

Sir, it is Unfortunate, as my other colleagues have said, that we have to enact a law to 

bring to the notice of our young generation what should have been very obvious. I 

particularly feel very pained that a situation should come in this country called India, 

which has a great heritage, that we have to tell our younger generation to look after their 

parents. 

I am not saying this because I am looking after my parents. Because I am an orphan 

and lost both my mother and father before the age of two. And right from age of seven 

onwards, I had been working as a shop boy for 9-10 years and then came up in life. If I 

had a mother and father I would have probably spoken on this very much because I know 

what mothers and fathers do for their children. I did not have that benefit, but I still believe 

in that. 

In a progressive State like Maharashtra, I see great destitution all around and in cthes 

like Mumbai and Pune, young men disowning their parents. There is a popular drama in 

my area where a young person introduces to his girlfriend his father as a servant because 

he does not look that good and is in advanced age. This is a real fragedy of our life and 

we have to accept the tragedy as it is. And that is why the Bard of Avon, Shakespeare, 

went on record to say that one of the greatest evils of this world is man's ingratitude to 

man. 

Sir, the demographic profile is on a continuous change and by 2010 we may have 

more than 150 million people or 15 crore people beyond the age of 60 and longevity is 

ever increasing. Longevity in African countries is around 55-60. In the Asian countries, the 

life span is in the range of 60-65. In European countries, it is about 75. In Japan, today, 

people live the longest. And all over the world, women live, on an average, five years 

longer than men. Therefore, mothers are likely to live longer than fathers and therefore 

one has to have a provision for the old age. And just as in the Japanese society, the 

children and grandchildren take care of their parents and grand-parents, we in our society 

must encourage oyr children and grand-children to take care of their parents and grand-

parents. 

This problem has come because of the western values and mainly because of the 

failure of our education system. Sir, in my opinion, education is a trinity. Education is a 

trinity of three H: it is the head, the heart and the hand. Our current education only 

influences the head, it does not influence the heart and the hand. With that, we do not 

have the generosity of a good heart, and we do not have the generosity of a good hand. 

Unless we reform the education system and really bring the qualthes of 3H, along with 

head, the influences of the generosity of the heart and generosity of the hand, this kind of 

laws will have to come. I think, we have to create the situation by education where our 

children learn to respect their parents and consider it their bounden duty to look after 

them. Sir, I will finish within a minute. While we are castigating our young generation, we 

cannot paint the entire young generation vwth a black brush. More than 95 per cent of 

them take care of their parents and grand parents, and of the remaining 5 per cent who 

are ungratefiil, the filial loyalty is not there, the filial gratitude is not there; of those 5 per 

cent who do not look after their parents, even there, the record of the daughters is better 

than the sons. Some psychologists and sociologists have to go into this phenomenon why 

sons of the remaining 5 per cent, who do not look after their parents, are more ungratefiil 

than daughters. Therefore, 1 think, we have to have laws which favour daughters more 

than the sons. (Time bell) I am concluding. Sir. This law is good enough. But, the hon. 

Minister, Shrimati Meira Kumar, is here, and she has 
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a very wide social canvas. I will try to tell her that over a period of time, this law only will 

not be enough. You have to come forward with a law for those children, a penal law for 

those children, who make fortunes out of the misfortunes of their parents. Please think of 

this. rhank you so much. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Mr. Tarlochan Singh, I can allow you 

with the consent of others. There are others also. Take four to five minutes. On that 

condition, I am agreeing. 

SHRI TARLOCHAN SINGH (Haryana): I will take less than that. 
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SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN (West Bengal): Sir, I rise to support the Maintenance and 

Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Bill, 2007. At the outset, I would definitely admit 

that the hon. Minister has taken a commendable stride in bringing this Bill before the 

Parliament. At the same time, she has taken up a very challenging, severe and difficult 

task because the issue relates to such a problem of the society. It is very difficult to 

address that problem only by this legal system. But still a compelling situation needs to be 

created, given the serious degeneration of the social values. I would like to bring to the 

notice of the House that this task is quite challenging and very difficult because it is a kind 

of venture to swim against the current of present day's philosophy of survival of the fittest 

being promoted by the market-driven economic policy paradigm. It has got a tremendous 

impact on the society and it has gone down to such an extent that one should achieve 

success, at any cost, no matter whatever the means, whether it is fair or foul. Even the 

parents are being provoked to teach their children in this manner to achieve, at any cost, 

success in eminent schools. When this is the general atmosphere, it is but natural that in 

the process of dismantling the joint family system and the development of nuclear system, 

we are creating a natural condition for our parents and senior citizens who are neglected 

by their children and who made their career by sacrificing their old-age benefits. 

It is a very difficult task. I must say, it is a kind of big venture to flow against the current. 

I commend the hon. Minister's efforts for bringing this Bill because, in this situation, some 

compelling conditions need to be created in the society. That is why this Bill is very much 

relevant, at this point of time. I would just try to draw a simile with the labour related 

matter. If we only depend on the good wishes and good intentions of the children that they 

will take care of their old age parents, I think, in the present day system, it really becomes 

a difficult task. Similarly, sometimes, our people in the Government expect that the 

employers will themselves comply with the labour laws, so, depend on their good 

intentions and give them the advantage of self-certification. It is that kind of a thing. I 

particularly commend the hon. Minister because she did not depend on this kind of 

uptopian concept and has brought forward this Bill, at least, to create a compelling 

atmosphere, compelling situation by which if the Government acts, definitely, the intended 

benefit can be delivered, at least, to some extent. 

I just would like to point out that only at two places there is a need for reconsideration. 

Firstly, after maintenance has been ordered, but that has not been implemented, there is 

a scope for making a complaint that that order is not being adhered to, therefore, recovery 

be 
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made. Here a debarrring provision has been made that after the issuance of the order, as I 

can understand from clause 5(8) of the Bill, that from the date of order of maintenance 

made by the Tribunal, within three months, you have to file a complaint that this order is 

not being achered to, so recovery initiative be taken. For the old-age parents, for senior 

citizens. It may be difficult, sometimes, because they will also be in a kind of dilemma 

situation whether they should write or make a complaint against their own children. I think, 

this debarring period of three months for recovery application that within three months they 

have to apply, should be deleted. As and when, they are in a position to make a complaint 

for recovery, it should be kept open. 

Secondly, I would like to draw your attention to clause 6 (6) about conciliation. Again, I 

would like to suggest that please, dont keep this open for conciliation; otherwise; 

conciliation is a very good approach when it is between parents and children. But the thing 

is, in the present day enforcement machinery, in the present day standard of governance, 

it will be implemented by the district level governance or the sub-divisional level 

governance. The standards and quality of goverance as it is today, keeping the door open 

for conciliation, will tantamount to unnecessary delay and such kind of delay, even the 

Tribunal will be compelled to condemn and that delay will be fatal and punitive for the 

parents who are to get benefit out of this Bill. Once it comes to the Tribunal, let the 

Tribunal make an inquiry. That provison is fljere. On that basis, by hearing both the parties, 

the Tribunal can give its judgement. 1 think there should be non scope for conciliation. 

The third point is, there is a provision in the Bill for senior citizens or the parents to 

make an appeal. After reading the Bill, I am not very sure whether the children are also 

entitled to appeal against the maintenance order. I think, in the present legal system, you 

just cannot deny the children to make an appeal against the order of the Tribunal. 

If we do that, again there will be other encumbrances, which may make this law 

redundant. I think that guard is also required to be taken. 

In that event, I would like to draw the attention of the hon. Minister that in case children 

appeal against the maintenance order passed by the Tribunal, that appeal should not put 

the maintenance order in abeyance. So, the maintenance order, once issued, has to be 

implemented, no matter even if the children are allowed to appeal against that order. On 

that ground, I think there are certain loopholes here, and those have to be taken care of 

Sir, I did not move any amendment, but I request the hon. Minister to accommodate these 

concerns while framing the rule under this Bill. 

SHRI C. PERUMAL (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I welcome the Maintenance 

and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Bill, 2007, with the hope that it will give relief, 

at least, to some extent, to the 77 million elderly citizens of our country. Looking at the 

conditions prevailing in respect of the senior citizens of the country, we appreciate that the 

Govenunent has come out with this Bill. 

The present day youth of our society has been taught how to earn huge money, but 

they have not learnt how to live with love and sympathy. I think it is the fault of parents, 

who are bringing up their children with the sheer target of making them as an engineer, a 

doctor, or a superior official, but not with a minimum target of making them humanitarian 

persons. Such a situation prevails not only in our country but also even in developed 

countries. 

Though a National Policy on Older Persons was framed in 1999 and a Plan of Action 

had been prepared, this has not been implemented till today. A considerable percentage 

of our 
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country's 77 million elderly continue to live with insecurity, injustice and abuse. Further the 

senior citizen population is expected to go up to 177 million in the next 25 years. Of this 

women will constitute 51 per cent. 

Almost 30 per cent of our elderly people are subject to some form of abuse or neglect 

by their families. Ironically, in spite of this, only one in six of the abused" elderly people 

report the injustice. Shockingly, 47.3 per cent of abuse against elders is committed by 

adult caregivers, partners or family members, while 48.7 per cent of all abuse cases imply 

neglect of an elderly person, abandonment, physical financial or emotional abuse. 

According to a recent survey the problems of the elderly can be broadly categorised as 

economic, health, disability and social. The most prevalent health problems among the 

aged people are related to mental handicap, orthopaedic and ophthalmic problems. 

Loneliness, no source of income, and unemployment were also found to be widespread 

among those people who live in cthes. In metros, lack of adjustment, no source of 

income, non-fulfilment of basic needs and chronic illness are the major problems. 

Unemployment, untulfilled basic needs and no source of income were universally 

prevalent among senior citizens in all rural and urban areas. At the same time, 

orthopaedic and ophthalmic problems are, in addition, very high among the elderly in all 

regions. Apart from the social and health problems, there is a threat for their safety and 

security. This situation exists mostly in the upper middle class and rich parents whose 

child may be working or settled abroad. They are often attacked by unknown culprits and 

the attackers' motive is mainly robbery. 

Hence I request the Government that there should be a special cell in all city police 

stations to deal with security of senior citizens. It must coordinate, monitor and protect the 

old age people. The details of senior citizens, who are living alone, shold be kept at every 

police station, and the names and details of their servants also should be kept in the 

nearest police stations. I requst that this Government should instruct the State 

Governments to introduce this system in all the police stations. Neighbourhood watch 

schemes, patrolling by policemen, and wireless alarm systems should be introduced by 

the local police to prevent robbery and attacks against elderly people while they are alone. 

I welcome the proposal of placing legal obligation through this Bill on children and 

relatives to maintain the senior citizen or parent in order to enable him to live a normal life. 

This obligation should apply to all the Indian citizens, including those living abroad. At the 

same time, I request the Government to take necessary steps for formation of old age 

home in every district in which sufficient medical facilthes and maintenance should be 

provided to those people. 

I would like to request the Government that awareness programmes should be created 

under this law at the district and township levels about the right of senior citizens to apply 

to the tribunal for a monthly allowance from their child when they are unable to maintain 

themselves on their own earnings or property. The tribunal, on its own, should initiate the 

process on complaint for maintenance without any disparity or delay. I request the 

Government to allocate sufficient fund support to State Governments to provide adequate 

monthly maintenance allowance to the old-aged people. The State and the Central 

Government should understand that the old-aged people were once the tax-payers of this 

Government. They were also one; making their contribution for the growth of this country. 

Hence, this is the responsibility of the Central Government to provide proper maintenance 

to those people. 
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It is said that the punishment for not paying them the required monthly allowance shall 

be Rs. 5,000, or up to three months imprisonment, or, both. However, Government should 

also provide rights to the tribunal to order the concerned department of the State 

Government or Central Government to deduct a certain sum from the salary as 

maintenance allowance, and such deducted amount should be provided to the parents if 

they are abandoned by the employed child. 

I feel that the formation of the tribunal under this law will be a source of hope to old 

parents in case of being harassed. I found in the Bill that the tribunal will hear out senior 

citizens' complaints of neglect, physical injury, mental cruelty, separation from families and 

their restoration against their children or others. I would like to urge the Government to 

provide that such newly formed tribunals should also hear complaints regarding non-

availability of old-age pension, medical insurance, etc. the time-limit for disposal of 

complaints is 90 days. I would like to request the Government to reduce the maximum 

time-limit for disposal of complaints to 45 days, since 90 days is too long a period. Also, 

the tribunal should ftinction at the district level and annexed with district courts. 

Sir, on this occasion, I recollect the names of two leaders, our former Chief Minister, 

Dr. M.G. Ramachandran, who had introduced the old age pension scheme in.Tamil Nadu; 

and our great and dynamic leader puratchithalaivi Amma, who had implemented it very 

well in Tamil Nadu. 
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� /	�� ह��	, ��J� F�(j ह��	, �ह ���
 �> �7घI- ��
� ��  $/� 62�	� �ह��	, /�$�
 �� f1	 �ह��	, ����  
�	�� �> 6� �. 1 
ह= �ह	 ��	 ह9 � ���	 �ह �ह
	 ह9 $� �� G�- ह�6	 ह9, �ह ��	
6	 �	 ����'� ह�6	 ह9 � ��	� 
�� ��� F�(j 
ह= �(m� "�O86� F�(j �� �W�6 ह9 � �ह 6� �7!�	� �� �
6	 ह9 � ह�	�� /��3 �> �7!�	� घ� �� 
�2�	 ह�6	 ह9, �$��	� �� �2�	 ह�6	 ह9, ��	� �� �2�	 ह�6	 ह9 &� ��	� �� "�O8 F�(j �� �W�6 ह9 � ��$/� 
�ह���, �9 ����  �	��� �� �ह �ह
	 ;	ह#7�	 $� ��	� �> �ह� �;�P �
	
� ��  $/� :���� ��� ��H �	
#
 

ह= �
	�7�� &� 
 ह� �	
#
 �
	
� �� �	� ;/��	 � �ह 6� �� �#��� �� �;�P ��
�, F��ह	� ��
� &� �7!�	� 
�
	
� �� ह� "�O8 F�(j �	 $
�QP �� ��6� ह9 � �	7� �9 ��	� �	 �� ��	� ह�6	 ह9, *;- ��
� �	/	 �T
 ह9, 
�7 �#� �T
 ह9,;$�Dह�
 �	 $
�QP �� ��6� ह9 � �	7� �> ��	� �	 �� ��	� ह�6	 ह9, *;- ��
� �	/	 �T
 ह9, 
�7 �#� �T
 ह9, ;$�Dह�
 �T
 ह9, ;$�D�	
 �T
 ह2, �ह ��� /�� �	
6� ह9 � �� F�(j 
7�	 ;/ ��6	 ह9, 
/�$�
 ��	� ��  q� �� �ह �ह� �	!6� �� ;/6	 ह9 � ��$/� �ह���,���	 �	

�� �7D� �� �� �ह �.n	� ह2 $� 
���	 $�G��� 6� �ह.6 
o1	 ह9, 8�� ह9, /�$�
 ���> �ह= 
 �ह=, ��H 
 ��H, ��H 
 ��H ��� ह9, $�� �� 
ह� /�� �; 
ह= ��; �	6� � �9 �� �� ��H ��>«� 
ह= ��
	 ;	ह6	 ह#7,/�$�
 �ह �6	
	 ;	ह6	 ह#7 $� �� �9 

�
� ��$
�� �	$<�3 ��, ��$
�� ��!�3 �� 
�!�	� ��6	 ह#7, 6� ��H �m�� ��	� 
ह= ��6	 ह9 � R�	 /�6	 ह2 
$� �� �ह.6 $��� ह9 � �9p/ ह¤/ �> �28� �	7��3 �� �ह �	/#� ह�
	 ;	$ह� $� �ह	7 �28	 ���� �7�� ��!� ह9 � �9 
�ह	7 �� �ह/� �	� ��	 ह#7 � �9 �� �
	
� �	/	 <	, /�$�
 �7��� ���
 ��	, �
	
� �	/	 �+	 ह�6	 ह9, �

� �	/	 
1�0	 ह� ��	 � �9 ��n6	 ह# $� ह� /�� $�;	�G	�	 �� �.+� <�, /�$�
 �� ह� /�� !�	<- �� �.+ �� ह2 � ह� /�� 
$�;	�3 �� 
ह=, �(m� !�	<- �� �.+ �� ह9, ��$/� ह�> �ह �.* ह9 � �ह	7 !�	<- �ह��	, ��  �	�	 !�	<@ ह��	, �ह� 
����  �	�	-�� �ह $�
 �6	 ह2, �ह	7 
	� $/�	 �	6	 ह9, �ह� ��$n� ह9, ;	ह� �ह $��� �� $��	��� �	 G�- �	 
ह9 � ��$/� �	?��� 5S��� F�(j �� ;	ह� �ह 
��$��	 �	 ह� �	 �7$q�	 �	 ह�, ��0�, ��+	, ��	
, $'�	 &� 
!�	!��, ��� �
 �	7; �#/ ��X��6	f7 �� �W�6 ह9 � ���> $'�	 �� �	6 �H ह9, !�	!�� �� �	6 �H ह2 &� 
ह� ��0�, ��+	 &� ��	
 �� �	6 �� �ह� ह2 � �� �W�� ;�%� ह9, �
��  �	� �	�� �	�� ;�%� �6� ह9 � �ह �+� 
*.'� �� �	6 ह9 &� ह� �	

�� �7D� �� G?��	� �>�� $� �
�	 �ह.6 
o1	 F��ह	� ह9 � �9 ��n6	 ह#7 $� �ह 
F��ह	� �7!�	� �
	
� �	 ह9 6<	 &� p�,
� ��
� �� �W�6 ह9 � 
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ह�	�� �� �	

�� ��!� �ह	7 ह9, �ह	7 �� �� �7��' �	6	 ह9 � F�(j �. 1 ��6	 
ह=, F�(j �	 F�(jS�  �2 �	 
ह�6	 ह9, �ह �2��� �	6	 ह9 � ह� F�(j ;/	 �	��	, �. �@ �� �28��	, 6� ���	 �2��� ;/	 �	6	 ह9 � ��$/� �ह 
�7!�	� �
	
> �� �W�6 ह9 � �ह.6 
o1	 ह9 � ���� G?��	� ��6� ह.� $� ��
� ह�> �T�	 $��	 &� �9
� �� �. 1 
��$'' �� &� ��/
� ��  $/� �	ह� $��	 � G?��	� � 
 
 �. �	�� $
�-/	 ��'�	7q� (
	�-$
��$'6) : ����	��� �ह���, ���� �ह/� �9 ����  �	��� �� �7D� �� 
�� �G	H ��
	 ;	ह6� ह#7 $� �?ह3
� �� ��X�� ��!�	 �� �	
#
 �	 �	��� /��� ��	� �	 ��	
 *=;	 � 
/�$�
 �� ��� �.n� �	� �6	 ह9, �� ह� 1�0� <� &� 
7d��3 �	 �	� ;/ �ह	 <	, 6� �� �j ,�!0
 ;C;/ 
$¥0�
 ��  5G	
 �7D� <� � �?ह3
� �� �$6ह	��	� �� �#1	 $� ह� 6� ;	ह6� ह9 $� �7$q�	 ह�>'	 ह�	�� �	h	 � �> 
�ह�, /�$�
 �ह $�. �	7G� �ह.6 �+�+ �� �ह� ह9, ह� �2 �� $ह?�.!6	
 �� 
�
� �	h	 � �> �* ��>  ? �$6ह	��	� 

� �ह	 $� �� ह� 6���	 ह9 $� $ह?�.!6	
� ��� 
 �	
> $� ह� �T
 ह2 &� 
�� �� 
�
� ���� �#/ ��, 6� 
�./	� �
	 ��6� ह9 � �� 
� �	±G� 
� ���� �	d6 ����  $� ह� �T
 ह9, ���	 �	
 ��	�	, ��$/� 
� 
$ह?�.!6	
 �./	� 
ह= �
 ��6	 ह9 � �� $B� ह�> 
�
� �. / ��	� �� �	� $�/	
	 ह��	 $� ह� �T
 ह9, ह�	�� 
w�	 �7!�E $6 �ह� ह9 � �	6E ���� ��, $�6E ���� ��, ह�> $�*	�	 ��	 <	 � �!/	� 
� �ह	 ह2 $� �	± �� �2� 
� 
�;� 
�?
6 ह�6� ह9 � /�$�
 �� R�	 �	
#
 �� �W�6 �ह�#� ह.H, �ह �	�� $/� 
�
� ह	� &� ;C;/ �� ��6 
�	
	 �	 ��6	 ह2 � �� �j �� �	
#
 �� ��X��6	 ह9, /�$�
 ����  �	< �� awareness campaign, /��3 
�> �	6	��P $
C�$6 �	 �	� ;/	
	 ;	$ह� � ����  $/� �9 �7D� �ह���	 �	 ��	
 *=;
	 ;	ह6� ह#7 $� �. / ��	� 
�� ����  $/� �	d6 $��	 �	� $� ह�	�	 ��-F� w�	 ह9, ह�> w�	 ��
	 ;	$ह� &� �� 6� ह�	�� ��' 
� w�	-
w�	 $��	 ह9 � $'�	 ���	 ���� �+	 �	��� ह9 � $'�	 ��  �	�� �> 6� �ह.6 �� �	$<�3 
� �ह	 ह9, �9 �6
� �	6 �ह
	 
;	ह6� ह#7 $� �� �	� ह�	�� �$��	� �> ���� �	�� 
� �ह	 $� �
�� /+�� �H &� �ह	 $� �	7, �9 6.iह	�� �2� 
��	:7 , 6� ���� �+	 �X;�- /�	 � ��
� �ह	 $� �� 6.iह> w�	 ह� ��	 � ��
� �ह	 $� !�# / �> ह�
� "�P 
�. �	� �� �ह	
� �Z� ह9 � घ� ��� ह� ��� /�	 $� �	± ��  $/� �. 1 ��
	 ;	$ह� � ह� $'�	 ��  �	��� �� R�	 
�	6	��P w�3 
 �
	�7 $� ह� $��� �� 
�
� �	6	-$�6	 &� �.�.�� ��  5$6 
�
� �	$�S� �	 ��G ह� � �ह �ह/	 
�	� �W�� ह9 – $'�	 �� 6�B ��	
 ��
	 ��� ��  �	<, �. / ��	� �> �	6	��P $
C�$6 ��  $/� R�� 
$��	
, 
R�� campaigns ;/	
� �� �W�6 ह9, $���� ��	� �� �ह ��G ह� $� �$*� ह�	�	 ��-S� w�	 ह9, ह�> w�	 ह9, 
ह�> w�	 ��
	 ह9, �� 5�	� ��  �	6	��P $
C�$6 ��  $�
	 �� �/ �	
#
 �� �	� 
ह= �
��	 � ह�	�� �ह���� �7!<	 
$�m/� �> �� �ह.6 
o1	 fmq �� ह�� ;/	 �ह� ह9 � �9 �� �.:* �	�� �ह	
� �.
	
	 ;	ह6� ह#7 � �� �$ह/	 �� 
�9
� �ह� �#1	 $� �� �ह	7 �� �H ह9, 6� $��� 
� �'	�	 $��	 $� �
�� �6 �#$1�, w�3$� �
��  ��0� ��  �	� 14 
���� �	/� �/�'	
 ��8� ह9, /�$�
 ���> �	± ��  $/� ��ह 
ह= ह9 � ��� ��  �	<, �� ���	� �+6� ह9, 6� �
��  

o1� �i�?
 �o;�, �.D �	 �.D� �ह6� ह9 $� �� fmq R� ह�� �	/� ह� �
�	 �?6�	� ��$�� &� ��� �Z �� 
�� �ES�. ह� �	6� ह9, 6� �ह6� ह9  $� �� ह� 
(?6� �7!�	� ��$��, ह� �2�� �/� ह� �� �>�� � ��� ��6� ह9, ��� 

ह= ��6� ह9  /�$�
 �ह 6� �	
$��6	 ह9, �ह ��	� 
!�!< ह9, ���� $
'	
� ह9 � ��	� �� !�!< �
	
� ��  $/� 
�� �	
$��6	 �> �$��6-
 /	�� �	6	-$�6	 &� �EM3 �	 �i�	
 ��
� �� ह�	�� �� ��i��	 �ह� ह9, �� ��i��	 
�� 6�B ���� �	d6 ��
� ��  $/� R�� 
$��	
, R�� campaigns �W� ;/	� �	�7,6�� �ह $�/ �	<-� ह��	 � 

�!�	� � �� ��6 �  
 
  �. �����, ��ह 
��"��� (��
-���.��!) : �	

�� ����	��� �ह���, �ह �EM3 �� ��!�	 ह9, 
�	6	-$�6	 f7 �� ��!�	 ह9 � �� ��
 �> ���� ��(!<$6 �	 ���	 ��#� �� �/ ���$/� ह9 w�3$� �9 �� ��D �> �	� 
��6	 ह#7 � �� $���0- ��  

.�	� �? 2013 6� �EM3 �� �7Y�	 10 ���+ ह�
� �	/� ह9 &� 2030 6� 20 ���+ ह�
� 
�	/� ह9 � �EM3 �� �6
� �+� �7Y�	 &� �
� �	/� ��� �> �
�� ��!�	f7 �� ��	
 �> �* �� $
(X;6 6T� �� 
��	� &� ���	� �	 ,;$66 ह�
	 ��X�� �� ह9 � '	�� ��� ��  6ह6 �ह $�/ ���	� 
� /�� ��	 �> �	� 
���	�	 &� 
� �ह	7 �� �� �� ;;Q ह� �ह� ह9 � ���� $ह�	� �� �EM3 �� �6
� �+� �7Y�	 �� R��0 ह9, /	�$�$/0� 

ह= ह9, ��?6. �$�(!<$6�	7 ��/  �H ह9, ह�	�� ��; ��/ �H ह9, �	
$��6	 ��/ �H ह2 � ����  ;/6� �� ह� 
�EM3 �� �	� ��n �ह� ह9 &� �2 �� �
�� $
��$�6 $��	 �	�, �2 �� �
�� ���	 �� �	�, �� f� 
d�� ह�
	 
;	ह �ह� ह9 �  
 
 ����  �	�P w�	 ह9, �� �� �ह.6 $�!6	� �� ;;Q ह� ;.�� ह9 � �� �	�P 6� ह9, $'�	 �	 
�	�, �#��	 
0���, 6���	 �� $�
 ह�
� �	/� 5;	� $B� ,��/ B2 $�/� ��  5$6 5�� &� �$��	� �	 $�*�6	 �	
	 � $���'3 �> 
6� 
� 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
206    Government [RAJYA SABHA] Bill 
 
�ह $�/$�/	 ;/ �+	 ह9 $� �	�	-�	�� �� $��	�� �� /	�� �o;3 �� �ह �ह�	� ���	6� ह9 $� �� 6.iह	�� 
�	�	-�	�� ह9, /�$�
 ह�	�� �ह	7 �� �	�	-�	�� ह�6� ह.� �� ह� �?ह> घ� �� $
�	/
� �� �	6 ��6� ह9 &� ��� ��  
;/6� �ह $�G��� /	�	 ��	 ह9 �  
 
 "��², ;#7$� �9 �� !<	�� �$�$6 �	 ��!� �� ह#7, $���> �ह.6 �ह�	H �� �� �� ;;Q ह.H <�, ,;6
 
ह.� <	, $�;	� ह.� <	 � �� ��� �� �. 1 $�B	$�'> �� �H <�,�7D� �ह���	 
� B��	�	 $� �
�> �� �.Y� 
$�B	$�'3 �� '	�� ���> /� $/�	 ��	 ह9, ��?6. �	!6$��6	 �ह ह9 $� �?ह> $/�	 
ह= ��	 ह9 � ���$/� �.n� 
/�6	 ह9 $� ���> $�$G� �	�-�	ह�  �	�	 ह9, /�$�
 �EM3 �	 �m�	P �TP ह� ��	 ह9 � �� �9 �m�	P ��  
v(O0��P �� �� �� $�;	� ह#7 6� ��*6	 ह#7  $� �EM	"� �� �m�
	 ���> �� �H ह9 � �2�	 $� 
�� $
�-/	 �� 
� 
�6	�	 $� �EM	"� �� �m�
	 ह� 
�
� �� �> �� R�� �m�
	 ह9, �� �o;� �� �� ;�� ��  $/� 5�$�6 ��6� ह9 
$� �	7-�	� �� �ह	7 ���	 �	� �  
 
 �ह���, �9 �� 1�0	 �	 ��	ह�P ��
	 ;	ह6	 ह#7 � �	�!<	
 �> �	� �� �#�	 �	6	 <	 � ��H �� ��� 
घ� �� �	ह� 1�+6	 
ह� <	 � 
�� ��H 1�+6	 <	 6� ��� �ह	 �	6	 <	 $� 6.�
� 
�
� �	7 �� w�3 1�+ $��	 ? 
�� �	� �ह	7 �� 
�	/ �+	 &� ���	� 
� �2 0/ �2 i� /�	� � �	�3 �� �2 0/ �2 i� �> ���	 $��	 ��	 &� ���� 
�2�� ��$��	7 
�, ���7� 
� �	 �	7� ��  5�.M /��3 
� �� 
�
� �	� �� �2 0/ �2 i� �> �	 ����  ��	 ���	 $��	 � 
�	7� ��  �� ���� <�, �� �?ह3
� ��*	 $� 8	�. � �	ह� 
� �� 
�
� �	� �� ��	 ���	 $��	, ;TG�� �	ह� 
� �� 
��	 ���	 $��	, ���7; �	ह� 
� �� ���	 $��	 6� �9 �� 
�
� �	� �� �	 ����  �ह	7 q	/ �#7  � �� ह	/6 �ह ह9 
$� ह� �	7� �> �T'	/	 ह9, $B� �� �+��  �	�3 �� �� �+� ह9 � �� �	� �� n�/
� �	/	 ��H 
ह= ह9 �  
 
 
�� ह�
� �EM	"� �� q	���w0/� �	 �?q	���w0/� 5�S�	$ह6 $��	 6� 
�� �� �7Y�	 �9
� �6	H ह9, 
��� ��*6� ह.�, �
� �	/� ��� �> 
�� �� $��� $�/� �> ��-�� �	 ���-��� �90� �� *�/ �>��, 6� �� �EM3 
�� �� �� ह�
� �	/� 
ह= ह9 � ����  $/� ��X��6	 �ह ह9 $� ह� 
�
� �o;3 &� �$��	� �> ह� �?ह> �*> �  
 
 �9 $�1/> �H �Il �� �� ��D �> �	� ��6	 ह#7 � ह	/	7$� �9 �EM	"� 
ह= ;/	6	 ह#7, /�$�
 �EM3 �� 
�� �� �	 �	� ��6	 ह#7 � �� �
��  !�	!�� �� ��*-��* �� �W�6 ह9 � 'ह� �� �	6 
/� ह9, /�$�
 �	7� �	 
�� �EM ह9, ���	 �o;	 $�V� q	/6	 ह9, �S<� q	/6	 ह9, ��6 q	/6 ह9 �	 1�0	-��0	 �	� ��6	 ह9 � ��� �6	 

ह= ह9 $� ���� �	� �� w�	 �2
�$0� ���	�� ह� �H ह9 �	 w�	 5�!p�0 ह� ��	 � �ह �
��  $/� ��	H /	6	 ह9, $B� 
�ह6	 ह9 $� 
� 6� �ह �.Z	�	 ह9, 6� �ह ���� �.�6
	 ह� ह9, �	�	 ��, 
� �� �ह= �28�  �ह� &� �	�	 �� �28�-
�28�  ��6� �ह6� ह9 � R�� /��3 �� �� �� ��  $/� ��
� ���> w�	 5	�G	
 $��	 ह9 ? ह	/	7$� ���> !�	!�� �	 
5	�G	
 ह9, ��?6. �2q�, ��
� �� !�	!�� �	 5	�G	
 $��	 ह9, ���> R�� �	6> $/*� ह9 $� ����  $/� 'B	*	
� 
�> �� /	�
 ह��� &� $�� ��� �� �ह	7 �	�7�� 6� R�	 ह��	, �ह	 �	��	 $� ��
� �ह.6 �+	 �	� �� $��	 �  
 
 
�� �H, /	�
 6� 
/� 
ह= ह��� ? 6� w�	 ह.�, ���	 � �	��	, /	�
 
/� ह��� � �
��  $/� 
��³� $���- 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Conclude please. 

 �. �����, ��ह 
��"��� : L/�� ��, �9 �ह.6 �i��0µ0 �	6 �ह �ह	 ह#7 � �9 �	IP 
ह= �� �ह	 ह#7 
…(������)…



Government [6 DEC. 2007] Bill   207 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Okay, take two more minutes. 
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Section 16(1) says, "Provided that on appeal, the children or relative who is required 

to pay any amount in terms of such maintenance order shall continue to pay to such 

parents the amount so ordered, in the manner directed by the Appellate Tribunal." 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Shri Malaisamy. You may please stick 

to the time of two minutes. 

DR. K. MALAISAMY (Tamil Nadu): Sir, as a senior citizen, am I entitled for anything 

more? ...{Interruptions)... 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): No, this is the other way round. Senior 

citizens have to pay less in their airline tickets, so, he will get less time. I don't want to 

burden you by giving you more time. So, take only two minutes. 

DR. K. MALAISAMY: I assure you, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, that I will abide by your 

order. At the outset, I hasten to wholeheartedly welcome and support the Bill, which is 

very timely. It is the felt need of the hour, particularly, when the age-old tradition and family 

culture is waning and declining; thanks to the invasion of foreign culture on our culture. Sir, 

the value system is vanishing. Our ethics are eroding, and this is the situation in which it 

has rightly come to protect the parents and senior citizens. I am not going to dilate in detail 

because you have given only two minutes. I will, certainly, abide by the time. I could go 

through the Bill in a cursory and hasty way, and I was able to see that it is well drafted and 

it has come out well. But, at the same time, I have got some innate clarifications to seek 

from the hon. Minister. Clause 2(b) has defined what is meant by "maintenance". 

"Maintenance includes provision of food, clothing, residence, medical attendance and 

treatment." This is known as maintenance. As far as I could see, this is the definition 

which is given. But it looks as if there is a controversy in the body of the Bill. 

I now come to clauses 4(2) and 4(3) of the Bill. Clause 4(2) says, "The obligation of the 

children or relative, as the case may be, to maintain a senior citizen extends to the needs 

of such citizen so that senior citizen may lead a normal life." When we speak about 

maintenance, it has been defined. Whereas, when we come to the later part, it is said, 

"...lead a normal life." For leading a normal life, mere maintenance won't do. That is my 

point. 

Secondly, tribunal has been defined in clauses 7(2) and 9(3). It looks as if the Tribunal 

has got a discretion to do something more than that. I would like to know from the hon. 

Minister whether you mean maintenance alone or the welfare of the parents also. If you 

mean welfare also, then, it needs an amendment. It needs an inclusion. This is the first 

controversy I could see. 

The second controversy which I could see is this. Whether it is a controversy or a 

correlation, she has to clarify that, the CrPC also envisages and contemplates what is 

meant by maintenance, the parent can claim maintenance under the CrPC also. The Bill 

also speaks about maintenance. I would like to know whether this Bill is an extension, or, 

this Bill is an improvement. If that be the case, what is the special feature or the 

improvement you have done over an above the Cr. P.C. which is contemplated? (Time-

bell). 
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Sir, my last point is this. Coming to Shri Gnanadesiican, he was mentioning about the 

executing authority, the Tribunal or the Appellate Tribunal; the Sub-Divisipnal Officer or the 

District Magistrate. He has expressed some reservation as to whether the District 

Magistrate can afford to give full thought over this. According to me, it is a matter relating 

to income, property, land details, this, that, etc. It is the prerogative of the Revenue 

Department alone. The alone can do this kind of a job. It is their lookout how to manage 

the priority. {Time-belt) The Sub-Divisional Officer and the District magistrate should 

continue ..{Interruptions).. 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): You have made your point. 

DR. K. MALAISAMY: Thank you. Sir. 
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Thank you Chaturvediji. You have made 

a good suggestion. 
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�ह.6 G?��	� � 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Now, the question is: 

That the Bill to provide for more effective provisions for the maintenance and 

welfare of parents and senior citizens guaranteed and recognised under the 

Constitution and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto, as passed by 

Lok Sabha, be taicen into consideration. 

The motion was adopted 

Now, we shall take up clause-by-clause consideration of the Bill. 

Clauses 2—32 were added to the Bill 

Clause 1, the Enacting Formula and the Title were added to the Bill. 

SHRIMATI MEIRA KUMAR: Sir, I beg to move: 
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That the Bill be passed. 

The question was put and the motion was adopted. 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT 

(SHRI OSCAR FERNANDES): Sir, will my subject be taken up? 

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Yes. Actually, yesterday the discussion 

cm situation arising out of the misuse of funds provided by the Central Government under 

the National Rural Employment Guarantee Ptogrammerraised by Shri V Narayanasamy, 

was not concluded. So, that will be taken up first. But, I request all the speakers on this 

subject to be very brief because the next Short Duration Discussion has to be taken up. 

Now, before I call Mr. Gill, I want the Minister to lay a statement on the Table. 

_______ 

Statements by Ministers—Contd. 

STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN 

THE TWENTY-EIGHTH REPORT OF PARLL^iMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
0�
�, ��"�� 
�1� (
� �घ���� ���� ��ह) : �ह���, �9 $��	� �7�7$G6 d	��P $��	� �7�7G� �7���� !<	�� 

�$�$6 ��  
�	H��> 5$6���
 �> 
76C�O0 $�B	$�'3 ��  �	�Q?��
 �� (!<$6 ��  �7�7G �> �� �jF� ��	 �0/ 
�� �*6	 ह#7 � 

_______ 

SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION 

Situation Arising out of Misuse of Funds provided by the Central Government under 

National Rural Employment Guarantee Programme 

DR. M.S. GILL (Punjab); Thank you, Mr. Vice-Chairman. I want to thank Mr. 

Narayanasamy for somehow managing to, not on a Friday, but on a Thursday, raise a 

discussion on perhaps the most important project of this UPA Government which is the 

rural employment progranime which Mrs. Gandhi, the UPA Chairperson, the Prime 

Minister and many others, I suppose, have pushed hard to try, and, somehow, get it down 

to rural India, to ground India and to poor India. It has been running. I think, for a number 

of years now and something like, may be, Rs. 30,000 crores or more or whatever have 

been spent on it; I am guessing this. I also see that a decision has been taken to 

implement it from 200 districts to 600 districts, w^ich means really the whole India; maybe 

a few districts will be left out; I can't say. Therefore, there is a determination to move 

forward and to expand it to a section of people which needs tremendous help. Arjun 

Sengupta's Report, has, I think, highlighted the whole situation even more dramatically. 

Eighty-six per cent or whatever of people with twenty rupees or less. And, that is the area 

which is linked to this scheme also and endeavours to try and do something for them. And, 

therefore, I think, Mr. Narayanasamy's success in bringing this forward has to be 

commended because you need to discuss and assess where have you got. 1 have been, 

over the last couple of years, hearing a very able Minister of Rural Development, our friend 

from Bihar, and whenever he takes over, I don't think anybody is really able to beat him up 

on his assertion that the programme is doing tremendously well and there are great 

achievements in it. I have certainly heard it that way. But, while that may be true, partly or 

wholly, an assessment, a critical assessment, by this country, by this Parliament, is 

necessary. And, therefore, I look at what has come up today. Now, I heard Mr. 

Narayanasamy and 


