GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF TOURISM

RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 227
ANSWERED ON 24.03.2022

DEVELOPMENT OF ICONIC TOURIST SITES OF ODISHA

227. SHRI PRASANNA ACHARYA:
Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state:

(@)  the details of iconic tourist sites in the country which are to be developed into
world class tourist destinations and whether it includes any tourist sites of the
State of Odisha;

(b) if not, the reasons therefor; and

(c)  whether the State Government of Odisha has requested for inclusion of tourist
sites of the State including Konark Sun Temple, Chilika Lake, Bhitarkanika
National Park, Similipal National Park and Diamond Triangle Buddhist Circuit
etc., in the list of iconic sites, if so, the steps taken by Government in this
regard?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF TOURISM (SHRI G. KISHAN REDDY)

(@to(c): A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT IN REPLY TO PARTS (a) TO (c) OF RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 227 ANSWERED ON 24.03.2022 REGARDING
DEVELOPMENT OF ICONIC TOURIST SITES OF ODISHA.

(@) to(c):  The Ministry of Tourism has formulated ‘Development of Iconic Tourist
Destinations’ scheme for development of 19 identified destinations. Konark in the

State of Odisha is included in the list of identified destinations.
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SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, the Ministry of Tourism runs a Buddhist tourism circuit
and it covers Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh. My question to the
hon. Minister is this. Will Odisha, which has such a rich Buddhist heritage, be
included in this circuit? Even in his own State of Telangana, some of the most rich
heritage sites have been discovered, namely, Phanigiri. So, | would ask the hon.
Minister whether he would consider including other States like Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Telangana and, most importantly, Odisha to which this question refers. |
know you won't allow me to go beyond Odisha. But | am using Odisha as peg to ask
this question. We should not keep it restricted only to Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat
and Andhra Pradesh, which are very important. | think India's Buddhist circuit covers
a larger part of the country. So, | would request the hon. Minister to consider this.
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SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, part (a) of main question is about the details of iconic
tourist sites in the country which are to be developed into world class tourist
destinations. The statement says that the Ministry of Tourism has formulated
'Development of Iconic Tourist Destinations' scheme for development of 19 identified
destinations but no detail has been given. | would like to know whether Tamil Nadu
has got any destination which has been earmarked.

i} Sft .fohera ¥ : <RIU, g8 WBIF under consideration € 3R 9 TR T4l 81 I&! &
37 THISTeT W19 BT YYa T8 gl 21 TS af ff Thi B, et of +ff T 2,
3T -3 SIHTEI Bl ThI+ &1 Il Ueh a1k TYdel &l SIY, I d1g § HdS &
AT IATH |

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Q.No. 228 is about hosting of Olympic Games-2036. Shri
Sanjay Raut, not present. Any supplementaries ?

*228. [The questioner was absent. ]
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