GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2455
TO BE ANSWERED ON: 24.03.2022

Land Desertification and Forest Degradation
2455. SMT. RAJANI ASOKRAO PATIL

Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that land desertification and forest degradation has increased;
(b) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor; and
(c) steps Government has taken in this regard?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE
CHANGE
(SHRI ASHWINI KUMAR CHOUBEY)

(a) and (b):

Desertification and Land Degradation Atlas of India, published by Space Applications Centre,
Indian Space Research Organisation, Ahmedabad, states that the land degradation in the country
has increased to 97.84 million hectares in 2018-19from 96.32 million hectares in 2011-13. The
State —wise details in respect of Land Degradation/Desertification is at Annexure L.

India State of Forest Report(ISFR) -2021 states that the total forest cover of the country
has increased by 12,294 square kilometer during last seven years (ISFR-2015 to ISFR-2021).The
State —wise details in respect of total forest cover, is at Annexure II.

(0):
The Government is implementing several schemes/ programmes contributing to restoration of
desertified land and degraded forest which include inter—alia:

(1) The National Afforestation Program:  National Afforestation and Eco-
Development Board (NAEB) is implementing National Afforestation Programme
(NAP) for ecological restoration of degraded forests and adjoining areas through
people's participation. An amount of 203.95 crore has been released to the States to
treat area of 37110 hectares during last three years and current year under NAP.
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(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

)

(vi)

Projects are taken to check land degradation under the National Mission on
Himalayan Studies (NMHS) through community-based plantation towards land
reclamation, land greening through afforestation and plantation towards watershed
management. The total area on which land restoration activities have been conducted
under NMHS, during 2016-17-2021-22, is 955.9 ha with a budget of Rs. 14.24 crore

Green India Mission: National Mission for Green India (GIM) aims at protecting,
restoring and enhancing India’s forest cover by means of plantation activities in forest
and non-forest areas. GIM activities were started in the FY 2015-16. So far, a sum of
Rs. 594.28 Crores have been released to fifteen States namely Andhra Pradesh,
Arunachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Manipur,
Mizoram, Odisha, Punjab, Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Sikkim, West
Bengal, and one union territory Jammu & Kashmir for creation of plantation over an
area of 117503 ha.

Watershed Development Component of Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojna
(PMKSY):Department of Land Resources is implementing Integrated Watershed
Management Programme (IWMP) since 2009-10, with objective to develop rainfed
and degraded lands. The activities undertaken, inter alia, include ridge area
treatment, drainage line treatment, soil and moisture conservation, rainwater
harvesting, nursery raising, pasture development, livelihoods for asset less persons,
etc through interventions seeks to ensure sustainable development through improved
natural resource management and better resilience of farmers to climate change.

Government of India through various schemes under the ambit of afforestation
parameterof the Twenty point programme, is annually taking up afforestation over 2.0
million hectares since 2019-20.

The Ministry on various occasions like International Day of Forests, World
Environment Day, Van Mahotsav, Wild life week, International day for biological
diversity etc. promotes mass tree plantation and disseminates knowledge about tree
plantation and conservation of forests among public through various conferences,
workshops, brochures, sign boards etc.

*k*k

258



Annexure-l

State and UT wise status of Desertification and Land Degradation in India

Name of the State

Total Area under
Desertification
(hectares) (2011-

Total Area under
Desertification
(hectares) (2018-

13) 19)

1. | Andhra Pradesh 2298758 2378042
2. | Arunachal Pradesh | 153933 200683
3. | Assam 716596 834530
4. | Bihar 694809 746586
5. | Chhatisgarh 2211153 2306531
6. | Delhi 89868 91543
7. | Goa 192973 194877
8. | Gujarat 10261641 10248057
9. | Haryana 338964 364154
10. | Himachal Pradesh | 2394240 2400300
11. | Jammu and | 1070856 1136013

Kashmir
12. | Jharkhand 5498726 5482260
13. | Karnataka 6951000 6959847
14. | Kerala 379587 422299
15. | Ladakh 6898745 7098768
16. | Madhya Pradesh 3804315 3859735
17.| Maharashtra 13825935 14306029
18. | Manipur 601959 612566
19. | Meghalaya 494880 557576
20. | Mizoram 187453 275827
21. | Nagaland 786678 828943
22.| Orissa 5304114 5359014
23. | Punjab 144653 167989
24. | Rajasthan 21526512 21237665
25. | Sikkim 78749 84610
26. | TamilNadu 1543898 1599981
27.| Telangana 3598856 3638508
28. | Tripura 437128 447378
29. | Uttar Pradesh 1528997 1549608
30. | Uttarakhand 648253 673894
31.| West Bengal 1733931 1784345

Total 96398161 97848160
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Annexure -l

ISFR 2015 ISFR 2021
States/UTs Geogal;aer;hlcal Totgl Forest | 1 tal Forest Cover
over
(square _(square
kilometres) kilometres)
Andhra Pradesh* 162,968 26,006 29,784
Arunachal Pradesh 83,743 67,154 66,431
Assam 78,438 27,538 28,312
Bihar 94,163 7,254 7,381
Chhattisgarh 135,192 55,559 55,717
Delhi 1,483 188.77 195
Goa 3,702 2,210 2,244
Gujarat 196,244 14,710 14,926
Haryana 44,212 1,580 1,603
Himachal Pradesh 55,673 14,707 15,443
Jharkhand 79,716 23,524 23,721
Karnataka 191,791 36,449 38,730
Kerala 38,852 19,278 21,253
Madhya Pradesh 308,252 77,426 77,493
Maharashtra 307,713 50,699 50,798
Manipur 22,327 17,083 16,598
Meghalaya 22,429 17,262 17,046
Mizoram 21,081 18,717 17,820
Nagaland 16,579 12,939 12,251
Odisha 155,707 50,460 52,156
Punjab 50,362 1,771 1,847
Rajasthan 342,239 16,106 16,655
Sikkim 7,096 3,353 3,341
Tamil Nadu 130,060 26,208 26,419
Telangana 112,077 19,854 21,214
Tripura 10,486 7,890 7,722
Uttar Pradesh 240,928 14,401 14,818
Uttarakhand 53,483 24,272 24,305
West Bengal 88,752 16,826 16,832
A&N Islands 8,249 6,751 6,744
Chandigarh 114 21.66 22.88
aadra. & Nagar 491 206 207.31
aveli #

Daman & Diu # 111 19.61 20.44
Jammu & Kashmir** 22,988 21,387
Ladakh 222,236 0 2,272
Lakshadweep 30 27.06 27.10
Puducherry 490 56.95 53.30
Grand Total 3,287,469 701,495 713,789
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