GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION & BROADCASTING

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION No.2484
(TO BE ANSWERED ON 24.03.2022)

CLOSING DOWN OF TERRESTRIAL BROADCASTING STATIONS
2484. SHRI PRASANNA ACHARYA:
Will the Minister of Information and Broadcasting be pleased to state:

(@) whether Prasar Bharti has decided to close down the Terrestrial Broadcasting
Stations of Doordarshan and AIR, if so, the reasons therefor;

(b) whether the Sambalpur Stations of AIR and Doordarshan are included in it;

(c) the number of employees to be affected by this decision and the blue print for
their convenient re-settlement; and

(d) whether the protection and promotion of art, culture, music, song and language
of the local areas would be adversely affected by such decision, if so, whether
the decision will be changed?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING; AND MINISTER OF
YOUTH AFFAIRS AND SPORTS

(SHRI ANURAG SINGH THAKUR)

(@) & (b) In view of emerging trends in Broadcasting and availability of “DD
FreeDish”, a free-to-air Direct to Home (DTH) Service of Prasar Bharati, in the country
carrying more than 150 TV channels including 51 educational channels free of cost
without any monthly subscription, the Analogue Terrestrial TV (ATT) Transmitters of
Doordarshan carrying only one channel have lost their relevance and have become
obsolete. The signals of “DD FreeDish” can be received in the country with the help of
small sized low cost dish receive units. Accordingly, Prasar Bharati has decided to
phase out the obsolete ATTs. So far, more than 1200 Doordarshan ATTs have been
shut down in a phased manner. Doordarshan Analogue High Power Transmitters
(HPTs) at Sambalpur, Odisha were closed down on 31.12.2021 along with many other
ATTs. However, the Programme production activities at Doordarshan Kendra
Sambalpur are continuing.
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(c) Employees are not likely to be affected by this decision as re-skilling and re-
deployment of staff from these installations is done on a need basis.

(d) No, Sir. The rationalisation of obsolete terrestrial transmitters has no bearing on
content generation by the AIR and DD Kendras.
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