GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
DEPARTMENT OF SPACE
RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2530
TO BE ANSWERED ON THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2022

THREATS POSED BY SPACE DEBRIS

2530. SHRI M. MOHAMED ABDULLA:
Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government is aware of the threats posed by space junk and space debris, the
details thereof;

(b) the steps taken by Government to tackle the growing issue of space debris and space junk,
the details thereof;

(c) if not, the reasons therefor; and

(d) the stand of Government on the introduction of Low Earth Orbit based Satellite Internet

services and the details thereof?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PERSONNEL, PG &
PENSIONS AND IN THE PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE
(DR. JITENDRA SINGH):

@) Yes, Sir.

(b) ISRO has setup a Directorate (Directorate of Space Situational Awareness and
Management) at ISRO HQ to deal with Space Debris related issues. A dedicated SSA
Control Centre is set up in Bengaluru to coordinate all space debris related activities in

ISRO and to safeguard Indian operational space assets from collision threats. The
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collision threats to Indian space assets are analysed and estimated daily, and in case of
critical collision threats, collision avoidance manoeuvres are designed and executed to
mitigate the collision threats and hence safeguarding Indian Space Assets. ISRO is also
planning to have its own observational facilities to track and catalogue the space objects.
Also, ISRO has been coordinating and collaborating with International Space
Organisations in dealing with the space debris issues and efforts have been made to
contain the growth of the space debris environment.

(© Does not arise

(d) Low Earth Orbit constellations of satellites are owned and operated by global operators.
The services of such constellations over India require
(i) authorization for space systems, and
(it)  license for providing communication and internet services.
Proposals are received from some of the global operators for providing services over

India, which are under process.
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