GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT OF SCHOOL EDUCATION & LITERACY

RAJYA SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3877
TO BE ANSWERED ON 06.04.2022

STEPS TO INCENTIVIZE EDUCATION FOR POOR SECTIONS OF THE SOCIETY

3877. SHRIK.T.S TULSI:
Will the Minister of EDUCATION be pleased to state:

(@) the literacy rate in the country for 2020-21 and the current financial year; and

(b) the steps taken by Government to incentivize pursuit of education by poor sections of the
society at the primary and secondary level?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
(SMT. ANNPURNA DEVI)

@ The literacy data in the country is collected through decennial census operation
conducted by Registrar General of India. The last Census was held in 2011. As per the Census

2011, the literacy rate in the country was 72.98 per cent.

(b) The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009 provides
for access to elementary schools for children of the age group of 6-14 years, within the
defined area or limits of neighbourhood. Section 12 (1)(c) of the RTE Act, 2009 provides for
admission of children belonging to disadvantaged groups (DG) and economically weaker
sections (EWS) in private unaided schools to the extent of at least 25 percent of the strength of
class | or below.

The Department of School Education and Literacy had launched an Integrated Scheme
for School Education - Samagra Shiksha with effect from 2018-19. The scheme envisages
school education as a continuum from pre-school to senior secondary level and aims to ensure
inclusive and equitable quality education for all. Under the scheme, financial assistance is

provided to States and UTs for undertaking various activities to reduce number of out of
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school children including opening/strengthening of new schools upto senior secondary level,
construction of school buildings & additional classrooms, setting up, up-gradation and
running of Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas (KGBV), setting up of residential
schools/hostels, free uniforms, free text books and undertaking enrolment & retention drives.
Further, special training for age appropriate admission of out of school and residential as well
as non-residential training for older children, seasonal hostels / residential camps, special
training centres at worksites, transport/ escort facility are also supported to bring out of school
children to the formal schooling system. Also, mid-day meal is provided to students at the
elementary level of education. Further, under the student oriented component for the children
with special needs, financial assistance is provided for identification and assessment of
children with special needs, aids and appliances, braille kits and books, appropriate teaching
learning material and stipend to girl students with disability etc.

In addition, a Central Sector Scheme ‘National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship
Scheme (NMMSS)’ was launched in May, 2008 with the objective to award scholarships
to meritorious students of economically weaker sections to arrest their drop out at class
VIl and encourage them to continue their studies at secondary stage. Under NMMSS,
scholarship @ Rs. 12,000/- per annum is given to students belonging to economically weaker
sections of the society for study in class IX to XII in a State Government, Government-aided

and Local Body schools.
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