GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION No. 4051
TO BE ANSWERED ON: 07.04.2022

Problem of monkeys in urban areas
4051 DR. ASHOK BAIJPAL:

Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government is aware of the unaddressed problem of monkeys in urban areas of
the country including Agra, Mathura, Lucknow, Vrindavan& many other cities;

(b) the details of policy initiatives, action plan and efforts, if any, taken by Government in
regard to the above and its results;

(©) whether Government has anywhere tried for creation of Monkey Rescue Centers or
Monkey Safari in the forest area outside urban areas; and

(d) if so, the results thereof?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND
CLIMATE CHANGE
(SHRI ASHWINI KUMAR CHOUBEY)

(a) The Government is aware of the problems caused by monkeys in the country
including in the State of Uttar Pradesh.

(b) to (d) The National Zoo Policy, 1998 and ‘Recognition of Zoo Rules, 2009, including
‘Guidelines for the establishment and scientific management of zoos in India,
2008°, issued by the Central Zoo Authority, facilitates establishment and
scientific management of rescue centres for wild animals including monkeys.

The Ministry has issued an Advisory to deal with human wildlife conflict to
States/UTs on 06.02.2021, which also provides for constitution of Co-ordination
committee at the State/UTs level, District Level Coordination Committees,
establishment of Rapid Response Teams, etc.

The Ministry has approved a pilot project on immuno-contraception for
population management of wild animals.
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The Ministry has, in 2018, increased ex-gratia relief under Centrally Sponsored
Schemes in case of depredation by wild animals.

Periodic awareness campaigns to sensitize, guide and advise the general public
on man-animal conflict, including dissemination of information through various
forms of media are undertaken.

Based on the proposals received from the State Governments, the Central Zoo
Authority has accorded approval for the establishment of monkey rescue centres
in Mathura, Uttar Pradesh and Haldwani, Uttarakhand.

The Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 also empowers the Chief Wildlife

Wardensor the authorized officers to manage animals that have become
dangerous to human life and property.
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