GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING

RAJYA SABHA

STARRED QUESTION NO. 23
TO BE ANSWERED ON 03/02/2022

NEWS CHANNELS PROMOTING ANTI-NATIONAL THINKING
*23. SHRI RAM CHANDER JANGRA:

Will the Minister of INFORMATION & BROADCASTING
be pleased to state:

(@)  whether Government is taking any action against the news channels and
journalists who are promoting anti-national thinking;

(b)  if so, the details thereof; and
(c) whether any legal provision is under consideration to put curbs on such
channels and journalists in future, the details thereof?
ANSWER

MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING; AND MINISTER OF
YOUTH AFFAIRS AND SPORTS (SHRI ANURAG SINGH THAKUR)

(a) to (c): A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT AS REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a) TO (c) OF RAJYA
SABHA STARRED QUESTION NO. 23 FOR ANSWER ON 03.02.2022

(a) to (c): All programmes telecast on private satellite TV channels are required to
adhere to the Programme Code laid down in Cable Television Networks Rules,
1994 which inter-alia provides that no programme should be carried in the cable
service which is likely to encourage or incite violence or contains anything against
maintenance of law and order or which promote anti-national attitudes. The
Government takes action against private satellite TV channels in cases where
Programme Code is found to be violated, by way of issuing Advisories, Warnings,
Apology Scroll Orders, Off-air Orders, etc. The Ministry also issues Advisories from
time to time to private satellite TV channels for adhering to the Programme Code.
Besides, the Cable Television Network (Amendment) Rules, 2021, notified on
17.6.2021 inter-alia provides for a three level mechanism for redressal of

grievances relating to violation of Programme Code by the broadcasters.

For Print Media, Press Council of India, set up under the Press Council Act, 1978,
functions with twin objectives to preserve the freedom of the Press and to maintain
and improve the standards of newspapers and news agencies in India. The Council
has framed ‘Norms of Journalistic Conduct’ for adherence by the media, which
inter-cover principles and ethics of journalism and guidelines for news reporting.
These inter-alia contain norms relating to ‘paramount national interest’ including
those which are likely to jeopardize, endanger or harm the interest of the State and
Society. The Council looks into complaints against print media / a violation of

Norms of Journalistic Conduct under Section 14 of the Press Council Act, 1978.
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IsT |H
aRifhd geaT WEAT 23
(feetih 03.2.2022 FT 3ca¥ & & faw)

Tree-faet | & Tgrar & I FATER A9
*23. st TH g AT

FAT I 3R THROr 7t g T FA1 F

(@) T Ig-fFAT BT FT FErar ¢ alel AR Aol IR TFRERT & [G%g
HIHR AR IS HRATS I ST T &

(@) IS &, df dedetl s &F T §; 3R

(1) AT AT H TH YeTell 3 TFhRT TR Aok o1 & TAT el Sisfelt Hraeime
9R AR forar 57 38T 8, dcaet salkr #ar g2

£330
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(®) & (I): T AIRUT T Yo W 3@ fear = g
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RAF 03.02.2022 F ST THT dRIfFd Td H. 23 & HET (F) ¥ (M) & Ieal A
sfeaf@a [avor

(®) & (J): USde Jase dolal W ARG TFHT FAhaAT & o0 shael Cellfdeted
dcad fAgA, 1994 # AU HR-IFA FRar &1 dreed Ha 3ufag § Fad 3y
dTdl & AIY-ATY g UG ¢ [ dhdel Qa3 # 0F R S0%wA & A8 gaRd
forar S arfge G far & ggar Fee ar §ar 3eare A« fr draar g ar
o @t 3R cTaEdT & S0 @ & Tavg @i o a1d g a1 S Tsg-faed
Ygfcd & FgraT &1 WHR 3 AFHC H Wigde Aorse Idr el & g Frars
A & a8 FR%HH Ffedr &1 3edud 9T ST §, ST Tsasen), Admasr SRy
AT, &TAT THIT Tellel o IS, TARUT ¢ el & AU AR AT 377 fAer Bl
FATAT UISde ACATSC AT deTell ol hIUshal ATl Pl Uleled el & [olT THI-THT
W USasel Y ST aar g1 g9k 3rerar, 17.6.2021 &1 3RAgfId Fae TfasreT
dcas (FAee) fAgaA, 2021 & 3T ardl & AY-A1T THRBT GaRT HAhA Higdl &
Joodd ¥ Fefad Reraal & g & v 3 Tl dF &7 9ag g

98 gRwe HfAfATH, 1978 & dgd TUfd, M ARSI & dey &, #aRdAT 99
oRwe, ARG & 99 A Taddar H IRIET e R FAGR 957 997 FAER
TSI & Al @ TAT WA 3N 377 FUR HE & ale) 36T & @Y H HIr
gl IR o HSIT G@RT HeuTelet & AT “TFehRdl 3TER0T & AlUs” IR e §
Sod 3=T adl & QrY-AY gFRiar & [@tdled R 3R qur #ga Raiféer &
feenfader enfer €1 S8 3T adl & AY-ATY “HAAR AT Bd” d GERd
AAGs 6T v § ST Y STl & Tt AlGUs eMiAd ¢ foerd oXr 3R @ &
ffd @R, The A 3T A FHEGAT & AT Fd 36 Jhdle qgu bl 8l 9Rvg,
9g 9Rwe FfAfET#H, 1978 & ORT 14 & dgd B ABFImamesRar 3mRer &
HAIEST & 3oodd & [a%g RISRIAr 1 Sia adl gl
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SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL: Nowadays, the Government is taking action against some
particular media channels citing the reason of anti-national activities. We are also very
much keen to know about anti-national activities which are happening on some
channels. We are also very much concerned about it. But, the complaint in the public
domain is that this Government is misusing this penal code to suppress the freedom
of expression in the country, freedom of press in the country. Recently, one media
channel has been given the direction to stop their telecast by the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting by citing the same security issue. Sir, we would like to
know whether they have done anything wrong or not. We would like to know from the
Government as to what crime they have committed.

DR. L. MURUGAN: Sir, our Government is concerned about the freedom of speech
and freedom of expression. | want to convey to the hon. Member that we are not in
1975, we are not in Emergency; we are in a brightened period under the Modi
Government. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL: That is why we are asking this question.
...(Interruptions )...Sir, this is not the way to answer. ...(Interruptions)...

DR. L. MURUGAN: | am coming to my answer. ...(Interruptions)... EIGRIE] 39!‘ 4Tl
Gﬂ, JMIBI W answer 1T ar ﬂll%QI You have to listen my answer.

...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please take your seats. ...(Interruptions)...

DR. L. MURUGAN?: Sir, Shri Venugopal's question is on media one. Sir, on media
one, we are not doing anything. Sir, whatever channel permissions we are giving, all
the media channels have to get security clearance from the Home Ministry.
...(Interruptions)...Sir, apart from this, this matter is subjudice also.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL: Sir, as a Member of Parliament, we have right to know.
...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Venugopalj, he is answering, please listen.
...(Interruptions)...
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DR. L. MURUGAN: Also, Sir, within two months, our Government initiated action
against sixty channels. ...(/nterru,oﬁons)...

DR. AMEE YAJUNIK: Sir, he should read everything without the phobia.
DR. L. MURUGAN: | am not reading. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Nothing is going on record, let him answer.
...(Interruptions)...

DR. L. MURUGAN: Their content was against the integrity of the nation and the
content was against the safety of the country, so we cannot tolerate it. For example,
60 channels, it is youtube channels, twitter and facebook accounts from Pakistan
were blocked because they disturbed the nation's security. That is the thing.

it STUMER : o, SR (S1.) SLULI™ (RET.) from Lok Sabha chamber, 30
39T FaTA B |

LT. GEN. (DR.) D.P. VATS (RETD.): Sir, through you, | would like to ask the hon.
Minister about the action against the people who come on media and use the filthy
language. The channels which give fake news, | would like to know whether only the
action was initiated or it culminated into punishment also.

DR. L. MURUGAN: Sir, | want to convey, through this august House, to the Member
again that we are concerned about the freedom of speech and freedom of
expression. Sir, the Press Council of India is there. A three-tier mechanism is there.

o} STUI : wiloT, i TR IohN 910 7 B, Tg Rdbls & Tl off 38T 8

DR. L. MURUGAN': Sir, a three-tier mechanism is there, one is self-regulatory. Then,
self regulating bodies can take. Then, if the grievances are not sorted out, then, only
inter-Departmental Committee is going to take the grievances, and sort it out. | want
to tell that we initiated 160 cases against the TV Channels.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, the Question Hour is over.

77



