GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE

RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO.66
TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 8™ FEBRUARY, 2022

ALARMING RISE IN OMICRON CASES IN THE COUNTRY
66 SHRI T.G. VENKATESH:
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:
(a) whether the Ministry has taken note of the alarming rise in the spread of Omicron
variant of COVID-19 cases in the country that 1s paralyzing the health conditions
of the people;

(b) 1f s0, the details thereof; and

(c) the steps being taken by Government to obviate this in the country?

ANSWER
THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE
(DR MANSUKH MANDAVIYA)

(a)to (¢) A Statement 1s laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 66* FOR 8" FEBRUARY, 2022

(a) to (¢): With the reporting of Omicron Variant, a highly mutated variant of SARS-
CoV-2 virus and its classification as a Variant of Concern (VoC) by the World Health
Organization (WHO), the Union Ministry of Health & FW revised its ‘Guidelines for
international arrivals’. Following a risk based approach, provisions for mandatory pre-
departure & post arrival RT-PCR testing on day 8™ of arrival and a mandatory home
quarantine for 7 days have been made in the present guidelines for all international
travelers to India.

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare continues to provide technical guidance for
managing various aspects of COVID-19 mcluding containment and surveillance,
testing, clinical management protocols, post-COVID sequale, etc. The -clinical
management protocols have also been disseminated under Ministry of Health & FW’s
Center of Excellence imitiative for all States collaboration with AIIMS, Delhi and Indian
Medical Association.

Besides regular review meetings at the level of Union Health Minister with all
relevant stakeholders including subject experts, review meetings with States/UTs
through video conferencing have been conducted regularly to review preparedness and
response measures to address COVID-19 pandemic. States/UTs have been advised to
undertake the following activities:

e Strict monitoring of International travelers in the community.

e Contact tracing of positive individuals & follow up for 14 days.

e Genome sequencing of positive samples through INSACOG Labs in a prompt
manner.

¢ Continued monitoring of areas where cluster of positive cases emerge.

e Further strengthening of COVID-19 ftesting infrastructure and ensuring early
1dentification of cases through adequate testing across the States.

e Ensuring preparedness of health infrastructure (availability of ICU, oxygen
supported beds, ventilators, etc.) and upgrading health infrastructure under ECRP-II
including in rural areas and for pediatric cases.

e Commissioning all PSA plants, ensuring sufficient logistics, drugs etc.

e Ensuring COVID-19 vaccination for the eligible population including coverage
among young adolescents (15-18 years) and precaution dose for health care workers,
frontline workers and elderly with co-morbidities.

e Ensuring adherence to COVID Appropriate Behaviour.
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Union Ministry of Health & FW continues to provide support to States/UTs to
enhance preparedness and response capacities against COVID-19 and other public
health emergencies. Funding support 1s also provided to States/UTs through National
Health Mission, State Disaster Response Funds (SDRF) and Emergency COVID-19
Response and Preparedness packages. Under ECRP Phase II, a package of Rs. 23,123
crore (with Rs. 15,000 Cr as Central Component) has been approved. Of this, as on 31*
January 2022, funds to the tune of Rs. 7245.95 crore have been released to States/UTs
as part of Central component to strengthen health infrastructure to manage any surge in
cases.

Omicron variant 1s the dominant variant in the country presently. The current
surge of COVID-19 cases in the country 1s showing a sustained declining trend since
21 January 2022.
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SHRI T.G. VENKATESH: Sir, my first supplementary question to the hon. Minister is
that the manufacturing of vaccine for controling Covid-19 disease has been
successfully done by the Modi Government. It has successfully been administered to
more than 100 crores people who are vaccinated now, and, globally, also, we are in a
position to supply. But this vaccine is only preventive.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please be brief.

SHRI T.G. VENKATESH: Spreading of virus will not be controlled only by masks. For
this purpose, heap filters have to be installed. Is the Government going to take steps
for installing heap filters in the Central Hall of Parliament and other places also?

S1. AgE AisfeE : STNHfd 78ISy, AT 9w | S H¥ gOT §, 98 9
DIfds &k & Hed 3 § i PIfds o foa sRRER 7, fobae e R &1 81 ¥R,
T I8 ST §¢ G 81 X8 § % 7 Baa a1 F ICMR 7, 9fcw Sud remar fiwa &
|4 scientific institutes 7 HET & T <11 oM -\E[, vaccination & ST ¥ &9 Difds
mor‘talitySfR' hospitality rate B HH B B & AR Ts’successfullyﬂv'q'g'liﬂ'g'l

JUFATYRT HEIGd, 3 9T §¢ Gei 81 ¥31 3 b o1 <91 H 97.6 WS 99
AN B B SISl A7 gl 8 3R 77 TRT ANl BT Yabe S o1 gl 51 [azg Y
SIS DSt H A 90 TRHT ¥ above W B SIdT &l ol 1 I8 fEgwae = e
&S B A Jem F3 St % S A 89 Covid Crisis & | 37261 7¥E § ASTy
oS Y8 &1 ST ITH] Aol g (hdl {6 519 9S 99 31S A1 third surge 31T, WY
fRIfcT § SN & | s A T8 SHIHRT IUART o &l 31 &1 R e
HSHITIAR DI ICS! 31§ 3, SHD aliad 931 3§ [ 99,3 WRE &Nl Bl DS gair
o1, 9fth ST SIHIHR 81 g 9T, FHIAY § YRR 72 3R I8 e9K foIy 95 3r<eT
indication B f%q & WA RGRT ¥ T& example AT 7 & f5 a1 98739,
diversity, c1! farererd & sTa(g Al foea & WTer § W« - 3726l 8 W Covid Crises
F G AT sl Bl

SHRI T.G. VENKATESH: Sir, my second supplementary to the hon. Minister is: Is it
true that Omicron-affected persons develop anti-bodies which can prompt the
body's immune response to the virus and protect them from any variant of Covid-19
virus?

S1. g A : AR Ul Aeiey, Pifde et o @ Afth & IR A
TS ATSIS STy ekl # aiik oiw Pifds AR e €, A o gRen <t
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SHRI JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, is it a fact that numerous RTPCR tests which people have
to undergo is becoming a big loot? | myself spent almost Rs. 25,000 in a month's
time. Will the Government consider this fact and ensure that the charges for the
RTPCR tests are reduced or made uniform or made free, like in other countries? Will
the Government also consider that the money for RTPCR tests be spent from the PM
CARES Fund from which two-thirds of the money is unspent ?

(MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.)

S1. AgE ASf : g 9l qeley, 9 aw | S 49 Sufed fear
7, 98 ARCIYIHIRIR S & Y H 3| ARSIUIIRIR & Y o< aRg-a)E &l
CHIGS SUAS § 3R IRE-avg @I fhew Suae & 9 &N 9Rd WRER &
giteed ¥ Wi &, 981 5ol & Wi § 2T 2 &R o wrgde efeew § o &,
TET AAT-ITTT e F TR STTT-STeRT UIEH & JAIE ¥ Bl &1 N1 W1gde
3R AT, SFI BIRICed ¥ SN % YA &1 3R N Ta=de hiiferd) &1
SUANT FN, T BIS @ T8l o |

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri V. Vijayasai Reddy - not present. Shri Syed Zafar |slam.

3t ¥uT T M ¢ WY, TN <9 ¥ o9 qRE 9 afeeeiee gen 7, S9e fog
WHR B R 6 qerg € 91Y, 98 $9 81 § v IS wara go el gl 9o
31 WpoxT Gol V8 & 3iR BIC-BIC gwai &1 Afasrer anft =8 gon &, Ot § g8 o
aTedl § & BIC =8l T 3NTAHIT BT =T a1 57 3@ Tpol Gl Y & 3N =
el S ol 8, ST 3R $8Db I1) § FAT ofl Mgs ) <, dl 37T 31|

S1. IS ASAGT : A UM FEIeY, hEe! IR o 8 iR el T8l
& 8, I8 WEfcfhe geie & maR W fsugs four or 81 g9% fag qor A
NTAGI 9 & Taaq< 1l &1 JT 9197 §3T &1 TS AR @l ¥ IR-IR 931 &,
-G TR GG TNl B 3R g b MR WR N A okt 81 ARG
WRPR - Ygel 4 18 and above & oy AT AT iR SHSF T AT 1518 P ST F
=i Dl TIBT oM BT AN ael ¥ET 8115 W 18 99 B SH & 67 WRNC g<ai Bl
1T o1 bl & 3N TS B AT el | =el V&1 31 G-I AR W5 fefihep goue
& B AR e, S9! A & SR uR o &1 fe=fier foran < w@an
]

it Ty : v TR 67,
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