GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING

RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. *92
TO BE ANSWERED ON 10.02.2022
FAKE NEWS AND PROPAGANDA BY COMMUNICATION AGENCIES

*92 SHRI SANJAY SINGH :

Will the MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING be pleased to
state:

(@) whether Government is aware about the extent of fake news and
propaganda run by various communication agencies for their benefits;

(b) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor;

(c) whether Government plans to assess the impact of such fake news in
promoting ills in the society like communalisation and terrorism; and

(d) if so, the details thereof along with the other measures being undertaken by
Government to address this issue of fake news?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING; AND
MINISTER OF YOUTH AFFAIRS AND SPORTS
(SHRI ANURAG SINGH THAKUR)

(a) to (d) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a) to (d) OF THE

RAJYA SABHA STARRED QUESTION NO. *92 TO BE ANSWERED ON

10.02.2022 ON FAKE NEWS AND PROPAGANDA BY
COMMUNICATION AGENCIES

(a) to (d): The Government has statutory and institutional

mechanisms in place to combat fake news including the following:

(i)

(i)

A Fact Check Unit has been setup under Press Information
Bureau of this Ministry in November, 2019 which takes
cognizance of fake news both swo-mofu and by way of
queries sent by citizens on its portal or through e-mail and
whatsapp. The unit responds to the relevant queries with
correct information when the same pertains to Central
Government or forwards them to States/UTs in other cases.
The Unit also maintains a twitter account @PIBFactcheck
and posts cases of fake news, being busted, on the same
on regular basis. PIB Fact Check Unit has so far responded
to 30,533 actionable queries.

For Print Media, Press Council of India (PCl), a statutory
autonomous body set up under the Press Council Act, 1978,
has framed “Norms of Journalistic Conduct” for adherence
by the media. These norms inter alia emphasize the
principles of accuracy and fairness & Pre-publication

verification. PCl has formulated the specific norms to
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refrain Print Media from publication/ dissemination of
fake/false news.

(iii) For Electronic Media (Television), all TV Channels are
required to adhere to the Programme Code under the Cable
Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995, including that
programmes should not contain anything obscene
defamatory, deliberate, false and suggestive innuendos and
half-truths.

(iv) For Digital news, the Government has notified the
Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 on 25" February,
2021, under the Information Technology Act, 2000 which
inter alia provides for a Code of Ethics for adherence by

digital news publishers.

Appropriate action is taken in cases where violation of the
Norms, Codes etc., are found. The Government also issues
advisory from time to time to the media to adhere to the laid down

Codes.

*kkkkx
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HRT WHR
AT AR THROT FHATET
TSI |HI
dRifhd Wea HEAT *92
(et 10.2.2022 #T 3caX & & faw)

+»92 st o [E:

FIT FaaT 3R JARor Ff 7 Fae B Far Fa

(F) T WHR H 37 a0 H A ¢ & Affet TR wafewdr 3ma ey &

@) 3afy g, ar acgeeh salr #=ar & 3 afe a7, o sEe Far eRor §

(@) T WHR A FAS A AEYCIAST AR fdhdle SH ST FI Ferar S
H UT SIS WU & THT T 3Tehelsd A AT Alatell §; 3R

(@) Ifg &, a S TR ¥ HIfd 5 FATAT F FATYUS I F AU TER
EaRT fhU ST I 3T 33Ul Afgd deaadll saRT & g2

3a
ot AR yaron; AR gar FEwA AR @a wER

(ol JregereT FAE BEv)

(F) ¥ (°): TF AaIor AT Jed W @ AT I4AT B
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RAi®F 10.02.2022 F T WHT dRIfFd T &. *92 & 1T (F) ¥ (¥) & Ical A

sfeaf@a ffavor

(F) ¥ (F): THR FT Boil FARRT & e & v Feafaf@a afga afaes 3ik

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

$H HATI & U9 Il AT & ded dasay, 2019 # $hae I e
TR $r g § At Fad: AR AR gaRT $8% Gicdl WX STell 919
TBde 1 §-Hd 3T drrer AfSAr & AegH7 § A e WE @ Gelt
FATIR-GA1 &I TAT A 81 TE JfAc g TWHR § Fofdd gled W Fer
SRR & Y HIT OIS & SaE &l & AT 3T AHT H Tod/ad
T &E1 1 AW Ll §1 36 Fioc @ cfdel TH3E @PIBFactcheck $T
g 3 I8 Foil gAERT 7 aEafdedr &1 9dr I W 3og [SIfAd 3R
W GEe FAT 81 D3 hae I IfAe F 39 g% 30,533 FRaA AT
OIS & A 6T gl

i A3 & dey #, 99 IRvg AT 1978 & dead Tufa @ifefos
Facd e, ARAT 98 9w (AR3mE) o Aifsar gant aree fhw S
€d “UAHIRAT HEROT & HAlles” TV §| §o1 HAGs! H g & AY-ATY
TEFar AR MR & fBgial aur gHREYd e W SR e gl
AR 98 9Rwg o e Af3ar & wol/ss ARl & JaREA/gaR 8
Ut & forw Aftse AREs IR e )

Solaeiaieh HIf3AT (EeNfaser) & dey &, Tl dat F v Faar Thfas=
scas (fafaada) 1995 & dgd Fsd AfgdT &1 UTeled AT 30fad §
Tad o o aiffAer & & O Rt sdseer & gaia 61 foear e
fSE#d 3o o 3ecler, AEEIhR, 36 iR Tel &I & & 75 dHeraiqor
feoquly 3t sr-acT g

e AR v & @Y A7, WER F gaer dieaihr s,
2000 & dgd 25 Xad), 2021 & Faar Seafer (Fegadr Genfader 3R
fSfoca  Afsar 3w dfean w2021 sRgRa e § o= 30
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ardr & GY-ary 3o §AER YhRihl GaRT Uleed fhU Sl & fow
TR |igaT &1 graurT gl

W AFGT #A 3RT Fas i St & ST Aeest, gfeant e 1 sedws
U STl Bl WReR ARSI i FUiRa dfRsit &1 aoe e g THT-EHT W
LECIESEUR I EU: G 1l

* % * %
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. 99Rd (S1) SLf. a1 (Rer) « Suwwmufa S, A= #2340 S 7 o SR |
AT & b ST fake news & defaulters %, il filthy language %5, anti- national materials
8. 39d! publicise P gTeli b Rgemh appropriate action foram <irar g1 § S
T b ITeh RaclTth 9T ¥ | W& appropriate action fordT 141 57

DR. L. MURUGAN: Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, we are very much concerned about
the freedom of speech and freedom of expression. The hon. Member wants to know
what our action against the YouTube channels is in relation to the fake news contents
against the Government. | would like to inform the hon. Member that in the last two
months, we blocked more than 60 YouTube channels. These YouTube channels are
sponsored from Pakistan. | can mention the name. ... (Interruptions ). ..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, please be brief while answering.

DR. L. MURUGAN: Sir, we have blocked more than 60 YouTube channels, including
Twitter accounts, Facebook posts and Instagram posts.

SHRI VIVEK K. TANKHA: Sir, | would like to inform the hon. Minister, through you,
that fake news is disseminated not just by YouTube but even through newspapers.
IR 7GR W Press Council & &1 811 There is no Chairman of the Press Counail. So, if
| want to make a complaint, ﬁ o 9 gt complaint BHEIT? | would like to know
from the Minister as to when he is going to constitute this Press Council. SIPEISSER

P 915 AT IP IJIHA I 81 da1 &1 Council B B Tal B &l Bl

DR. L. MURUGAN: Sir, the Press Council of India is an autonomous statutory body.
...(Interruptions)... The Press Council of India is taking care of the Ethics Code of the
journalists. The journalists have to follow the Ethics Code. If they have not followed
the Ethics Code under Section 14 of the Press Council of India Act, action has to be
initiated and, Sir, in more than 150 cases, we have taken action against them.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI MAUSAM NOOR?: Sir, some app called ‘techfog’ uses inactive WhatsApp
accounts to send false news and manipulates social media algorithms to create fake
trends. Another claim is that the app was used to counter social media trends by
some political parties with fake news, spam and biased hashtags. My question is:
Has the Ministry studied the role of ‘techfog’ in the creation of fake news and studied
the impact of the app on the elections held in different States ?
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DR. L. MURUGAN: Sir, our Government has established a Fact Check Unit.
...(/nterrupﬁons).. Any citizen can write an email to this Unit. We have a WhatsApp
number also. ...(Interruptions)... | am saying that in 30,000 cases, the Fact Check
Unit responded. When we received these 30,000 cases, they were responded.
Sometimes, some fake news gets viral. If the news is fake, the Fact Check Unit
certifies the real contents. Like that, we are doing in this Fact Check Unit.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Q. No. 93.
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