GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING

RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. *92
TO BE ANSWERED ON 10.02.2022
FAKE NEWS AND PROPAGANDA BY COMMUNICATION AGENCIES

*92 SHRI SANJAY SINGH :

Will the MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government is aware about the extent of fake news and
propaganda run by various communication agencies for their benefits;

(b) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor;

(¢) whether Government plans to assess the impact of such fake news in
promoting ills in the society like communalisation and terrorism; and

(d) if so, the details thereof along with the other measures being undertaken by
Government to address this issue of fake news?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING; AND
MINISTER OF YOUTH AFFAIRS AND SPORTS
(SHRI ANURAG SINGH THAKUR)

(a) to (d) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a) to (d) OF THE

RAJYA SABHA STARRED QUESTION NO. *92 TO BE ANSWERED ON

10.02.2022 ON FAKE NEWS AND PROPAGANDA BY
COMMUNICATION AGENCIES

(a) to (d): The Government has statutory and institutional

mechanisms in place to combat fake news including the following:

(V)

(i)

A Fact Check Unit has been setup under Press Information
Bureau of this Ministry in November, 2019 which takes
cognizance of fake news both swo-mofu and by way of
queries sent by citizens on its portal or through e-mail and
whatsapp. The unit responds to the relevant queries with
correct information when the same pertains to Central
Government or forwards them to States/UTs in other cases.
The Unit also maintains a twitter account @PIBFactcheck
and posts cases of fake news, being busted, on the same
on regular basis. PIB Fact Check Unit has so far responded
to 30,533 actionable queries.

For Print Media, Press Council of India (PCl), a statutory
autonomous body set up under the Press Council Act, 1978,
has framed “Norms of Journalistic Conduct” for adherence
by the media. These norms inter alia emphasize the
principles of accuracy and faimess & Pre-publication

verification. PCl has formulated the specific norms to
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refrain Print Media from publication/ dissemination of
fake/false news.

(iii) For Electronic Media (Television), all TV Channels are
required to adhere to the Programme Code under the Cable
Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995, including that
programmes should not contain anything obscene
defamatory, deliberate, false and suggestive innuendos and
half-truths.

(iv) For Digital news, the Government has notified the
Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 on 25" February,
2021, under the Information Technology Act, 2000 which
inter alia provides for a Code of Ethics for adherence by

digital news publishers.

Appropriate action is taken in cases where violation of the
Norms, Codes etc., are found. The Government also issues
advisory from time to time to the media to adhere to the laid down

Codes.

*kkkk
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HRAT TFR
I 3R JEReT FATT
ST |HT
dNifd wesT HEAT *02
(feei® 10.2.2022 # 3ca¥ & % faw)

+92 it W fie:
T Gaa1 AR T@ROT FAN 77 T9 N FH A B

(F) FIT WHFR & 3 919 T IR ¢ F e Tar vafagar 39 a1 &
for fFe &g d% 38 @et Tar § 3R geEr #e §

(@) I gl ar Jeaat AT #=7 § 3l afe a8, & s & enon

(@M  FT WER & A A AEFHETAHdl 3N 3adhare S qUEal & serar o
F U S @l F U FH IR e AT Aol §; 3R

(@) I &, ar SO TR ¥ FIfUT $H AT & FAUN A F O WER
ganT f&RT I I 3T 3ul afed doged saRT F g2
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RAi® 10.02.2022 ¥ UST AT dRifRd Ued H. *92 & AP (F) ¥ () F I A

sfeaf@a Rager

(F) T (F): TPR F Foif TAERT T Fvea & v Peafef@a aea aifefes 3R
TP 7 &

(i}

(ii)

(iii)

(iv}

$H HATT & 99 FIAoIl HAerd & ded dasey, 2019 & Hhae I Ihie
Tftg 1 5 F S Toa: R Aniel gant sud udd W OSel IR
UOdIe AT 5-Ad 3N Grra Afsar & Aegd d AT e aiE ¥ Bl
ARG &1 Gl oAl g1 I8 Fe Fg TWHR § Faftd g W agl
SR & WA HIT qBSATS H Fae S § AT 3T A # ToA/aT
TS & @ AT FA §1 389 g #1 AT tHSe @PiBFactcheck T
g 3R g v AR $r aEafaedr & gar Tes W I AafEg amer
W OT FAT 1 WIS $ee 9% g S 39 a% 30,533 FNas AR

qodTe & Sae Gar gl

e @fsar & dog A, 99 9Rwe yfafagm 1978 & dgd rafa ifafas
Ted e, SR 99 9itwe (fehsms) @ @fsar q@Ern aree e s
& “TFeRIT 3ERUT & AREs” ST g 5o AWes) & 3T & FRI-A1Y
Té&raar 3T e & fAgidl Jur veREYE AT WOSAR e o
AR 99 aftwg o fic AfTEr & wollee AR & gERE/&ER |
T & for faftee AEs SR & #)

Solagiioleh HITSAT (Colfdetel) & Tae &, @3l Il & T SFaer eIt
Jcaw (RfFgae) 1995 & ded ®deHA ARAT HT Uleld T ST §
Tod a8 ot anfaer & & 0 Tt odewd &1 gaia@ @dr fram &o
ore# $o ol 3reld, AEEIAERE, F5 AR et T T H 77 FHerargor
feoqult 3w 3r-acT &l

fBfoed TAER Tl & HOU H, TWHN o FIo Hiedirhr s,
2000 & dgd 25 wad, 2021 F Fa=r Wed e (Fegadt fGanfader 3R
Bfoca  Afzar smar dfean A, 2021 sfRgRa Fe § Tad 30
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gt & Tr-ary Bioed ¥HER geRee garT uree R S % faw
3R Figel &1 wrae g

W AFer H 3T e fr Fd & ood Awes, afgant anfe s Ieaua
urEl ST ¥l @R Afzar & GuiRa dffant &1 ued & g a@a-aw1d W)
TsaEady ot S #Re B
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A R (21) SLf a1 (Ren) : Suwwmfa <ff, Fr9=ia #2 off 7 o= 9aR |
garaT & fb S fake news & defaulters %, il filthy language 33, anti- national materials
g... 39D publicise ¥+ areTl & RacTs appropriate action GRISICIRERSIEEI
ATET {3 I91as Rl 9T W o WX appropriate action foRIT R £ 2

DR. L. MURUGAN: Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, we are very much concerned about
the freedom of speech and freedom of expression. The hon. Member wants to know
what our action against the YouTube channels is in relation to the fake news contents
against the Government. | would like to inform the hon. Member that in the last two
months, we blocked more than 60 YouTube channels. These YouTube channels are
sponsored from Pakistan. | can mention the name. ... (/m‘erru,oﬂons)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, please be brief while answering.

DR. L. MURUGAN: Sir, we have blocked more than 60 YouTube channels, including
Twitter accounts, Facebock posts and Instagram posts.

SHRI VIVEK K. TANKHA: Sir, | would like to inform the hon. Minister, through you,
that fake news is disseminated not just by YouTube but even through newspapers.
3R F98R ¥ Press Council € B €11 There is no Chairman of the Press Council. So, if
| want to make a complaint, ﬁ forg & st complaint HET? | would like to know
from the Minister as to when he is going to constitute this Press Council. 39 Tg&R

& g1 ST b IINH 17 81 T81 81 Gouncil PTs HTd a1 BN Y&l &

DR. L. MURUGAN: Sir, the Press Council of India is an autonomous statutory body.
... (Interruptions ). .. The Press Council of India is taking care of the Ethics Code of the
journalists. The journalists have to follow the Ethics Code. If they have not followed
the Ethics Code under Section 14 of the Press Council of India Act, action has to be
initiated and, Sir, in more than 150 cases, we have taken action against them.
... (Interruptions ). ..

SHRIMATI MAUSAM NOOR?: Sir, some app called ‘“techfog’ uses inactive WhatsApp
accounts to send false news and manipulates social media algorithms to create fake
trends. Another claim is that the app was used to counter social media trends by
some political parties with fake news, spam and biased hashtags. My question is:
Has the Ministry studied the role of ‘techfog’ in the creation of fake news and studied
the impact of the app on the elections held in different States?
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DR. L. MURUGAN: Sir, our Government has established a Fact Check Unit.
(/m‘erru,oz‘fons).. Any citizen can write an email to this Unit. We have a WhatsApp
number also. ... (Interruptions )... | am saying that in 30,000 cases, the Fact Check
Unit responded. When we received these 30,000 cases, they were responded.
Sometimes, some fake news gets viral. If the news is fake, the Fact Check Unit
certifies the real contents. Like that, we are doing in this Fact Check Unit.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Q. No. 93.
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