GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO: 101*
TO BE ANSWERED ON: 10.02.2022

Declining forest cover in States
101. SHRISANJAY RAUT:

Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether the forest cover in the country, particularly in 11 states are continuously
declining as per the recently released India State of Forest Report (ISFR)-2021;

(b) if so, the details thereof, and if not, the reasons therefor;

(c) whether it is a fact that many environmental experts have objected to using current
method to observe forest cover in the country;

(d) if so, the details thereof and Government response thereto; and

(e) the details of steps taken by Government to increase tree cover up to 33 percent in the
forest area?

ANSWER

MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
(SHRI BHUPENDER YADAY)

(a) to (e) The statement is laid on the table of the House.

skeksk

Q.No. 96 & Q.No. 101 were taken up together.
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Statement refer to in reply to part (a) to (e) of Rajya Sabha Starred
Question No. 101 due for reply on 10.02.2022 regarding ‘Declining forest
cover in States’ by Shri Sanjay Raut:

(a) & (b) Forest Survey of India (FSI), Dehradun, an organization under the Ministry carries out
the assessment of forest cover of the country biennially since 1987 and the findings
are published in India State of Forest Report (ISFR). The forest cover assessment is a
wall-to-wall mapping exercise based on remote sensing supported by intensive ground
verification and field data from National Forest Inventory. As per latest ISFR-2021
released on 13" J anuary, 2022, there is an overall increase of 1540 square kilometre at
the national level as compared to previous assessment i.e. ISFR-2019. The details of
State and Union Territory wise forest cover are given at Annexure-I. There has been
increase in forest cover in some States while there has been decrease in forest cover in
some States as per ISFR 2021. The gain in Forest cover or improvement in forest
canopy density may be attributed to conservation measures, afforestation activities,
enhanced protection measures in plantation as well as in traditional forest areas and
expansion of trees outside forest whereas, loss in forest cover may be attributed due to
harvesting of short rotational plantations, shifting cultivation, biotic pressure,
clearance in encroached area and developmental activities. The details of States
showing decline in forest cover in comparison to previous assessment (ISFR-2019)
are given at Annexure-I1.

(c) & (d) Many environmental experts objected for using the definition of forest cover by Forest
Survey of India in the country in different newspaper and media reports. As per
decision 19/Conference of Parties (CP) 9-Kyoto Protocol, the forest can be defined by
any country depending upon the capacities and capabilities of the country as follows:-

Forest- Forest is defined structurally on the basis of

e Crown cover percentage: Tree crown cover- 10 to 30% (India 10%)

e Minimum area of stand: area between 0.05 and 1 hectare (India 1.0 hectare)
and

e Minimum height of trees: Potential to reach a minimum height at maturity in
situ of 2 to 5 m (India 2m)

India’s definition of forest has been taken on the basis of above three criteria only and
very well accepted by United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) and Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) for their
reporting/communications. The forest cover is defined as ‘all land, more than one
hectare in area, with a tree canopy density of more than 10 percent irrespective of
ownership and legal status. Such land may not necessarily be a recorded forest area. It
also includes orchards, bamboo and palm’. The definition of forest cover has clearly
been defined in all the India State of Forest Report (ISFR) and in all the International
communications of India. The definition of forest cover in ISFR represent true
picture.

(e) As per National Forest Policy-1988, the national goal should be to have a minimum
of one-third of the total land area of the country under forest or tree cover. Various
schemes are being implemented by the Central and State Government/Union
Territory Administration for increase in forest and tree cover in the country and to
achieve the target of forest/tree cover as mentioned in the National Forest Policy-
1988. These include the National Afforestation Programme (NAP) and Green India
Mission (GIM) being implemented the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change. Afforestation activities are also taken up wunder various



programmes/funding sources such as Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme, Compensatory Afforestation Funds under Compensatory
Afforestation Fund Management and Planning Authority (CAMPA).

Afforestation activities are also taken up under various schemes of State Government
/UT Administration. National Mission for a Green India (GIM) is one of the
ongoing Missions outlined under the National Action Plan on Climate Change. It
aims at protecting, restoring, and enhancing India’s forest cover and responding to
Climate Change through plantation activities in the forest and non-forest areas. GIM
activities were started in Financial Year 2015-16. The activities under GIM are being
implemented by Joint Forest Management Committees (JEMCs) at the village level.

dekkdk
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Annexure-I

Annexure referred to in reply to part (b) of the Rajya Sabha Starred Question No. 101
due for answer on 10.02.2022 regarding ‘Declining forest cover in States”

State and Union Territory wise details of forest cover as per ISFR 2021

(Area in square kilometre )

S. No. State/UTs Geographical Total Forest Percent.age of g(l:‘?el:‘g;-l: tFIOSl;ls(t
Area (GA) Cover Geographical area 2019
1 Andhra Pradesh 1,62,968 29,784 18.28 647
2 Arunachal Pradesh 83,743 66,431 79.33 -257
3 Assam 78,438 28,312 36.09 -15
4 Bihar 94,163 7,381 7.84 75
5 Chhattisgarh 1,35,192 55,717 41.21 106
6 Delhi 1,483 195.00 13.15 -0.44
7 Goa 3,702 2,244 60.62 7
8 Gujarat 1,96,244 14,926 7.61 69
9 Haryana 44212 1,603 3.63 1
10 Himachal Pradesh 55,673 15,443 27.73 9
11 Jharkhand 79,716 23,721 29.76 110
12 Karnataka 1,91,791 38,730 20.19 155
13 Kerala 38,852 21,253 54.70 109
14 Madhya Pradesh 3,08,252 77,493 25.14 11
15 Maharashtra 3,07,713 50,798 16.51 20
16 Manipur 22,327 16,598 74.34 -249
17 Meghalaya 22,429 17,046 76.00 -73
18 Mizoram 21,081 17,820 84.53 -186
19 Nagaland 16,579 12,251 73.90 -235
20 Odisha 1,55,707 52,156 33.50 537
21 Punjab 50,362 1,847 3.67 -2
22 Rajasthan 3,42,239 16,655 4.87 25
23 Sikkim 7,096 3,341 47.08 -1
24 Tamil Nadu 1,30,060 26,419 20.31 55
25 Telangana 1,12,077 21,214 18.93 632
26 Tripura 10,486 7,722 73.64 -4
27 Uttar Pradesh 2,40,928 14,818 6.15 12
28 Uttarakhand 53,483 24,305 45.44 2
29 West Bengal 88,752 16,832 18.96 -70
30 A & N Islands 8,249 6,744 81.75 1
31 Chandigarh 114 22.88 20.07 0.85
Dadra & Nagar Haveli
32 and Daman & Diu 602 227.75 37.83 0.10
Jammu | Shape file
33 & Area* 21,387 39.15 29
Kashmir | (54,624)
Shape file 2,22,236
34 Ladakh | Area* 2,272 1.35 18
(1,68,055)
35 Lakshadweep 30 27.10 90.33 0.00
36 Puducherry 490 53.30 10.88 0.89
Total 32,87,469 7,13,789 21.71 1,540

* Area of shape file provided by Survey of India (August, 2021). Notified geographical areas for individual UTs
from SOI are awaited.
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Annexure-II

Annexure referred to in reply to part (b) of the Rajya Sabha Starred Question No. 101
due for answer on 10.02.2022 regarding ‘Declining forest cover in States”

Details of States showing decline in Forest cover as per ISFR 2021 in comparison to previous
assessment i.e. ISFR 2019.

(Area in square kilometre)

Change in
Geographical | Total Forest | Forest Cover
Sl. No. State/UT Aven (pGA) Cover w.r.t. ISFR
2019
1. Arunachal Pradesh 83,743 66,431 -257
2. Manipur 22,327 16,598 -249
3. Nagaland 16,579 12,251 -235
4. Mizoram 21,081 17,820 -186
5. Meghalaya 22,429 17,046 -73
6. West Bengal 88,752 16,832 -70
7. Assam 78,438 28,312 -15
8. Tripura 10,486 7,722 -4
9. Punjab 50,362 1,847 -2
10. | Sikkim 7,096 3,341 -1
11. | Delhi 1,483 195.00 -0.44
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HRA THR
UTEROT, g AR STearg IRace #eg
T |HT
dRifFd weeT w&AT “101
10.02.2022 &I 3ccX & folw

At # gedr FeArese
101, sft FoF A ¢
T g, g AR Serarg IRader #A Ig o B FHAT R R

(@) A g H SR T IS HRA T YT RO (IMSTATHIHR)-2021 o @R o & fqawe
11 oA H TSI edR 8¢ @ &,

@) Il &, A dcaey sakT Far § 3R I 7 O sEF FAr FROT E

@)  FT I8 O g T P gAERUIdel A A FH TATCOIed Hl 3dcllched el Sl ddHATT JOTel
WG SIS &

(@  afg &, ar dcae T 1 § AR 30 d9Y A WeR & Far gfafEear §; 3k

(3) EIHR aRT a1 & H gefesies 1 33 Yfded d@ §¢l & U 3810 7T HeAl #1 sTRT
FT 872

YATERoT, 9 AR SFerarg aRader w7
(#h sdes A1Ea)

U 3907 Heal Jeol U {W@T IR-T &

* %k K 3k k k%

T.9. 96 3N 7.9, 101 9% @rer-9rey 74t b1 T3
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TSAT F Ued FreseT F ey H Reiw 10.02.2022 #F Ieaw F AT A gow WA q@wr @
AT T[T FHAT dIRIFFT T HEAT “101 & 1T (F) T (3) & 3ca¥ & 3feaf@a fawor

(@) 3R (@) T AT F AT FIS - ARANT I FARTUT (THUHIATS), SEXGeT ¥ 1987 &
gfaaTi¥e MR W U & TATTOIGeT & HHhcled Fcl & AR FaH frsehs! #F ART g RFufa Rare
(TSTHEUBIR) H G AT ST §1 TATeSIGA & 3MTehels] AT Teh dlel-c-alel HIATIT0T Figham
g S et e Heaae 3R TS a7 FA § red ST sl qEaRT FARA Fo¥ Hdad W
R g &1 R 13 Seadl, 2022 @ I AdaH METATGHR-2021 F AR, AT
3ehelal 3T HTSTHUHIR-2019 & Jolell & AET TR W Sl 1540 91 fhollefler & qoar
qaﬁgé%l geTeoies # Tod 3R 66 Tod &T-aR SGRT Iefay-| & f&ar a/ §1 ASTHUhHR-
2021 & 3[EN, FS Td # Foreoled H &0 g5 ¢ o9l $& T3l & aeresiesd # &l g3 &l
geTeSTes H gefdl A7 ae AdeT Oelcd H FUR & T ERET0T 3urd, Felehior shrdeherrdi, gatRigor
& TY-HY YRURS deT & F R 0 Fafid @<efor 3uE AR get & Sl el F faEr #@i
A AT S Hehell § Sifeh delreoiesd H ST & fU HiAe & & 3eq Hadl &9 & g&ii & wers,
oA FN, Sifde gara, IfAHAT &7 # Asll Yo 6T et 3R [AerdTcrs FRidamt & SFAeR
SEXT ST Hehell | 1T HTeholol (ATSTHTDIR-2019) & Jolell H aelreoicsd H HAl g arel
TST 1 SART Jegerer-11 # fem I

@M AR (7) 3e TAERUIEE o U & Affed gEmR-TEt va #Aiftar ROl #F ard aw
TIEI0T SaART FATTOIGST T GRHATT & IYIET W IR | AT 19 / TaThRT & FFAeT () 9
- ST WIErhleT & 38R, fhdl 8 Ger q@RT gl &I, 38 &or 1 &fHan3i 3R gLl & 3R W)
fAFTeaR aReTa fRar a1 dehdr B -

gl - o Pl A & IR R TTAcHAS &7 F IRATNT fohar Srar §
. RIET 3mesres gfaerdadr : a7 fRIER 3o - 10 @ 30% (¥Rd # 10%)
. de WS & #geTad &9 @ 0.05 3 1 R & oI & & (IR # 1.0 M) 3R

o el B FgATH I T9-TAE IRIFIAT R FPAGH FAG 2 F 5 HeX I GG
Fr THATTAT (IR H 2 AlR)

AR GaRT &1 I do7 &1 GRHATYT & hael IWFd dief AAGS & HUR W IR famar ar=m
T aU 38 oAy IRade Ht GIFA TSE hAGH Feaeld (JUATHEER) dar @y AR
IS (VHU3Y) GaRT 3ofdh HEI/EWol & v srel-snifd TR famar amr §1 aeresmes &
‘FaTfAca 3R fafe [fufd W e e f9ar 10 gfaerd & 38 & gaf fade oefca aror & &
T g § S drell FAed A & & #F qRea fmar Srar g1 ol qfF afed w9 &
JMAI@T a7 a7 AT & Fopar £ 3TH T, 17 3R a5 ff afAs & T &I’ aaesed &
aRemmeT @, F@ft HRA g Rufa Roel (3mevaudsam) 3R #Ra 1 @l iarsd dgEensit &
TOSC & T 3oo@ HAT IRAT &1 MSTHATHIR FH TAeoiceT s TR T d&dR il gdr &l
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(3) USET T #AMI-1988 & AR, & & Fel -8 & ~PeAadH Ueh-ders REq &1 a7 a1 gaT
HTEBTEsT & el oflel HT ASET e gioll AIRV| U H aof AT gaT Heoled & Joiu & fov
YT UG e AM-1988 H el dei/gel Mol & oed & Uiod oel gd g IR AT
WEHRIET o 8T T garT Affest &he fharfead @ o @ &1 g1 diawor, aof 3R
Sy gRade FAe ganT fhdtead T ST 3@ TSET Jeltator i (Teed) 3R gRa sRa
AT (S3MSTA) AT &1 TAGROT HAFATY, HEICHAT e IS ATHOT AS@IR RS THhIA,
gfdqyer aefietor fAfer geeer 3R 3w witeor (@) & el gfaqees aelewor @ a9
faffies sdwAl/fAftTa aiatl & dga o ke aa g

FATOT HIHA, T AIHR/AY T &F YHaAT 7 [affiea That & dga i fre sa
gl T8 gRd ARa e (Gemses), T Seay aRadd & A & ded Sfedtad
fagaaTer fAest # & U §1 SHH 36T I dUT I &1 H GeRIuT Sswadr F ATeIH o
R & Fereoes $I GRat, adprell AR Hada aa U1 Jefarg IRade & 9 Hars H=T g
NINSTH Frdeheld, faccha af 2015-16 & % 6T 7T A| NIETHA & IHcANT Hrdeherrd I qH
TR R TFT a1 Soue Afat (Suemeae) ganr franfead frar o @1 3

% % ¥ %k k¥
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3egee-|
9

Tl # ged FASET & U H fAew 10.02.2022 ' 3/ F AT qF A0 U WHT ARifhT T wEA
101 F o7 (@) F 3o’ 7 3feafla ey

IETHTHIAR 2021 & AR TATeBIGA $T TSI/ TsT G-I AR

(& T fRaHeT #)
- T T g stnfas &= N sitnfas &7 &1 mm2019$ﬁaﬁﬁ
(sfre) ° wfaera FATTEEA # IRade
1 3TET e 1,62,968 29,784 18.28 647
2 Eicay Gl 83,743 66,431 79.33 -257
3 3T 78,438 28,312 36.09 -15
4 eR 94,163 7,381 7.84 75
5 oaeTe 1,35,192 55,717 41.21 106
6 e 1,483 195.00 13.15 -0.44
7 aar 3,702 2,244 60.62 7
8 ToRTd 1,96,244 14,926 7.61 69
9 gRamoT 44,212 1,603 3.63 1
10 AT geRr 55,673 15,443 27.73 9
11 SRES 79,716 23,721 29.76 110
12 Failch 1,91,791 38,730 20.19 155
13 el 38,852 21,253 54.70 109
14 HET goer 3,08,252 77,493 25.14 11
15 HERTSE 3,07,713 50,798 16.51 20
16 Ao 22,327 16,598 74.34 249
17 AaTerd 22,429 17,046 76.00 -73
18 Ecire) 21,081 17,820 84.53 -186
19 Mol 16,579 12,251 73.90 -235
20 nfzem 1,55,707 52,156 33.50 537
21 CEic 50,362 1,847 3.67 2
22 JTEATH 3,42,239 16,655 4.87 25
23 IRICETa 7,096 3,341 47.08 -1
24 affrererg 1,30,060 26,419 20.31 55
25 GREICH 1,12,077 21,214 18.93 632
26 B 10,486 7,722 73.64 -4
27 3cdl geT 2,40,928 14,818 6.15 12
28 SRIES 53,483 24,305 45.44 2
29 TR ST 88,752 16,832 18.96 -70
30 35AE U9 eaR AT weg 8,249 6,744 81.75 1
31 BEEI 114 22.88 20.07 0.85
32 e T T FAS AR e v 602 227.75 37.83 0.10
&g
33 S TR el 21,387 39.15 29
FHEHRT aF * (54,624)
2,22,236
34 cleer TR el 2,272 1.35 18
& « (1,68,055)

35 waTedT 30 27.10 90.33 0.00
36 REEERy 490 53.30 10.88 0.89

T 32,87,469 7,13,789 21.71 1,540

* WA FAETOT fIHTT gaT IR &7 B (30Fd, 2021) 3Ty g 5| ARAT FA&T0T fIHeT ¥ 3% §9 T &9 & fov
wgRa smfas & @1 saiv gdfaa 8
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el
9

Tl # geq qATeSeA F HaU F RF 10.02.2022 F oo} F AT qF AC AT WHT ARITFA WoT HEAT
101 F o7 (@) F 3o’ F 3feaf@a ey

AT IThelel YT FETHCHHR 2019 FHT Joell F IMETATHIN 2021 F IHIAR UCA TATodIGA P R

et U=t FT sART
(& T fRaHeT &)
.4 TSI/AT =T & sitfas & (o) Fd TATCSICT mmgo1ga:m
2 H garesed & gRade

1 3TBUTI ST 83,743 66,431 -257
2 AfoTX 22,327 16,598 -249
3 Taels 16,579 12,251 -235
4 AR 21,081 17,820 -186
5 YT 22,429 17,046 -73
6 CIESE LI 88,752 16,832 -70
7 3H 78,438 28,312 -15
8. | g 10,486 7,722 -4

9 golTe 50,362 1,847 -2

10. | RAfFwa 7,096 3,341 -1

1. | el 1,483 195.00 -0.44
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SHRI BINOY VISWAM: Sir, | am quite sure that the Minister himself is aware that the
figures are good but the facts are not so rosy. The fact is that, in this period, India
had a loss of 1,582 square kilometres of moderately dense forests and the percentage
of very dense forests, pristine natural forests, is only 3.04 per cent. With this, can he
make tall claims? My question is whether the proposed Biodiversity Amendment Act
is going to affect the forest cover of India.

it YIS ATET : W, S8l ddb BRIE RIS $H FaTd 8, AR S H overall forests |
3fg g3 21 &1, § 39 91d &I WeR &rar g & mikke RUE # AR S F @R &
%‘ﬁﬂ% - VDF, moderate IR open forests %, IH A moderate forests &I B! §_§
%\r, RIGa] compensatory afforestation ) forest lands &l Qﬁ?ﬂ qdel %I il QNNT fawy
MY biodiversity & foIT ®8T B, AT ST, SHE IR | § Myd A1eqH |
AT |TE T § b ST81 @ biodiversity BT W & - B4R &1 &1 AWy Hew@qul & -
TAN qo‘“ﬁw AT important g 3R RN wetlands T important g I I8 JH]
ST & foh BIRYe BAR BhHS] &1 B B & 31X wetlands BART fhel & HIF HIA
21 39 | ST 24 per cent tb—ﬁW g 3R T 4.5 per cent wetlands A 2 Sﬂﬁ
A S 99 &S wetlands &,  BRIT & AT & IR TP BRI & 18X 81 §H S
& Bl preservation & foTU BRI B I € 3R 314l 89 T 'Green India Mission' TR
qIIF g TP diib A fIaR &R 2 8, BRIT B 3= Yl S Wb ¥ dofdl &, STd
AT 9 PR T2 8, b S8 I biodiversity BT dTd &, HRT AT © fh R
3R wetlands ST 1 H8dYUl & 3R &H QI b ol B B I8 81 3l &1 IR Bl
& ERATI & JooIT YR H 874 IS S W AT & 3R 1 I8 9T gU G 818 ®
6 YRA & S 49 wetlands %, I Ramsar Convention H AT el € 3R &9
SH{IE BRd 8 b TSIl &b 75 WTel R BIF IR 89 =G 75 wetlands DI Ramsar
Convention T GoT faaRIAT|

N STAUTUY : Tbs A, A1 2t foqrg favas Si|

SHRI BINOY VISWAM: Sir, | hope that the Government will take care of the hearts
and the kidneys of the society. | hope so. But, as India is not a signatory to
Glasgow Declaration, my question is: Is the new mining policy of the Government, to
surrender 100 per cent for the FDI and private capital, going to affect the hearts and
kidneys of the Indian society ?

11.00 A.M.
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#1 YU% I1Gq : SUFHIRT FeId, AT ST DI T 95 A &, S8+ AHRI
I 3IR fhs1l & ddy & Y81 21 39 A9y § H I8 He-1 arg o &9 an faawr’ +ff
HI &, B9 AT B, BIS 3MR fhs+il Step kM|

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY': Sir, the Sundarbans, attached to Bay of Bengal in
West Bengal, is a World Heritage site. Due to successive cyclones like Aila and
Amphan, which happened recently, a vast area of mangrove is dwindling alarmingly.
The Government of West Bengal has taken up certain measures so that this can be
checkmated. But it needs more and more funds from the Central Government.
Otherwise, it is not possible on the part of the State Government to do it singularly.

My question to the hon. Minister is: Is the Union Government aware of the
situation and is the Government going to provide any help to West Bengal so that the
dwindling forest-cover can be stopped?

il MU= I1ed : SYFHULT FeIGd, Ig YT 98 S1ed & AR IIId H Gava Bl Sl
19 g ®, g8 QX1 <1 | Sifg i 81 I8 9K 3R A, S & i d gl
g1 FEIed, q31 I8 9a1d g G & fh 39 W 9Rd 3R STelasl & dra THaiyg 41
B3N 21 31 pw B a7 ygel HAIlRTAT H Sl Tiger Conference 88 T, SHH SIATGS &
A1 AT 2, B9 AT U 3R YIRad & HHIIG BT SHI G2 BT Sl U boundary BT YRATE,
IEH AR BT Sl 9 &, Id ol g1 RS W BT fSUIcHe & U9 &1 58l a9
BHRIC fSUTCHE, ARA ARBR & gIRT Gavdd & oy by S a1t Bt o1 favy &,
3] fIRIR ¥ SFHRT 314l 3R Uy 81 8, «ifb A1 Aa<y | ot &, guferg §
7! HTad w9 H 0F & §RI G TR & Fae H Giad Ho

SHRI JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, the forest cover in Kerala has gone up. It was 20,321
square kilometres in 2017. It has gone up to 21,253 square kilometers. The hon.
Minister is aware about the fact that we need to have a reasonable and rational
balancing of the nature and we should also protect the livelihood of the people. Is he
aware of the fact that there is a great menace in the form of increased number of wild
animals, especially, wild boars? Wil the Government, will the Minister, take a
reasonable stand with regard to this?

£ YU IS : WX, I8 IR U SIGR] YT 1 51 A% AR SHa-SI<31 b1 Il g
HEY &, IT U IS TR &, ollhd SHD] Sl 981 BRI &, 98 BAR] dgdl 8s
SR H1 &91d A 51 STE1 9 TRBR Bl AT BT 919 8, FH I8 A § (b SiTd,
fepTd 3iR Ay, A1 &1 eI -1y Al 81 ANyl AT A& o Y: bRl &
foTY specific wild boars & Hae ¥ geT g1 H Y 3I IR BI G181 ATEdT § [ &9
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96 foTU BRaT § detailed guidelines @1l €, S MsScls~T & AT 3MIH
Chief Wildlife Warden &1 TRIRH 81 Rl § I WRIATH &1 11 IR SUANT fHar <
T & 3R AT 3R 3% Al H fonel) wewt &1 fofa ot &, A a8 e Ta-ie
3R TT Tg-HE & AT Chief Wildlife Warden &1 BT 81 Wildlife Act & JaRTH 38 |
ST X A ¥ Wifast foar T gl

Y STQUTAfa : g=IETE | e T 96 T 101 FHN B, QTG AT Hord I3 S|
Not present. AT Gofid AR

SHRI SUJEET KUMAR?: Sir, as per Government of India's State of Forest Report, the
latest Report, 2021, around 3.5 lakh forest fires were reported between November,
2020 and June, 2021. So, within eight months, there are about 3.5 lakh forest fires,
and these numbers are increasing over the years. So, my question to hon. Minister
is, will he apprise the House the steps taken by the Ministry to reduce forest fires in
the country?

3l YU I1ET : WX, BN BRR AR G U gl gl ol 9P by HRU &,
S8 BT B cultivation BIFT, AN & gRT 3101 HARRN BT TR & folU B
TRAT § ST 97 3 W BRI A 81 81 ®s IR THIT | IT9HE & HRU]
HIRYE BRI I SITGT g 8idl 81 39 IR Aef-33e vRar 7 4t ug favg e
T o, Mfeem &1 ff favy F=5= & ST o1l <81 9% feurdde & 919 8,
feuTeHie ¥ 3BT monitoring & foTT ATAT & A1ETH & Udh RIS develop a1 81 3R
Pel W) BRYC BRIR &I gl Il 8, d ITGT alert 31T 21 89 I8 alert Wl WY
PCCF & TR Hold &1 S9! GRI TRE H AIFCRAT 1 Sl 81 $9 bR mitigation 3R
repression & S Gl U %, d G forest department N fpu < T T Training
3R capacity building T @1 STT I8 ®, AR 9 ®F ST @ &, 3Tefed 1l Aot 1 38
g1 39S A1 B, A8 & D! BRI ¥ forest H S fire STl &, STh foIq WY R
T IR R 3TABT H1iehH fohy <11 78 &

DR. AMEE YAJUNIK: Sir, | would like to know from the hon. Minister about the exact
manner in which forest cover is being calculated. The target this year is 33 per cent,
but today we have 22 to 24 per cent as per the available data. Sir, from 2015 to 2020,
about 11 million trees were cut and the patches were used for development purposes.
But when the satellite mapping is done, it shows green patches. So, is it the exact
forest cover that you are referring to, because if we have specified some targets in
COP26, we should have the correct details ?
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i 1@7&' gdiqd : Y, Jg 49d g b BRI S satellite monitoring system %\’, 3Y satellite
monitoring system ¥ forest 3R tree cover, IR RECI RIS %\’I s?ﬁ? I 3)[, S
forest area & §T8X &I tree cover '3’, satellite monitoring | TUdh gdcIN AT ST B
URRT Bl Wt <GT ST 7, S9feiv o RUic Y frapTell ST 8, d9 exact forest cover
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