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Janaushadhi Kendras  

 

2098 Shri Prasanna Acharya:  

 

Will the Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers be pleased to state:  

 

(a) the number of Janaushadhi Kendras that have been set up so far and how many of them are 

functional including that in Odisha;  

(b) the number of varieties of drugs being supplied to Janaushadhi Kendras and whether it is 

as per the requirements of patients; 

(c) the average price and quality difference between Janaushadhi and other drugs; and 

(d) the percentage of people benefitted by Janaushadhi and what more steps are required to be 

taken to cover more people under this scheme and steps taken by Government to remove the 

deficiencies?  

 

ANSWER 

 

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS & FERTILIZERS 

(SHRI BHAGWANT KHUBA) 

 

(a): As on 28.02.2022, about 8,689 Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Kendras (PMBJKs) 

have been opened under the scheme of Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana 

(PMBJP) covering all districts of the country. Out of which, 354 PMBJKs are functional in the 

State of Odisha.  

(b): The product basket under the scheme comprises of 1,616 medicines and 250 surgical items 

covering all major therapeutic groups such as Cardiovascular, Anti-cancers, Anti-diabetics, 

Anti-infectives, Anti-allergic, Gastro-intestinal medicines, Nutraceuticals, etc. All generic 

medicines included in National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM) are included in the product 

basket except the lab reagents. Further, few AYUSH products have also been included in the 

product basket. 

(c): A medicine under PMBJP is priced on the principle of a maximum of 50% of average price 

of the top three branded medicines. Therefore, the cost of the Jan Aushadhi Medicines is 

cheaper at least by 50% and in some cases, by 80% to 90% of the market price of branded 

medicines. The medicines are procured only from World Health Organization – Good 

Manufacturing Practices (WHO-GMP) certified private manufacturers / CPSUs for ensuring 

the quality of the products. Apart from this, each batch of drug is tested at laboratories 

accredited by the National Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration 

Laboratories (NABL) for quality assurance. Only after passing the quality tests, the medicines 

are dispatched to PMBJKs for sale. Further, Quality Standard Operating Procedures have been 
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developed to ensure better quality of products.  Moreover, the warehouses, as per WHO-GDP 

guidelines, ensure quality in logistics and distribution. Hence, there is no difference in quality 

between Jan Aushadhi generic drugs and branded medicines available in the market. 

 

(d): In a month, around 1.25 to 1.50 Crore people on an average are purchasing medicines from 

more than 8,600 PMBJKs across the country. The Government has set a target to have 10,500 

Kendras by March 2025 across the country. Further, the Department has enhanced the incentive 

available to Kendra owner from Rs. 2.50 lakh to Rs. 5.00 Lakh. In addition, one-time incentive 

of Rs. 2.00 lakh has been also introduced for opening of PMBJKs by women, Divyang, SC & 

ST entrepreneurs and for the Kendras opened in aspirational districts, Himalayan, Island 

territories and North-Eastern States. 

 

***** 
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