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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE & EMPOWERMENT
RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO -1727
ANSWERED ON - 16/03/2022

DEATHS DUE TO MANUAL SCAVENGING
1727. SHRI M. MOHAMED ABDULLA
Will the Minister of SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EMPOWERMENT be pleased to state:-

(a) whether the National Safai Karamcharis Finance and Development Corporation
(NSKFDC) conducted any survey about the number of deaths due to manual scavenging in
the country for the year 2021-2022;

(b) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor;
(c) the deaths due to manual scavenging identified in Tamil Nadu for the last five years;

(d) whether Government had taken any measures to rehabilitate those engaged in manual
scavenging for the last five years; and

(e) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF STATE FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EMPOWERMENT

(SHRIRAMDAS ATHAWALE)

(@) & (b) No Sir, National Safai Karamchari Finance and Development Corporation has not
conducted any survey in this regard as there is no report of death due to Manual Scavenging

(cleaning of human excreta) as defined under section 5 of the MS Act, 2013.

(¢) There is no deaths due to manual scavenging in Tamil Nadu. However, 43 persons have lost
their lives due to hazardous cleaning of sewer and septic tanksand non observance of safety
precautions prescribed under the “Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their

Rehabilitation Rules, 2013”.
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(d) & (e) Government is implementing a Central Sector Self Employment Scheme for
Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers (SRMS). The following are the provisions for providing
assistance to the identified manual scavengers for their rehabilitation:-

i One Time Cash Assistance of Rs. 40,000/- to one identified manual scavenger in the family.

ii.  Skill Development Training of manual scavengers and their dependants upto two years with

stipend @ Rs. 3,000/- per month during the training period.

jii. Capital Subsidy upto Rs. 5.00 lakh for those who availed loans for Self Employment
Projects including sanitation related projects.

iv. Health insurance under Ayushman Bharat, Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-
PMJAY) to the families of all the identified manual scavengers.

The following are the achievements of coverage of manual scavengers and their dependants under
the Scheme in last five years:-

(No. of beneficiaries covered)
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Year One time Skill Development ICapital Subsidy
Assistance Training
2016-17 1357 4273 196
2017-18 1171 334 159
2018-19 18079 1682 144
2019-20 13246 2532 107
2020-21 14692 6204 157
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