GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO: 55+
TO BE ANSWERED ON: 21.07.2022

Steps to reduce Deforestation

55. SHRI S. SELVAGANABATHY:

Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government has taken note of the fact that India has lost millions of hectares
of tree cover over the last two decades; and

(b) if so, the preventive steps that have been taken/proposed to be taken by Government
to reduce deforestation?

ANSWER

MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
(SHRI BHUPENDER YADAY)

(a) & (b) The statement is laid on the table of the House.

ek
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Statement refer to in reply to part (a) to (b) of Rajya Sabha Starred
Question No. 55 due for reply on 21.07.2022 regarding ‘Steps to reduce
Deforestation’ by Shri S. Selvaganabathy

(a) Forest Survey of India (FSI), Dehradun, an organization under the Ministry carries out
the assessment of forest cover of the country biennially since 1987 and the findings
are published in India State of Forest Report (ISFR). The forest cover assessment is a
wall-to-wall mapping exercise based on remote sensing supported by intensive ground
verification and field data from National Forest Inventory. ISFR 2021 is the latest
report released by the Ministry on 13™ January, 2022. As per ISFR 2021, the total
forest cover of the country has increased by 38,251 square kilometre, tree cover has
increased by 14,276 square kilometre and total forest and tree cover has increased by
52,527 square kilometre in the last two decades (ISFR 2001 to ISFR 2021). The
details of forest and tree cover of the country in last two decades (ISFR 2001 to ISFR
2021) and change in forest and tree cover are given in the table below:-

(Area in square kilometres)

Class ISFR 2001 (a) ISFR 2021 (b) Change (b-a)
Forest Cover 6,75,538 7.13,789 38,251
Tree Cover 81,472 95,748 14,276
Forest and Tree 7,57,010 8,09,537 52,527
Cover Combined

(b) To compensate the problem of deforestation and to improve and increase the forest &
tree cover in the country, afforestation programmes are taken up under various
Centrally Sponsored Schemes of the ministry such as National Afforestation
Programme (NAP) and National Mission for a Green India (GIM). Now NAP scheme
has been merged with Green India Mission. The Ministry also supports school nursery
and urban forestry programmes through people’s participation.  Afforestation
activities are also taken up under various programmes /funding sources such as
Compensatory Afforestation Funds under Compensatory Afforestation Fund
Management and Planning Authority (CAMPA), afforestation activities under
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGA),
National Agro-forestry Policy and Sub-mission on Agro-forestry (SMAF), National
Bamboo Mission and National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture. In addition to
above, State and UT Governments have their own afforestation and reforestation
programmes. Almost every State has activities under social forestry, which largely
focuses on tree planting in the arcas outside forests. In addition, plantations are also
done by wvarious departments, Non-Government Organizations, Civil Society,
Corporate bodies etc.

The multi departmental efforts have yielded good results in conserving environment
by addressing the problem of deforestation, besides keeping the pace of development,
which is evident from the fact that the forest cover has stabilized and has been
constantly increasing over the years. As per the latest ISFR 2021, the total forest
cover of the country has increased by 12,294 square kilometres in the last seven years
(ISFR 2015 to ISFR 2021).
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The details of forest cover of the country in the last seven years (ISFR 2015 to ISFR
2021) and change in forest cover with respect to previous assessments are given in the

table below:-

(Area in square kilometres)
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ISFR Years Total Forest Changes in forest | Change in percentage
Cover cover w.r.t.
previous ISFR
ISFR 2015 7,01,495 - -
ISFR 2017 7,08,273 6,778 021
ISFR 2019 7,12,249 3,976 0.56
ISFR 2021 7,13,789 1,540 0.22
ol ot o
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EAHIOr B FH T 8 Few  way K o T deaneadl, gErr Rew
21.07.2022 F IoR & AT q&F 7T AT WHT ARIfHa IoaT HEAT 56 &F o0 (F) AR
(@) ¥ 3eax # 3feaf@a R

(&):

AR a7 FART0T (THUAITS), SEVIGe, ol 38 HAGT & Ush HNTET HIoT 8,
GaNT @y 1987 ¥ &I auf & HAUS W S & FoAGIUT H Hieholel [T ST &
3R 38k TAshl ol HRd 30 Fufd RO (ASTHETEAR) # YR fomam AT
&1 TENUT T HIFHT e SHE HeAdT 3R USET a7 A & WIed &7 31T
garT wAfd R dfter W smifa o ffoer-fafe @fe-g-ata) amfoser &
£l AETHUGIHR-2021 AdTdH RUie & 58 HAeT ganT fGsties 13 Shetadl, 2022
&1 ST R aRIT| HSUHUGAN-2021 & HeTHN, a1 &l GAhl (HSTHUGIN-2001
¥ HETHUGHN-2021) A M & Fol dolaor H 38,251 ot forall, gamamor &
14,276 @31 sl AT o oo T GRTEROT H 52,527 @ el 1 gefr g% €
I & GUR (MSTAVHIN-2001 | HSUHUHIR-2021) & & & a1 3T gefraxor
Wﬁﬁ?gﬁmﬁ@mwmmaﬁwﬁﬁmwﬁ-

(ot frah 3 drwe)

Aofy FTETHTEHR 2001(F) | IETHCHIR 2001(®W) | IREas (T-F)

deTTaduT 6,75,638 7,13,789 38,251

gaTayvT 81,472 95,748 14,276

HYFd ¥ ¥ I | 7,57,010 8,09,537 52,527
FIT gaTraoT

(@):

o A fadehentor &1 erfayfcd e qur &= 3 gaTEReT F gur 3R 9efy S
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S ARMERY & ATH § Fhol TGO AR qEl arfdhl HEwAT F o weder e
forar STar &1 aliemeT st 1 A sriwA/AdEe ddr F dawd 6 gE
forar Srar g, o8- wfaqges aefieter Y g AR 3eeT wiftestor (wean) &
(FAE), TS FN-afadr Afd A pafah g@eh Ui (TauATes),
S qiF AR U asd GuRei B A & Ggd gl SRisdTd|
3UGFd o IeMEl, T 3N TG T & GIhRT & 3791 FoAlnioT 30T Yefdaiiehyor
FRIGH & JATHT UAS U & FHTSI dlfelhl o dgd SRishdld Fdifdd 8,
foea sftpiere: aeii & a1y & &% F FRINYY W e fgd o amm g
g garr o geiiger i fahw ey &
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3eleh faHmEl garl fasrd &0 a1fd 1 AU et & 3l fodeilentor &1 FHe
wmﬂmmﬁ:wﬁw%mmwﬁm&qﬁmwgﬁsﬁsﬂawﬁ
Fose § 18 aaaser R g1 @ § 3R fUod 3o adf @ 36 oRer 9efer & @
g FAdeTaH HSTHUGHN-2021 & (AN, 910 A a¥ (SUAUGIR-2015 &
JSTHTHIHR-2021) & 2 & Fol F=AMGROT A 12,294 a1 ol &1 gef¥ g3 &

I HIT aut (HSTHUHHR-2015 | HISTHAUHIR-2021) H =M o ol dellal0T 2l

fod 3ehelal &1 Jolell H a=laior # qidceT & AT A difelenl & f&am /@

-

(T e A Sawe)

FETHAUEHR a% | Fof qonrawor | Mo ImuavesR 1 gaen | aRade #@
A Famaver & ofiEde L IGEGGI

ISTHUEIAR 2015 | 7,01,495 5 _
FETHEUHHAR 2017 | 7,08,273 6,778 0.21
IETHEURAR 2019 | 7,12,249 3,976 0.56
IETEURAR 2021 | 7,13,789 1,540 0.22
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri S. Selvaganabathy, put your first supplementary.
FITTI-ATY & s7erar foddl &! 919 RPle R A8 1 &1 &l ...(HTIH)..

SHRI S. SELVAGANABATHY: Sir, as part of the the National Forest Policy, 1988,
India plans to bring 33 percentage under forest cover area. Under this, | would like
to know what measures are being taken by the Ministry. ... (Interruptions )..

it 3= 1T : AR SUHHIRT Sff, AR 7 S 33 TRHC BN TRAT T 91 HI
I FEl 8, D oy Bive T & i, e B gRT IR TS 69 @
IS T oI 81 ... (@), H I8 o1 9nean ¢ fo [t o 13 S,
2022 B! 39 g RUIE oY Bt Bl ...(@€H).... SE1 &l RUIE SR & &, SHS
fewmE & <9 # S Sled B Hex &, I9H 38,251 TARK I &l TgRINI §3
Bl ...(AFE)... T HaR S §6IST Goll &, TT 14,276 TR fhariies gpist
TN &l ...(SUTUM)... Ted BRE 3R & Hax 91 e ot g6t §Y &,
ITH A ¢ FSHSH H, 2001 ¥ ABY 2021 & 9 #, 52,527 TEARR [HaAA Bt
TGN ES Bl ... (STE)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Second supplementary. ...(Interruptions )...

SHRI S. SELVAGANABATHY: Sir, | would like to know whether there is any plan to
involve the youth in the afforestation programme of India and make them innovative in
this manner. ...(Interruptions)...

Y i qTeq ; ARG STHHURT ARled, BT P Y4t gfaefadt 7, o
a3l B Al Sdicd DI DY ATl & 3R 9 A B 41 W8 B ... (FCHH)....
Y A A ABREIE UM, oo fem R 99 e 9o ge 8 ik
TYFET BN WA $I oY WhiA ¥, SHB! W S e & ary Sirg far an
Bl ...(TFEF)... T 99 HATHICY BRI | oY BRI YA Yfaeiaey &l
R 91, e WeA9d QidhedR Bl W G, 74 1 had dl, i SHb
w17 81 W g9 9gd 9R furcdew, I9-maeie sifilagae, fafde s sk
BIRYNC dISIS, Yaeb! 3d1ed DD Tl X8 8l ...(HATHM). ..

i SqaHaf : A A < SudTd| . (SEETH)...L
S1. 1 A S AT : Helad, { AYS qredd J /Y HAl St | I8 Sl
argm & o N gaRivn eris 8, S99 89 IR-woer 3all &) o §, &I
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SHET DS 939 HRY B R Af 781 8, T T WeR 39 99 R AR vl {6 &4
AR e A QAR SIRIHT BN, STH BaAQR &I DI 1A DI IS F10?
+..(TEE)....

s} i g1eq : A TR WEiEd, FHR ERT S SIB NI HIH For €,
AR AT §9 91 1R Y&l 2 f St g9R Afeq 941 8, St g9l Sty & ffae
¥, TN 9TAERYT & fedE ¥ §, 3 ST 9§ SU1R] oF i S| . (4G, . AR
TS &1 Sl GId &, FiTea w0 9 BaeR & ¥ @ 91iey, oifée Swe wri-4re
S Aifea Soar] ©, SHd fRe & 98 oM =iy, S 4RI feurdHe wrffer &
MR TR HY &1 8l ... (STTEH). ..

it SaRTMTaRY : Ie I 56. .. (TIGEH).....

*56. [The questioner was absent. |
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