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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT

RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO.186
TO BE ANSWERED ON 03.08.2022

DISRUPTIONS IN ANGANWADI CENTRES

SHRI SHAKTISINH GOHIL:

Will the Minister of Women and Child Development be pleased to state:

whether as per a study aided by NITI Aayog, disruptions in
Anganwadi Centres(AWCs) based nutritional services continued even after
the lockdown of March, 2020 ended and if so, the reasons therefor;

the details of the number of children returning after the reopening of these
AWCs, State- wise;

whether as much as 43 per cent of the households with Pregnant or
Lactating Women (PLW) faced challenges in receiving food from AWCs;
and

if so, the reasons therefor?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT
(SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI)

(a)to (d): A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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Statement referred to in reply to Part (a) to (d) of Rajya Sabha Starred Question
No0.186 to be answered on 03.08.2022 regarding "Disruptions in Anganwadi
Centres"

(a) & (b) As per available information, the report referred to does not reflect the views
and policies of NITI Aayog.

The lockdown imposed due to Covid-19 was eased in phases. To ensure continuous
nutritional support to Anganwadi beneficiaries, Anganwadi Workers and Helpers
distributed Supplementary Nutrition at the doorstep of beneficiaries once in 15 days
as all Anganwadi Centers were closed during the pandemic as per MHA guidelines
to limit the impact of COVID-19. States/UTs were advised to decide on the re-
opening of AWCs outside containment zones while adhering to health and safety
protocols as per guidelines of MOHFW and develop their own Standard Operating
Procedures.

Ministry has closely monitored States/UTs for uninterrupted delivery of
supplementary nutrition and essential services to beneficiaries including children up
to the age of 6 years, pregnant women and lactating mothers. States/UTs were also
submitting progress reports on the implementation of services under the Anganwadi
Scheme. As per data reported by States/UTs, 9.06 crore beneficiaries including
children received supplementary nutrition during 2020-21. Details of State-wise
beneficiaries under SNP are placed at Annexure-I.

(c) Challenges faced by pregnant and lactating women in receiving supplementary
nutrition were not reported by any State/UT.

(d) Does not arise.

*kkkkk
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Annexure-l to Rajya Sabha Starred Q. N0.186 to be answered on 03.08.2022
Statement of beneficiaries under Anganwadi Services as on 30.06.2021

Beneficiaries of Supplementary Nutrition Beneficiaries of Pre-school Education
Total
Pregnant| 2&ne-
Children (6 Total ?& ficiaries
S. No| State/UTs Children (3|children (6 | (children |Boys 3|airls 3|Total 3
months - 3 lactating
years) - 6 years) months - 6 Mothers 6 mo-6 - 6 years) - 6 years) - 6 years)
years) (P&LM) years
plus
P&LM)
1 Andhra
Pradesh 1619718 1050805 2670523| 724824| 3395347 25310, 59695 85005
2 Arunachal
Pradesh 74920 87120 162040 19547| 181587 44381 42739 87120
3 [assam 1414719 1617562 3032281] 504233] 3536514 859315 758247 1617562
4 |gihar 4232095 3722042, 7954137] 1788449] 9742586 1972680 1749362 3722042
5 Chhatisgarh 1140480 1027352 2167832 429798| 2597630 531024 573793 1104817
6 |Goan 34757 24029 58786 11108 69894 0 0| 0|
7 Gujarat 1808575 1683424 3491999| 659346| 4151345 826587 790880 1617467
8 Haryana 673334 430768 1104102] 302799| 1406901 218855 211913 430768
9 Himachal
Pradesh 232445 163141 395586 91779] 487365 18339 17580 35919
10 |sharkhand 331487 991189 1322676 159752| 1482428 301645 300629 602274
11 |Karnataka 2162732 1910577 4073309| 904252| 4977561 340534 296577, 637111
12 |kerala 635189 503352, 1138541 346820| 1485361 255613 247739 503352
13 Madhya
Pradesh 2558553 2451816 5010369] 1047575| 6057944 367883 358711 726594
14 |maharashtra 3070115 3653256 6723371 1116171 7839542 1209753 1211983 2421736
15 Manipur?® 152451 185439 337890 54302| 392192 0 0| 0|
16 Meghalaya 202499 235494 437993 66983| 504976 112302 109710 222012
17 |mizoram 50045 49601 99646 20772] 120418 10956 10934 21890
18 Nagaland 186655 178991 365646 40850] 406496 89732 89207 178939
19 |odisha 1661321 1549932 3211253| 655266] 3866519 786455 763477, 1549932
20 Punjab 548274 339361 887635| 262977| 1150612 152485 133012 285497
21 Rajasthan 2099870 1340612 3440482] 1085975| 4526457 683713 656899 1340612
22 |sikkim~ 12584 7369 19953 4776] 24729 0 0 0
23 ITamil Nadu 1928712 762496 2691208] 723890| 3415098 387690 374806 762496
24 Telangana 1053745 685847 1739592 468362| 2207954 354029 343144 697173
25 Tripura 152361 173494 325855 56692] 382547 87423 86071 173494
26 |Uttar Pradesh 7454852 4128111 11582963 3335144|14918107| 366299 387435 753734
27 |uttrakhand 467021 253603 720624| 184357| 904981 133206 130455 263661
28 West Bengal
N * 3649035 3551779 7200814] 1568154 8768968| 0 0| 0|
29 |a & N Islands 10161 7056 17217 3056 20273 3538 3518 7056
30 Chandigarh 24784 26153 50937 8674 59611 13559 12674 26233
Dadra & N
31 |Haveli and 15502 15005 30507 7328 37835 7603 7402 15005
Daman & Diu
32 |pelhi 398350 242723 641073] 136612| 777685 74066 70167 144233
Jammu &
33 Kashmir 296559 232375 528934 121466 650400 0 0 o
35 [Lakshadweep 2849 1381 4230 1123 5353 736 645 1381
36 Puducherry 27514 5257 32771 9427 42198 2683| 2574 5257
Total 40393615 33297410 73691025|16925928|90616953 10240054 9803581 20043635

N Due to COVID-19 AWCs could not run Pre-school Education

* Available data as on 31 March, 2021
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st wifpRie MfEe : A9 STuTUfy F8ied, § e SIRY 8HR IfHRI 6T &l
ATl g, il 519 89 FaTel Y8 o, a9 AR H Sl Sad a1 Al IR, 59
JaTel & dre A 72 Iz ol fob g +ic 1 Re ffcer 2/2020 9 ®a1 o1 fb S
JMTTATST B, S-S e &, 9% JAhMNIST Bl S a9 Ugel et o, dIRAT &
SR S72 98 oY B8R WR I Fer=1 gl =T ST & W8T 3 U 94 gail, S
ft gaT & b 40 ThT ar=i AfgRl &1 S A fiye T Ay o, 98 S 7El fira
AT SUFHTANT Hel&d, H Yo R AN AT, 98 J=1 30 I, 2021 BT 7T T[T, W
M-pIfas w1 599 I, T 781 {3 771 F 310+ gl Aeiifes] § A= H23 Sff 9 I8
NITAT dradl ﬁul As per your written reply, as of 30" June 2021, there were total
9,06,00,000-0odd beneficiaries. Now | would like to know the total number of

beneficiaries who were there pre-COVID.

THE MINISTER OF WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT; AND THE MINISTER OF
MINORITY AFFAIRS (SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI): Sir, the hon. Member seeks
to get a response on a specific number for a specific date. He oscillates between
pronouncing NITI Aayog Report, which has been factually reported in the answer
given to him, and back to another date which he wants me to give a specific answer
on. | would like to clearly state four-five issues here. The report that he alludes to is a
report which NITI Aayog in its acknowledgements acknowledges and disclaims
publicly that the views of it are not supported by NITI Aayog. Secondly, possibly why
NITI Aayog does not support the view is because the survey was done telephonically
based on a call list based on 2011 Census. Thirdly, in that, interviews were done only
with 30 workers in a country where there are 14,00,000 anganwadis. Now the hon.
Member seeks to find out how many services have been provided to how many
beneficiaries, Sir, as of May 2022, | am sure the hon. Member is aware that
implementation of these services rests with the State Governments across the
country. Digitally, verbally and in writing, States have reported that they are currently,
in May, 2022, serving over 9,18,00,000 beneficiaries, women and children included. |
must here also highlight that there is an age group within which children are there,
and there is a medical instance when there is a pregnant and lactating mother, who is
to be serviced through the anganwadi. For the Member to presume that the number
of pregnant and lactating women will stay the same throughout, for the Member to
presume that a child between the age of 0-6 years will stay fixed up to the age of 6
years and not grow beyond the age of 6 years, | think is something which he needs to
introspect on. But the data that has been provided is factual and we have no intention
of deluding or for that matter disrespecting hon. Member's desire to seek a factual
response. | must again reiterate that the data that | propose in this House as answer
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is a data which is dependent on the States report and this is what the States have
emphatically said across the nation.

i} wIfpiiE Mied : AT SUFHMT qgiqd, § w17 4301 ST & I8 He-1 darsdr g
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R BIFTY o &7 I ah <781 © U1Y 2, SRR <AidTareil i ?
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Ieeld B © 3R § Sl g {3 RT SMIRT 71 w9 @81 S they are in a position to

say in their disclaimer that it does not necessarily reflect their view. | hope the hon.
Member has read the report in detail because the report here enunciates that 96 per
cent women and children have received health benefits. Would you then disregard
that position of the report? The report says that institutional delivery of women in the
pandemic, when there was a national lockdown, is 90 per cent. So, when | say that |
am reflecting what NITI Aayog has said in its acknowledgement... (Interruptions)...

it SUMHRT : @IS ...(FAYM)... FYAT SSDHR 1l 7 B ...(FALT). ..

SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI: | have the report in my hand right now from which |
am reading. ...(Interruptions)..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : No cross-talk please. ...(/nz‘errupt/ons)...
SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI: Sir, when | am quoting the NITI Aayog report, | have

it in my hand. ...(/nterrupz‘/ons)... For somebody to wag a finger that there is no such
data. ...(Interruptions)...
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o} STAUIT : oo HE-1T G341 S 61 91 81 Reble TR SRS 21 ...(SILI ). ..

SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI: This data exists in 11 States from a call list of five
lakh people dependent on 2011 Census. ...(Interruptions).. Since the hon. Member
brings it up, | am compelled to highlight these issues as well. However, Sir, as the
Member is enunciating RTI reports and answers which my Ministry has given, | again
would reiterate that the insinuation that the Member is trying to possibly implicate us
with saying that those who are the poorest of the poor did not receive support, | can
say that as on March, 2022, in our anganwadi services as reported by State
Governments not only in the POSHAN tracker but also the ICDS portal which is
functional in recognition of the States' efforts, we have again seen from SC, ST and
OBC communities, we have ensured that beneficiaries to the tune of close to over
3,50,00,000 have received the benefit from their State Governments. For the
Member to insinuate that his position is correct and that of State Governments
democratically elected in this country giving spurious data is unfortunate.
...(Interruptions)...

it STRUTIT : AT G HAR AT S|

£t Gefter FoR AIGT : ST FEIey, | A |30 HeledT A I8 SI1 a18dl §
o G BIC 71 ANTATST TH Y ...(FFHH)....

11 STFHTAFT : AT AGEIIVT, Ueh §91 Gob| Question Hour is over. The House
stands adjourned till 2.00 p.m.
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