GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT OF SCHOOL EDUCATION AND LITERACY

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION No. 1930
TO BE ANSWERED ON 03.08.2022

Central Scheme for financial assistance

1930 Shri Ajit Kumar Bhuyan:

Will the Minister of Education be pleased to state:

(@) the details of the budget allocation made by Government towards addressing the
issues arising out of the long closure of schools including infrastructure building and
training of teachers;

(b) whether Government aims to introduce or has introduced any Central scheme or
policy to provide financial assistance to students who have lost one or both of their parents
due to COVID-19;

(c) if so, the details thereof;

(d) whether Government would provide any support to schools that have suffered loss
during the pandemic and would require extra resources to reopen the schools effectively;
and

(e) if so, the details thereof?
ANSWER
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
(SMT. ANNPURNA DEVI)

(@):  Education comes under the Concurrent List of the Constitution and majority of the
schools in the states fall under the jurisdiction of the respective State/UT Government. The
Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSEL) has launched Samagra Shiksha,
an Integrated Scheme for School Education from 2018-19 which is an overarching
programme for the school education sector extending from pre-school to class XII and
aims to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education at all levels of school education.
To mitigate the effect of Covid-19, the DoSEL has approved an outlay of Rs. 7306.66
crores under Samagra Shiksha for financial year 2022-23, which includes the following:

(i) Rs.3127.32 crore to promote online learning through digital initiatives.
(i) Rs. 76.48 crore for online teacher training to ensure continuous professional
development of teachers.
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(iii) Rs. 248.71 crore for training of members of School Management Committees
(SMC)/ School Management and Development Committees (SMDC) to
create awareness amongst the students and parents.

(iv) Rs.150.36 crore for media and community mobilization.

(v) Rs.158.54 crore for Safety and Security at school level.

(vi) Rs. 85.49 crore for orientation of teachers on safety and security.

(vii) Rs.3459.76 crore under composite school grant which inter-alia includes safe
school operations, sanitization and ensuring basic wash facilities, safe
drinking water, availability of essentials like alcohol rub/sanitizer
disinfectant, cleaning material, thermal screening facilities etc.

(b) to (e): Hon’ble Prime Minister has announced a number of benefits to children
impacted by the COVID-19 Pandemic. All children who have lost both parents or
surviving parent or legal guardian/adoptive parents due to COVID-19 are supported under
‘PM-CARES for Children’ scheme. To ensure comprehensive care and protection of
children who have lost their parent(s) to COVID pandemic, in a sustained manner, enable
their wellbeing through health insurance, empower them through education and equip
them for self-sufficient existence with financial support on reaching 23 years of age. The
PM CARES for children scheme inter-alia provides support to these children through
convergent approach, gap funding for ensuring education, health, monthly stipend from
the age of 18 years, and lump sum amount of Rs. 10 lakh on attaining 23 years of age.

The DoSEL has made all efforts to bring the beneficiaries of the PM CARES for
Children scheme under the purview of school education. In order to facilitate admission of
these children, additional seats @ 10 children per Kendriya Vidyalaya subject to
maximum of 2 children per class were sanctioned in the Kendriya Vidyalayas across the
country and beneficiaries are exempted from payment of fee (Tuition fee, Computer fund
etc.) from Class I to XII. For the beneficiaries who have dropped out of schools long back,
this Department has shared the details of such beneficiaries with National Institute of
Open Schooling (NIOS) and directed to bring the beneficiaries under the purview of
education through open schooling.

The DoSEL has also requested the States and UTs to take various initiatives under
Samagra Shiksha, such as admission to children in Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas
and Netaji Subash Chandra Bose residential schools, reimbursement against section
12(1)(c) of RTE Act, Mid-Day Meal etc., identifying and mainstreaming of Out of School
Children and children of migrant persons particularly orphan & out of schools children
due to pandemic, mobilizing psychosocial support for Mental Health and Wellbeing of
such Students. These steps would ensure continuity of education of children in distress.
Further, the States and UTs have been asked to orient teachers to keep track of students
who have lost one or both of their parents due to pandemic.

122



-3-

A comprehensive initiative called PM e-VIDYA has been initiated which unifies
all efforts related to digital/online/on-air education to enable multi-mode access to
education. The initiative includes:

e DIKSHA, the nation’s digital infrastructure for providing quality e-content for
school education in states/UTs: and QR coded Energized Textbooks for all grades
(one nation, one digital platform)

e One earmarked Swayam Prabha TV channel per class from 1 to 12 (one class,
one channel)

e Extensive use of Radio, Community radio and CBSE Podcast- Shiksha Vani

e Special e-content for visually and hearing impaired developed on Digitally
Accessible Information System (DAISY) and in sign language on NIOS website/
YouTube.
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