GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF JAL SHAKTI,
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES, RIVER DEVELOPMENT & GANGA REJUVENATION
RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 116
ANSWERED ON 18.07.2022

WATERSHED DEVELOPMENT PROJECT UNDE JSA

116 SHRIM. MOHAMED ABDULLA
Will the Minister of JAL SHAKTI be pleased to state:-

(a) the number of watershed development projects constructed under Jal Shakti Abhiyan (JSA) in Tamil Nadu
from the year 2019;

(b) whether Government had done any analysis about the increase in groundwater level due to the JSA

campaign; and

(c) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

ANSWER
THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR JAL SHAKTI

(SHRI BISHWESWAR TUDU)

(a) 33,81,354 watershed development structures/activities have been completed in Tamil Nadu under
under Jal Shakti Abhiyan from the year 2019.

(b) & (¢) Attribution of any increase in water table entirely to the Jal Shakti Abhiyan is not possible as
change in water table is also affected by several other factors like rainfall pattern, other interventions
of the state/ central government etc. Central Ground Water Board monitors the status of ground water
table in its assessments units in the country on a continuous basis. Central Ground Water Board
(CGWB) carried out a sample check to assess the impact of the "Catch the Rain" campaign in terms of
improvement in ground water level in 15 identified districts under JSA:CTR Campaign. One-time
investigation and analysis revealed an overall improvement in 13 districts out of the 15. Improvement
in water levels is found to be a cumulative effect of various factors like rainfall, various interventions
of both state and central government including the JSA:CTR Campaign.
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