GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2304
TO BE ANSWERED ON 05/08/2022

SMART FARMING
2304. SHRIN.R. ELANGO:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is planning to lay emphasis on the need to adapt to smart farming
methods in the wake of reducing land cover and depleting resources;

(b) if so, the details thereof’, and

(¢) if not, the reasons there for?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE

(SHRI NARENDRA SINGH TOMAR)

(a) to (¢): Government is promoting adoption of smart farming methods through the use of
technology and innovation in the agriculture sector in the country. Government is implementing a
Digital Agriculture Mission (DAM) which includes India Digital Ecosystem of Agriculture (IDEA),
Farmers Database, Unified Farmers Service Interface (UFSI), Funding to the States on the new
Technology (NeGPA), Revamping Mahalanobis National Crop Forecast Centre (MNCFC), Soil
Health, Fertility and profile mapping. Under the NeGPA program funding is given to State
Governments for Digital Agriculture projects using emerging technologies like Artificial Intelligence
and Machine Learning (AIVYML). Internet of Things (IOT), Blockchain etc. Adoption of drone
technologies is being done. To promote smart farming, the Government promotes startups in the
agriculture sector and nurtures agri-entrepreneurs. The Per Drop More Crop component of the
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sichai Yojana (PMKSY-PDMC) aims to increase water use efficiency at the
farm level through micro irrigation technologies, i.e., drip and sprinkler irrigation systems. The Gol
started eNAM (National Agriculture Market) an electronic trading portal which creates networks
between the existing Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC) mandis for the farmers.

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) promotes innovation, extension and
education in agriculture. A total of 1575 field crop varieties were released for different agricultural
crops during 2014-21. During 2014-21, 91.43 crore agro-advisories were provided to farmers through
mobiles. ICAR developed 187 mobiles apps on different farm and farmer related services during
2014-21. These ICAR apps are now integrated on one common platform called KISAAN. The
Farmer FIRST (Farm, Innovations, Resources, Science and Technology) initiative was launched
during this period by ICAR with enhanced farmers-scientists interface to move beyond production

and productivity.
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