
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF YOUTH AFFAIRS AND SPORTS 
(DEPARTMENT OF SPORTS) 

RAJYA SABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION No. 2234 
ANSWERED ON 04/08/2022 

  

SHORTAGE OF SPORTS COACHES 
  

2234  SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR GUPTA: 

  
Will the Minister of YOUTH AFFAIRS AND SPORTS be pleased to state: 

  
   (a)   whether it is a fact that in addition to sports infrastructure, good sports coaches are 

also required; 

  
   (b)   if so, the steps taken to address the shortage of coaches for training sportspersons; 

and 

  

    (c)  the steps taken to have more women coaches? 

  

ANSWER 

  
THE MINISTER OF YOUTH AFFAIRS AND SPORTS 
  
(SHRI ANURAG SINGH THAKUR) 

  

(a) to (c)     ‘Sports’ being a State subject, the responsibility for promotion/development of 

sports, including coaching and creation of sports infrastructure, primarily rests with the 

respective State/UT Governments. The Central Government supplements their efforts through 

its various schemes, viz. Khelo India Scheme and sports promotional schemes run by the Sports 

Authority of India (SAI). 

  

Further, good coaches are undoubtedly required in addition to other support systems, including 

sports infrastructure. Accordingly, as a part of the efforts to provide 360 degree support to the 

athletes preparing for important national and international competitions, including Olympics 

2024 and 2028, recruitment/appointment of 420 coaches on contract/deputation basis have 

been recently undertaken in the Sports Authority of India (SAI), as per the details below: 

 

1) 101 Coaches were selected on deputation; 

2) 103 Coaches on contract basis; 

3) 212 Coaches in the grade of Assistant Coach on contract basis; 

4) 04 Coaches in the grade of Chief Coach on contract basis. 

  

Currently, 966 coaches are working in SAI, out of which 134 women coaches are working on 

regular basis and 80 women coaches are working on contract basis. 

  

Further, under the Khelo India Scheme, an effective sports training mechanism has been 

worked out wherein “Past Champion Athletes” are engaged as Coaches at the Khelo India 

Centres. An annual recurring grant of ₹ 5 lakh per discipline is fixed for remuneration, purchase 
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of sports equipment, sports kit, competition exposure, etc. out of which ₹ 3 lakh is mandatorily 

earmarked for the remuneration of Past Champion Athlete at the rate of ₹ 25,000 per month. 

At present, 102 Past Champion Athletes have been engaged in 91 Khelo India Centres, out of 

which, 10 are women. 
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