118

[RAJYA SABHA ]

considered to be one of the major components of world beverage market. Above all,
Indian tea is among the finest in the world owing to strong geographical indications.
Yet, Tea gardens in Darjeeling Hills are suffering as never before. | humbly urge the
august House to draw the kind attention of the Prime Minister to urgently provide
financial help and set up an expert Committee to find a solution to the greatest Indian
Industry's revival.

DR. SASMIT PATRA (Odisha): Sir, | associate myself with the issue raised by the
hon. Member.

DR. AMAR PATNAIK (Qdisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised by
the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI MAUSAM NOOR (West Bengal): Sir, | also associate myself with the
issue raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI M. MOHAMED ABDULLA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the
issue raised by the hon. Member.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised
by the hon. Member.

SHRI SANDOSH KUMAR P (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised
by the hon. Member.
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Need for passage of the Women Reservation Bill in Parliament
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SHRI M. MOHAMED ABDULLA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | associate myself with the Special
Mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special
Mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. V. SIVADASAN (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI JEBI MATHER HISHAM (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI SANDOSH KUMAR P (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special
Mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.

SHRI MAHARAJA SANAJAOBA LEISHEMBA (Manipur): Sir, | also associate myself
with the Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI PABITRA MARGHERITA (Assam): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special
Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.
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DR. AMAR PATNAIK (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.
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Deaths on duty of Railway Trackmen due to lack of safety devices

SHRI A.A. RAHIM (Kerala): Sir, the Railway trackmen and keymen are essential
workers in the railways who carry out the track patrolling and ensure that the rails are
safe to ply on and, hence, ensure the smooth functioning of the railways. Theirs is a
high risk job as they have to work on the tracks while trains are still running. Every
day, these workers are putting their lives on the line for the railways and, hence, for
our country. In the Thiruvananthapuram Division of Southern Railway, thirteen keymen
met with a fatal accident while on duty in a short period. There is already a device
called the Rakshak or train-passing indicator which is a hand-held device, which can
alert the workers of the incoming trains. However, these have not been provided in
the Thiruvananthapuram Division. They should also be provided with walkie-talkie
devices while working in single line sections. The keymen also have to work alone
without any supporting staff and this is also a risk to their safety. There is also the
centuries-old practice of manual monsoon patrolling which is completely avoidable if
mechanised patrolling is introduced. A special risk allowance also must be instituted
for the employees working as keymen. The Ministry should urgently take up these
measures to ensure that the brave workers working as keymen are not prone to fatal
accidents while on duty due to such completely avoidable circumstances. Thank you,
Sir.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | associate myself with the Special Mention made
by the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. SASMIT PATRA (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.



