GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF COAL

RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. *124
TO BE ANSWERED ON 19/12/2022
Underutilisation of coal mines in the country
*124. Smt. Ranjeet Ranjan:
Will the Minister of COAL be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is aware that as of October 2022, only two thirds of the country's coal
mines are being utilised to their capacity;

(b) whether Government plans to develop 99 new coal projects with a production target of 427
million tonnes per year, despite the underutilisation of the existing coal mines;

(c) whether Government has examined or intends to examine the issue of underutilisation of
these existing coal mines;

(d) if so, the details thereof, including measures to address the aforementioned issue of
underutilisation; and

(e) if not, the reasons therefor?
ANSWER

MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS, COAL AND MINES
(SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI)

(@) to (e): A statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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Statement in Reply to the Rajya Sabha Starred Question No. 124 to be answered on
19.12.2022 regarding Underutilization of coal mines in the country

(@): Coal mines are operated as per the approved mining plan. Considering last 5 years
average, CIL's overall system capacity utilization is near about 80%. The capacity utilization
of SCCL has been near about 82-90% and capacity utilization of NLCIL has been near about
85% - 100% as per mine plan.

(b): As per demand projections, coal mines are planned and its operations run to ensure energy
security of the country. Development of new mines are also required towards Atmanirbhar
Bharat to reduce import dependence. Coal demand of 1500 MTPA is projected by various
agencies by 2030. Some redundancy in mines' capacity has to be in-built to sustain production
at optimum levels when faced with unforeseen and unavoidable situations, such as adverse
weather conditions, local & operational problems, land acquisition, geological surprises and
variations etc.

(c) to (e): Coal mines are running at optimal capacity as per their mining plans. Operations of
coal mines are monitored by the Government on regular basis.

*kkkk
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AT IHR
FIYAT HATIT

UsT T
aRIfed 9o TEAT : *124
daT 3caX 19 ffEFeR, 2022 + AT ST §

3 H FIYAT WET FT HH algel
*124. A Eha &=

FIT FIAEAT HI g Tl HT FaT HI

(@) FT TWHER F 3H 910 T TAFR § fF AHFqeR 2022 T S H Fae a1 e
FIICT WA T & 3T &TAAT & HewT 3UANT AT ST W@ &

(T) &1 AN HAIGET HIFAT WL Pl HFA 3YAT H U S & ddsjg 427 fAfeasT
e 9fd av & 3cUeA 8T & HTY 99 A% HIFAT IRATSAANT FHl [drfld e &1 faaR
@dr &

(1) FAT WHR o 5o HISET HIFT WAl & HA qlgel U T & Hed & o H §
IT ST HA H [TUR @ ¢

(&) I &1, o %A cleal Hael IUIFd Heal 1 FAUH Fe & v fho o W@ 30t
afga acase salr Fr §; 3R

(3.) Ife =g, ar 3HS AT HRUT §?

3cdl
(3 vegrg Sefl)

(&) ¥ (3.) : TASROT T Jeol W 3@ @ AT P

* %k % %k ¥
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G H FIAT WAl FT FA g’ & Fag # A T 1A ganT Reiw 19.12.2022
F I3 AW @ TeT WHT ARIfFT WA HEAT "124 & AT (F) § (3.) & Iea A
sfeaf@a faavor

(F) : PN WAl HT FaTol AT Gelel Aol & AR fhar Srer g1 Woe 5
aﬁ%sﬂwaﬁwmﬁr@?rgmxﬁmwgmmmmmm%a:
FUd gl Tl Al & AR THEETS T &THAT 39T o 82-90% 3R
TATHHIINSTSA T &THAT 3UATIT 18T 85% - 100% & FHlS TET &l

(@) : AT HHAG & TER, DIl Tl H ATl A5 e § AR o & S
el gaead & & v sder gares fhar srer g1 smcAfAsR #Ra & e A
ITT R FAIRAT FF A & O J5 @er &1 [Fem off smaas & [ffea weifaat
GaRT 2030 ok Hg H 1500 AN HAGT 1 AR AT AT g AEH H
gfdehel SRV, AT 3HR TelelellcAs HATATT, oA TGN, ARG 3-dellelen
geaATt 3R gRada 3nfe ol 3ycaida 3R 3aRed Rufadl &1 adar s w)
SSCAH TR W 3cdlcel &V WA & T @l &7 & § Fo HAREFddr Hdfiied
gleil aTfRT|

() & (3): F T YA Gelel ASTA3 & AR FCAH &TAAT W I W Bl
FITST Wledl & JATeld I AR ¢arT FAfAT 3R 9T Ferrd Hr St

* %k % %k ¥
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et Wi o Iuguralt ge1ey, | 31ad d1eg¥ 3 Ha3ll Aed A $B Yol e
2| 3R 317 S, 1 Sl Blrer War 34T faerfid 81 X8l 8, S0 HH-H-HH 165 71l
I fqeenfid &= 3R T 87,630 URART B YHIIIT B BT WART &, o774 A
41,508 TRAR I9 &1 # Y& &, S8l IR YW Tl MfEarRiai @ 81 397 T
22,686 TACAR BN BT Y 8 31X 19,287 BFCIR ST Bl HI WaRT 21 U H, BF Q9
&I @I H % 1-TU8TS &l &1 ITIRT 6 U177 § 3R 38 Is] @aHi § it h
URIC T BT YT &1 VT 21 H 39D =R F AfCThIge T8 g ...(ag™)... 718
STl H 9N JIRAT TSt TS .. (AILT)...

S} STRHTALT : ST IST S, WISt 3T sl | i GIoy] ..(aer)...

Sl Jold 99 W), H JAvE WIS S ... (FAYM)... I8 Sl Greehall Bl
ATHAT BT TS 8T 81 ST, SiTet, STHH, I8 S9d oIy Isi-J1el &1 |ard g1 3:7
HT St A FATe 2 [ AT ST AIS[ET W& ©, S9! &HdT Bl GG & oy HATAT -

T HH ISTT 7

SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI: Sir, basically, | do not agree with the so-called report which
the hon. Member is mentioning. That report is neither credible nor reliable. Pre
AT 3R BAR YIUEYS & UTd Sl BIIel Bl W 5, T8 Io ADR hopaic (bl
T 21 AR UT T4 328 HIST & | It has been calculated on the basis of PRC.
Gl ) H 3G Tl BT gl GRIRE! d&x & HRYI, o YfrfseN & SR,
Ar-arafaferdt & BRI or for various other reasons FUTfAd 81T ® 3R HHI-HH T
R g ef el 8T Bl S DN @, Y S BR Vg %\;, this is not an acceptable
report. Ultimately, it is the question of the energy security of the country. gH BRI
Tl RIRIREY B ST 81 ST81 db 89K WSdRTH &I FdTd €, in 2014, it was 566
million tonnes. E“Tﬁ EIERIER IR H'Bﬁ, :IQTQ' AT S &6 qrTgeE ﬁ, this year, our

total production will be 200 million tonnes, which means, all our PSUs are producing

to the optimum level. For example, Coal India's average is around 85 per cent;
SCCL's average is around 90 per cent, and, regarding Neyveli Lignite Corporation,
where we have given the coal mines also -- it is including lignite -- its average is
nearly 100 per cent. Our requirement by 2030 will be 1,500 million tonnes. For that we
have to scale up our production. Sir, in the previous regime, they did not produce.
There were only scams. Today, we are producing and we are ensuring the energy
security for India. For that, coal is needed, and, this is what | would like to mention.

| would once again say that the report which she is mentioning is neither
credible nor reliable. | am very clear on this.
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St ol 919 : IR, ST RFawe BRI, H 32 siidifesd $e1 o M

R GERT AN Fgad & o 2021-22 § WRA BT BIIAT AT 208.93
fiferaT e o1, ! $o BT 2.28 G RIS T g5l T8 e A2 dd
DI ATAT BRI 132 eI 1 IR ug= 11 8, e Hid 2.3 g BRIS Ugd
TS 21 MY FET AR HRT &1 980 IS1-TS! I1d B &, Afh 31T Y 3 9
R IR DIl BT AT BR Y2 81 T 431 S g4y fh &9 BiIet & Aol H 6
TSl b SATHMYR B STGA? ....(TFHT). .

2 STUTIL: g=ydTe, GIdTe| 319 Yeb &1 FdTel B Aehcll 81 ...(ATE)...

St ol 9 AR, TR ATl W 5 6 Wi B . (FEaUH)... 8T 81 H e Rure
37TS B... ...(TaET)...

3 SgHTak: oA IS S, 9T L (REEH).. AT U JdTel 9 for 2l
..(TIYT ).

SN Fotia I919: 1, AR aTel @A 18] gall 2l ...(GeM). .

# Ig|HERI: 3T Uh & Farel Yo Ahdl ol ... (FGUH)... I8 GA%l 9dId 2|
..(TGHT)...

S ST 391 : AR, WIS ....(SaYH).... ST ITel H U T AT 21 ....(FILH)...
St SYFUTTA: 3= TS BT W FibT e T Il ....(aem ). .

A Iolia ¥514: 311 81 5 U RUIE 18 8, Rrd... ..(agM ). .

3 Ig[HTaf: @IS . (FGEH)... A HA S L (FEEH)... b i i T
T8 U8 A1 81 ...(FFLM)... FAR U 3R TH & ...(TaIH)... 10 G, o7
HiehT Te! ATl &, d WX U 377d &l ...(@E@eM)... T Gfh dIF-d14 FaTe T8 4o
bl Bl ...(TaLTH)...

STIcH IoTId ¥oTH: 9X, AR WaTdl @ i galll ...(FaeH). ..

8 IuaumEfa: |1 Y UE QY A9 gard quiil? L (@agH)... T8, @il
..(FFEH)....

32



A} Iohid IoT: 9N, -1 FdTel WA :I?:fgsﬂl Sir, my ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: This is vyour third question. Please be clear.
...(Interruptions )...

il gETe SN W), U 9gd IoI-do! aIdl & IR H 91 B 8 2l ...(FEH). ..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You were supposed to ask only two supplementary
questions. ...(Interruptions)... Please. ...(Interruptions)...

# wEere Sief: IR, H a1 8 Be AEdl g .. (FGHUF)... Sl BIC-BIE] a1 SR
Y, STHT UrSdRd FT A7 ...(FAIF)... AP WSaRE AT 566 million tons in
...(Interruptions)...

SN Iotia o1 1, H R BRI G ...(aagm). ..

# Syl § 9 I RedRe BB ...(Fa9M)... 377 & F9edd I8 gl o
..(TAIT)... QIS ...(FAL). .. AT H31 Sff, ©iST 319 5179 <1 ... .(STae™). ..

SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI: Sir, | am replying. If you allow, | will give a reply.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI RANJEET RANJAN: Sir, please allow me only for thirty seconds.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No; | am not allowing. ...(Interruptions)... ATA=I11 H3i1
ST, WIS 3119 ST S ... (EEH). .

M ygere Seh: WR, S gSI-gS! 971 BT 57 PRIIB T, ...(FIIF)... S 9Id T8l
PBI 2 ...(FAUM)... A S 91d Bl 7, ISHD] B [SGear 2l .. .(TILH). ..

STIcH IoTId $oTe: X, 3741 1 HaTd @ 8] galll ...(ae ). ..

2 SIFUTIRI: AT G, 3MqD] 1 FaTel B+ Dl Al & 3R 3779 i< FdTel I8
&l 2l ...(=@EM)...  No, | will not allow. ...(Interruptions)... Nothing is going on
record. ... (Interruptions)... A= H31 ST, 3179 sl STA1d <1 ... (Interruptions). ..
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et ot ora:

St STUTITA: AT GAT S, WISt 319 STa1d < .....(AIETH).. ..

fiaeht Yofta o1

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | will move to other question now.

Nt ygare <nsh: W, Jg BT YIS Bl UleaTd B They do not have trust on our

agencies. They do not have trust on our Army. They do not have trust on our
institutions. ... (Interruptions)...

SN STHTYTY: AT |3 S, 319 HaTol BT STATe 1 ... (FILH). ..

SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI: This is the situation. ...(Interruptions)... They are trying to
rely on a report ...(Interruptions)... U faeeht dven veh RUid <t 2 iR S RUIE &
I% I8 $edl & [P BRI Sl WaT 8, SHH] X1 SUINT 78] Il &l ...(ae™)... H
3T F 1 B8 |1, § RheRer & arg o8 w1 ... (au™). ..

o STAHTUT: @IS, A 53 ST . (FaeT). ..

SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI: Sir, | will complete. This is a very important question which
she has raised.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please complete.
SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI: On the question that she has raised, | have already told that
from each of the mines, on an average, we are utilizing almost 90 per cent of its

capacity.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

" Not recorded.
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SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI: Let me complete, Sir. ...(/nz‘errupz‘/ons)... Our production
will be 200 million tonnes, and next year it will be one billion tonnes.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI: Let me complete, Sir. During their time, the coal was totally
under the regime of scams ... (Interruptions)... During our regime, under the Prime
Minister Modi ji, | would like to assure this House ... (Interruptions)... | would like to
assure the House that from 2024-25, ...(Interruptions)... We will cut the import of
thermal coal. ...(Interruptions)... This is what | am going to assure to this House.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Krishan Lal Panwar; not present. Dr. Sasmit Patra.

DR. SASMIT PATRA: Thank you, Sir, for giving me this opportunity to ask a very
specific question on Odisha. | would first like to thank the hon. Minister that today
Odisha is one of the largest States which are producing most of the coal in the
country. Mahanadi Coalfields is also doing a tremendous job in Odisha. | would like to
know, in terms of Odisha, what are the specific plans and programmes that the hon.
Minister has in terms of maximising capacity, utilising capacity of coal in the State of
Odisha so that it becomes the largest coal bearing and coal-extraction State in the
Country.

SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI: Sir, | am thankful to hon. Member, Sasmit ji, because the
Odisha Government is cooperating as far as coal and other mining sectors are
concerned. We had a long discussion with the Odisha Government as far as mining in
general and coal mining is concerned. We received many suggestions from them.
After receiving those suggestions and having a lengthy discussion with them, we have
also changed in certain things and they have also changed in certain things on the
process in the State of Odisha. By that, the overall production, which was around 60-
65 million tons in 2014, has today reached almost 170 million tons. | would assure that
we are going to achieve the target of 200 million tons per year from the Mahanadi
Coalfields maximum in one-and-a-half years. This is the plan we have and the detail |
will share with you.

On royalty, | would like to tell this. Sir, during the previous regime, allotment
was given through a chit route means by a slip route. Now we are auctioning it. We
have the most transparent system of auction. U8 B & AT | ﬁl@ ISR
! Uallc i1 U1, I8 Jad] Ydl gl SHITTY I8 ¥hH 99 1 2l ...(FFe™)... 9%,
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It g Bl BT 8 P 89 eIRe Ried d TR X B ©, sauRe Rived |
3T BT & DHRU T Pl WY d¢ 8l 7, O e TIF &l BT B
(FAYM)... T P I 81 & BRI 39 @l bl dhollb 8l Xel §, Rlfh qRd
MAMR BT &I ...(TIEM). .

SHRI NEERAJ DANGI: Sir, through you, | would like to know this from the hon.
Minister of Coal. Nearly 90 per cent of the proposed coal projects in terms of capacity
will be located in the high-risk water zones which will worsen water shortage in the
region. What steps will the Government take to mitigate the potential water crisis due
to new coal projects in these regions?

SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI: Sir, | may kindly be allowed to speak in detail. The
Environmental Impact Assessment and the EMP are prepared for each project based
on the project specific terms of reference recommended by the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change which requires a detailed hydrology and
hydrogeology impact assessment and management plan based on which EC is
granted. Subsidiaries of the CIL are in the process of obtaining No Objection
Certificate for abstraction of ground water for each of the project from the Central
Ground Water Authority, Ministry of Water Resources of the Government of India.
Advance payment of fee is ensured for each project for abstraction of ground water.
Clearance is granted based on the detailed hydrological report and ground water. ©H

ST I 99 B ©, 396 A1 af A1 415 B b g18 Sl I HbordT &, 89 98 Ui
AT & oY & gt el o1 H W3S Yl DT WSS ol §l The objective of the CIL

is to attempt maximum utilization of the mine water discharged for the community

use. In 2021 and 2022, out of the total 6,440 LCu.m. average mine water discharge,
2,591 LCu.m. of mine water was utilized for own use and 2,826 LCu.m. water was
utilized for the community supply, which means some is potable, some is for irrigation
and some is for plantation. The entire water is used. Also, plantation is being done.
We are taking permission from all the concerned authorities so that there will be no
impact on water in the concerned area.

gt WRIST 90 SUFHIART FEIed, H A1 FAT Sfl A S0 28l g b biaredl
Gl $1 S gRETe 81 8, Sl 93l § WU 8, S9 I8l § &g TWAR &
BRI BIT &1 TSI WIBR RT3 ATHINAT IR IAHA IR IR ST STAT STl
gl IS99 9BR ¥ B H 3lad bl & [y SR °cshA 8l 8l ©
. (TIYT)....
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7t JuHTafr: il FaTel ol

gt RIS IUSy: HEIG Y, H ga1 ST 9Tl § (o BRIIe H 374l DIIell Wai
DI DR ST GeATDH gicd g7l 8, ...(&aeH)... [THd! ddx [quell g1 IR-9r
Sefd 8ld & ...(aaum)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please be brief.

gt WIS 9o § A 3 Sfl | ST @l § 6 ok WaTl Bl il
Iy RET8? . (aum)...

A ugene SRl R, S99 Sl B SER-SUR A IR Al Bkl 81 S e H UhT

BIdT 8, o IRT IRPR 99 W Zl...(STIL™)...

o SUQUTIF: AT A1 ST, MY 974 2f Rbrs R S V8! 2l

it ugee SEN: R, STl 9 9 U BRcie 1l B, R ORGR SS9 R A& |
HTIATE! BRIl &1 3HD A1 B H I8 Pl dredl § [P Sl SHRT NS & A1
DIIAT TSR AT, 3T b DRI HRT Clc ol USRI was sufficient for 50 per cent of
the requirement. Now, because we have completely stopped, the scam regime has
been completely stopped, dg Tha Ro¥ 4 89 & BRUT 89 ;;iHLNC Rrea 9
AT BN 3NN SFH UTSdT oIl Dl AT B I B Sl 7S &, TAoil 3R BRIl
P RFERRHT B OxT P SIT 2 & This is the Narendra Modi Government which

believes in transparency. ...(/nterrupt/ons)... We believe in that and we are

committed to that.

o} STHIf: FvIT FaR 125.
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