GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 172
TO BE ANSWERED ON 22.12.2022

Proposed amendments to the Environment Protection Act

172. SHRIBINOY VISWAM:

Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government intends to bring an amendment to the Environment Protection Act,

1986 for decriminalisation of environmental offences after receiving comments for the
same;

(b) whether Government has taken cognizance of various civil society organizations and

environment groups objecting to the said amendments along with the details of such
objections; and

(c) rationale for the proposed amendment in light of the growing criminalisation of
environmental offences across the world?

ANSWER
MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

(SHRI BHUPENDER YADAY)

(a) to (c): A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a) TO (¢c) OF THE RAJYA
SABHA STARRED QUESTION NO. 172 RAISED BY SHRI BINOY VISWAM
REGARDING PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION
ACT DUE FOR REPLY ON 22.12.2022.

*hk

(a) and (b)The Government intends to bring an amendment to the Environment Protection Act,
1986 for decriminalisation of environmental offences. Comments from the general public and
State/ Union Territory Governments were sought through Public Notice published on website of
Ministry and in 61 newspapers Pan-India. A total of 73 comments/ suggestions were received
which were duly examined and incorporated, as deemed fit, in the final bill.

(c) The provisions under EPA, 1986 are proposed to be decriminalized with heavier penalties in
order to encourage self-regulation in law abiding citizens and entrepreneurs on the one hand and
imposition of heavier penalties coupled with provisions of Indian Penal Code (IPC) 1860 to act
as deterrent for violators on the other hand. The proposed amendment is also intended to save
law abiding citizens/ entrepreneurs from undue harassment in case of minor non-compliances
which would have otherwise resulted in filing of court cases.
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TATEROT, g1 AR SFerary aRader #Ares
IS G301
arifed e . *172
22.12.2022 F 3cX & AT

qTaoT WIETOT FfRfAEH # yrarda g
*172. & faT fEaw
T ffaeor, @ R Ferary Rada @ aE awe B g e

(®) T WHR TR IRret @ Roqul gred e & a1g 3o e H A F ae
@ & TIT gITaRoT TR&T0T 3fafags, 1986 & T o & faaR @ §;

(@) FI WHR o 3Fd TAMYAT R AU ST arel e aeRe gaer deorear 3R
ATaOT WHGT A Gl forar § 3 U 3afat o <@y @ g 3R

@)  faeg R FH yITRoT HeE ARrET Hr AWy Hr o 7 nfAa fFr I F oded
HTHGT & 3Tl & gEdiiad dMesT & e a1 g2
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*qafaeer WET FRARATA H graad @My F ¥9U # A e Reaw @R e
22.12.2022 # 3 & AT qF AT VST WHT ARIFT WeeT H. 172 & HWr (F) & (M) &
ek # 3feaf@a Ravor

(F) 3R (@) : TWHR JITROT el 3IRe & 3O & Jof @ ged & v gatawor
(@eor) JfafAwd, 1986 H TMYST =T R &l AH AT IR I5T/TY I5T & Hr
WHRT § FAAGT A dease W IR 3WT IRAT TR W 61 FFRR 939 H gaiid
Hrasifaes Faar & AegH ¥ Rodfar And g oOf 73 %CQW/WW??}I, fSreTehr
afaa s 6 8 3R Sar 3faa F@esw =, ifae oo 7 anfde fomar am=m)

(@1 : SITERT (@) JfufaeH, (Ww) 1986 # Ifeaf@d yauE! & 4l JAE & @y
Y HT AT @ g FHT GHAT § dlih Teh 3N el &l Ulolel hisl dlel ARTReI T
3cafAdl A Fo-RfFga & fav dicafed fFar o @& 3R qad 30X 3edud & ardl &
foT fars 33U & &0 7 Jl FHET o 3R HRAT &5 dfgar () 1860 &
I T P Fleh HRATS T ST Heh| FEATIAT FAMUT F 366eT BIC-AIE IR-3dTele &
AH H Flefel HT Uleled Fel dlel APRDYICIALT Pl 3 WA & §ar=r ot g,
St T 3rgur =araTer s # HeawcAT g el US|
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#t ger R g1ea . 99l Jeiey, | A A3 S A ST grear § 6w
RBR 1 g9 [GHRT, a9 (R, AR a9 AREUT 1S & SITHALT ALRAT &b AIegH
Tl b AREYT, FTHYM AR B & ol e 37eg" R TG Bly DRIATST]
FeiRa o1 272 A< &, 91 IFHT1 Yol faaror R 8?2

£t It AR A : HBIGY, TSR 1 g7 GYR] HRETT & AfATIH BT 98
IRIBT I 7T fhaT 81 S efediv I 19 799 & IR § A1 9 ¥ $ET 2
qITaRoT et ST BHRT e B, fI2iTdx a9 1986 H TURTE, g -3TIRTE} BT Ioft 7
g & o1y, S®] H R [hal ATV, T8 TAR U HAT A5 AlGl Sil B AIfd &l
g {5 89 00 gragm™ &, e & &1 iR S &l 37+ Sed Bl § Aheld]
et AYT-1Y 39 UBR DI BIST W T H ST6] efed A & oIy T 3w
STl Ao B S U9 &, SHd] T B & fol¥ 9 Nl 7 39 R 9gd g3+
frar & 3R S gy & MYR WX UITaR0 Hael, a8 STl & aR H 8, 3
TITIRU] Hhe &b IR H &I, I UGHUT & dR H &1 AT STl GUUl & HaeT | &I, 39 41
UR & eI gl 2

SHRI JAWHAR SIRCAR: When you cannot protect the environment and have been..
MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Member, ask your question.

SHRI JAWHAR SIRCAR: Sir, my question is that instead of protecting the
Environment Protection Act and other concomitant Acts on the environment, why are
you diluting the provisions and decriminalising”? Why are you converting a criminal act
into a negotiable instrument ?

it It PR =i : WBISY, AT AR F Sl 99 61 8, H g arsdr g b
A IMRTY Bl g9 & oIy 7T&l, Ifed 899 S8 & UTaeT™ HI B! ITfd T Bl
STE1 B ¥ ¥ Sfel WSl SII<T o1, SHH Ugell b g (bl & fb &4 T JelTs Bl
Fife faar o1 3R IFH &H AN A ST A GITd AT T 3R IAD 91 IAMHIND
Jedrse IR Y 39! TGT AT AT SHG 916 <fHh JHER Y31 § 73 feufor ok
GSITE AT 9 3R B9 ARN 1 I Gerai b1 YR Ov8 W A (har| s9RY S aear
gRIRART B, 98 ST 26 &RTU &, $9 26 gRIEI AR IR egqrai § fauiivrag g, SaH
fIRIYBR €RT 15 H S BIRATS DI 1 X8l &, SHD AR AURTE] Bl Uh q¥ B! afey
& oI BRI B A1 <1 ST Al 7, TaD! Ui A1dd dF 911 ST Idhdl &1 89
qg AR 7 g iy fhar 2, I8 gARI GRBR &1 g9 & fb U aRg qcb Dl SJHIAT
ST STT el 8 3R ST &l Sfed fohar ST Idhdl 81 add= | o) I8 Jraer 2|
ITH I famardr gt 8, a1 Sooigd &R+ WR 89 Ufdfes Ui 89k S0 Th &l
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AT I 8 3R AfS 9l &1 TR A e a¥ &1 3Fafd) & 918 |l Secia SR
BT 8, Al ITIRTE Dl BRI Bl oIl &f ST, R ety 91d a9 d& geTs Sl
FHd! & - T8 o IR H 21 89 AN SHDI ST R AR GRI aRE A 39 [
& AR TR, Wb WYl & AR R TR JIRAT & (7Y, HRERT HI 9196 ¢,
T AT R AT SITQ, 1986 & Uae H| $51 3T g5 11 [d5T14 o foTg gHe! qaor
BT AR ARBR BT YA I ¥8T B

SNt faora ate R 9w - 9wafa #8iey, § nue A1eg| | 999 |53 off 9 I8
ST T8 § fob aciHT qaiaR ol g, 1986 & el §Y UAHISIR &3 & fora
TAICR B3 IR SIS B, ITch BRUT JFSVUTIS dlex YRT IS Bl T, &l AR
a1 4T oI 121 BT 21 319 37T §Hd UG § HRI A Bl S BT HH PR I8
g, 3TIRTY &I ot | 18R B BT HTH A B I8 &1 317 SHIsAT 9 $d 9 @i
RIT 31T 3P Heel H Pls fdbed o« BT B B ?

21 JfRat AR = FHIURT ABIGY, S8l O S &l a1 &, 1 H SdrH1 sl g
o ST g1 781 ST X811 B9 1 3iR 3ffdes AT oW1 38 &1 1986 BT Sil YT
A &, S I ©U ¥ Sl SSTHd g 2, 39 IR & TR ST o o
T2 T - M & rarar IR ST ol g §1 H Sua STMeRt & fog aam
aredl § b gRT 15 & T8d AT &8 | Sl S a1 11 8, IHH U o |
dQTHx UTd T fhaT 717 8 3R 39% AT -1 Uiifed Ui 89TR I 9gThR ISP
e 50 SR BR X &1 STed BT Sl DI 8, H1RT 15 P q8d, D] A A [T
21 39H €S & UTGYTH DI g9 a1 & 3R fI9IY aeaedhdr U IR 89 ISP RIolih
SITURTIED GehaaT HI T BRI

MR. CHAIRMAN: Q. No. 173. Shri Derek O'Brien; not present. Dr. Anbumani
Ramadoss.

*173. [The questioner was absent. |
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