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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
(DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE)

RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 31
TO BE ANSWERED ON 09" DECEMBER, 2022

INDIA CHINA TRADE RELATIONSHIP
*31  SHRIDIGVIJAY A SINGH:
Will the Minister of COMMERCE & INDUSTRY be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that China is India’s largest trade partner;

(b) the value of goods traded with China, including details of imports and exports, year-wise
from Financial Year 2019 till date;

(c) the details of India’s trade deficit with China, year-wise from Financial Year 2019 till
date;

(d) the reasons for India’s increasing reliance on Chinese imports for capital goods and
Intermediate goods; and

(e) the reasons for India remaining dependent on Chinese imports for chemicals and
electronics despite PLI schemes for the same?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
(SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL)

(a) to (¢): A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a) to (e) OF RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 31 FOR ANSWER ON 09" DECEMBER, 2022
REGARDING “INDIA CHINA TRADE RELATIONSHIP”.

(a) No. The largest merchandise trading partner of India in 2021-22 was United States of
America.

(b) The merchandise exports from India to China have increased from USD 11.93 billion in
2014-15 to USD 21.26 billion in 2021-22, showing an increase of 78.2 % over the last six years.
The merchandise imports from China have increased from USD 60.41 billion in 2014-15 to USD
94.57 billion in 2021-22, showing an increase of 56.54 % over 2014-15. The growth in imports
from China in this period have declined compared to the period prior to 2014. Imports had
increased from USD 7.10 billion in 2004-05 to USD 51.03 billion in 2013-14 exhibiting increase
of 618%.

(c) The trade deficit with China since FY 2014-15 is as follows:
(Values in USD billion)

FY 2014- | 2015- | 2016- | 2017- | 2018- | 2019- | 2020- |2021- |2022-23
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 (Apr-
Oct) (P)
Export 11.93 | 9.01 10.17 | 1333 | 16.75 [16.61 |21.18 |21.26 8.77
Import 60.41 |61.70 | 61.28 | 7638 [7031 |65.26 |6521 |94.57 60.27
Total 72.34 |70.71 | 71.45 | 89.71 [87.06 |81.87 |86.39 [115.83 | 69.04
trade
Trade 48.48 |52.69 | 51.11 |63.05 [53.56 |48.65 |44.03 | 73.31 51.50
Deficit

(Source: DGCIS)
*(P) is for provisional

The trade deficit with China in 2004-05 was USD 1.48 billion, which increased to USD 36.21
billion in 2013-14, an increase of 2346%. Against this massive increase, the trade deficit with

China has since increased by only 100% to USD 73.31 billion in 2021-22.



(d) Most of the goods imported from China are capital goods, intermediate goods and raw
materials and are used for meeting the demand of fast expanding sectors like electronics, telecom
and power in India. The rise in import of electronic components, computer hardware and
peripherals, telephone components, etc. can be attributed to transforming of India into a digitally
empowered society and a knowledge economy. India’s dependence on imports in these

categories is largely due to the gap between domestic supply and demand.

(¢) The raw materials in form of Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs) and drug
formulations imported from China are used for making finished products (generic medicines)
which are also exported out of India. The electronic components such as mobile phone parts,
integrated circuits, video recording or reproducing apparatus etc are used for making finished
products (e.g. mobile handsets) which are also exported to other countries. The PLI schemes in
API/Bulk Drugs/Key Starting Materials and Large-Scale Electronics Manufacturing have been
launched by the Government recently and have started delivering results. The PLI schemes will
reduce dependency on imports and make India a competitive destination for drugs/electronics
manufacturing and create more domestic champions apart from giving boost to Atmanirbhar

Bharat.
The PLI schemes have started showing results and some examples are enumerated below:

i)PLI Scheme for Large Scale Electronics Manufacturing was notified on 1st April 2020 with
targeted segments being mobile phones and specified electronic components. The PLI Scheme
for Large Scale Electronics Manufacturing has attracted large investments from global and
domestic companies manufacturing mobile phones and specified electronic components. The
production as well as exports of mobile phones have increased. The imports of mobile handsets
have decreased from Rs 48,609 crore in FY 2014-15 to around Rs 11,209 crore in FY 2021-22
whereas the Mobile phone exports from India touched the USD 1 billion mark (over Z8,200
crore) for the first time ever in September 2022. In FY 2022-23, mobile phone exports have
increased more than USD 35 billion till October 2022 against USD 2.2 billion in 2021-22 during

the same period. PLI as an instrument has reduced India’s dependency on China.



ii)Under PLI for API, a total of 51 applicants have been approved with a committed investment of
Rs.4138.41 crore and expected employment generation of around 10,598 persons. Industry has
responded well and the actual investment up to September 2022 1s Rs.1707.37 crore

(ii1))  Under PLI Scheme for ‘Medical Devices’, total 21 applicants have been approved, with a

total committed investment of Rs. 1058.97 crore.

(iv)  Under PLI for Pharmaceuticals, 55 applications have been approved with total committed
expenditure of Rs.17,425 crore and actual investment up to September 2022 is Rs.15,164 crore

with 261 manufacturing location commissioned.

(v) Under PLI for Telecom and Networking Products, in order to facilitate Design-led
manufacturing for 5G products and to enhance the scope of the scheme, amendments were made
in the PLI Scheme Guidelines with effect from 01-04-2022. Approval has been granted to 42
companies, including 28 MSMEs, under the scheme, out of which 17 companies have applied for
additional incentive of 1% under design-led manufacturing criteria. These 42 companies have
committed investment of Rs. 4,115 crores over the scheme period. For Telecom and Networking
products, as on 30-09-2022, there is sale of Rs.14,735¢crores with export of Rs.8,063 Crores since
01-04-2021.

(vi)  Under PLI scheme for High efficiency Solar PV modules, under tranche 1 of scheme,
letter of awards has been issued to 3 successful bidders in Nov./Dec 2021 for setting up 8.737
GW capacity of fully integrated solar PV module manufacturing units which involve setting up
of manufacturing units for polysilicon, ingots-wafers, cells and modules. The manufacturing

capacity is scheduled for commissioning around end of 2024.

The PLI schemes have been rolled out and the manufacturing units are in the process of setting
up capacities. Good results are already visible in sectors like mobile phones, and we would see

positive developments in the other sectors in the recent times also.
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WA BIHRR TSI THT
aIoTed ud 39 FAET aiRra U |, 31*
arorsT YT

i 9 fHeR 2022 F 3o & 9= F R

T — T UOR &Y
*31. A elFasy [T .

Fa1 aiftrsa 3R U 3= 98 a9 A pur wLE R
(F) a1 T TF ¢ TF NT WRG 1 FaX T87 cArarien W ¥

(@) o ad 2019 & 3a g AT & WY W RAUR F 3149 3R BT F =iy
Hied a3l @1 Jed fordelr oT;

() forfrg ad 2019 @ 3T F AT & WU RFTw TT AU F WG F T AR W
J¥-aX I F=4 §;

(7) Gehora a&g3t 3R wecgadt awgat & foaw g & o9 ¥ 3mard W agd
foriar & aar wror ¥ 3
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'R D AR §69' F T F &ais 09 REaT 2022 ; s Ru s & v
TSTHHT dRIfhd U TE&AT 31 & M1 (F) ¥ (3.) & sx F soafea femon

(&) S a8 G 2021-22 F HRA H1 GG 7 qoIaE AR WG GYFH T
AR T

(@) ARG ¥ A & gugarg WA a§ 2014-15 F 11.93 Rfowa AT sfew @
geal du 2021-22 F 21.26 Tferer FANE sier @ 77 & Ew s = aut
78.2% 1 gig Uela g8 o @ uvyarg awgt @ AT a9 2014-15 F 60.41
faforaer iR sfer @ gt 9 2021-22 F 94.57 faforaa 3w dfr sfaw @1 = &,
S WX 2014-15 & okl F 56.54% A gig UeRd g1 3@ @y F &g ¥
Al F g 3 2014 ¥ gge @1 gig Ay Joen F A g ¥ a9 2004-05 F IR
7.10 Trferaar AT sor T agaT a¥ 2013-14 F 51.03 e 70 3o & o
T 5H 618% @1 i TElia g

(@M =T av 2014-15 A 3T TR AT F FIU AT FT AU O€T 5H ThR &

(g Taferae stadidh grer 3)

BT | 2014-15[ 2015- | 2016- | 2017- | 2018- | 2019- | 2020- | 2021-22 [ 2022-23
16 17 18 19 20 21 @3t
(3T)

ﬁzﬁa 11.93 0.01 10.17 13.33 16.75 16.61 21.18 21.26 8.77
ST 60.41 | 6170 |61.28 | 7638 | 7031 | 6526 |6521 |9457 60.27
W IR 72.34 70.71 71.45 89.71 87.06 81.87 86.39 115.83 69.04
TAUR EeT 48.48 52.69 51.11 63.05 53.56 48.65 44.03 73.31 51.50
«(HT)-HATTH (Fia: SETE)

AT & TY g 2004-05 F AUR °ET 1.48 Ao JuEs a1 A ggaR a9 2013-
14 3 36.21 Taforael JUUS ¥ 91, $H UGN FHA 2346 AT H & gS1 36 WA
gfe & gee F A F WY Fu ;e F hae 100 gfed # gfy gg S oad
2021-22 # 73.31 e guaer & a3

(@) o F FAfad AR AT GSeTd T, AT AR 3R wear aJrd
% 3R wa F soagiew, EOR AR Rerdh J% ol @ agd & A Fe @ g
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fTa3mg Tha o oRome eEre gF & fGar § 3R g5 sarer 9 fqw o §
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2014-15 F AaEd &5 AT FT JATT 48609 FUS FUT U HH ghY a9 a0 2021-22
I AT 11209 FUS FYV & TAT FTIRF W VA AABA Bl H AT Ugel ar
Rdax 2022 & o Rfema s sfar (8200 wUs ®uv A 3WF) @ T R=-
ay 2022-23 & AEET wF F FAG F @R 2022 dF 5 Ofema guwh A
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ferar aram| 3@ A sreoT U o AR RdaR 2022 @ aredfee foEer 1707.37
HUS FAT g AT



(iii) ATz Badw & for dwasmé TRF F HdAd FF 1058.97 FAF FUT &F
yfdag BT & WY Fo 21 3MAGH B T & T

(iv) WHETTgfesed & fom diuasng & siaeid §o 17425 @3 ®UT OO g A
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NTA3E THH H YF X g man ¥ AR Ao seEa sl dear i
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DR. SASMIT PATRA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir, for this opportunity. Firstly, |
would like to thank the hon. Minister for the efforts made in terms of reducing the
trade deficit between India and China in terms of trade actually happening. And, as
compared to 2013-14, as the hon. Minister has mentioned, the trade deficit has come
down in terms of percentage, though in absoclute terms, it is still high.

Sir, through you, | would like to know from the hon. Minister what steps the
Government is taking to reduce the trade deficit between India and China. And, how
the PLI measures and the schemes would really help in terms of reducing this trade
deficit? What is the expected forecast trade deficit in the next few years?

SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL: Hon. Chairman, Sir, | think, this is very, very important
guestion, but my esteemed colleague is possibly in other activities. So, we do not
have the privilege of having him here to put me the supplementary question. But, |
am grateful that Sasmitjihas highlighted this issue.

Sir, I will just take a minute to give a little perspective. India-China trade, if one
goes back 22 years, around 2000-01 was barely 2 billion dollars. It was only 2 billion
dollars in 2000-01. And, that position continued until 2002-03, when it increased, at
best, to about 5 billion dollars. At that time, the trade deficit was consistently just
about one billion dollars. So, if | look at 2000-01, it was just 661 million dollars; in
2001-02, it was one billion dollar; in 2002-03, it again reduced to 800 million dollars; in
2003-04, it was one billion dollars. And, this was the general trend in Indo-China
trade. | don’t know what happened after that. It is a matter for debate and research.
But, suddenly, after 2003-04, one billion dollar trade deficit, over the next ten years,
increased to 36 billion dollars. And, the entire country, in a way, became a large
market place, inviting sub-standard, opaguely-priced, non-transparent valued goods
into the country in a big measure, because of which our imports increased from 4
billion dollars in 2003-04 to 51 billion dollars in 2013-14. And, in a manner of
speaking, we opened ourselves to a large number of dependencies on China, which
we have suffered for years. As the economy grew and country prospered, we became
dependent on them even for the products, which at one point of time, were
India’s strength. For example, hon. Chairman, Sir, we used to export to the world the
active pharmaceutical ingredients (APls). We had plants in India that manufactured
high quality APIs. Sadly, we gave up that entire industry to China and landed up in a
situation that when | was discussing the RCEP at the RCEP Negotiations, and | was
attacking the Chinese side that why were they allowing such sub-standard goods and
how they were allowing low-priced goods because many a time we did not have any
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idea how they were making goods at a price even lower than the raw material cost in
India, he said, "Sir, your industry is dependent on us, if | don’t give you these two
billion or three billions of APls, your ten billion dollars pharma industry will collapse ', |
actually realised that we have, over ten-twelve years, lost India’s competitive strength
in very critical areas. And, that is why this Government focussed on Make in India
initiative. While, of course, with economic growth and prosperity that demand for
goods is increasing; and, we do not have sufficient capacity, as yet, in India to meet
this large demand for goods and services, a lot of capital goods industry got killed in
that ten-year period. Because of which, today, a lot of capital goods, electronic
goods, where we never promoted our industry, they all became dependent on
Chinese imports. ..(Interruptions )..

oft STERTH WY : W), 5 e H i TRy, F R 9N S vE 2!

SHRI  PIYUSH GOYAL: 1t is only the Modi Government  which
recognised..(Interruptions ..

oft STERTH YWY : W), TE R WITOETST
SHRIPIYUSH GOYAL: Sir, it is a very important subject. ..(Interruptions)..

sft STaRTH Y991 W), TF e TR B

SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL: My hon. friend, Jairam ji, appreciates the gravity of this
subject, and, | hope you are not holding a brief for somebody who is dumping goods
into India. It is important that the country recognises and realises how we have
become dependent on a country which has inimical interests and how this
Government has, through a number of initiatives today, focussed its attention on
promoting Make in India. We have introduced Production Linked Incentive schemes
wherein for semi-conductors, we are giving Rs.76,000 crores, and for 24 other
sectors, we will be giving as Government of India, Rs.1.97 lakh crores as support to
Indian industry. For the first time, there is such a large measure of support at the
Central Government level to promote domestic manufacturing, make our
manufacturing competitive and start reducing imports of China. ...(/nferru,oz‘ions)...
| will just give one example, Sir. Mobile phones - India used to import almost 100 per
cent of mobile phones. We had only two plants doing mobile phones in this country.
..(Interruptions ).. Thanks to the PLI Scheme, today, we have over 200 companies
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in the mobile phone ecosystem. ..(/m‘erru,oz‘ions).. We are now not only preducing
for India but we are a large exporter of mobile phones also.

sft 9 dg T[T : ST Sff, U8 S URE ©, ST UGN & SUR &9 BT is not the
solution. SHRT AT & AT S 38 Joi9 0T, T8 I 2004-05 H THIIET one-and-a-
half billion dollars 21T, ST 3R 319 115 fafeTa SR 81 T 2|

st dieqy T : 8T R, T 8

SHRI PREM CHAND GUPTA: | am talking about total trade. And, the trade deficit is
$73 billion, which is the highest since last 20 years. In any case, | am not blaming. At
one point of time, IXT IRIT A TART =TS 91 &, TSI-TS 1 TAUHIST A8 Sfe! o,
a8l Wiie o] Qﬁ, and, China, thus, became a manufacturing hub for the world.
We are also dependent on Chinese products. What are we doing? You have

introduced the PLI Scheme, and, in some cases, it is successful also. In China, two
lakh people are employed by one factory. But, because of Covid restrictions and
other problems, like political issues, in China, etc., many multi-national
companies.....

MR. CHAIRMAN: Put your supplementary, please.

ot 99 Tig AT AT U € 6 TRER 39 IR § oo U W[ g1 o 1wt
AT AR R 89 I81 W SO A8l &, d NI AR[hFI R 59 81 T IOTHY

TR TET & Y| &) I forgemy, orgote, SeNT3r, goifdn anfe § ST 2 81 Why

can’t we bring them here?

it dg TRre : AT FTO AEISY, 99 d1 59 aTiadhdl Bl ToRSGTST T8l B
Tehdl, FAIPh U A2l Bl b Se fRfer= @1 Sfbfie 81 sFR &d fovmag 9 99
2014-15 ¥ 48 faforas &1 Sfpfie fctar 8, 91 SHP! ToRIISS 81 &Y Tahdl
. (AY)... § = 79 &I 91 61 PR 6T 5 IR AU S DI GHAT DI 81 TH DR
91, 1S9 BT &1 B A9 Wl hA | FHI AT 2 ... (AIHT)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Member, please sit down.

sft dw e : g3 T € 1 Sie ST TE)) ugHl €1 S Y o770 |l WRPR | 9
& ST 414 B
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STg1 9 91d & o 1 rafert ars1 | Yefihe BT 918 N8l &, I8 Th T
AT &, SARATgC Bls NIdlhe el Bdl 8, SaR-Igc hls BT 85 8! BT 2l
SR = Y T8t | @Xig 45 el {1 81 9+ Weae 917 Wrsae f4ofl & & e
I BN b Tdh ¥hof HHT] EFlTEﬁ, Steering Committee for Advancing Local Value-
Add and Exports. Tt &5 & SIRTT & 1 TeATE -H2T(ORT b ISS(ChTs [hdT T
& TT-oR1 Pive fSHgeaies & fdg & &iR fae 9uId o9 W wIRd &1 SeIF WS 81
HHT 21 3 f0E | e 5¢ I8 TiUaes WM fEoig @t 81 &5 f@ww g thefio
W Tt g9 21 Rafieet), seavede TR & s | AN & f7T e’ oRAT,
S % BN Y @I SIS B I8 51 oY HelliT 311 312l Iwrg St U 9gd
gfear Sfidsaes oI THIC TR &I Ui &1T 81 Ugell 91 §9 I97 § g7 g1
76 TR TxIe Rith Ue Haex & fory 81 89 T1Ed & & 9 SR WIRd &1 a9 <
T UHR | 9 3% g9 Ao 81 78ISy, §A TRE-TRE & W forg 1 af
MY T8, 1 § TP Hc &I ST & WHhdl 5, STH QX1 FITa STaX T I AT
SIf PR SIeT 3T dls-8% Bic-g< &F TR TUR! &I, SN & o |
STTT-3IH] STl § TR 7 &, gfcth @] femd fct fh 59 IR o 9| §oi
ST AT SHT-8H a8 2014 H 4 %1 gTerc # (et 97...(7a Bi 6el)... 9 D o
TERIFIT 3R TUIUH & &1eT H g9 U 1. (FFEH)... UH-Ud el Bl i -
HRd oot I8 R & 718 € 6 qor Y Ao gon € &R o fRfee satad 8, o
3R TR 3refergwer Ao/ 81 @l &, d AT e 391 § dUR fhg g 81 gad
&9 |g@! I Y81 ©l § sl g {5 9 T WRaRT iR $i WRBR, e
fireres gam J5 3it R A1 Sft & g H 297 1 ASId d1ehd a9 €, foea wie
T B

MR. CHAIRMAN: Before | call upon Dr. John Brittas, | would like to say, it is age-old
wisdom, 'brevity is the soul of wit." ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: It applies to the Leader of the House.

MR. CHAIRMAN: It applies to everyone, including me, and | would urge everyone, the
more homework we do, the brief we will be. ...(Interruptions)... One second. The
hon. Minister has been very focussed. So, don't take it that way. ...(Inferruptions)...
The points are well taken from all sides. | would now call upon Dr. John Brittas.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, you came to brevity only when it came to me.
...(/m‘erru,oﬁons)... Sir, the hon. Minister is very erudite, brilliant and a bit smart and
clever too. Sir, in his answer, in order to blame the UPA, he talked about the
percentage of increase, that is, say, 2,346 per cent increase has happened. He is
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from the financial sector. He conveniently picked up the percentage here, and he
forgot the quantum. Sir, Prem Guptaiji talked about 73 billion US dollars' trade deficit.
Sir, that is not the true picture. This year, the trade deficit is going to be all-time high.
It is going to touch 100 billion despite the so-called Atamnirbhar and incentive
scheme.

So my specific question, through you, is, this trade deficit cannot be dealt in
isolation. It is part of the ecosystem. The GDP results have come for the first half
year, and it says that there is a dip in the manufacturing sector. It means that we are
on the wrong path, and there is a Parliamentary Standing Committee Report in front
of him which talks about the so-called deficiencies which ...

AN HON. MEMBER: Question? ... (Interruptions )...
DR. JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, my guestion, he has to respond ...(/m‘erru,oz‘fons)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Come to the question.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, the Parliamentary Standing Committee talked about the
deficiencies, administrative and regulatory hurdles, inadequate and costly credit
facility. What is that he is going to do to improve the ecosystem and also to act on
the specific suggestions from the Standing Committee 7

SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL: Sir, in a way, the hon. Member has confirmed exactly what |
have said. The fact that India became so helpless and our manufacturing sector
became so weak that having inherited a 48.4 billion trade deficit in the first year itself,
we have, in fact, been able to really rein in the deficit and not allowed the run-away
increase that was allowed by the earlier Government.

Having said that, Sir, the fact that the current year trade deficit is going to be
high is a sign of growing economic activity also. The fact that our imports from China
largely emanate from intermediate products on which we process and add value for
further export or consumption in the country, the fact that we are importing a lot of
machinery shows that the country now has started investing and gross capital
formation in the country is increasing. The fact that we are increasingly consuming
more goods will give confidence to new investors to invest in manufacturing, which
Prem Guptaji just mentioned, so that there is more manufacturing domestically. So,
this is a cycle. Investors keep watching what the demand is, what the consumption
pattern is, and when they see demand, when they see consumption, they import
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capital goods, because unfortunately we have killed the capital goods industry in that
ten year period. We are now encouraging even manufacture of machinery. We are
seeing a revival of domestic indigenous start-ups, coming up with very good, bright
ideas to promote 'make-in-India’. On the other thing about cost competitiveness,
Sir, the Government has made a lot of efforts on the ease of doing business,
decriminalizing laws and reducing the logistics cost. PM Galishakti is a unique
initiative, unparalleled in the world, by which we can do smarter and timely
implementation of infrastructure projects and bring down logistics costs.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 32.
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