MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Question No. 107.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
DEPARTMENT OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS
RAJYA SABHA

STARRED QUESTION NO. 107
TO BE ANSWERED ON 16" DECEMBER, 2022

MERGER OF BBNL WITH BSNL

107 SHRI K.R. SURESH REDDY:

Will the Minister of Communications be pleased to state:
(a) whether Government is planning to merge Bharat Broadband Network Limited (BBNL)
with Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) to fast track its ambitious BharatNet project, which
aims to connect 6,00,000 villages with high speed internet;

(b) it o, the details thereof; and
(c) if not, the reasons therefor?
ANSWER
MINISTER OF RAILWAYS, COMMUNICATIONS &

ELECTRONICS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
(SHRI ASHWINI VAISHNAW)

(a)to (¢) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT TO BE LAID ON THE TABLE OF RAJYA SABHA IN RESPECT OF
PARTS (a) to (¢) OF RAJYA SABHA STARRED QUESTION NO. 107 FOR 16'™
DECEMBER, 2022 ON “MERGER OF BBNL WITH BSNL”.

(a)to (¢) The Union Cabinet in the meeting held on 27.07.2022 approved the merger of
Bharat Broadband Network Limited (BBNL) with Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) for
expediting the roll-out of BharatNet network across about 6 lakhs villages. BharatNet would
continue to be funded by Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF) and its infrastructure will
remain a National asset owned by USOF and accessible on a non-discriminatory basis to all
Service Providers. The merger of BBNL with BSNL will provide end-to-end connectivity
leading to better uptime and utilization of BharatNet.
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SHRI K. R. SURESH REDDY: Sir, the Minister's reply looks quite promising but the
agony is that BBNL, which has been constituted in 2012, even after spending almost Rs.
42,000 crores so far, has failed to fulfill its objective. My question to the hon. Minister is
now that you are trying to merge BSNL with BBNL, what is the Government's year-wise
schedule to ensure that all the six lakh villages in our country are covered by broadband ?
Sir, 'work from home" has become a new norm today, and, today, millions of youngsters
are working in remote villages. So, till broadband reaches them, it will remain a difficult
scenario. Since BBNL has been a failure, | want to know as to what are the steps that
the Minister is going to take. Please give us a year-wise schedule.

SHRI ASHWINI VAISHNAW: Hon. Deputy Chairman, Sir, | would like to correct the hon.
Member. BBNL is being merged with BSNL not because BBNL is a failure. It is because
...(Interruptions)...

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: It is his perception. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI ASHWINI VAISHNAW: It is a wrong statement, Sir. | would like to very clearly
place on record that BBNL did a very good work in expanding the network. Now, the
point is, between BSNL and BBNL, there was a little bit of friction. The bandwidth
comes from international bandwidth. That comes with BSNL. Beyond that, it was being
given to BBNL and then BBNL was giving it to the villages. In between, to reduce
whatever cost friction was there and to make sure that a very harmonized development
of broadband happens, both these crganizations have been merged, and the network
which was created by BBNL has been already handed over to BSNL. The results are
very good. The combined network of BSNL and BBNL today is adding more than one
lakh household connections every month. Now, imagine, Sir, in rural areas, more than
one lakh household connections every month providing good bandwidth, providing good
connectivity. Today, the data consumption in these connections is close to 120 GB per
month. So, this new model where we have taken the local village entrepreneurs onboard

16



and where we are making sure that the village economy grows using the infrastructure
which is being provided, | think, this model is very good. It is progressing very rapidly,
and | am sure, in coming months, hon. Member will see the results.

SHRI K.R. SURESH REDDY: | wish the hon. Minister very best in his endeavour. But
what we see on the field looks a little different. For example, now the entire country, in
the private sector of telecom, is on §G, whereas your BSNL is still under 3G. So, this is
a case of worry where most of the connections are very limited in BSNL. So, my
question is regarding something very important. The call drops has been an area of
concern. None other than the Prime Minister has said, '37% ey @t U BicT §'=I"T BIT
2, O 99 @I § Yo BUAT AT HRAT A1fey’ - I8 91 JuTE #At St ¥ uTe 9id 9ge
CHE S0, these are the areas of concern. The Minister is doing his best. | wish him all
the best. But the point is...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Put your question, please.

SHRI K.R. SURESH REDDY: The question is: When will BSNL come up from 3G to 5G ?7
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DR. AMEE YAJNIK: Sir, | have looked at the reply given by the hon. Minister. Further
objectives are very laudable. | would like to ask one question only. The principle of asset
monetisation seems to have failed. Have you looked into the failures why asset
monetisation of the BBNL could not be done? Now it has been merged with the BSNL
by a Cabinet meeting in July 2022. | would just like to ask this. Only 77,000 villages have
been given this facility. Wil all the six lakh vilages be connected, and in what
timeframe?
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SHRIMATI S. PHANGNON KONYAK: Sir, the North-East, with its difficult and
challenging terrain and settlements and habitations being in far-flung areas, faces
communication problem. Will the North-East be covered under the Bharat Net Project,
and tentatively when?
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SHRI ASHWINI VAISHNAW: Sir, it is an excellent gquestion. Hon. Prime Minister's
commitment towards providing excellent connectivity 1o the North-East has been
demonstrated through multiple projects. First, a project worth about Rs.800 crore was
taken up for providing connectivity along the highways. Recently, for the entire North-
Eastern villages, which are uncovered so far, a complete 4G saturation package has
been approved. This package is worth Rs.26,000 crore. This entire package is going to
cover close to 24,000-25,000 villages which were yet to get complete, adequate 4G
coverage. Infact, States like Odisha which has a significant part of the State uncovered,
North-Eastern part, parts of Himachal, parts of Jammu and Kashmir, and all the far-
flung areas are getting covered under the saturation programme and it is progressing
very well.

SHRIMATI RAJANI ASHOKRAQO PATIL: Sir, through you, | would like to know this from
the hon. Minister. Why didn't the Government give 4G to the BSNL, and by when will
you give 5G7?
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please address the Chair.
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