[ 8 February, 2023 ]

Need for upgradation of AIR Kokrajhar at par with AIR Guwahati and establishment of a
branch of news unit for broadcast of news in the Bodo language under Regional News
Unit (RNU), AIR Guwabhati

SHRI RWNGWRA NARZARY (Assam): Sir, the All India Radio, Kokrajhar, commissioned
on 15" August, 1999, with Bodo as the link language is the only programme-originating
station of lower Assam situated at Kokrajhar, capital of the Bodoland Territorial Region.
Since then, this station has been continuing to produce and broadcast programmes in
various formats in Bodo, Assamese and other dialects. The main purpose for
establishment of this station was to bring upliftment of the vibrant culture of the Bodos
and other communities and impart educative and informative knowledge to the people
inhabited in its jurisdiction. Bodo is one of the 22 languages included in the Eighth
Schedule of the Indian Constitution and Associate Official Language of Assam and a
widely-spoken language, particularly in the Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR).

So, for giving due respect and importance to the Bodo language and progress of
cultures and literatures of all sections of the communities within its jurisdiction, it is quite
desirable to upgrade the AIR, Kokrajhar, at par with capital stations. As the Bodo
language is widely spoken language within the jurisdiction of AIR, Kokrajhar, it will be
very beneficial for the listeners, if a branch of the news unit is established under the
Regional News Unit (RNU), AIR, Guwahati, for broadcast of news items in Bodo. This
will help the Bodo-knowing people in better understanding of circulated information and
news items.

So, | urge upon the Minister of Information and Broadcasting to take measures for
upgradation of AIR, Kokrajhar, at par with AIR, Guwahati, and establishment of a branch
of News Unit at AIR, Kokrajhar.

DR. SANTANU SEN (West Bengal): Sir, | associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.

DR. SASMIT PATRA (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.
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[RAJYA SABHA]

SHRI ABIR RANJAN BISWAS (West Bengal): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

Need to extend the time period for Jal Jeevan Mission in Rajasthan upto 31° March,
2026
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31 3MIh ATH | YR WRGR I BT e g fh aa9™ 5o S {79 &1
BT 3rafer T 31 H7d, 2024 BT QT B 31 7, 2026 T {1 ST

DR. SASMIT PATRA (Odisha): Sir, | associate myself with the Special Mention made by
the hon. Member.

DR. SANTANU SEN (West Bengal): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.

SHRI ABIR RANJAN BISWAS (West Bengal): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.



