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employers in the country are Railways, Defence and Home Ministry, alone account for
7 lakh vacancies. During the current year, only 1.5 lakh appointments have been
made by the Central Government. Hon. Finance Minister Madam has said that rural
unemployment is declining that may be true but what about the urban unemployment
which reached almost 9 per cent in November, 2022. ...(Time Bell rings)...

In conclusion, | would like to say that, there is no doubt that Indian economy is
resilient. We have survived global recessions and a worldwide pandemic. With this,
we support the Supplementary Demands for Grants. Thank you very much, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Message from Lok Sabha; Secretary-General.

MESSAGE FROM LOK SABHA
The Maritime Anti-Piracy Bill, 2022

SECRETARY-GENERAL: Sir, | have to report to the House the following message
received from the Lok Sabha, signed by the Secretary-General of the Lok Sabha.
"In accordance with the provisions of Rule 96 of the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha, | am directed to enclose the
Maritime Anti-Piracy Bill, 2022, as passed by Lok Sabha at its sitting held
on the 19" December, 2022."

Sir, | lay a copy of the Bill on the Table.

GOVERNMENT BILLS- Contd.

The Appropriation (No.5) Bill, 2022
&
The Appropriation (No.4) Bill, 2022
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Appropriation Bill, Demands for Grants and the Supplementary Demands.
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ST H 3 ATEgH F WRBR I e Bl § b Teel areraae! ke,
PPV&FR (Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers' Rights Authority) 3R GEAC
(Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee) 3TY-T BTH 3d | Eﬁ, ST dhedX H
YT ST HHTST Dl §

5.00 P.M.

SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA (Assam): Sir, | am standing here today to
support the Appropriation Bill submitted by hon. Finance Minister. Today, the world
economy is passing through a very critical time. Due to the Ukraine-Russia War and
Covid-19, the world economy is affected very badly. It is known to everybody.
Germany was one of the most developed countries of the world. But, today, the
German economy is under recession. Equally, the U.K. economy is in very bad
shape. Sir, everybody has spoken about China. During this period, the economic
growth of China also declined like anything. In this critical time, due to the strong
leadership of hon. Prime Minister, Indian economic growth is projected near about
seven per cent by the International Monetary Fund. This is a very good job in this
critical time.We must admit. We must compliment our Government. Sir, our
Government, under the leadership of Narendra Modiji, is a farmer-friendly
Government, which is reflected today totally in the Appropriation Bill. In the
Appropriation Bill, a major chunk of money is going to be spent for fertilizers.In
addition, not only fertilisers, a major portion of money from this Appropriation Bill is
going to be spent for the subsidy to fertilisers. It means this Government is totally
farmer-friendly Government and the Government does not like to impose more
burden on farmers. Only for that reason, the subsidy to farmers is increasing like
anything. Sir, here many speakers spoke about China including former Finance
Minister, Chidambaram;i who also expressed, questioning about relation between
India and China and the capacity of India to fight with China. | am from the North-
Eastern Region.You cannot compare with China because we know what is happening
on the Indo-China Border. Sir, don’t compare India with China of 1960, Sir, because
this is not Congress Government. Now, the Government is not led by Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, now the Government is led by Narendra Modiji. Sir, recently, it is
known to everybody, the matter was discussed many times in the House, that China
tried to encroach Indian land in Arunachal Pradesh. But, | salute Indian soldiers.
Indian soldiers fought very courageously with China and they defeated China and
China failed to capture our land. We must compliment our Government. Sir,
speaking something is very easy. When China's economy today is declining, at this
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time, the Indian economy is rising. In this critical time, in the Covid period and the
Russia-Ukraine War, due to the petroleum priceincreasein every part of the world, our
economic growth is projected at seven per cent. It is good, Sir. | would like to give
one small example. Today, China is crying. Yes, today, China is crying like anything
because less than 30 per cent people in China alone are vaccinated. Due to the less
numbers of vaccination, China has suffered and they are thinking about the death
risks of the Chinese people, and every part of China is now imposing lockdown. And,
there is revolt against the Chinese Government in every part of China. But, we should
salute our Government. When China failed to vaccinate the people, at that time, India
has vaccinated more than 220 crores people. Sir, almost all adult citizens in our
country are now vaccinated. This is the greatest achievement of our Government.

Sir, more capital expenditure is in our country’s interest.Our capital
expenditure is increasing. When the capital expenditure increases, automatically, the
money flow to the market is also going to be increased.

Sir, as new airports, new railway bridges and new connectivity are coming, the
job creation has already started. It will help to curb the unemployment situation in our
country. | would like to add here one more thing. Assam tea industry is a famous
industry. My colleague, Shri Pabitra Margherita, a few days back, raised the issue in
the House and said, ‘In the year 2023, Assam tea industry will complete 200 years.” |
would like to request the hon. Minister to encourage the tea industry; the Assam
Government too should spend more money, because Assam tea industry is playing
an important role by earning foreign exchange.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: Lastly, | would like to say that the connectivity
of ASEAN countries is the call of the hour. Then, automatically, the area’s industries
get a boost. With this, | support the Bills. Thank you, Sir.

# SUHTIRT: AT ST, I8 Rt 3f1ae! a1 & {1y & b 1 9al < b
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BEENEIERECENERS

Now, Abdul Wahabiji; he is not present. Now, Dr. Thambidurai.

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, thank you very
much for giving me an opportunity to speak on the supplementary Budget. The
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Government has sought an additional expenditure of Rs.4,35,938.87 crore. The
reason is, they are spending more on fertilizers and on others.

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA)in the Chair. ]

| am happy that the Vice-Chairman is presiding over the House. Certain things, in
what | am going to say, may make you uneasy; Sir, please bear with them. Thank
you.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): | am the Vice-Chairman now !

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: Sir, you know very well that we are discussing the
Supplementary Budget which the Central Government has sought additionally. The
Central Government under Shri Modi is spending more on fertilizer for farmers,
because the economy depends on the development of agriculture, education, health
and defence. These are the subjects which are more important. For that, agriculture
should be protected. As soon as Modiji took over, he started giving more importance
to the sector by giving more funds. This is felt necessary because of the Ukrainian
war. That is why, they have to give more funds on this. On the health sector also,
there is an increased demand because of the pandemic situation. Modiji took a lot of
efforts to allocate more funds to save the lives of Indians and became a model to the
world ! That way this Government has functioned.

You know very well, in the all-party meetings, we are always saying that the
price rise issue has to be discussed. This price rise has to be discussed now. When
we discuss the Budget, price rise is also one of the important factors. When the price
rise is there throughout India, it is not only the responsibility of the Central
Government; the State Governments also will have to do their part. It is important
because they are also a part of the game. For example, during Amma’s rule in our
State, as also in Mr. Edapadi’s period, prices were controlled. Now, they have
increased more. But, due to the present Government in Tamil Nadu, the prices there
have increased. ...(Interruption)...

SHRI N.R. ELANGO (Tamil Nadu): Sir, what is this? This is not the subject now.
...(Interruption)...

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: Regarding that... ... (Interruptions)...
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SHRIN. R. ELANGO? Sir, this is not relevant to this Bill. ...(Interruptions)...

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: Sir, for example, the tariff has increased for the electricity bill
and also property tax has doubled. The price rise is there. ...(/m‘errupz‘/ons)... Sir,
please protect me.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): Please speak on the Appropriation Bill.
...(Interruptions )...

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: It is a well known fact that electricity bill has increased in
Tamil Nadu and the property tax has increased. It is a well known fact.
...(Interruptions )...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): All of you please sit down.
...(Interruptions)... Dr. Thambidurai, don't rake up controversy. ... (Interruptions)...

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: Sir, welfare programmes are also important when we are
discussing about tariff. For example, Thallikku Thangam Scheme. It is giving of gold
for mangalsutra.That scheme was brought by our hon. Amma. That was also
implemented by Shri Edappadi K. Palaniswami. Now you are withdrawing that. We
don't know what happened to Amma Canteen. The poor people were getting food.
That is the scheme which was evolved by hon. Amma and was implemented by Shri
Edappadi K. Palaniswami . Where has it gone? That is why we are agitated by the
rise in prices. Regarding investment, ...(/m‘errupt/‘ons)... | am very sorry to say, Sir,
you have to protect me. Our former Finance Minister said, 'Investment is not coming
nowadays'. Investment is coming, but where? In alcohol industry it is coming. In
Tamil Nadu, wherever you see, drinking habit is more. The present Government is
running the same election manifesto. When are you going to close all the arrack
shops? What is happening now? ...(Interruptions)... Wherever you see, that
industry is flourishing. The State Government is allowing it and the poor are suffering
because wherever wine shops and bars are there, the poor people are suffering a lot.
Not only that, narcotics is more not only in Tamil Nadu, but the whole of India.
Wherever narcotics are prevailing it has to be controlled because our youth is going to
be affected. It is another way of saying, 'economy is affected.’ Therefore, we are
saying unemployment is there throughout India, and especially, in Tamil Nadu it is the
same situation. Graduates are not able to get employment. They are suffering a lot.



132

[RAJYA SABHA]

SHRI N. R. ELANGO: Sir, this is irrelevant.

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: Relevant or irrelevant, the Government can understand.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI N. R. ELANGO:: Sir, | have a point of order.

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: Sir, | am coming to another point.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): He is on a point of order.

SHRI N. R. ELANGO: Sir, Rule 110 says, "Scope of debate: The discussion on a
motion that the Bill be passed shall be confined to the submission of arguments either
in support of the Bill or for the rejection of the Bill." But whatever the hon. Member is
speaking is with respect to something connected with Tamil Nadu which is not
relevant to the Bill. "In making his speech a member shall not refer to the details of
the Bill further than is necessary for the purpose of his arguments which shall be of a
general character." | request the hon. Chair to expunge whatever he spoke before...
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): Please sit down.

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: Sir, | am coming to that...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): Please don't rake up controversies.
DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: Sir, | am going to complete. ...(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): You need not reply to him.

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: This is the Council of States. We are not just for the Central
Government; we have the right to speak for the State Government also.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): You address the Chair.

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: We are with cooperative federalism. Our Dravidian movement
is for cooperative federalism. Our Modiji is also supporting cooperative federalism.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): You address the Chair.

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: Therefore, when federalism is there in State Governments we
have to speak. Without that, how can | speak? Sir, | am coming to Tamil Nadu
project. For example, Trichy to Coimbatore... ... (/nterrupz‘/ons)... Sir, you are Mr.
Tiruchi Siva. You are from Trichy. Therefore, if Mr. Tiruchi Siva has to go to
Coimbatore, it means, you need good roads. Therefore, | have requested the
National Highways Authority to have a road from Karur to Coimbatore, an eight-lane
project. It is already an approved project and it has been extended to Tiruchirappalli
also. That is also approved by the National Highways Authority.

| am requesting the Government for this. You are presiding over the House.
You are Mr. Tiruchi Siva. | want that Mr. Tiruchi Siva go to Coimbatore easily. If that
road comes, we can reach within two hours; no need to go by air. And, Sir, at the
same time, textile industries in Tiruppur and Karur are suffering a lot. Sir, mosquito
net industry is famous in Karur. But, mosquito nets are being illegally brought from
Bangladesh to Karur. As a result, mosquito net industry in Karur is on the verge of
closure. Sir, same is the case with Tiruppur. Export is affecting because of cotton and
yarn.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): Please conclude.

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: Therefore, | am requesting the Central Government to
consider all my demands. | also request approval of Defence Corridor. Sir, we want
more allocation for Tamil Nadu. Sir, you know that Hosur is a big industrial centre
NOow.

Sir, hon. Railway Minister was sitting here just now. Jolarpettai to Bangalore
has to be connected via Krishnagiri and Hosur. | am also requesting for this. Tamil
Nadu has to be given more GST compensation. And, Sir, | request the Central
Government to release GST arrears to Tamil Nadu.

With these words, | support the Bills. Thank you.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): The discussion will continue
tomorrow. Now, we are taking up the Special Mentions. First, Shri Naresh Bansal.
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