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RISE OF CANCER CASES IN TAMIL NADU

270. SHRI NARANBHAI J. RATHWA:

Will the MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that according to latest study, researchers have found that cancer cases
particularly in Thoothukudi District in Tamil Nadu are likely to hit 15 lakh in 2025;
(b) if so, the complete details thereof;
(c) whether it is also a fact that treatment of cancer in the country is very expensive and it is beyond
the reach of common man; and
(d) if so, the details of steps Government has taken or proposes to take to provide cheap medical care
at affordable prices?

ANSWER
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE

(PROF. SATYA PAL SINGH BAGHEL)

(a) & (b): As per the “Cancer Incidence and Mortality (Year 2017), Incidence Trend (2012-17) &
Estimates (2018- 2021) for Tamil Nadu State” report, the estimated number of incidence of cancer
cases in Thoothukudi District of Tamil Nadu for the year 2021 is 1472.

(c) & (d): The Department of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India, provides technical and
financial support to the States/UTs under the National Programme for Prevention and Control of Non-
Communicable Diseases (NP-NCD), as part of National Health Mission (NHM), based on the
proposals received from the States/UTs and subject to the resource envelope. The programme focusses
on strengthening infrastructure, human resource development, health promotion & awareness
generation for prevention, early diagnosis, management and referral to an appropriate level of
healthcare facility for treatment of the Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) including cancer. For
activities upto district level and below, States are given financial assistance under NHM in the ratio of
60:40 (90:10 in case of NE and hilly States). Under NP-NCD, 743 District NCD Clinics, 355 District
Day Care Centres, and 6237 Community Health Center NCD Clinics have been setup.
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Patients with Cancer are getting treatment at various health facilities in the health care delivery system
including District Hospitals, Medical Colleges, Central Institutes like AIIMS and private sector
hospitals. The treatment provided in Government Hospitals is either free or subsidized.

The Central Government implements Strengthening of Tertiary Care Cancer Facilities Scheme. 19
State Cancer Institutes (SCIs) and 20 Tertiary Care Cancer Centres (TCCCs) have been approved
under the said scheme. The funding for 10 institutes has been completed.

National Cancer Institute at Jhajjar (Haryana) and second campus of Chittaranjan National Cancer
Institute, Kolkata have also been set up. All new AIIMS and 13 upgraded existing Government
Medical Colleges/Institutions under Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojna (PMSSY) also focus on
treatment of cancer.

Under Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY), health insurance cover of Rs. 5 lakhs per family
per year for secondary or tertiary care hospitalization to over 60 Crores beneficiaries is provided. The
treatment packages under AB-PMJAY are very comprehensive covering various treatment related
aspects such as drugs and diagnostic services.

Financial assistance is provided to poor patients belonging to families living below poverty line,
suffering from major life-threatening diseases including cancer under Umbrella scheme of Rashtriya
Arogya Nidhi (RAN) and Health Minister’s Discretionary Grant (HMDG). Financial assistance upto a
maximum of Rs. 1,25,000/- is provided under HMDG to defray a part of the treatment cost and the
maximum financial assistance provided under the Umbrella Scheme of RAN is Rs. 15 lakhs.

Quality generic medicines are made available at affordable prices to all, under Pradhan Mantri
Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) in collaboration with the State Governments. Affordable
Medicines and Reliable Implants for Treatment (AMRIT) Pharmacy stores have been set up in some
hospitals/institutions, with an objective to make available Cancer drugs at a substantial discount vis-à-
vis the Maximum Retail Price.
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