GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF PANCHAYATI RAJ
RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 32
ANSWERED ON-06.12.2023
Reservation of seats for women in PRI
32. Shri Ryaga Krishnaiah:
Will the Minister of PANCHAYATI RAJ be pleased to state:

(a) the percentage of Panchayati Raj seats reserved for women which are vacant, in States with
50% reservation for women, for the fiscal 2019 to 2022, State-wise;

(b) the number of Elected OBC Women Representatives in the PRI from 2019 to 2022;

(c) whether there has been a dip in the number of Elected Women Representatives in PRISs,
post-COVID;

(d) if so, details thereof, State-wise; and

(e) whether Government has taken any steps apart from 1/3 reservation of seats to improve
participation of women in PRIs, and to address the issue of token representation, if so, details
thereof and if not, reasons therefor?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF PANCHAYATI RAJ
(SHRI GIRIRAJ SINGH)

(a) to (e) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO RAJYA SABHA STARRED
QUESTION NO. 32 ANSWERED ON 06.12.2023 REGARDING “RESERVATION OF
SEATS FOR WOMEN IN PRI”.

(a) to (d) Article 243D of the Constitution of India provides not less than one-third reservation
for women in Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs). However, 21 States and 2 Union Territories
have gone even further and have made provisions, in their respective State Panchayati Raj
Acts/Rules, for 50% reservation for women in PRIs. Reservation for women in PRIs is to be
provided through the respective State Panchayati Raj Acts. Since this subject is in the purview
of States, details in respect of PRIs like percentage of seats vacant or caste-based data of elected
representatives or any analysis of dip in the number of elected women representatives post-
COVID, are not maintained by the Ministry of Panchayati Raj.

Further, as the percentage of women representatives in Panchayats is constitutionally and
statutorily determined, there seems to be no reason for any kind of reduction in the number of
elected women representatives in PRIs, post-COVID.

(e) Government has been encouraging increased involvement of women in the functioning of
Panchayats through active participation in the Gram Sabha meetings for preparation of Gram
Panchayat Development Plans and various schemes being implemented by the Panchayats.
This Ministry has issued advisories to States to facilitate holding of separate Ward Sabha and
Mahila Sabha meetings prior to Gram Sabha meetings. Advisories have also been issued to
States for enhancing the presence and participation of women in Gram Sabha and Panchayat
meetings, allocation of Panchayat funds for women centric activities, combating the evil of
women trafficking, female foeticide, child marriage etc.
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HRA TR
gy s FHATT
IsT TT
dRifRd e H. 32
fedrr 06.12.2023 I A

IS F Afgensit F Qv del 1 3maqor
32. it IRpeN ol
T G} T HAT Fg Tl I HUT a1 o

() farefr o 2019 & 2022 & forw ARem3t &g 50 wfderd 3REmr arer Tt #,
Afgemit & fav 3RfEaT daad Ter Ot # @ Tsg-ar fhaa gfaea @i R &

(@) a¥ 2019 & 2022 do MRS H AT 3T Ros gt fr afger sfafafeay
Fr gear fraar §;

@) a1 Ffgs F gearg MRS & Fafa @ arel #ger st fr gear
# fRrae s §;

(&) I g1, O dcaat Tsg-ar kT Fr §; 3R
(3) FT TSR o NHRIE A ARG & omefigilr 7 GurR el 3R Fiskfdw

sfafaftica & Had &1 FAM e g 1/3 el & 3RE0T & HfARed HIS FHeA
3orT §, afg g, ar deaed sair Far § 3R afe 7, ar sus Far SRt §?

3T
JarIdr el HAT
(& TIRTe &)

(&) T (3) fAaROT "ot & Yoo W @ fear = g
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‘N3 A Afgenstt F v el &1 3Rewor F Faw # A 06-12-2023 FHr
3T TST WHT dRIfFd 9o &. 32 & 3R & "efia f[avorn

(@) & (F) AR & HIAUT HT HeJede 2436, Targar AsT HEABT 7 ARG &
T &7 & FF tH-[AgS 3IRETUT UeIT AT g1 gTalieh, 21 TsT 3R 2 d@g I3-
& 3ad o 3T §g v § AR HIA-3US U5 AR Ao fRfagAl/Agar J
T IST EEATAT F ARl & T 50% 3RET0T &7 Uraen= fhar g1 garad
TS T3 # Afge3it & folv 3Retor, efad T daaar o7 3fafagdt &
ATEIH F e [ Se 81 i I8 f[avT T0F & gy # §, J=racdl el FEmsit
& =R o & Raa At & gfaea ar Fatfa sfaRfeat & sfa-maia e
a7 Fifds & geard Aafad Afger gfaafRe & dwar J§ fRae # 1 15 Ao,
T YG-TWIT TAIAT ST HATST SaRT el [l ST &

3 erdl, Fdifeh gargar d Afgem gfafafar & gfdea adufaes ik dufas
W O AuiRa g, safav :ifds & a1 Jaadr U9 aeunsi & G afger
gt fr dear #F fFd s g Hr TRae &1 FS FRT gdid 7EF @

(3) TR TH Yaad a3t 3R dadr garr sfifead & ST I@r
faffeeT A3 Fr AT & OT I Tom fT dodt A Tfrg delieRYy & Aegs
O JarIal & FHGT Jd ARt i gedt smeiclr & WicaRd #T B &1 39
AR o ATH AT SoT T Ugel T9-37e19T a5 g 3R Afger om fir doh
AT e T Fiatm &4 & AT Todl B WHARGT TR &7 a8 g1 AH T
3R Jarad ot J Afgansit Fr sufeufa 3R i’y see, Afger oiga afafafeat
& fow gemad A 7 rdes ae, AR H TERY, Fear T g, oo faarg
3e ST & T T & fAT o TAt A WARNRT S dr 7 Bl

* % % % ¥
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SHRI RYAGA KRISHNAIAH: Respected Chairman, Sir, now the Supreme Court of
India has given a judgement that SC/ST/OBC reservation should not cross the limit of
50 per cent. In response to this judgement, in almost all States, the OBC reservation
was decreased from 34 to 18 to 20 per cent. But the Central Government has not
taken any steps to increase the reservation as per the population of the OBCs. The
Andhra Pradesh and the Telangana Government also lowered the reservation from 34
per cent to 22 per cent on the basis of the Supreme Court judgement. But, the
Andhra Pradesh Government has given an additional 20 per cent on behalf of the
Party. But, no other State in India has increased the reservation on behalf of their
parties. The only permanent answer to this matter is this. There is a need to amend
the Constitution to provide population-based reservation. At the time of 739 and 74"
Amendments to the Constitution, some States, particularly, Uttaranchal, Jharkhand
and Chhattisgarh were not having OBC list. Now, all the States are having the OBC
list. So, | request the Government to amend the Constitution and provide the OBC
reservation on the basis of population in local body elections.

it B ARR UIciel . Tl Aeiey, AiAe™ & eq 243(H) & d8d AREU
foar T 81 Uah-fIBTS | Y 31ReTT 9 8, $9H VT UTae §, offdhe 21 37 U 8,
e oot forar & foh S8iF 50 Uferd d@ STReToT &l 31T 81 STHEIT Jag A
GFAET § HeNe B ANERAT BT RET0 9817 &6 IR H Hel gl fhoraTel 39 HATe
P ATH F 9 dNE BT bls W) &g 9N fogwre= 7 21

MR. CHAIRMAN: Second supplementary; hon. Member.

SHRI RYAGA KRISHNAIAH: Sir, there is a ceiling or cap for educational and
employment reservation. It is purely political reservation. Why is the Government not
taking any steps for population-based reservation in local body elections? There is no
political reservation....

MR. CHAIRMAN: You have made your point. Hon. Minister.

it Bfter ARR UIler - UM A8y, ARl I 50 HfTd &7 TRE 8 3R
ST & dEd SN Bl fhaar smReror fiet, T ./T4.E. &l fhaHr emReror fiyer,
ST SHBT UG &1 T A 9a 7 UBT 2 3R 359G IR H 4 ysel Hl hal 8
o T Pl W) IRAITT WRBR b AR 81 2

MR. CHAIRMAN: Third supplementary; Mr. P. Wilson.
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SHRI P. WILSON: Mr.Chairman, Sir, so far as OBC reservations in local bodies are
concerned, the Supreme Court says, ‘Unless you have an empirical data, you can’t
give reservation.” Is it not against Constitution? What steps have you taken to see
that the Constittuion is amended and the reservation to OBCs in local bodies is given
without any hassle or without such requirement? Number two, why don’t you amend
Articles 15 and 16 of the Constitution and provide reservations for the Other Backward
Classes in accordance with their population?

SNt Bt ARER It : FUTUf 78ISy, NERAT BT IRETV G BT TG HRA DY
TR I SRARI B 81 T TRGR Bl 379 WX IR MR BT MRET0T fohar
G &, BT b5 TRDR W Pl A9 el 5l AMMEH 243 (9) & A8 MR Bl
ST UG TRATfd §, S & d8d brg IRGR 01T Bl 81 o RS § o) i1
$9Y BIl, Hel dAldhel dISISl P gelaRI il & ARV & HIRY T8l §U &, ifDh
G BIC o B8 © [dh 99 b empirical data Tl Freldr, dd db &H 50 UlrRrd &
FHUR IAREVT g1 H AT 81 & Febel | ST g8T IR 9l g1g 81 ganl ol feed
IR TR 39 Heolde H o AX¥GR 0 W R 07 B ...(TIL™)...

SHRI P. WILSON: Why don’t you amend the Constitution? ... (Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Wilson, you are a distinguished senior advocate. If you go
through constitutional prescriptions, in Parts 9 and 9A, you will find enough space
also available to the States. Come with a suggestion. | am open to having a
discusison on this. Avail the rules. ...(Interruptions)... Shri Neeraj Dangi; the fourth
supplementary.

£t et Sl FuTaly Aeled, | SN A1 | A H3AT Sl | S @ § fb
YTIT &A1 3 T IS WISl R A1l o1 uiaifee 3R Sa! AriieR) 9e1 &
foTq #=Ter gRT 6y T Wi &R SrigeHl & faavvr o1 8 vd el 4ig ani &
SR <2 | Gardl & for] gU gAmdl | Afder gt o IsgaR &R a1 87?

it BT IRR Ui - Ui 981y, §9 ST Ugol W 3T 8 fh 391 9 v 21 715y
g, e Afgemeit o1 50 ufcrerd amReroy faam g1 Afgesii & YrieR! 98 & foru
STg I 59 I H HIG] ST Bl IRBR IATS &, I I oThx NS db HATT b HIETH I g
T fhT 77T 1 31T BF ARG H F 16 A1 ST DI TAT-3TeT SITET IR 8H AN
7 Afeel B Qe B & forg, Afensit o Bithd R, T O 81 gIHR 31Tl &,
I {70 BE HEH & 3SR ST 9 &1 YTaen= fhar g1 31T SARY 98+ s+l [eTH 8l
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s ¢ b 99 g9 fasm= wa= § smgaitie die &1 Afessr fear o1, df a8
ST 1,500 ATT 31T 21, S8 | 800 AR 98+ il S==id 31U+ fIaR 98 wR 9 9|
§ o) U YT I8 A1 g S TG | 91N SR & forg i fewad 121 gl o) AAfeh
3ITST BHRT d8+1 a1 |&T¥ §s © [ [ 9as H TR d U AJ9a AR PRl &
3R S| MU g &1 fae fra aRE & fHar 8, S9¢ IR # qdril 81 I8 <
[T STH 318 8, SFH ol Meed dR IR §9R #3771 Al Sl & Aged § Sl
T fhU &, ST & BRI TS &1 I8 H WTell ISTHIITD Gk U T8l 91 81 §, offh
ST g9 fRratferd g8+ 8, STl anfdie eftedior 9 e &R+ & iU 7,113 <t &
ST 90 IRI A Bl 0 BIH BR 8 ol ITH A 9 BRIS, 90 g YRAR] Bl
ISR ¥ SIS+ 1 HTH AT DI FeTH DR Bl dols d A9d g7l ¢l 3T av8 4
3ITSITET & I Heledd | Afeell 9xudl &I Sl NG &, 98 Miead dR W U@ 9gd
ST NG Bl 17 3, 2023 BT TART AT q8HeH Iregufer Sil, <t fh T
Al €, ITb Bl I a9 waq H Al WRUdl Bl YREPR Y& By Y - F8l
[T Y] D REBR Y 7T I AR 9 42 AR B REBR FY MY A, ITH 4 18
AR e Gxug il 98 g9R forg 9gd €1 Ra &1 91d g1 S a-E 9 Afgarsii ol
& B & FoIY HATTT & 3TelT-3TT ARl o, -3 IS H, 3TeliT-3Te
Heolde | 91 sustainable development goal %, a%a%ﬁaaﬂﬁaﬂ%m 3o FeTH B
& foIq HTeTd &1 9aTd =1 2

MR. CHAIRMAN: Fifth supplementary - Shrimati Vandana Chavan.

SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN: Sir, my original question was regarding training, but
my colleague has already asked it. Let me ask another question. We talk a lot about
people's participation in local self-governance. Talking especially about Gram
Sabhas, it is expected that a women's Gram Sabha should specially be organized. It
is seen that at several places that doesn't happen. So, what are the efforts that the
Government is making to make sure that not just elected representatives, but women
as an entity are actually made to participate in the governance process? Are self-
help groups being considered for this?

31l B AR gl : Gl A8Ied, FHEIY eI - 984 AT HdTel IB]
21 9H AEE3ll Bl 9 AIIER] $a1 9 g & [ Hol-dhal al 1Al 7 By 4l
U &1 s STTET IR Al Sh! Hioll & oI 3HH ST by Bl HRd o, offh
319 AR 981 9gd W& 81 TS &) § RFATRT & A1 HEal g 1 311 3 aTel a1 |
I8 ST S F WY g ar TEl gt 31w B AN A AR HAl Sft & g H§ I8
31feramd o faan & b el § 6 UM |HIY 81 SR S 4 AfSeTial &l T Wrel UrH
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U7 BTl AfRIRl Bl [eTH HRA & {77 3R 394 Afgaeil &) o1 9rfieRl 98 - S9b
forT #=Tery 7 U8 HegH ST B

2 Uiy« AR G S 9 9RYE X b ©) § Fed | adrn =g 6 3 g9
JSATd AT 21 519 Y3 gs oY, Il BHC! H I8d ¥ {6 39 $H T iR a8 b
Hodl o1 fob § grugufe g, § e g, # R7el1 i €1 That thing is over now.
Now,next Question. Q.No.33.

18



