GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 498
TO BE ANSWERED ON 07.12.2023

Lifestyle for the Environment-LiFE Movement

498. SHRI PABITRA MARGHERITA:

Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to

state:

(a) the benefits of the proposed green credit programme in realising the goal of Prime
Minister's Lifestyle for the Environment-LiFE Movement; and

(b) the benefits of the proposed Ecomark Scheme in realising the goals of Prime Minister's
Ecomark Scheme?

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE

CHANGE

ANSWER

(SHRI ASHWINI KUMAR CHOUBEY)

(a) The Green Credit Rules,2023 have been notified by the Government of India
on 12 October 2023 (Annexure-I) under the Environment Protection Act,
1986. These rules put in place a mechanism to encourage voluntary plantation
activity across the country, resulting in award of Green Credits and also to build
an inventory of land which can be utilised for afforestation programmes. This
will contribute to Lifestyle for the Environment-LiFE Movement which aims to
encourage sustainable lifestyles by driving consumers/communities towards
behavioural changes, promoting environment friendly actions.

(b) MoEFCC has published Draft Ecomark Certification Rules, 2023 vide S.O.
4441(E) dated 11" October, 2023 (Annexure-IT) which aims to strengthen the
institutional structure and implementation of the Ecomark Scheme.

The objective of the Ecomark Certification Rules, 2023 is to nudge consumer
behaviour towards environmental friendly products that cause lesser adverse
impacts on the environment thereby supporting ‘LiFE (Lifestyle for
Environment)’. This aims to encourage sustainable lifestyles by driving
consumers towards behavioural changes that promote environment friendly

actions.
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T, 9 AR TAGTY TRAdT HATAH
srfeg=T

< fawett, 12 @Y, 2023

FAT. 4458(31).—TaTSe TUrETTHT F TATALIT AqHA FIAT Bl ATAT2d FA 6 o0 AT FHise I
FTSATL-ATHTIT FTEHIT T ATH IS & (o102 T P Fiee FHAHT A 7a7 ST =T 8,

T AT T o TATALOT 6l LT U G AT T AqHA HIAL, ST AT T JIH
TS UF HedT ¥ AT SHad Sie & €af U T qiieh H TATE Fd 3l Hl T@rhe 77 TAEeoia
TE SAaTg ATAT & (o0 3T Fqq ud a7y {adt & & o o 63 9%, 99 @@ & 9 § qe% -
TATALT g SHa el T T

ST T o ATd THREIHT FIAT D AT FA 6 0 F-eTRd A= o A
ATIIAT T TETAT & § HSTAAT FHT, ST IZ9T ITHIHTSA 37T THTS T TITALT TAHA HTIT FT Tl

I AT AL TRAAT T AT AT Fh qaa Strae Sieft 1 Treariad w0 ¢

AT A Fiee FEFT, Tt geer Afaf==w, 2001 (2001 7 52) F Fefi ITS T FTaT FHiee
FTIT T, 2023 F T &, T hiee T&H HLd aTel TATELU( T FAT F TAqTg Gaelt A1 A1 I Tl 2,
T FTET IcAST Bl FH FLAT IT TATH FLAT 3T N Fwiee FdwT F o1efiw = Fee q=am 29 aren
FTH, I T o T IH w1 F o Fwree wiee off yr T S A,

6482 G1/2023 )
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¥ N7 e FrawE Fateags Fgw, 2023 F7 9T TG F TS9T, FETITOT, A |, 9 3,
39-GT (i) H ATATAAT TEAT F3M. 2779 (), AT 26 A, 2023 FIT TR 77 T3 o7 e asfy
xRt & st o gEme st fhe o o,

T F T T G I qft S i qAmai 92 9389 &9 8 fF= B @ 2;

A T, T TR TATFC0T (FTer0T) Afrf=aw, 1986 (1986 T 29), &T=T 3, €T 6 37 & 25
BT Y& ARl T TN e g0 fHeferfed A st §, o9iq: -
1. wferm F s s — (1) =9 A "t 9w wRe A, 2023 21
(2) T TSI § T THTIA 6T AT %I TIT gl
2. v *iee FRFHT F ST, - (1) M Fiee FEFT STS-3TLTRT T F ATEqT § TATG0T g THREHE
FTAT T AT T HAT AT FAT HEE T FG, OEH SATI FT G107 2 T 5 9 {98 AT
2 ITH FITC SATU
(2) I Ffee e 4 F 3u-fFaw (2) # [ G i wafawfs w1 % oo G =t g &
T 9T F 9T AT
(3) W Ffee FAFT IAWN, FAMTT AT o= FEATSA F FaaT § qga et ot f&fer & ofaiq
T aTEEt a1 o= Tl & Q@ # & arg-ary S 4 § iy stew w@raeiT 3o
FIA T AT ARRIL, AT THEAT I EGT T FA & o0 T Hiee T FT AT GHEH
TR d T,
g T 39 THa yg f&te S squreEr § @ B i & gied a1 e i s S ang
T 2l
3. qfTTd - (1) =7 fRawi &, S oo o dao § stegerm sofea 7 2y, -
() "serrEE" ¥ w7 # Ay o satea g;
(@) "srfafEa st & e 13 % ol vt srfofRa g zore afina 2

@) "I wiEe & freT fAfore w1, et a9 7awor 9 9RRrcE TH1E 9297 8l 8q T8 U 11
TIeHTEA 1 Tohe TTE AT 2

(=) "TRE" & qread R 10 F srefier Tt W wiee TRt st 2

(2) I r=aT ST af & ST =9 = § 979 g oiX TRarud Tal g fohq T=iaer (§3e) A,
1986 ® gfrwrfora &, a2t srof givr ot 39 srfarfFa # 2

4. T FfeT FERA - (1) T =AH AT THE TAELT A TRAT, TRIAT AT FLAT F FASTATS
Iu-fam (2) § Afde #rg ff 3uTT F°7 T

(2) I9-F=w (1) & Ffde sumt & fMafoafea w1 afeataa 8, saia-
(i) FATIITOT — FFLOT <97 H ZRA AL F@T % (T AT 1 TATRT o,

(il) ST T - STA HLEAT, T FAAT AT A % HAA STAN T A 97 il AT o, oreH
Sfarg STt T ITA 37T I 3w aivafer ;

(iii) FTTT FTT - ITATEHAT, T TATESA T ITT(RT @I T ToF H I A g T g
TAATSIT T AT 3T A ARG T THTEA 2

(iv) STIfrT Yaed - TUgO, TAFRW AT TATE0 £ 3 T g3 Y& qfgd Auiqg & gq
FEH AT, FATAT 31T TSHT TATSAT Tl TTHTET &,

(V) AT TG H FHT AT - 1 TGUUT H FHT AT ATl STTT AT AT TG ITLHT FTAFHATAT 6
AT 24,
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(vi) FITE FEEAT 3T [AEZT - HUTF F L 3T ARG F IUTAT 'l TR 2
(vi) THMTE oae Atad AT - ATAATars i 1 71 sfi Jareqi gq ST Jad ST F &
o sefed #T;
(vii) TAT HAT T AT TET - TATALT ATEA SRR T I HT ITART Fh qad
AT U A7 TSI &1 o (W07 Rl ST AT
(3) I e ITH 2 * =g AR T €T &1 IU-FA7w (2) 7§ e fefy i #+d gg i vl aw &
T 3o g TR0 ITT el 3T ST9TTE o O TFoTee e gl
(4) I9-FATw (3) 71 TRIEETHT0T B Saae T Tt GIT 26 TS TITUT JaHTEe F ATeH
T TAFI & T T9TE T a1 ST
(5) IT-FAT (4) F e smas" WTH g UT, YA w1 i e srfafEa st g gentua
FLTUAT
(6) sAtTRa sAfoereeT, =& Haer § ST T fRen=aer # A9, A9 Ud (8T, TATa9d, & T,
AT g TR0 0 T 67 I FTd g TATEF I IS T He
(7) stma=e 5T fhT U T A IS Fd g S9-AT (6) F T Ruie w2 U, LT Seah i
I FTS T THTOT T T&TH FHT

5. 7 Hfee Iaw A Y g} - (1) F=h € F+19F F g2 7 i Fee £ o # f vgft == =
ST, ST Yoo T Tt 9% g Jante g Stterg=rd il S |

(2) for wTu ForefY oft & 3wt § 9 hfee it TumT Fifea aataweiia aios ST F 3 aeT®
T, THTT Thel, &, AT TH 7T TTH S ATIGS! 6l GHhedT I ST g
(3) A= (4) % srefi e Frat g M9 Fiee ITa FL 3% Y F A TZAgT Hsi T T 5T
srfergf=ra it STustT|
6. T Hfee ITTH HLA it THHAT - (1) I Fe FF T0AT F ST 70 T0 FAT F Tegiswd i T
FT T =8 TR S, ST wermeR g et £ ST
(2) AT TISTEEIHLT AT AT 3T TH TR & TSTEL LI g AU (Ha<or T FIT e
ERiES i
(3) TATEF AT o TISTEe T, FhT T FAT o TodTehd Ta TATIT 3T 38 THIX TATAT FIAT & 6
Y § Toraei = & & A e TaT T g JaaT2e [Ahed H

7. SRTEF - (1) AT AT T T fqeAT TRuE, FrETaer T o0 A =ad, 1860 &1 &, 21 %
et TorEdraReor HeaT 596/1990-91 F srefie Tedisheor Femadr ariie 12 97+, 1991 51T Trfua i
TR TATEL AT AT HATAL, AT TR FIT . §.1-8/89-3E, AT 22 5[, 1990 F ATeAH &
TATAT Uk T Hhr, =9 =t & 7efie sermess grm

(2) worTEe = AT F AT THF Tae AT GATAT Aigd AT e HIAFRH 6 TATAT FHI7aTT 6

forT Tt grm

(3) TETE % IALENAAl § (HHTIEd qIEATd g, S -

(F) = gt = srefi = e Frdww F Fwrateaga & oo fRenfRger, gfFamd sz wrd sorrett

faewfera e,
(@) TgfaaT, TorEdrser ST, fRenfaaer i gefaa /ra, ROrteT o g+ gq o At
ETGIN

@ I Fee (R #im Fee I # af2q) siv g+ FfRaa #1 ¥ 3o 9 #wee &1
FAQET T FA g FETITAT AT ToHRAT0 SATiod 2T,
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(%) M e TR ST AT H= AT TATIAT 3T HATAT g; T hiee ST H g el
& TISTELTRr o forT T9-SHTor 3T T Te7 YT 2 AT STTahaor T 26 LT
TATIT gq Y A@T-TERT F I a4 T UH A@T-Ue®l GRT @@l GaT :39 8q
fRenfader fEfera e,

(F) AHITET TRemTHEelt & A M hiee TSTEel ATIE HF AT TITAT il TITIAT AT ATHT
FAT;

(F) T Fee TRTH Ted, A TF 2T § A TSEL 0 FeATel F e 6 (o0 fRer=aer
[EEIGEERTIH

(®) ATt ATrRTor, TRET, AT 69 3fi¥ F9 Ud 27 H9 g arfue et ua i
gfaee & #¥ & forg fRenfAger At we;

(1) 1 e =R g arene fear @  for faenfacer fewfaa wwm

(=7) M FiT THOTIA F =TI T Fated gt w1 AR war s GSeare i ware
FAT % AT T TET FAT T ATt AT ATATE Hl el o (70 AT Ud g wrear
FEAT

(4) TS UL AR (3) F eI FRenfaaen vd qgiaai gq Fard A Hi7 TqHEd Id
FIT

8. HHTew aAfa - (1) FET TR FIRT TS AT A ATAT AT FHHTT 9 Hai % o7 T wfee
FAFH & FIATeAAT 0l (AT g IALET 2

(2) g=Te |fafa ® wAmerat v Famn & gfafafer, aatEeer 8 F @, S 99 i o
TE T quree givaterd g e Fai ava 3= aw=n
(3) HATAR TN, THA-OHT UX, TA AWl & oTfiF WA wiee Fwriww At aHer w6 i
Referfaa & daer # Far g & fAwriel 3, sroi;-

(F) = w2z Frdeww & aitatera BFo ST arer #1F 3f7 &1 % g9y §; 3%

(F) FETT TLHTE GIT THART AGIHA e T AT o Ja H|

9. Tt TAfE — (1) Far TwhT, e it RRrwTient o e u¥ wors 14 g aaeiehr aiafaat 1
TS T Tl ST = =T % orefi= 0 e Fwa o FATeaa= § TTHH 6l graar wai|

(2) TEAF TReATehT FIATT F TEedT § HATAAT U AT, TRAT S 39 F1F & Hq&tad o= § 79 i
qAAT TEe AT e wfeafera g,

(3) Tt mfAfa ArErfer i 3 o yormer &t Ifva waft ey s arat & arg-ary
ferferfera afeafora off grm -

(F) it wataveis TR aTH A B ArEeTE GHTE, THI TR, &, AT U 99T
TE TR HTIEET i qHheqdT e a7 A wiee 1 vk e &t umEr + foro gz

(F) T FF % GGG H TE R0, FATIA, AT, JTT i ATt giear & forg a0
(4) TTEF FIT Tt afafa 1 [Aide et o s a6 A o7 a8 el S

10. Wi+ Ffee TRE - (1) TATHF T ATCH SATHFHLIT T AT W FISE T TSTELHI FlA TF AT FT &
11 e ot &t =aToET Ud TEeETE w4

(2) T TR Serae gy, foraH oer aTat o |T-a7, VeI Ud {9 e ST i o
T ATHTT ST acd AeAterd gl

(3) Thoredt Raferfaa wrt &7 MagT Haf, TIiq; -
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() FTAT T TOELIHFT A FAF TS AT FZAT;
(@) I e T FA T TEH AGT-STGT AT FHAT;
(1) THT FTF T ATHATT FLAT TIEIHI & T LT ST I=T1T LT,
(%) TOTTE ZTT T8 ST AT IS 37T H
11. 2T T - (1) TTHF Fed T TEFTE F ATHIGT | (AT HH) ST Wlehid it TATI9T FOT U
ST TELETT 3Tl
(2) TR AT Fea T TLHIT 6 ATHIGT | TATHE T 970 [T R F AqaTe, A7 Hiee #
FTITE FaefT T 3|
12. A9 T 2T HH - (1) ToTea o6 o7 T P9 gt o dag § qreafeiar ye #3 &7 = Fawi &
T SaTe SETT i e e B, FeaiT ORI o STHIad o, AW Ud 22T § A erd T ud IHHT
TETETE HT
(2) T UF o7 HA Toeel | Icq9 W@ a7 fagell 3T e e, S &= a1 Suaieedy, qarad
TATG, &A9aT AT e STy oS F7 @[aia w7 Tl
13. TR ATSRuT - (1) TerTash UHT HEATsH FT Feg TLHTE FIT STAAIT QAT F ATA AT
FTI=FTor F = H FTF FA F o Femsn v arfea F0m

(2) ATHTRT srterereor = =T o o1efi W e T FIA I AEEH GRT (0 T FHAT 6 TATIA
& arer | fRertagert F ST Tt FIATUIT 3T TTEF HI IS T&qd F4,

(3) srfrfRa srfsyareor faenfedert ST T &l AT (Aot Seqd H

14, Fi= Ffee BT AT ST FT - (1) =7 =t F arefi= A= e Frdww & arfier s=tes arierr
I ATETRA g

(2) G FIATT FoT § WA FHiSe T AT Ieqe F2A o6 ISUTAT T FRrepTier w4t

15. A@TILrET. - (1) ToTea, AT srfeeor, T, =TI 79 3{% 9 UF T2T 6 o FHTAT 6l TAF
ey ot ay &t F81H 9 UF a9 & AT GAra arard 6l SFqeEr 9% Fuid e g [T s
AGT TEYeTRT gTET @l e Fars SITus|

(2) 39-FF=w (1) & AR S/ T8 AT J@T IaT Tiaaa 9T w5 H|

(3) TTHS o@T TLAT TTAAa il I 6l aE & g AT & HIaC o@r 90T Jiddad 9% i T
FEATE AT g ALRTE Fl TE&T HA

[T, ¥.12/24/2023 — T=uanw (fé12)]

o > o=
ATHA] A<, 4T 144

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 12th October, 2023

S.0. 4458 (E).—WHEREAS a Green Credit programme is being launched at national level to leverage a
competitive market-based approach for green credit for incentivising environmental actions of various stakeholders;

AND WHEREAS the Government of India has introduced ‘LiFE'-'Lifestyle for Environment’, as a grass-root,
mass movement, for protection and conservation of environment and for other environmental and climate gains, by
enhancing environmental actions that propagate a healthy and sustainable way of living based on traditions and values
of conservation and moderation, and for sustainable and environment-friendly development;
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AND WHEREAS an innovative market-based mechanism to incentivise environment positive actions will help
promote the LiFE movement, which aims at encouraging sustainable lifestyles by driving consumer and community
towards behavioural changes that promote environment friendly actions;

AND WHEREAS the Green Credit programme is independent of the carbon credit under the Carbon Credit
Trading Scheme, 2023 made under the Energy Conservation Act, 2001 (52 of 2001), an environmental activity
generating green credit may have climate co-benefits, such as reduction or removal of carbon emissions and an
activity generating green credit under Green Credit programme may also get carbon credit from the same activity
under the said Scheme;

AND WHEREAS the draft Green Credit Programme Implementation Rules, 2023 was published in the Gazette
of India, Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3, Sub-section (ii), vide notification number S.0. 2779(E), dated the 26™ June
2023 inviting objections and suggestions from all persons;

AND WHEREAS all the objections and suggestions received have been duly considered by the Central
Government;

NOW, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred by section 3, section 6 and section 25 of the
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986), the Central Government hereby makes the following rules,
namely:—

1. Short title and commencement.— (1) These rules may be called the Green Credit Rules, 2023.
(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

2. Objectives of Green Credit programme.— (1) The green credit programme shall incentivise environmental
positive actions through market-based mechanism and generate green credit, which shall be tradable and made
available for trading on a domestic market platform.

(2) The green credit will arise from taking measures by a person of any environment activities referred to in
sub-rule (2) of rule 4.

(3) The green credit programme shall encourage industries, companies and other entities to meet their existing
obligations or other obligations under any law for the time being in force, and encourage other persons and entities, to
undertake voluntary environmental measures referred to in rule 4 by generating or buying green credit:

Provided that the green credit generated or procured to fulfil any obligation in compliance of any law for the
time being in force shall not be tradable.

3. Definitions.— (1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,—
(a) “Administrator” means the Administrator referred to in rule 7,
(b) “designated agency” means an entity designated as such under rule 13;

(¢) “Green Credit” means a singular unit of an incentive provided for a specified activity, delivering a
positive impact on the environment;

(d) “Registry” means the Green Credit Registry established under rule 10.

(2) Words and expressions used in these rules and not defined herein but defined in the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986, shall have the same meaning as assigned to them in the Act.

4. Green Credit programme.— (1) Any person or entity may take any measure specified under sub-rule (2) for
the purposes of protection, preservation, or conservation of the environment.

(2) The measures referred to in sub-rule (1) may include the following activities, namely:—
(i) tree plantation—to promote activities for increasing the green cover across the country;

(i) water management—to promote water conservation, water harvesting and water use efficiency or water
savings, including treatment and reuse of wastewater;

(i) sustainable agriculture—to promote natural and regenerative agricultural practices and land restoration to
improve productivity, soil health and nutritional value of food produced;

(iv) waste management—to promote circularity, sustainable and improved practices for waste management,
including collection, segregation, and environmentally sound management;

(v) air pollution reduction—to promote measures for reducing air pollution and other pollution abatement
activities;

(vi) mangrove conservation and restoration—to promote measures for conservation and restoration of
mangroves;
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(vi) ecomark label development—to encourage manufacturers to obtain ecomark label for their goods and
services;

(vii) sustainable building and infrastructure—to encourage the construction of sustainable buildings and other
infrastructure using environment friendly technologies and materials.

(3) A person or entity desirous of obtaining green credit shall register the activity with the Administrator for any
activity referred to in sub-rule (2) undertaken by him for grant of green credit.

(4) An application for registration under sub-rule (3) shall be made to the Administrator electronically through a
website established by the Central Government for that purpose.

(5) On receipt of the application under sub-rule (4), the Administrator shall cause the activity to be verified by a
designated agency.

(6) The designated agency shall, after making such verification and inquiry as it may deem necessary, in accordance
with the guideline made in this behalf, submit a report to the Administrator verifying the activities undertaken by the
applicant.

(7) On receipt of the report under sub-rule (6) verifying the activities undertaken by the applicant, the Administrator
shall grant the applicant a certificate of green credit.

5. Methodology of generating green credit.—(1) The methodology for calculating the green credit in respect of
any activity undertaken shall be such as may be notified by the Central Government on the recommendation of the
Administrator.

(2) The calculation of green credit in respect of any activity undertaken shall be based on equivalence of resource
requirement, parity of scale, scope, size and other relevant parameters required to achieve the desired environmental
outcome.

6. Procedure for generation of green credit.— (1) The methodology for evaluation and verification of the
activities undertaken for the purpose of calculation of green credit shall be such as may be determined by the
Administrator.

(2) The manner of registration of the activities and the details required for such registration shall be determined
by the Administrator.

(3) The Administrator shall develop the website for registration of activities, evaluation and verification of
activities undertaken and award of green credit in respect of such verified activities, electronically.

7. Administrator.— (1) The Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education, a Society registered under the
Societies Registration Act, 1860 (21 of 1860) vide Registration N0.596/1990-91, dated the 12" March, 1991 and an
autonomous body as declared by the then Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India vide Resolution
No.1-8/89-RT, dated the 22" June, 1990, shall be the Administrator under these rules.

(2) The Administrator shall be responsible for the effective implementation of the Green Credit programme,
including its management and operation under these rules.

(3) The responsibilities of the Administrator shall include the following, namely:—

(a) develop guidelines, processes and procedures for the implementation of the green credit programme
under these rules;

(b) develop methodologies, registration process, guidelines and associated measurement, reporting and
verification mechanism;

(c) establish methodologies and processes for issuance of green credit (including issuance of digital
green credit), and equivalence of green credit generated from each identified activity;

(d) develop guidelines for the establishment and operation of the Green Credit Registry and trading
platform; for self-certification or third-party certification for the registration of an activity for issuance of
green credits and its inspection and verification by designated agency, for empanelment of auditors and
audit by such auditors;

(e) establish or designate the Green Credit Registry, and trading platform service provider in accordance
with the approved guidelines;

(f) develop guidelines for the green credit programme portal, the knowledge and data platform, and for
the fees from the registered entities;

(9) develop guidelines for filing of annual returns and progress reports by designated agency, Registry,
trading platform and knowledge and data platform;
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(h) develop guidelines for the market stability mechanism for trading of green credit.

(i) regulate matters relating to trading of green credit certificates and to safeguard interest of sellers and
buyers; and take preventive and corrective actions to prevent fraud or mistrust.

(4) The Administrator shall seek approval of the Central Government for guidelines and methodologies under
sub-rule (3).

8. Steering Committee.— (1) A Steering Committee to be constituted by the Central Government shall be
responsible for the monitoring of the implementation of the Green Credit programme under these rules.

(2) The Steering Committee shall comprise of representatives from the Ministries or Departments, experts from
the field of environment, industry associations and other relevant stakeholders as the Central Government may
consider appropriate.

(3) The Steering Committee shall, from time to time, review the Green Credit programme under these rules and
make recommendations to the Central Government in respect of following, namely:—

(a) activities and sectors to be included in the Green Credit programme; and
(b) any matter referred to it by the Central Government.

9. Technical Committee.— (1) The Central Government, based on the recommendations of the Administrator,
may constitute Technical Committees for each activity which shall assist the Administrator in implementation of the
Green Credit programme under these rules.

(2) Each Technical Committee shall comprise of members from the Ministries and Departments, organisations
and experts having the knowledge and experience in the field related to the activity;

(3) Technical Committee shall develop and make recommendations to the Administrator which will inter alia
include—

(a) methodology for calculation of one unit of Green Credit, on the basis of equivalence of resource
requirement, parity of scale, scope, size and other relevant parameters required to achieve the desired
environmental outcome;

(b) mechanism for registration, verification, evaluation, measurement and reporting process in respect of
each activity.

(4) The Technical Committee shall advise on any other technical matter referred to it by the Administrator.

10. Green Credit Registry.— (1) The Administrator or designated agency shall establish and maintain a Green
Credit Registry for the registration and issuance of each Green Credit.

(2) The Registry shall be an electronic database, which, inter alia, shall contain common data elements relevant
to the registration and issuance of green credit.

(3) The Registry shall discharge the following functions, namely:—
(a) registration of activities and issuance of green credit;
(b) ensure accurate accounting of the issuance of green credit;
(c) maintain secure database with all required and essential security protocols;
(d) any other function assigned to it by the Administrator.

11. Trading platform.— (1) The Administrator shall establish and maintain a trading platform with the approval
of the Central Government.

(2) The trading platform shall perform functions regarding the trading of green credit, in accordance with the
guidelines made by the Administrator with the approval of the Central Government.

12. Knowledge and data platform.— (1) The Administrator shall develop and maintain a knowledge and data
platform, with approval of the Central Government, for providing transparency on various activities being undertaken
and for reporting sectoral progress under these rules.

(2) The knowledge and data platform may collate key data points generated from the Registry and other
information, such as sectoral achievements, best practices, information on capacity building, etc.

13. Designated agency.— (1) The Administrator shall designate such entities to act as designated agency in
accordance with the guidelines approved by the Central Government.

302



(2) The designated agency shall conduct verification and submit reports to the Administrator in accordance
with the guidelines as regard to the verification of the activities undertaken by an applicant for issuance of green credit
under these rules.;

(3) The designated agency shall file annual returns to the Administrator in accordance with the guidelines.

14. Demand generation for green credit.— (1) The participation to the Green Credit programme under these
rules shall be based on voluntary participation.

(2) The Steering Committee shall recommend measures to generate demand for green credit in the country.

15. Auditors.— (1) The activities of the Administrator, designated agency, Registry, trading platform and
knowledge and data platform shall be audited within a period of one year at the end of every third financial year by
independent auditors to be appointed by the Central Government on the recommendation of the Steering Committee.

(2) The auditor referred to in sub-rule (1) shall submit its audit report to the Administrator.

(3) The Administrator shall submit an action taken report on the audit report to the Central Government within
a period of six months from the date of the receipt of the audit report.

[F. N0.12/24/2023-HSM(pt2)]
NAMEETA PRASAD, Jt. Secy.

Uploaded by Dte. of Printing at Government of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi- 110064
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054.
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TATET, T A AT TREAT A=A

e
¢ faeeft, 11 srqaw, 2023

L3, 4441(3).—AT TLFHT 7 TATELOT 6 ATEHA IR 1 AGTT 6 TG H AT H&AT
ar.F A 85(37), AT 21 wE<T, 1991 T WA & TSI, FATET, 90 11, |@ve 3, 3u-ave (i) § UF
TIoT — ‘TR At £ fF, e S2e7 59 =¥ Ud 977 STHIET Il T TAT ST FafonT
SIS FLAT & S 39 IATE 6 [0 AT AIAHT o0l I[Uracar Sael Teamstt % ar-ard T g aeoiy
ATAEET H I Fd 3

1T, TRTETE FISHT, AT F1dT F qIA-87, STATFTAT BT G0 ST 5ot 1 aqaer
FA % ToTT qAT IRNT-SRTT HT TATALT T HA TRATSA AT IATEA THIAAT T AR] FIA % 1T TF ATEqHT
ITASH FAIAT B

IT: A, TTALIT (FHEeqor) srtartaaw, 1986 (1986 =T 29) &t &T 3 &t IT-4TeT (1), IT-4TLT 2 F
gue (i), 8T 6 F IU-aRT (1), =T g7 25 T IT-GRT (1) FRT T2 AREAT FT TAN Fd g4 3T
a1.F1.4. 85 (1), 1991 Fr ATEHUT FA U, Frg TLHIT TAGERT, IAH HATGT & & TATAT I AT
AWM F AT, ATE ¥ STt & "deeg § et fem-swmmd oo fem, 2023 s
FIAT g T TFEERT e AT STar § % 9 ATIR=ET 9% TS H UTET % TH9E Hl g F J 19
(30) fa=i ¥ FaTfE 9= A7 39 qe=ATq fa=m fFrar s,

I ATILAAT F Hag 7 T AE ¥ 7 fAfAfee s@ter % fiaw smm g arent st v
TEATAT 9T Feg ALRT FIT Fo=me T s,

6464 G1/2023 (1)
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AT AT qAE, AR FE BT, HYEFT A, TG, a9 ST TAAg TREad HATAT, TTET
TATEUT Had, ST a1, 7% faeet-110003 F 9d 9¥ ¥ -8 st : sohsmd-mef@gov.in % 9t ST
qF Bl
1. Hfere AT, SR Sf) o — (1) =% M ywoE Haw, 2023 Fgr AT

(2 =g Afe=ET e T o Soare aw AN gRf e Ieames Ar sy faaer gq, am
TS & ITANT 2 AT ST §, T 36 THITE THOE 797 F qga enfae /g1 f6am 7247 2n

(3) agarf@%mﬁ?ﬁmﬁw%wmsﬁaﬁaﬁm@ﬂﬁl

2. TEITAAT — (1) THATH THOE W7 (0 THF 7997 THATH a9 F €9 H H9q) UH IATET
ﬁéﬂﬁw%ﬁn%WWWawnw FH TTAEA TATT TS| SHHT ILT STATFATAT HT UH
ITATET T AT o TorT qoT fATwiarstt F Hemoiia T F@aT < 2q SHHTE THI0 ScaTal 1 IeATE

% FA & T ST FAT 2
(2)  =HMTE FEH T=E AEA STl W GETET &9 ST HETEE B @9q S qaEaon g
TATE, T ®  Je@r aREdd 9% TH9E, THA S Satafaedr 9% 9T, IS0 60 @9qd, Saiere
I, THET TATECOT qTeaH § Ieesid, Aifd® qHE & AR g arer TGl AT Gavars T&Tat %
TR Ud RS & ey § U Iarat H1 qaiaeong F1d-fAearee giatsaa w6
(38)  THMTH W IT IR F AATCRT IUse HLUIA AT AR AT HFIUEST HT
T FA &
3. I — (1) THET W F7 3T TH TATAL0T SAhel IATRL it HIT HT FETET AT 8 ST a7
T ATATHRT FH YA THE ST 8, SHs A1 (Tiewr gq Staq &)’ % HEgial # a0ei= e,
TETE F FA ITANT ST FHT AT T TETAT (0T 3 IF ICIQT 6 TAELINT Tgq3h % qael &
ATHF AT 9T UF AR T
() =T e ¥ aew s Amtefea 2
ED IO qEF F S H ST A1 76 F fAweqt & fAwa § ST f SInew
FATHT, FrEH Tga< TaTawo JFa a8 § 9T START Fit agfaat & afade o,
g, fAfAuTarst 1 zwETE Tt STt w1 ITTEA S w4 & o IeAned F3AT,

. THETE o % Hag § gWE A TAqd AT f TRATH FIAT a0 SHHT
TEIINT A
4.  feamTd- (1) s R # Aeafete oo Ry 2 -
. 'R s gomaEat #1 ad U usiE/stE ¥ 8 e Raiia amde *

FETE ITATE T AT F2 & foru fafafase o s 2;
a, rsrfafRTy’ 1 o1 FoE-aTE 97 79T Senfad watar (Fwer) srfafaay, 1986 (1986 #r

29) 2;

. 'AGTICET FT A TR JHOE [{EEt F garasrd, Foae siw et sty
2q FafAfds s aamaasatst, s g e, s far yararst & FrEsart w71
v T gRT Tt FAT

. "SHIHTS T T 212 g — T g ShiaTh HFat & qga S B = swroro,
ST ot =aixe steraT safeat F A #7709 Se Y TR A # ¥ e
AT FTATE;

. 'THHTH TGS GqF 1 9 UF =799 §91aF 9 g, O shme yamws g
THATE AT FHT ITAN FA & foru stferga fham T g;
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. ATEIAT A’ BT A g - THRATR A T&TH FA/AA AR % fory fAfdee gt
AT ATAES & ATET (HH[ IR % [ATHSSE THHTH GATIAHAT ZIET SHFT oA TF;

o SUHRRT FT S g - Frg ot Aftw S R @ o #r ag qree @l g o
TATELIT 9T FH Tl THIE T,

. ‘uataeftT Ugel FT A ¢ - ITRT K o T S TAEL F AT A AT F THA

q. 'UFTEeiE T F#7 9 § — Icaral F TRumHeasT qataer § #wire ff afiad T, =1 a8
Jfsher 21 AT ATHHILL, Ui &1 AT S 2T,

. 'RaeaTRa STaTes SR (SfemR)' &1 1 g - s gataeia sty S G
31T F U IeaTEE AT IcaaTAed’, ST F STHNET AT IO Srater o STHEFT —3920d
=0T, Faaw &9 & =0T % o, ST S| I Il HT ITHFATSA 10 3 ITAR(T At
F w7 § fafatase o strar g 9a 3w Auem #31 a% * oo fearfa gem,

z. 'SR & g SugaRar’ #7 of § - faforr afkfeufast | fret soare & frt afarfug
I29T FT I FIA T &A9AT,

z. ' AR &7 o1 € — et e oer g7 geatsa #at & swmmd s e
fAfase =& FafenT sraegwarstt % FgeT gl aeR AR § o7 aral & arq-ard
AT | A FAT, THATH & EIIN I ToL L@, HETE TE1 9 FIATE FAT
afy emfarer &;

T. et o= % Hey § 'grw REme #1 o0d § - var s, e SHaEre ageet

ST T GOTAT 7 & AT UH IR % G0 T2 & darel § STHFATA 6 (A2

2 T HATET,

'TEA' FT T  — THATH (AAHT F FHATa T F oI sfiaars o=,

'gfda’ &1 o § — Uy ufEEaTd SeE g soare i g & 91 g gem i S @)

THH AUESIH T STSAEE N o @l | ortHer Iiwarsti &1 ontaer fFrar ST g 21

'SATE' FT 31 B — Fls ST a£G AT FAT AT TH4T,

'STTEF' T A 8 — Tl HHIAT AT F1E FATIETAT;

'SR AY T 2 B — UH IRl F qE F B, ok uE g6 w77 g

'TAR WEaCnT AMGE’ #1 9 g — THr wiawfia smaeasarnd g, e S &
TATEIT S &I T ST % Tor g7 et St 8

. "HeT T’ FT oref g — vET ste A1 Aww, S BT 9 9 wew S F |9 H, 39

TTIeT Teqt & Tac = /AT AT 2;

(2) =& wfeg=ET ®§ wHeE orss i srfvrerfeat i S zed g @t § R oatawor (F@eer)
srtarfaerg, 1986 =1 Saa srfarfe=w & siqsta S 2T ster Rt = fffert & afRafea €, s ot
aof AT ST v AAeT: 39 Aterfaa 91 v e Rt o ARt | fRw e )
5. THET F o AR - (1) THmE Rt ¥ st siaia Serd SeaTe/Iaars At o
TTILO ATAEE g AFTE T ATA=a 0 SITon Aee samas qaiaeeiiT &3 Y Tgqst &
foro g, o 3eate = ww fafore ameEs gim
(2)  IOTET T AT F U AT A (TP AT STIgT) FTOTHTOE, AT [OET HEA0r s
FT ATALLT THMATE & o0 qd-sraeT=har R
(3) STl F T TATALOT TATET F Ta9 | F Jroft, ™oEH s arai & grg-ary Feferted
oAt g, o 7g =2t ae «fifea 48 2 -

&

A

g A 5 A
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T o7 qaATcHE ITTEl it AT H, ITH TG TATILOT TG, AT ITTE 3T
TATERINT IESTAL 1 FH FLeA IT THTIT F 01 GHAT FTHT FH ;5

T & Q=T AR § /AT g SCATal § a9 8, STl g1 I¢I1E Al &,

& o qE T Il A AUAT AT-AAHOT ST HAl S ATha® S9redi qied -
FATFTOT HHTEAT FT T | AgAT TNEE &

F 7g SR RA9w &7 ¥ yoaw Iore/3are Afvten F oo FRutiRa some el ue
ITATHE ATHES] & Gae § FH F2F § TR adT §, o IIq1awor 92 Iiaded T9479 T2q7
&

(4) 3R e STITHE AEE §, 97T ardl & 9r-ar, Feteted arie g, dfEd el ak /e

i.
.
iii.
iv.
V.

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

iX.

AT AT F =7 |igd Ieara AT I,

T HETEAT T ITANT;

TN T HATIAT T,

ITATEA THAT & A I AT et/ T TATH < HHT;
ITATE 3T IHAT TR AT FT e,

FAeaTiRa IcaTee ST A HaHT T AT (SEf A1 31);
ferg T Q=R ATt T STIT,

AT % o ST,

FALATE TETAT HT GLIAT TETT & TTTeq T

6.  THETH AT &1 FATEIT G - (1) Fg AR, 90 F TATGC07 T GLEAT ¥ HA00 F T R
T F I29T T THTATH ATHT FT HATAT FI(T| THE TATAT FTAT7a9 F N0 ghmares et 1 gera,
Tarer wtafy & [fRa grm d=em afat & gd9faa g/ & gt swe &, s
T % TTAtATer, ITART T9g T 7 @1 Gaam® arHe g

(2) Wﬂﬁ%%ﬁ'ﬂﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁ

e & day § ST HeT I8 F447
F. THATH T FT GEITG F979 T T,
THMTE AT AT TATART T TCETRd F2 6l T8

T, THMAT goE A FwErRent o Twm FEwt @ afew o s oA
ITATE/IeATE AT T STTAg=T,

T AT SAATITGIT TS5 S Aa (O FHAFH 1 AT,
THRMTS AT F T §q S STRESRAT 9T F3 | Gaiad HraHdT;
THETH FFAT F T+ i ATt A % forg ottt

Amferfaa & wey § g T #1 frerfe) 3T

. TR A & arfuer e S ater Seare/Seare Avfy # FReaier FwE;
g, SEUH IR F qgd QA HE GE § THHTE IcATal i QAT FHeAT,
qT
T

“

THRTE [T F Fai=aT F o garaat #71 arae

THRTATE FT AT F ST FAT;
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©)
(4)

ii. THRMTE AT F FrEteaa it qHreT $ AT
F. THIATE IS (ITATET) F HIT | THIATH HIAGET T THLT F T a4,

T, ITATE (ITATET) F TATALO( T THATET o FeA o /AT THIHTE HIAGE TIT FIA %
o oY sTEem/FTFATT | AErEar FAT,

T gﬁ;@ﬁﬁ%mﬁ%wmmm%mwm
|
., TII-THT I IAF g AT FaTg /AT =9 g9 § G AFATEEAl 9T, 37
T et & et fl ot aeat g7 #r $3mer #ir smfue w5,
iv. SIS THIAGONT FIEHRT il T AT 98 AEE9;
V. ¥ TCRTL FILT T AT IS T HTH
=T Aiafd av § FH-H-FH 37 I IT AETFATTAR. S5F H|
AT TSR Y STETeET 9T &1a1 & AT |, Tiaeor (§2ermn) fafa=a, 1986 #it amr 15

¥ SAHTE STHTAT AT ST

7.

THIHTS TTHF AT ITF F1 - (1) THIETH TTEF (THF 18 "TMEF F =] § Heiiq) g

et % wrtvaas & foro Rrwe gem)
(2) F=T wFUOT HI=0T ATE THMATH MAHT FHT TATHF AT
(3) werrEa it rewaTRat # fAwaforfaa anfae gi;

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

fAaferfaa & ey § fRenfAder qom #T;
F. THMTH (AT H TEIET T 6 SIET,
g, ATIHEAT F gHeE B AT 7 7 qgW F fiaw cEmEe qaued $iY At/ STered
T 1 R FT,
T, THHTE TATITRCAT & ATHIEA & dae |,
q. A AT wfafatet # @=rfea #3 F oo gt e ff e gg
T, ATHA THMETE qATIAHATA, ITE AT & o 9e § onfie ga et o 99 #
TTHer TreT o7 T TeF T I 1T T T T2 qATe F 0 age S a1 IoF F
gt % oo,
THMTE [T F T8 ATTHe U ST a1 ITATRT 61 TgA T FLAT,
THRMTE ot F qga B soamat & oo qeer afufaat #1 e, G Some 1 zfwmes
ATt & qga yHTiora B3 ST % 0 & SIqOTed F3 g e aede e #r,
ST 7 FiS(ET eAfa o STo/31 T <91 § SAI9T0 ST T TS AITEe] il qeiear FT,
AT AT FIRT ATHIRT THETH FT AT % 70 SHATE THIOT FeATel F TeATed Fed
CREEREATIR
ATTHT THATH TATIAFRATA, FTATE T % T Jeiar 987 i AT 987 T THAE 9 Ted
T USTEA FEAT,
Foe At & ar-ary ST & O area s aoraadadien ST qa e 98
ERECEEICIE
et =afer a7 safpat & |Hg &1 09 ITNE FT HHETE AT I5(15d 3501 aaa 9 F=iega #27 8q
TR FLd g0 HeATI % ST T THIATH THTTTS ST FIAT;
‘i%IHI*qTH\rIITCI?EﬁVMM F IR & form, oY zeprmmss swrorasr i weter, Foas e ®

ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ?wﬁ?ﬁmﬁﬁwﬁwﬁ@wwwwmﬁﬁw
FIAT,
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xi. AT THRETE AT AT AT TT0T TH A FEATS T T aTF A1E FT qHiwT FLAT T
wﬁﬁ—cﬁwaﬁﬁsowmﬁwmﬁwm
Xii. 3‘=ﬁ'ﬂ1‘c% et & qea Aar ® O A A7 daETE T TAEE TN HIAFRT FT SHA

xXiii. WW%WW@WWWWW

xiv.  SITEREAT % TTEETEl FT AqAAT T FA A7 FAfq H AT THOTT G B AT I H
fger &,

Xv. I T US(EHd THE SHMETE HIH] & dgd Gsiwol & U e Todq S\t ot § a1
AT TEFET Tt g 37 Bl FemEm/sfaataaar & e §, S 26 & gaaTe #1
AT T F AT, TOTEF ST UHT TH1E 7 st v fHaifa eatar & foro w2 fran sawar 21

Xvi.  EETE AT AT FE AR T E T T EwE AT Fw

4) THETH TATEF, TOI-GHT T2, HATAT AT % ATHET &, THAT [GFH11 % FAFGIT § &0
SUTFT THH ST ATl ATSTAATY, 37T AL ST F TFHaT 2

8. Tt TRt ik 3% w1 — (1) v aE R afEtet w1 T w7 gwar g e ARt
IO F STUterd S9 Tad aTd 95, Satad HATa /AT F gtatate, Eug-aeg G@ews, s a9t
S 3= et % wiatater anfaer i,

(2) TR |ETT arse Tfafafedt & arg-ary At S i T sageEar 97 FEw #7d gu
IeqTat & for fatorse s ames BwfEa FEh s saeht adfer wah;

(3) ARt \fATY T smTvfieer F forw Searat F geatsa d vt oft Rt w0,

(4) TFAET AR fafore shmTE e AERT Fa a9Y, SaETST SEeEe 3o ATES UY A
T qHAT E;

(5) Tt FTATY TOTTH T AT RIS F;

(6) T7 TEHATRT FIATT TTEF F FIT HIIHT 6T ST ATt et o7 T et Aol X S 91 918
i

9. THHTE A — (1) g TIEA TATHF T T@vd H F1F FEM FLFT AAATSA THETH e
W%WWW%&TMW%MH = ATl * arg-ary, Feferfaa o

. THMTH/ET ATAAT YT S AT A8 T fog® Thidad ScaTal I7 IREIRE &9 F Jream
T FATET iAo IATEL % IcqTash/ [t/ mama;

ii.  TH ScaTeE/Aatas/araas Rregie Aata/srana afta ow T sheafenT FEFAT (e/Haagi)
T STATAT 2;

iii.  STTferRd T HeATIAEal, AT Te AT AT ST, e g ger He;
(2) =T AT TeAT AT USHEToT % FIS TAETT Aol HGM;
(3) THMTH/AT ATAAT T = T AT FA=8F SHRIATA IcATaT AT TETF & H AT I
FATITSI THhIoTae] SCATRT % IcaTah !/ HATARI/AATAFT F G | STAFTT 3T ITF IcATal F faaeor &7
“lléc’l QT I9esed ShITAT SITUAT,
(4) Fata/smaTa afgd o TR FERT (FE/ATUEI) AT a1 IcATah !/ ATt/
F I | ATARTL ST I ITATET 6 [0 T It I ITAH FHLTAT SATUIT;
(5) =H ATALFAT F TTALTAT F ATATAT F AT H ATAHET TG FIA ATAT ATAF FA e RArE (1
e & 31 W= A rater F forw) aft oStipa deAmst g o fAsiT a¥ % 30 S 9% JAarEd w0
ST #T ST
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(6) FE TIE I HEATSA T HEAT T AL T ST SHIATS THO F {70 STIAT e STHT FIA 2 37
JAF T T T 3T % fa%g saraTs yariorg Icarat Y fosfy &t gram a7 off /e w@m

10. T S 3T WEwH — (1) TTHF TF AAATST A9 3T ST WEHH AT FGET TH]
TITAE H HATIT ITATEH /AT /Ratadht ¥ 2 Tt THAm: THI I aTHe gir ofiT 309 vy
THI-AGTONT ATAEET 6 dT § STAHET &8 T A ST IATE HT TAET ATHA a1 3l

(2) TH WIEHH IT TR HT STIAT FT GETAT & 6 (o7 ITET F TATECO(1 TATE, THRIETH THTO0TT
ITATET F AT, TATIH JLHI ST 7T SSAHE &= F 9 § R 3w ¥4 sreqas afgq et
JETIT Y ST

1. ARG TS FATITRAT — (1) TEF TG AT ATWT THMTH TATITHRATA F AT o
THAT FIHT F T8 ST H THIT T T&H/TAAHLT T F N0 shia o AEe! & Aqarad #7
TATIH TN T AT THRIATE TATTAFRAT AT ITH HEITT gAY,

(2) ST THATH TATIAFAT THIEIAT A THT FT H1 F3T, SEH 7 qIa1 % qF-97, FEEe
FT I FAT, FHA AT, FEET FT AGT-TEAT FIAT, THI o [ERT/AAATHRT T FETer F#3ar,
ST T S T 2

(3) TTFErFa ST TATIAFHAT TATHF G HATIOTd SHIATH T TT TSMH0T FHT,

(4) TTTEFT SHHTS TATTAHAT SHIHTE HIAT F g el [ReTHae & AT T e 1
[GIECEATIS

(5) wTferFa TR HATIAFHAT THTTTS HT TG FLA/THHT A HLT FA F 0 g w1 {Rare
TET T

(6) ITTEFa THMTH HATIAFAT Tor T a9 FT 2T & I a9 & 0 a9 it 31 7 & AT IqH T2 T2
X et wig § arfis Red arfae w4

12.  THMETH F ITINT 9L IR FARrert o AEsr - (1) aoe AT 8§, s arat % arg-am,
TS | FHA AT, THIATS F FEIART I T(Y TG, Hiwe T 9% FTUHRET FAT, AT F1F 00| T8
TTTErFd ShHTS TATTARAT FTLT 0T ST ATAT A TATSAT & AT 21T

(2) TeTEF T AT AIA A H A AT TeF AT T sitaEt F Areww 7 Fafa e
THTIERT % SAHT ATATAA % [oIT IATE FT qeA T FHIT TTEF, ST It=q 2, forwraa fro s
X AT UET T F3M| T TATIT G gF TTe-=F & AT |l 7 1 T 2;

(3) werHE THMTE FIHET F dgd THIO IATE F Hag § Hr 1% R oft fowra ¥ aw #
ST/ AT/ FAATTH T G FAT AT TH IITEH/AATAH/ AT & e F % o foeradi #7
IR & 3T SART THTHTT FE| TATHF ITIRTHRAT & fOFrraswat £t qg=ma #7 f&ar a7 2;

(4) zwmTH At F qgd ywTier ARt TomEE 91 IHF G9 § 0 Areft USRt i q«ted shrerae
ITATE HIFEET & AATAT T (ATt % forg @it siae=r= ST e = Aqata <,

(5) =T FEEl F qefiv ST/ FATaE TEE Y ST Aeag TSR w39 IET
% Tgd T&E HAM, T § Hatea TqTiora Iearg F7 IJearea/faia & S g, o smantaa s«
ICTE T AT H ASTOT ST T TgA 01| ATee-H1er0r et «ff Sf=a 9697 9% a7 93 =491 & 911
a1 ZErek foaT ot B S Eehar

(6) s FRET gt et vSitet S| aw w1 REA g7 SHE of a9 & 31 ’E & AT I g
THMETE qrea av gt so & arfis Red o £35h

13. TST GLHYET ST &1 6 qAwr — (1) 757 Tquor [ a2 (verdiefe)/sguor A
Ttafa (Freeh) i e 1 agrar 7 {iieg, ywresi, @smEt, Tl a1 =97 F UH S qreet
F ATLAH T THIATH FIAT F I | THTEFRdT Ta27 F3310;
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(2) Trs7 wgur =T A1 (TEdETET)/sSgur FeEer afata (fEE) o g S Rar-Adent
ST ITTErETE 3 STIETY ST HIHT & FTATaaT 6 o0 H1 F0

14.  THETH FY AIFET — (1) T=TT TATT T BT 9% Fg qeHhTe Taiaor f qea siiv /e 9
Tatera T oft T % ATea | THETE T ATHGd FL Tl 7, (2) H=ra atafa i e 9
% AYERTE THHTE THIO FT AqT F oI 3uTT ¢ Jehedt 81

15. wi~g= gfafa -

1. THET FEE F 79 FEaay F o d@=res afafa w s £ R w1 F oo
qee, FAIT TGO A= G AT AemeAdT H Fg AHT FET UF AT BT WA AT

SO,

2. g AfAfa zwme Fawl s fF AT #E0 i wareal # @ # F O
AFTF ST oY F;

3. AT *T AT T & @ Y 991" F qEiede 3T gdaeqor &1 off F1 F/iar
STTUATT;

4. wfafy # getea derei/fAan F sfafate, s st % vt siv ser adteg faams
g |t 1 srewer oo wfata § G off Baares / @ers w1 agafea #7 a6qr g;

5. #fufa swms Mt & J=res 7 S forwraar $fiw forrrat #1 e F43
[T, 5. THUHUH-12/56/2022 — THTHTH-TTE(2)]
FIRET JE TR, Y A

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 11th October 2023

S.0. 4441(E).—Whereas, the Government of India in the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate
Change had notified a Scheme on labelling of environment friendly products — ‘Ecomark’ vide notification number
G.S.R. 85 (E), dated the 21* February, 1991 in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part II, section 3, sub-section (i),
to provide accreditation and labelling for household and other consumer products which meet certain environmental
criteria along with quality requirements of the Indian Standards for that product.

And whereas, the Ecomark Scheme infer-alia provided a tool to the consumers to pursue sustainable
consumption patterns as well as to the industry to implement environment-friendly processes or production methods.

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by by sub-section (1), clause (ii) of sub-section 2 of
section 3, sub-section (1) of section 6, and sub-section (1) of section 25 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29
of 1986) and in supersession of G.S.R. 85 (E), 1991, the Central Government hereby specify the following Rules, on
Eco-labelling of Product - the Ecomark Certification Rules, 2023, for information of the public likely to be affected
thereby and notice is hereby given that the said notification will be taken into consideration on or after the expiry of a
period of thirty (30) days from the date of publication of the draft in the official Gazette;

The objections or suggestions, which may be received from any person with respect to the said Notification
within the period specified above, will be taken into consideration by the Central Government;

Objections or suggestions, if any, may be addressed to the Joint Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change, Indira Paryavaran Bhawan, Jor Bagh Road, New Delhi - 110003 and may be sent to e-mail id:

sohsmd-mef@gov.in

1. Short Title, Application and Commencement — (1) This shall be called the Ecomark Certification Rules,
2023.
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(2) This Notification shall apply to any product which is produced or supplied for distribution, or use in the market,
unless otherwise excluded under the Ecomark Certification Rules.

(3) It shall come into force on the date of its publication in the Official Gazette.

2. Introduction — (1) The Ecomark Certification Rules (hereinafter referred to as ‘the Ecomark Rules’) is for
labelling of products which will have lesser adverse impacts on the environment, with the objective to encourage the
consumers to adopt such products as well as the manufacturers for transitioning to production of Ecomark certified
products for promoting sustainability.

(2) The Ecomark Rules will promote environmental friendly products and ensure environmental performance of such
products w.r.t. resource consumption and environmental impacts, in particular the impact on climate change, the
impact on nature and biodiversity, energy consumption, generation of waste, emissions to all environmental media,
pollution through physical effects and use and release of hazardous substances.

(3) The Ecomark Rules will provide labelling to products that meet approved environmental criteria.

3. Objectives — (1) The Ecomark Rules are intended to encourage the demand for environmental friendly
products that cause lesser adverse impacts on the environment thereby supporting the principles of ‘LiFE (Lifestyle
for Environment)’, promoting resource efficiency & circular economy and preventing misleading information on
environmental aspects of products.

(2) The overall objectives of the Ecomark Rules are as follows:-

a. build consumer awareness on environmental issues and of the implications of their choices,
thereby generating a change towards more environmental friendly behaviour and consumption
patterns;

b. encourage manufacturers for transitioning to production of Ecomark certified products;
c. prevent misleading and deceptive information with respect to fraudulent use of Ecomark label.
4. Definitions— (1) In Ecomark Rules, the following definitions shall apply —

a. ‘Designated Ecomark Verifier’ means an agency/person designated to carry out verification of the product
against set criteria;

b. ’Act’ means the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986), as amended from time to time;

c. ‘Audit’ means evaluation by a third party of the functioning of Designated Ecomark Verifiers, other third
parties, various service providers for effective, impartial and fair functioning of the Ecomark Certification
Rules;

d. ‘Ecomark Certificate’ means a certificate issued under the Ecomark Rules by the Administrator authorising
a person or a body of persons to mark its product with the Ecomark;

e. ‘Ecomark Certificate Holder’ means a business operator authorized by an Ecomark Administrator to use
Ecomark label;

f.  ‘Conformity Assessment’ means evaluation by the Designated Ecomark Verifier of a product for its
compliance with specified eco labelling criteria for the award/renewal of Ecomark certificate;

g. ‘Consumer’ means any person who buys any product with a consideration that it will have lesser adverse
impacts on the environment;

h. ‘Environmental aspect’ means aspects of products which can interact with the environment;

i.  ‘Environmental impact’ means any change to the environment, whether adverse or beneficial, wholly or
partially resulting from products;

j-  ‘Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)’ means an environmental strategy in which a producer’s
responsibility for a product is extended to the post-consumer stage of a product’s life cycle especially for
recycling, and disposal of their products once those products are designated as no longer useful by
consumers.

k. ‘Fitness for purpose’ means ability of a product to serve a defined purpose under specific conditions;

l.  ‘Market Surveillance’ means evaluation by a third party that Ecomark certified product conforms to
specified eco labelling requirements. Market surveillance shall inter-alia include picking samples from
market, keeping an eye on misuse of Ecomark, raiding suspected places etc.;

m. ‘Misleading advertisement’ in relation to any product, means an advertisement, which deliberately conceals
important information or is likely to mislead the consumers on the environmental aspect of such product;
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n. ‘Portal’ means the online mechanism for implementation of Ecomark Rules;

0. ‘Process’ means procedures in which a product is manufactured or a service is delivered. It may include the
processes involved in upstream and downstream value chain;

p.- ‘Product’ means any goods or service or process;
| 9 1 1 .
q. 'Producer’ means a manufacturer or a service provider;
r.  ‘Product category’ means group of products which have equivalent function;

s.  ‘Product environmental criteria’ means environmental requirements that the product shall meet in order to
be awarded an environmental label;

t.  ‘Third party’ means a person or body that is recognized as being independent of the parties involved, as
concerns the issue in question;

(2) Words and expressions used in this notification and not defined herein but defined in the Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986 or any other rules or regulations issued under the said Act, shall have the same meaning as assigned to them
respectively in the Act, or such other rules or regulations.

5. Criteria for Ecomark — (1) Environmental criteria for each product /product category under Ecomark Rules
shall be notified by the Central Government. The criteria shall be for broad environmental levels and aspects, with
specific criteria at the product level.

(2) Certification of Standards Body (national or international) for quality and safety, or mandate of Quality Control
Orders shall be pre-requisite for Ecomark.

(3) Products will be examined in terms environmental impacts which infer-alia include, but not limited to the
following —

i. That they have substantially less potential for pollution, environmental impact, minimize or eliminate
generation of waste and environmental emissions, than other comparable products;

ii. That they are recyclable and/or made from recycled products where comparable products are not;

iii. That they make significant contribution to saving non-renewable resources, including non-renewable energy
sources and natural resources, compared to comparable products;

iv. That the product contributes to reduction in respect of such product primary criteria, which have adverse
impacts on the environment, that are specifically set for each of the product/product categories;

(4) Product primary criteria shall inter-alia include, but not limited to the following —

. Production or process including source of raw material;
ii. Use of natural resources;
ii. Likely impact on the environment;
iv. Effect & extent of emissions/waste arising from the production process;

V. Disposal of the product and its packaging;

Vi. Compliance to Extended Producer Responsibility regulations (where applicable);
vii. Utilization of waste and recycled materials;
viii. Suitability for recycling;
ix. Substitution of hazardous substances with safer ones.
6. Implementation Mechanism of the Ecomark Rules — (1)  The Central Government will administer the

Ecomark Rules with an objective to enhance the efforts for protecting and conserving the environment in the country.
The governance of the Ecomark Rules for its effective implementation shall vest in the Steering Committee. The
Steering Committee will comprise representatives from the concerned Ministries/Departments, domain experts,
representatives from industry associations, consumer groups and other relevant stakeholders.

(2) Steering Committee shall have the following functions:
i. Grant approvals in respect of the following:
a. framework for institutionalizing the Ecomark Rules;

b. initiatives to incentivize the Ecomark certified business operators;
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c. notify product/product categories to be included in the Ecomark Rules on the recommendations of the
Ecomark Administrator;

d. recognition of domestic as well as international voluntary ecolabelling programme;
e. activities related to creation of mass awareness for promotion of the Ecomark Rules;
f. strategies for promotion and future development of the Ecomark Rules.
ii. Make recommendations to the Central Government in respect of following:
determine the product/product category to be included in the Ecomark Rules;
b. inclusion of Ecomark products in public procurement under GeM portal;
c. allocation of resources for implementation of the Ecomark Rules.
d. measures for adoption of Ecomark;
iii. Review and monitoring of the implementation of the Ecomark Rules:
a. duration to review the Ecomark criteria in respect of Ecomark product(s);

b. support any research/activity for evaluation of environmental impacts of the product(s) and/or formulation of
Ecomark criteria;

c. annual implementation reports for effective and efficient implementation of the provisions of the Ecomark
Rules.

d. disputes arising from time to time and/or on representations received in this regard, and refer to the Ministry
any substantial issue arisen, pertaining to the Ecomark Rules;

iv. Guide on mutual recognition of international ecolabelling programme;
v. Any other function as may be assigned by the Central Government.
(3) Steering Committee shall meet at least twice in a year, or as may be required.

(4) In case of false disclosures and fraudulent claims, penalties may be levied as per Section 15 of the Environment
(Protection) Act of 1986.

7. Ecomark Administrator and its functions — (1) The Ecomark Administrator (hereinafter referred to as ‘the
Administrator”) shall be responsible for implementation of the Ecomark Rules.

(2) The Central Pollution Control Board shall be the Administrator of the Ecomark Rules.
(3) The responsibilities of the Administrator shall include the following:
i.  Develop guidelines in respect of following:
a. framework for institutionalizing the Ecomark Rules;

b. development of Ecomark Web portal and Knowledge/Database platform within six months of date
of publication of the notification;

for designation of Ecomark Verifiers;

d. for appointing third parties for carrying out market surveillance activities;
e. for fixing fees to be charged by Designated Ecomark Verifiers, third parties empanelled for market
surveillance, any other third party empanelled for the services rendered by them;
ii. identify the products to be covered under Ecomark Rules;
ii. constitute technical committees for different products under the Ecomark Rules; to develop the specific
criteria that a product shall comply with in order to be certified under the Ecomark Rules;
iv. review the existing state of knowledge and the environmental criteria being followed domestically/in other
countries;
v. develop initiatives to incentivize the Ecomark certified entities for adoption of Ecomark, as approved by the
Steering Committee;
vi. register Designated Ecomark Verifiers, third party for market surveillance and third party on Ecomark web
portal;
vii. empanel Designated Ecomark Verifiers, and third parties for Market Surveillance as well as audit;
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viii. issue the Ecomark certificate based on verification authorising a person or a body of persons to mark its
product with the Ecomark or recognised eco label;
iX. review, suspend, or cancel a Ecomark certificate, for the use of the Ecomark or recognised eco label;
X. review Ecomark criteria from time to time taking technology development and market evolution into
consideration;
Xi. compile the annual reports submitted by all the Ecomark or other recognised eco label entities and submit to
Steering Committee by 30th June of the next financial year;
Xii. assess domestic or international voluntary ecolabelling programme, for recognition under Ecomark Rules;
Xiii. assess international ecolabelling programme, for mutual recognition;
Xiv. direct the Ecomark certificate holders to pay compensation in case of non-compliance of provisions of the
Notification;
XV. in case, any registered entity furnishes false information or willfully conceals information for getting

registration required to be provided/furnished under the Ecomark Rules or in case of any
malpractice/irregularity, the registration of such entity may be revoked by the Administrator for a prescribed
period after giving an opportunity to be heard;

XVi. any other function as assigned by the Steering Committee or the Central Government.

(4) Ecomark Administrator may, from time to time, issue notifications and orders, with the approval of the Steering
Committee, as considered appropriate for the implementation of the Ecomark Rules.

8. Technical Committees and their functions — (1) The Administrator may constitute Technical Committees
comprising of members having requisite knowledge from the specified categories, representatives from concerned
Ministries/Departments, subject matter experts, representatives from industry associations and other stakeholders;

(2) Technical Committee will develop and review the specific Ecomark criteria for products, in light of market
developments as well as technological advancements and considering economic viability;

(3) Technical Committee will also develop the process of evaluation of products for Ecomark certification;

(4) Technical Committee may consider international ecolabel product criteria while developing the specific Ecomark
criteria;

(5) Technical Committee shall make its recommendations to the Administrator;

(6) Technical Committee shall advise on any other technical matter referred to by the Administrator.

9. Ecomark Portal — (1) This Portal would function under the supervision of the Administrator. The entities to
be registered on the centralized online Ecomark Portal shall inter-alia include:

i. Producers/Exporters/Importers of Ecomark/other recognized domestic or international voluntary ecolabel
products or mutually recognized international ecolabel products;

il. Producers/Exporters/Importers who have adopted other ecolabelling programs (domestic/international)
including for the purpose of exports/imports;

iil. Designated Ecomark Verifiers, third party market surveillance entities, other third party entities;
(2) No entity shall carry out any business without registration;

(3) The information about producers/exporters/importers of Ecomark/other recognised domestic or international
voluntary ecolabel products or mutually recognized international ecolabel products and the details of their products
will be made available on the portal;

(4) The information about producers/exporters/importers who have adopted other ecolabelling programs
(domestic/international) including for the purpose of exports/imports and the details of their products will be made
available on the portal;

(5) Annual implementation report (for the period 1% April to 31% March) providing information about the compliance
of provisions of this notification shall be submitted by all registered entities, by 30" June of the next financial year, to
the Administrator;

(6) The Portal shall keep track of the number of entities that submit their application for Ecomark certification and
also the quantum of sale of Ecomark certified products made against each Ecomark certified product.
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10.  Knowledge and Database Platform — (1) The Administrator shall develop an online knowledge and database
platform. Database shall consist of all Ecomark certified products linked to respective producers/importers/exporters
and giving information on eco-labelling criteria that make the product environment friendly.

(2) This Platform shall publish information including reports and case studies regarding environmental impact of
products, benefits of Ecomark certified products, best practices and other emerging areas in order to promote adoption
of ecolabelling.

11.  Designated Ecomark Verifiers —

(1) The Administrator by itself or through Designated Ecomark verifiers shall verify compliance with ecolabelling
criteria for the award/renewal of certificate to products under the Ecomark Rules. Designated Ecomark Verifiers shall
be accredited entities;

(2) Designated Ecomark verifiers shall undertake conformity assessment which inter-alia may include visiting factory,
drawing samples, audit of factory, recommending for award/renewal of certification.

(3) Designated Ecomark verifiers shall register on the Ecomark portal maintained by the Administrator;

(4) Designated Ecomark verifiers shall carry out their activities in accordance with the prescribed guidelines under the
Ecomark Rules;

(5) Designated Ecomark verifiers shall submit the reports to the Administrator for grant / renewal of certificate;

(6) Designated Ecomark verifiers shall file annual returns in the prescribed form on the portal on or before 31% May of
succeeding the year, to which the return relates.

12. Market surveillance and control of the use of the Ecomark — (1) Market surveillance shall inter-alia include
picking samples from market, keeping an eye on misuse of Ecomark, raiding suspected places etc. It shall be different
from the activities to be undertaken by Designated Ecomark verifiers.

(2) The Administrator shall by itself or through its empanelled third party market surveillance agencies, evaluate that
the product for compliance according to the certification, on a regular basis. Administrator shall, as appropriate, also
undertake such verification upon complaint. These verifications may take the form of random spot-checks;

(3) The Administrator shall inform the producer/importer/exporter of any complaints made concerning the product
bearing certified under the Ecomark Rules, and shall request the producer/importer/exporter to reply and resolve the
complaint(s). The Administrator may withhold the identity of the complainant from the user;

(4) The certified manufacturer under the Ecomark Rules shall allow the Administrator or its empanelled agencies to
undertake all necessary investigations to monitor its compliance with the respective ecolabel product criteria;

(5) The producer/importer/exporter under the Ecomark Rules shall grant access to the premises from which the
certified product concerned is produced/exported and storage space in India of imported certified product, to the
Administrator and its empanelled agencies. The site-inspection may be made with or without prior notice at any
reasonable time;

(6) Market surveillance third party agencies shall file annual returns in the prescribed form on the Ecomark Portal on
or before 31% May of the succeeding year, to which the return relates.

13. Role of State Government/Union Territories — (1) The State Pollution Control Board (SPCB)/ Pollution
Control Committee (PCC) shall create awareness about the Ecomark Rules through media, publications,
advertisements, posters or by such other means of communication with the support of Local Bodies;

(2) State Pollution Control Board (SPCB)/ Pollution Control Committee (PCC) shall undertake activities for
implementation of the Ecomark Rules in accordance with the guidelines and authorization issued by the
Administrator.

14. Adoption of the Ecomark — (1) The Central Government on recommendation of the Steering Committee
may incentivize Ecomark through any program related to protection and conservation of environment;

(2) The Central Government, on recommendation of the Steering Committee, may take measures for the adoption of
Ecomark Certification.

15. Implementation Committee —

1. A Committee shall be constituted by the Central Government under chairpersonship of Chairman, Central
Pollution Control Board to recommend measures to Steering Committee for effective implementation of the
Ecomark Rules;

2. The Committee shall monitor the implementation of the Ecomark Rules and also take such measures as
required for removal of difficulties;
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The Committee shall also be tasked with the guiding and supervision of the development and operation of the
online portal,

The Committee shall comprise of representatives of the concerned Ministries/Departments, representatives of
industry associations and other relevant stakeholders. The Chairperson of the Committee may co-opt any
stakeholder/expert to this Committee;

The Committee shall redress grievance and complaints arising out of the operation of the Ecomark Rules.
[F.No.12/56/2022-HSM-Part(2)]
NAMEETA PRASAD, Jt. Secy.

Uploaded by Dte. of Printing at Government of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi-110064
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054. o

317



