
in terms of overall productivity. Many food processing businesses operate in the small 
and medium enterprises sector, which often lacks the resources needed to upgrade 
their facilities and machineries to latest technology. Hence, it faces challenges like 
wastage and contamination. Sir, considering the present situation, the Union 
Government must take immediate action to improve the cold storage and logistics of 
farm produce at the village level across the country. I also call upon the Union 
Government to announce a minimum selling price for all farm produce, and announce 
special schemes to build more cold storage centres across the country, to benefit the 
farmers and to prevent unforeseen price hike of the agro products which are badly 
affecting the common man. Thank you, Sir. 
 
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with 
the Zero Hour mention raised by the hon. Member, Shri M. Mohamed Abdulla:  Shri 
P. Wilson (Tamil Nadu), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shri Abir Ranjan Biswas (West 
Bengal), Dr. Fauzia Khan (Maharashtra), Dr. Santanu Sen (West Bengal), Dr. 
Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Dr. Amar Patnaik (Odisha), Shrimati Jebi Mather Hisham 
(Kerala), Shri A. A. Rahim (Kerala), Dr. Kanimozhi NVN Somu and Shri Ahmad 
Ashfaque Karim (Bihar).  

The next speaker is Shrimati Mamata Mohanta; request to promote Santhali 
Sarees in the country. 
 

Need to promote Santhali Sarees in the country 
 

Ǜीमती ममता मोहंता (ओिडशा): उपसभापित महोदय, आपका धन्यवाद िक आपने मुझे इस 
महत्वपूणर् िवषय पर बोलने का मौका िदया है। 
 महोदय, ओिडशा मȂ सथंाल समुदाय की बड़ी आबादी है। िसफर्  ओिडशा मȂ ही नहीं, भारत 
देश के बहुत से राज्यȗ मȂ इसकी आबादी है। सÎंकृित, परÇपरा और जीवन-शैली के मामले मȂ यह 
सथंाल समुदाय अपनी िविशÍट पहचान रखता है।  इस समुदाय की भाषा को पहले ही सिंवधान की 
आठवीं अनुसूची मȂ शािमल िकया गया है। यह समुदाय अपने पहनावे, कपड़ȗ को लेकर भी काफी 
चचार् मȂ रहता है। सथंाल समुदाय की मिहलाओं ǎारा Ëयवहार िकये जाने वाले वÎतर् को सथंाली, 
झाल और पछंी साड़ी बोलते हȅ। इस सथंाली साड़ी को हर कोई बहुत पसंद करता है। यह साड़ी 
इस समुदाय की परÇपरा से भी जुड़ी हुई है।  उनके िलए पूजा, पवर्, शादी-Åयाह जैसे िविभन्न 
कायर्कर्मȗ मȂ यह साड़ी पहनना अिनवायर् होता है।   
 महोदय, आपको बता दँू िक देश की Ģथम नागिरक, महामिहम राÍटर्पित दर्ौपदी मुमूर् जी के 
शपथ गर्हण समारोह मȂ यह सथंाली साड़ी काफी चचार् मȂ आयी थी। यह साड़ी हमारी महामिहम 
राÍटर्पित जी को भी बहुत पसदं है। वतर्मान समय मȂ इस सथंाली साड़ी को सरंक्षण और बढ़ावा देने 
की जरूरत है।  इसी से समाज के सामािजक-आिर्थक िवकास मȂ योगदान होगा।  
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 महोदय, मȅ आपका ध्यान आकिर्षत करना चाहँूगी िक ओिडशा की सबंलपुरी साड़ी को 
काफी बढ़ावा िमला है। िवÌव के िविभन्न देशȗ मȂ संबलपुरी साड़ी लोगȗ की पसदं बन चुकी है। ऐसे 
ही सथंाली साड़ी को भी Ģोत्साहन की जरूरत है।   
 महोदय, मȅ आपके माध्यम से वÎतर् मंतर्ालय से अनुरोध करना चाहँूगी िक सथंाली और 
झाल साड़ी के सरंक्षण और िवकास के िलए कदम उठाए जाएँ, धन्यवाद। 
 
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with 
the Zero Hour mention raised by the hon. Member, Shrimati Mamata Mohanta:  Dr. 
Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Dr. Amar Patnaik (Odisha), Shrimati Sulata Deo (Odisha), 
Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha), Shri Kamakhya Prasad Tasa (Assam), Ms. Dola Sen 
(West Bengal), Shri P. Wilson (Tamil Nadu), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shri Abir 
Ranjan Biswas (West Bengal), Dr. Fauzia Khan (Maharashtra) and Dr. Santanu Sen 
(West Bengal), Dr. Kanimozhi NVN Somu Shri M. Mohamed Abdulla(Tamil Nadu). 

The next speaker is Shri Digvijaya Singh; demand to implement the 
recommendations of Koshiyari Committee in respect of Employees' Pension Scheme, 
1995; not present. The next speaker is Shri G.V.L. Narasimha Rao; need to 
implement urgent measures for revival of RINL, Visakhapatnam Steel Plant.  
 
Need to implement urgent measures for revival of RINL, Visakhapatnam Steel Plant 

 
SHRI G.V.L. NARASIMHA RAO (Uttar Pradesh): Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman, 
Sir, for giving me this opportunity.  My Zero Hour submission is regarding 'need to 
support and strengthen RINL, popularly known as Visakhapatnam Steel Plant.  

Sir, the steel plant was established in eighties after years of agitation and 
sacrifice of lives of 32 people. The plant came into production in the year 1989. There 
has been a demand for preferential allotment of captive iron ore mines. Successive 
Governments have not provided these mines and as a result, the cost of production 
of RINL is significantly higher compared to the same in other plants. Sir, for ten years, 
Congress came to power in Delhi in 2004 only because they won 34 out of 42 seats 
from Andhra Pradesh. But, despite that, they also had their Government in Andhra 
Pradesh from 2004 to 2014. But there was a complete neglect. There was no 
allotment of captive iron ore mines in favour of RINL. On the contrary, they invested 
over Rs. 2,000 crores in a Forged Wheel Plant in Raebareli, several thousand 
kilometres away, only to placate their Congress President and also the then and 
present MP from the same constituency. They also invested at a time when RINL had 
cash reserves. They invested over Rs. 14,500 crores for expansion which actually put 
heavy interest burden on RINL. 
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