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only 45%, that is, there has been a 55% reduction of water storage in these
reservoirs in Karnataka.

The scarcity of rainfall has also resulted in the reduction of groundwater level.
The groundwater level has decreased by 11%. As a result of this, 223 Talukas out of
236 have been declared as drought-prone. There is a very high possibility of drinking
water scarcity in 600 village panchayats across the state. In Karnataka, 83 lakh
hectares of land is cultivated every year. However, in the current year, only 74 lakh
hectares of land is cultivated, out of which 48 lakh hectares of land has suffered crop
loss due to severe scarcity of water for irrigation. There will be a severe shortage of
fodder for livestock. It is extremely unfortunate, that around 456 farmers have
committed suicide in this financial year. When the people of Karnataka are facing
such serious problems, the Congress Government of Karnataka, instead of taking any
effective measures, is pointing fingers at the Central Government. If we analyze the
figures from 2006 to 2014, the Government led by Congress had allocated only 812
crore rupees to SDRF and 3,232 crore rupees to NDRF in Karnataka. The Central
Government under the leadership of our Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi ji, has
increased SDRF allocation to 2,778 crore rupees and NDRF allocation to 12,542 crore
rupees, and still, the Karnataka State Government is criticizing the Central
Government.

The Congress party has failed terribly to keep up their election promises. The
Karnataka Government has not taken any steps to resolve the severe shortage of
water. The false assurance and total failure of the Congress Government has left the
farmers helpless. The only hope that the people of Karnataka have is in the form of
our Prime Minister Narendra Modi ji. | hereby request the Central Government to
intervene and help us to tackle this severe problem of drought. Namaskar! "

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with
the matter raised by Shri lranna Kadadi: Shri Dhananjay Bhimrao Mahadik
(Maharashtra), Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha) and Dr.
Amar Patnaik (Odisha).

Demand to restore the operation of train between Narkatiaganj and Raxaul in Bihar
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