[ 8 December, 2023 ]
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with
the Zero Hour mention raised by the hon. Member, Shri Harnath Singh Yadav: Dr.
Amar Patnaik (Odisha), Dr. Anil Sukhdeorao Bonde (Maharashtra), Shri Vijay Pal
Singh Tomar (Uttar Pradesh), Shri Ram Chander Jangra (Haryana), Shri Sadanand
Shet Tanawde (Goa).
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Demand for stoppage of Vande Bharat train nos. 22439/22440 at
Pathankot Railway Station
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FIde= R T8l g1 9 WIRA ¢ faeell I HexT 31 3R Hexl ¥ faeell Sk §U
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with
the Zero Hour mention raised by the hon. Member, Ms. Indu Bala Goswami: Shri
Maharaja Sanajaoba Leishemba (Manipur), Dr. Sikander Kumar (Himachal
Pradesh), Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Dr. Amar Patnaik (Odisha), Shri Sanjeev
Arora (Punjab), Shri M. Mohamed Abdulla, Dr. Fauzia Khan (Maharashtra).

The next speaker is Shri K.C. Venugopal; concern over alleged prevalence of
casteism and discriminatory practices in Central Universities, IITs and IIMs.

Alleged prevalence of casteism and discriminatory practices in Central Universities,
lITs and [IMs

SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL (Rajasthan): Sir, | would like to draw the attention of this
august House towards a pressing incidence that needs an immediate intervention
from the Union Government. | have gone through an answer given by the hon.
Minister in Lok Sabha, which reveals that 13,626 students from the Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Communities have dropped out from
Central Universities, Indian Institutes of Technology and Indian Institutes of
Management during the last five years. The hon. Minister also has given a break-up
of the students who have dropped out from various institutions. Sir, 4,596 OBC
candidates and 2,424 SC and 2,629 ST students dropped out of Central Universities.
In the past five years, as many as 2,066 OBC candidates, 1,068 SC and 408 ST
students dropped out from lITs and 163 OBC, 188 SC and 91 ST candidates dropped
out from the IIMs in the same period. The Minister has been giving an explanation



