[ 13 December, 2023 ]

Demand to connect rail-route of Nauchandi Express running between Meerut to
Lucknow with Panipat via Bhudhana
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with
the mention made by the hon. Member, Shri Vijay Pal Singh Tomar: Dr. Radha
Mohan Das Agrawal, (Uttar Pradesh), Dr. Ashok Bajpai (Uttar Pradesh), Shri
Harnath Singh Yadav (Uttar Pradesh), Shrimati Kanta Kardam (Uttar Pradesh), Dr.
Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Dr. Santanu Sen (West Bengal) and Dr. Amar Patnaik
(Odisha).

Dr. K. Laxman. Issue of Misappropriation of Panchayati Raj Funds in the State
of Telangana.

Issue of misappropriation of Panchayati Raj funds in the State of Telangana

DR. K. LAXMAN (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, this is regarding misappropriation of
Panchayati Raj Funds in the State of Telangana. | would like the Minister concerned to
view the matter very seriously. Based on the recommendation of the 15" Finance
Commission, the Union Government transferred nearly Rs.3,500 crore for the local
bodies like Zila Parishad, Mandal Parishad and even for Gram Panchayats for the
welfare and other developmental activities in the respective Gram Panchayats.
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Sarpanches were entitled to draw the money and spend it for the welfare and other
developmental activities in the respective Gram Panchayats. But, unfortunately, the
officials of Panchayati Raj Department in the State, without the knowledge of
Sarpanches, misused the digital key of bank account of Sarpanches. And they
diverted the funds to pay old dues, advance payment of power bills, etc. which is
against the norms of the Panchayat Act. Over the last few years, funds allotted by the
Union Government are getting diverted and misused. | have also noticed that
MGNREGA funds are being diverted and utilized for other schemes. Earlier, mining
cess, registration and stamp duty were being given to local bodies which were useful
in taking up at least some minimum development work. But in the new Panchayat Act
brought in in the year 2018, amendments have been made so that these funds go to
the State Government only.

Sir, local bodies are suffering for shortage of funds and are unable to take up
minimum development programmes. | request the Union Minister to conduct a
comprehensive inquiry into all these deeds and take necessary steps to protect the
rights of the local bodies as per the 73 and 74" Constitution Amendments and
ensure that funds are deposited in the concerned village panchayat account so that
they can take up minimum necessary development activities for the welfare and
betterment of the villages. Thank you.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with
the Zero Hour matter raised by the hon. Member, Dr. K. Laxman: Dr. Fauzia Khan
(Maharashtra), Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha) and Dr. Amar Patnaik (Odisha), Shri
Dhananjay Bhimrao Mahadik (Maharashtra).

Demand for expansion of Patna Airport and starting air service from Patna to
Kathmandu
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