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SECRETARY-GENERAL: Sir, with your kind permission, | rise to report that the Lok
Sabha at its sitting held on the 12t December, 2023, passed —

(i) The Appropriation (No.3) Bill, 2023; and

(i) The Appropriation (No.4) Bill, 2023.

The Speaker has certified that these Bills are Money Bills within the meaning of
Article 110 of the Constitution.
| lay a copy each of the said Bills on the Table.

GOVERNMENT BILL - Contd.

The Chief Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Bill, 2023
&

Amendments for reference of the Bill to a Select Committee of the Rajya Sabha

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR GUPTA): Dr. Dinesh Sharma. You
have two minutes. ...(Interruptions)...

S1. famrer st (STR UQen): AER, | W1 DI HA1 Sif Bl 98Ts a1 A1g (6
I U YRS, et 3R e & HReT0T 3§ Alhdiid IRURISAT Pl AT G &
foTq I8 et o €1 H qwsre g o s 94l el &1 g3l 21 U8l &l Sl [t o1, 39
TN H 381 UBel B T DR [ITI I 312G 324 & eI Ueh AT I+ AfAf
D1 TS ThdT T ATI S<h AT FART AT T F3iT, a1 uicrve iR Ieaad
AT b G AT 3 DR g7l & MR 39 Hefer § f3fe) a91¢ S I /11
STIdH AT §RT {Hd1 7 I8 SRUR) Uy §l H oIl § &6 dlddit®
URURT3IT 1 SR BHRe §Y 319 Ueh IR yde fq I b1 S1R1cd Fdied Wl §R]
[REIRISIRGEE

Tl I AN UR 3 BT B, 1 AN T AL Teh WRAT31T BT 4T H guie:
FEI e BTl SHRST St fRAferat 3T, <Ime a1l & YehR ol H fafd=1 YR & Sl
RITAT & oG &, ITh! gl 7T, oifh 3T 99 &Y Ty Foal & 3MER W,
URETRIT & |1, THF ALl P A1 Yeb Ui g bl g1 Bl DH g9 [d8d H
fopaT a1 2, 99 32 $9d IR | THM TURTIT SoT5 1 H31 S d1d B SITHR ead
BIAT © 3R fquer, @™ IR & 9 99 g U AT, ST BTl 999 T A<l 3 <8,
I SR DI H TSI GHST U1 SIq ~Icl1 UiTer =g A § 230, 99 Ih] 5 a1
BT T 87 I Y& B el b4 I SIY? T I Y <1 Dl YfTUel &b 1 b =Y
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¥ HIASIR 9 © A1 d I8 91d © b W7ol ) g9RT =T, Ufcrger A8l 8 Adhar?
..(q9g o} 15Y)....

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR GUPTA): Hon. Member, please
conclude.

S1. f&=rer et /e, 31 ure] &1 a9 urE e &1 99 e T e

SURHTEIE (37 efte FAR T[N [1S UI o1 H3i1 St bl 11 B

S1. faTer oMl A=A, H 98 $E Ahdl g 1 TSl 39 9IS Bl Albaiid T3
&1 freqer giehar o1 qui R §U SR THM JBR & JTaeT=i dl FHIST B §Y Al
TIT 21 S AT I8 FHEI © [ I8 ArawIfid T81 8, Sl I8 §HSK © [d $aH veruTd
B bl ©, A § FHI1 g 6 99 &I (AT 281 ...(THa 3l 6. $O A a1 U
HEd © b Sl AT 3T § 97 TToe | I8, ST 4l I8 He 8 fb 3R 377 oidl
g -- P 0 9 R et o1t B, A1 1 @ it AAIghrdt off, St dfaers &
[og SHAROII T & 99y T, I ST fARTE B | H I8 A1 § [ 3111 BT I8
fereres quict: RATIAT SR ATehelifeh YRURTSN T SIRETU B+ dTell & 3R H SHh]
qUIcT: T BT §

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR GUPTA): Shri Binoy Viswam.
SHRI BINOY VISWAM (Kerala): How many minutes do | have, Sir?
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR GUPTA): Two minutes.

SHRI BINOY VISWAM: Sir, the total time allocated for this Bill was six hours.
According to that, we have a right to get six minutes. ...(/m‘errupz‘/ons)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR GUPTA): But here two minutes have
been mentioned. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI BINOY VISWAM: Sir, please tell me the reason. ... (Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR GUPTA): Please speak. Your time
has already started. ...(Interruptions)...
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SHRI BINOY VISWAM: How can | put up my points on such an important Bill in two
minutes? ...(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR GUPTA): Everyone has been given
two minutes. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI BINOY VISWAM: No, Sir. Total time allocated for this Bill was six hours.
...(Interruptions )...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR GUPTA): Your time is running out.
Please start. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI BINOY VISWAM (Kerala.): Sir, my time starts from now onwards for five
minutes.

Sir, yesterday, this House saw a scene -- our friends from the BJP, all of
them, were very vocal in supporting the Supreme Court. In a high esteem, they
praised the Supreme Court yesterday. And, today, what do you see? After 24 hours,
they say that Supreme Court is nothing! They forgot their words of yesterday. This is
the BJP, Sir. Dr. Ambedkar was quoted here very much. Our friend, Shri Tiruchi Siva,
quoted him and we all remember those words. That debate in the Assembly was
meant for framing of the Constitution and was very clear. The categorical point is that
the Election Commission should be free from the Executive interference and control.
But they want to bring it under the control of the Executive, the Prime Minister. For
them, Dr. Ambedkar is only for certain hours, certain needs. Normally, they are
following the footsteps of Hitler. Hitler had a total disregard for Parliament. In 1930s,
Hitler even banned the Reichstag, the German Parliament. These people are trying to
sabotage the Parliamentary democracy. Free and fair elections are not important for
them. That is why they want...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR GUPTA): Please conclude.
..(Interruptions)...

SHRI BINOY VISWAM: The Election Commission made by the bureaucrats, controlled
by the Prime Minister, obeying the diktats of the Prime Minister is going to see ‘one
nation, one election’ theory of the BJP; it is going to make big damage to the
country. And, they want to make sure that only one party would do everything here.
Sir, in 2018, Shri Amit Shah made a statement for the workers of the BJP.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR GUPTA): Please conclude

SHRI BINOY VISWAM: Sir, the last sentence. Shri Amit Shah said, if he wins the
election in 2019, then, for the next 50 years, they will control India. For that purpose,
they have brought this Bill. They want to make the Election Commission a goat in their
farm house.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR GUPTA):Thank you.

SHRI BINOY VISWAM: In that way, ( Time-bell rings.) we object to it, Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR GUPTA): Shrimati Mahua Maji.

ST AZSA ATSH (SIRES): WIS, $9 91 & UIRA Il 81 Il Fa4 I1 Iah] AR
<91 Bl AT, I8 I8 © [ {9 SRAR H 140 PRIS SHGRAT a7 YR Bl I9 g5
A a & BT H AR FIH g1 [*e0ed 3R TS AT UlshaT & fog TR 61 ok
S ST AT, I9 Q¥ & Al s Bl Yol Hag & o | A1 ST #H 9=t grei ol
IRB ¥ 29 9l BT ReIR fR1g HeAl g1 I8 3fae &, Jdagn-ie 8, da1 qred
IFSH AT AT FHT & AT DI IUETT &, Tdeel I & 3R IRTHM 2

ABIGY, ¥R Aldhadd & ol W (el g1 e g1 &, Sl 39 f[dd &
IR &I & 34 8 STTUHTT IS Chief Election Commissioner &1 ﬁ'ﬂﬁﬁ ¥ FTgeT
9gAd | BRM, O 98 g AR Bl SIRY wear ok yRSRar 9 g1d 4
HRTTIT? STAT B Db BRI b dIvH IR Aidite d Teds! 981 81 ¥&! Bl

eI, JAMYTH AT & U 98 I oD Bid & Hebl 3R gTall B 3T
91 BT o7 fob ST1ca &1 Ragindi Gefl ¥g=t =iy, i drsil it gary 3iax
31T Wb, T ST A Bl &, IR ST & b ATl AT 3R feeR Sarar
T¢ S 32 Bl

eIy, 34l Sl 19 RN &, I8 <2 DI FATd AN 2, S GH DIC a3
BT G DIC 8, Al Sl [de1 &, 98 19 AN DI AR DR BT A1 AN
AT =T8T 51 3R AU 19 3Gehi DI FYRH & Yol I G AT Bl 8T <
3R I BRI & regel e F31 §IRT g Y Bia-c H3i1 DI M BT 978 o, I
3TN g&! HRATT, S WRBR AT 3MRIR ARBR Chief Justice of India @I 51 B!
Y q1ER RI BT ATEd! 82 9 & TR IRBR Id] Yokl |l 39 dRE T AT
e B {5 a8 IRBRI MeH o, 3 IH I I & STof & SRIeR Jord e 2,
S WRER Y f9dt § 39 &7 9fd & aR1ER @1 Aed] 81 aAldhdiiad Avefaii
DI HHASIR B IR GOIRTAT & GOUANT BT g (4711 TRBR TR IR oI o &
g, Al F1 98 AT AN BT At 19 =07 # o1 angeh 2! onRaR 39 e &t
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SR T 87 G IAYh & F1d H G BIc & D6 SIReH DI 1 T8l 8l
LY 3R 59 ST H, Sl 19 FaRIY HHST §, IGH 3R dIe 81T, I i ol
I Uel H 1 BT, TN TR AT HTcTer 1 a1 SRRl & 7 ARBIR Dl I bl T8 YTl
1Ry o g 3 &1 a1 ATy 81§ A1 BIs U1 1o 8 © LR 3w
b AT [T 81 A<l uRecie giaddl g 81 Afe 89N AT & URT $HD] By
TSId ©, dI 910! ...(AWT P BY)... ISy, H T UeT I MMUh A1eqH I Ja! heAl
TTEdl g [ 84 I8 1 Y1 A1y 1 I8 aRedl-aqrel Bl R 781, I8 SIS Bl QR
EL...(q9 Bl T)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR GUPTA): Thank you. Thank you very
much.

SN WM HASft: I8 STLIRh BT SR B...(AHT B €Y. I§ SAG BT aR §l 99
S T o7, THART IT RT A1 G2, TR dAldhdd IR TR el

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR GUPTA): Ms. Indu Bala Goswami;
not present. Shri Abdul Wahab; not present. Shri Neeraj Shekhar; not present. Shri
Ajit Kumar Bhuyan; two minutes.

SHRI AJIT KUMAR BHUYAN (Assam): Sir, democracy and fundamental rights are
the soul of the Indian Constitution, and the Election Commission has been a very
strong instrument to utilize the confidence among people that their democratic rights
will be safe by getting elected representatives in a free and fair election process.

Sir, there has been an amendment in the process and the manner of
appointment of the Election Commission way back in 1991 when one-member
Commission was converted into three-members Commission to avoid monopoly of
one individual, and that amendment was supported by all political parties, including
the BJP. But now the amendment that has been put for consideration in the
Parliament has no consensus component and rather a bulldozing act.

Sir, the Election Commission must be perceived and honoured as
independent; then democracy will flourish. | am sorry to say, the selection of an
Election Commissioner will be compromised if the Government of the day has a
majority monopoly. The removal of the Chief Justice of India from the selection
process will certainly create a strong doubt in the minds of the people of opposition
that the incumbent Government has malice intent.

Sir, my sincere suggestion will be, if the Government of the day seems to be
seen as judicious in amendment of ECI Act, the Prime Minister and leader of two
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major opposition parties should be made members of the selection process. Two
members from the Government and a third member from the opposition cannot be a
fair and unbiased selection committee of the ECI-appointment process. In the
wisdom of even a layman, the proposed Bill is nothing but a majority bullet to the soul
of the Constitution.

However, the Bill that has been put for consideration is not going to create
confidence when already several political parties and individual constitutional experts
have expressed doubt about the partiality of the ECI.

Why not two major opposition party leaders in Lok Sabha and the Prime
Minister constitute a panel of the selection process to appoint the Election
Commission of India?

Sir, | will conclude,

"B W PO ofldbT VY T BV [ G BT [T &1 €T TV dllbdd b,
SIBd= VBT, Tl SIT3IT-STI31, offare 39X 78] V& dllbd,
Tl & v 3m3IT?

Thank you.

SuqHTeger (31t eiter AR T : Yo BT IIcIarR| 39 IR &1 e &1 993 Bl

it wfaar TcleR (Fey U<eD): SUGHIEeT H8iqd, $a Aecaqul f[de U g3 dle
DT AR YT B & {0 H 9T ergare Ui HRell g1 H 391 a1l bl Fo3AT
R W Ugel I TSl § (b 4] Yeb AT FawI = I Dol 2t fb DIg 91 71
QT 781 Ve o Sl 31FId BTl b Yl 81 H IHHI STa1d <1 ITeil g1 g Hal &b fefg
T, foa7 fed) Yegurg & wreg fod & ol o atel ol & 59 <97 & =T RiR
ATY TR JSTHR Tera! & IR 31T <71 F s & IR 31T, I8 SHBT Tcdel SSTeNv]
2l

AT FHYRT ARG, HRA BT 19 AR 9k H IR dldds &l dg
UG BT &1 T8 AT JESd] Bl WReTdh ol I8 (98 JF g1d ARYh 3R 3
TG IRYHI DI (Gh, IRAT, BRIBTH IR BT & UG Bl UHHId UG
& Bl

(MR. CHAIRMAN /n the Chair.)

Heled, § 4t 1 fdgaf uR aretr =gl fauer & o 9adi 7 I8 &el © b
I8 [de1 aied YT & +1oi & Raars &1 § Sl I8 g1 g & a8 faegsd
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TG JATANT Dt FIRIRE & IR H GoF DI & Hdel & T4 B a1 T 8| =ATaTerd
< {¥g GATd 3IRY<h 31X AT IATG<hi DI [FYFRh Teb FANT b HIEIH H A9 T DR Bl
gTaET T o1, 519 e fob HdS Yeb BT U T8l B acll| I [Jee bact
YRITAT §RT el H &y ¢ el &1 QR_T &HRar 2, difd i SId a1 B
3ABR A DI BIAT § AR [ TSI 7 U dad AHIT 915 o 7 6 15|
G BT 7 g W B [T AT % I8 AUES q9 Tb J91d1 I8, 59 b b d9a
9 Al W DI 61 91 Sl T8 I g1 DI TlhAT AT 39 F9S H Y 81 75
gl

RIS, 399 [A99® H1 3£ AN Ugefall ! TR &A1 8, 39 fa8gsd |
3Rl &1 aRATT, FRIRE &1 ufchaT, Ay, WISl R F AT BT AT,
BHRIBTA B AT, AT, FRITBT, BRI, U2 MM 2AMHA B ..(THI Dl EY) ...

HEIed, § Ueh 3R @IEc 3MMUd! AT A Jiei1 g, Sil fh 9gd Siodl 2
ITd H 39 [A9F® &b A1 AT gehi b FYRH H et & a1 ot YT A skl
2l

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

Gl sfaar ardteR: # arud A1egd A 59 e 4 [4ue & NN A o1 ArEdl g ..
MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Ms. Kavita Patidar. Dr. M. Thambidurai; two minutes.

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | was the Minister of Law,
Justice and Company Affairs during 1998-99. We have seen many Law Ministers.
Why the Bill could not have come in the last 71 years, | fail to understand. Now,
because of the Supreme Court's intervention recently the Bill has come. | don't
understand what the necessity is. That is the first part. Secondly, in the past 71 years,
the Election Commission has conducted elections fairly. Otherwise, we would not
have come here. Therefore, we cannot blame the Election Commission and bring
such a Bill. Also, some Members from that side talked about dynastic politics. As far
as the AIADMK Party is concerned, our Party General Secretary, Edappadi
Palanisamy made it clear that in the AIADMK Party, there cannot be any dynastic
politics. That was followed earlier by Perarignar Anna, Puratchi Thalaivar MGR,
Puratchi Thalaivi Amma. We never followed dynastic politics. It is in a democratic way
that our Party has been functioning. When | was the Law Minister, Dr. Gill was the
Election Commissioner. | never interfered and he functioned independently. Now, Sir,
you have appointed me as Chairman of the Committee on Government Assurances.
For discussing reforms in the Election Commission, we asked representatives of the
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Election Commission to appear before the Committee, but they said that they cannot
appear before the Committee because they are an independent body and that we can
ask only the Ministry to appear before the Committee. Therefore, the Election
Commission still functions independently. The Government is not interfering. Hence, |
don't think there is any necessity for his kind of a Bill.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Deepak Prakash; two minutes.

it Sue gHIe (SIRES): G HABlgd, § 39 (9T & A | dia & oy @<l
T3 §1 T2 (A8 3FIAdhIel H Tl -1 81 I8 TINR H AR AR+ aT1el f9ef 21 I8l W
2015 &1 R &b qR H BT & s Gaw| 1 g4 DI 81 d 3-3(gR v Bl Feq &
A &1 2 &, oifh I8 99 2 & I8 Q99 oru sx-arel 999 WRd |9 & A7t |
I dIc & oy MY i & e o 1911 39 95 $l 98 UaR © {6 a8
Rl W BT DI I A7 R WY B DI FRET B 89§ AN bl B © b 84
I e b FEW & ST81 IR DI I1 & 3R DI Bl FRE fbam S 2|

9 QX fagrgs H fgih &1 ufshan yResli 8 q1 94 dldbdiie & 9 FgfRh
@I UfhaT 918 s 21 H 39 [A89e & ofavid S aredl § 6 S & dlags J
Sig fgfth @1 gfbar Bidt o, O &1 ggel W9 HHST Bl 1?7 &1 U8l hlg I
GAfY BT &1? UBel HIUF & I H 7 Fd Byl il o1, T g3 ARk siadt o,
gfe "GIdT A 981, S U URAR Be, g8l Fel' Bidl ATl § A G 93 Y i &
it ofik faver & Ol &1 . (awa &Y €Y. 1989 W 59 AT MANT H U TS Il
T, I Udh IMThARIT 3TeX & HTeH W S9 b b dchlofl= UL 31 5 g1 AT Dl
Sire feam aml § qoAr arsar § {4 9 a<h FRYRh o1 ufhar wal =@ell T 21? 1990 |
<19 4141, 98 &1 GRBR 315, I S9 T ..(GEH).. AR, 31 Udh A BT HRET0 §
SITTY1 1990 H g 4141, 48 &l AReR 2ATg, d ) I o 3Yh & Fgth gs,
AT 1993 H, 519 S1.TA. ST §IRT AT AR GER DI HTHAT T T, Al ARFRT
RT9 B FRBR 7 G 3R IATYThH TR,

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri G.K. Vasan; you have two minutes.

SHRI G.K. VASAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, as a modern democracy, the mammoth onus
of conducting elections is on the Chief Election Commissioner. We have withessed
ballot boxes being carried through rough areas in this country. As a part of successive
exercise of voting for crores of people in this country, my Party feels that, from time to
time, it is necessary that we review the functioning of the electoral system, streamline
the procedures and also provide adequate resources for the smooth conduct of
elections. As a part of this exercise, successive Governments have brought
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amendments to electoral laws like the Representation of the People's Act. Today, the
law is being enacted with a lot of riders like Election Committee, Selection
Committee, Search Committee or Qualification Committee to get the confidence of
voters so that free and fair elections can take place in the country. | am sure that the
hon. Minister will address the concerns of hon. Members. With this, | conclude.
Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Very effective! The next speaker is Shri Ajay Pratap Singh. You
have two minutes. $f1 3TsTa1 ¥aTd fg, 31mad U <1 fiFe €|

31 3roTg waTd R (A= Ueen): A YT Heled, 9 3 Sl [deT IR gl &,
H 39 [l T qHLT HRAT E1 TR AT 7 59 9T & veT 3fR fquer 7 o+ e
21 B9 fauell Wil 3 9ga srest gaad a1 8, oifdd § I TR BRI 18l §
e 39 <2 H 1T H HITEARUT & BRI, 3R (BT BT g1 MR g1 2, dl 98 Q9
PY Ugell Afedt veE d@31 Aact sfexr Meht off, e fIog soeEe 8% &I A
theretl feam o1 3R frAd TRUTHEIRY 9% Bl Udb SHRGIN! 4T Tl ot o, |
ge I8 |l R ST =T8T § fb 59 SLUH. A9 St F SShiigl 6l gHArd SR
DI ATDHd BT TS BRIAT AT b AT RN B Fera a1 8l §, gA1d AN
! e o1 81l 2, 9 7R 5T =1 A7a 3T & did 4 91 STer 61 B b
g, A1 98 dchlei B UTe] &I TRGR 7 {61 2, SHTY 3771 519 I FATd AR B!
FraerdT & 91 HRd 8, A1 S9! a1 ATSl-HT I91ae! Sl 21 BAN |1l ° 39
I8 H 9T oid §Y BT & (% T8l IR 19 AN BT Fgfh & forg Sit g fy 1y
g, ST A Sl I WRIRT 7S 715 &, IFH fJuet & <11 I @7 737 B 3R 9894
TAT 9&T T XGT AT 21 ..(AHG Dl =), ST dIc Bl 91d BYd & - 3R fduel & =1 B
G AT ©, T 98T &6 o ) QT AT =2, 4l M9 H fS$Th T B T 3w oy ux
uge & oY Pel 11 21 Heled, B 99y, 8% S8 dIc &l ad T8l 8kl 81 39
SHIH! BT 31 © Tl BT, TaT b G shy fhTel=T 3R §9 <91 &l d8ds! &
fy & &M H11 I8 S 999 ARRT 9918 715 2, I8 S90S 9 9918 TS T,
ST AU Heled, § 59 (el &1 GH R g 37U a1 FHTW bRl g, AT

dgd-dgd gdic]|

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Ramji - not present. Shrimati Priyanka Chaturvedi. You have
two minutes. Make the most of it.

St BRI agdal (FeRTS): W), § S+ ofd] WIe J1HR Al §, offh STginT
&l IoIg ¥ forgell 99 B =a1g 8l Sar 2l
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The world record for 100-metre race is 9 seconds. Go ahead.

Sl SRt aqdal: AR, Solaei™ HHIT &l a1d 81 V8l &, Sola=l| HHIT Bl B4
Rt WY U8 IR SoldRd &M, SeldeiRel s 3TTST BT, Sl USecd &, Sil die
P B, S8 SIS e H TARIA HRAT of d8l 8IdT 8§, dfcth R Uifdlfedd
UieisT H I fS¥Ye 8IaT & A1 fRele 3RS 8141 2, 1 U4 o7l S aiiR
forsger f$dio= o &) TR Soid== BHIeE &1 Bl 81 HERTE § ST UIeisf &l
fRere gam, fT9 A Ta &1 AIYHe 1Y Y golae™ e o 9at 8T § 3R U @
I BIC | I 81 51 TR, § Ryth I8 P11 ared! § b R Sola=™ HHIeH $
oSt 2:1 B, @1 3 wal | et 981 81l &) IR Ao # Ua IR &1 &8
WﬁWSWW%,W'OHeverSUS none' BT T1AT & 3R YT 931
STt I8 ol o < b I8 <1 9d A & wagds €, dolde Bie] &l wiga g,
I7¢ [T BT UTel 1 BRAT 8, ST G BT Tab [SHISTH BT, as per Section 8 IH
ff A= T AT 1 ), AR 94T 2 3R Redve Ry I8 7, A ife &1 fide... W), &)
U 50 e MR B1 W1, 3R YU HIC Bl FIC Hwil, Al I8 W) fkadwd sl gl

19T 912 d 3RS HY Sl ...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

St BRIt agdat: W), 1) 40 HhS Bl ...(FALH)... ST BIRT ISR A
off 3R BRTISY I1 T, T IdT1 A2d eHR off - Re H Far A1 fh 5H
TTgHE & SCRBINE ¥ R G AMfRY| U DIS - S9! U 7 3o afsae faan
o7l I FAURT BT FRAIR TG §Y AXBR Bl NFHGRT aall © d the Election
Commission has to be totally fair and free of bias IR IE H MUs ATIH @r

A ey & weaT aredl gl

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shrimati Vandana Chavan. You have two minutes.

SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN (Maharashtra): Sir, the Election Commission plays
an exceptionally important role in upholding the democratic structure of our country.
The test of credibility of the Election Commission is not only in their efficiency and the
fairness of elections, but also in the neutrality where it has to show that it does not
bow down to the ruling party. Lately, on the one hand, turning a blind eye by the
Election Commission when the ruling party netas delivered hate speeches or resorted
to indecent character assassination or quoting false facts and figures, and on the
other side putting behind bars members of the opposition even at the slightest slip of
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the tongue or which seemed like a slightest slip shows the changing role of the once
extremely credible Election Commission.

In my limited time, | will just touch upon three points. First, | would like to ask
the hon. Minister as to why the Government has not included the Chief Justice of
India in the Selection Committee in spite of a specific directive in the Supreme Court
ruling. Second, with so much executive control with the Election Commission, will it
not become a 'yes man' of the present dispensation? Third, clause 6 says that the
Search Committee is supposed to submit five Members on the panel. | want to ask:
Why only five? Why not all the Members? That too, after submitting the five names, it
is up to the Selection Committee whether they want to accept it or not, or just shun it
totally.

With elections around the corner in 2024, with the sudden introduction of the
Bill, that too bypassing the order of the Supreme Court, the move is suspect. This
Bill, in the present form, in my submission, is a mockery of the expectations of the
people and the democracy as a whole. Thank you, Sir.

SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN (West Bengal): Sir, | have a point of order.
MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal.

SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN:

MR. CHAIRMAN: You were not here.

SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN:

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Member, you were not present in the House.
...(Interruptions )...

SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN:

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, it will not go on record. One second...(/m‘errupﬁons)...
Nothing will go on record. | have not given the floor. | had taken sense of the House.

" Not recorded.
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The leaders had spoken to me. The House had authorized it, and even questioning
the House ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN:

MR. CHAIRMAN: If you were not present, no one can help you. | am sorry.
...(/nterrupt/ons)... You are putting on record something which the House has
approved. Sense of the House was taken. House is supreme. We cannot allow this. |
have gone by the sense of the House.

Now, hon. Minister to reply to the discussion.

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY (West Bengal): Sir, | have a small clarification.
...(Interruptions)...

fafd Siik =T A3Teg & ST HAY; AR R AAEI I H3l; TAT AR
AT # I WA (S IS M AEATS): gRae UM WEISY .(agT)...
Rl & 918 TR deE 81 SITweftl mexofiy wyrafa w8y, 3t fod wR S T=)
gs, H QU AFHY Gewl BT MRT g, Fsi ==l § 9 foran == i 4 40
UIETY {8 YRoTaTar Sit 7 g6 @ 3R Tl | Sl &1 F@T07 Sit o A B
AT § Pl 26 FGI 71 YA I G| $V AR STeal H dlel 811, b FoId 984
YMER ¥, SAMTY H AT ATEIH H A4 BT AR Yhe BT gl

TIRHT AR, 1991 ¥ T Qo 31T, RTHH Ueh ! I8 15 0| Jiexdrssl, I8
B3 # =l § & T8I MMl 31 1991 § B HHI 7 T8, I fawg # # T2 S
MEH 324 H YIS Yae 1Y, Y& AfALT FHIATSH 1 B8 AT, <Afdh Tefedl I8
g b 1991 T T8I 9911 S Tae 1991 H g7, IABT M¥H AT - The Election
Commission (Conditions of Service of Election Commissioners and Transaction of
Business) Act, 1991. STd &5 YIRS H T1T, A S7=i7 &8l [d appointment & Hae
H 1 MY Yae &1 81 a7l e el 7 snfcdd 324(2) H I8 Fal o {6
IS & §RT SADI appointment D1 AThIT BT oAdhR BT TG SHY I8 Uh
fARCE IRUST & fo1g § 31ruds 41 31TST WSl g1 519 1991 H $8H HHT AT, AT fhe oA
®IC 1 BBl fb DI TRl 54 Tb DI T8l a1, qd dP I8 b stop-gap
arrangementW,WﬁWW@Q%WWﬁWWWﬁIﬁW-
IR FE! R7ep AR 32 9 o 31y Ay o) afSerat 31 32 2, <fae § S wer T
g, B! Te1 A 811 TR, [ 31Ty Aiaens & a1 §, § Bl § (&b nfcdhd 324
Jfaem fatarit 1 forar, s S|4 weT b 99g A% soid= HiHsR & fou
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DI AT TIRHT R, H TUhT €T ARG, AMcebel 50 W Afqgr fHavamsi = &1
g7 B, TTE6T URUST § - separation of powers. SYISRRNT 4l glfaragfed ¥
separation of powers A} qY 3fc et 50 H B EWWWWWW%\}I

ot FUTafa: TR § Y SexBaRy el Byl

1 3IS]H IM HEATA: Sl IR, AfTReraR H W1 SeRBINH Tal BT T JY1-3791
BTH B QIRTHRI(CT YT BTH DY, ANTEICY YT BT 3R (SRR 37T
B BN T SN AMMfche 50 7, I8 Afgere fFafarrt 7 & df Sre &, df |fdeam™ 9
SR P el g1 T T W A 21 &H GRoraTall Sl 911 § 32 9, 9dTl el &= & 32
I8 &I~ Berdd W Bl WR, U baldd § Wl dgill WY, 3T ISR & 3R
ARATS! |l S 8171 I 93 W) 11 gRoidrell Sil, UE MU+ {23 § Sig! T8 Hl|
20 BT Add g2 BT 81 30 BaR B W9 H VI &8 Ahd © [P MUY 3SR ShdY
B I 3R R 3{USH H qief - Al 31T Sl ARI BeTad g X A, d Sieb a1 of -
Those who have not introspected themselves, J %ﬁ fRrem g T‘Ef %! YT TS Tl
AEd B P g9, TH.09. i 989 ®l 9 991, /7 3MUD! Ul 87
JMsfEATATSI TIh! UdT 2, oifh= 89 I9H ST e8] I18d &l 89 39T Ush fafics
RS & foTT afads §19 # €1 § q1-IR S Hifeld U9 31N, S TR UeHId A18d A
95 HIfeTdh U2 ISTY ...(GE)...

SHRI RANDEEP SINGH SURJEWALA (Rajasthan): Sir, | have a point of order since
the hon. Minister referred to me.

#1 31S]9 Y Farer: 37 § Hiel el B, H g1 8 bl A1 ARArS! § 2y’ Bl
qdeld © - 'ged' IR "Bl B BT Adold © b 3R I8 Bls Teds Mdordl ©, dl
Bl SEIFIARI BRI, S BeIR 7 el fh 3iG $iTd Y S@T| SR 37 Sid B Sl
gl 8] 8lR AR WX SMRIY T o1l 819 dal fh A+ 9 $uR dis 981 Bl
AR F SR DS 781 7, 89 W A9 81 31T Y 9g T anféad 50, 39 At Ue
TSIy aMfcaret 324. AT 1991 H B H HHI F1 G174 [ 9191 A9 Bl IS
HY gY B, ST 1 AT2d 7 25 a7, 1949 Bl HET ATl g5 W Fare foar, § 9
FAIC BT AR gl S8 BT, "&H §9 d1d BT Hhed B [ Sl XI5 SN AN H 7
3R T BIRYT ST b folY TRBR Bl ..., I GRISA1 DI AT H [dcid 78] B 1"
TR, I8 I3 A, Rifd g7 BIg 1 SSIHIE Y 1 A1 3@ I8 Al Goiiagfed
BT B, F9P! Il &l

3BT, U HE ¥T & fb 37 Yo H201 ) 8191 A1fev! ofF 39 <97 &I Si=dT o
I7e g1 8l "WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA", I8 B9 SfA8T BT Ugell arad g STl
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¥ e HA St BT AT IR HeldR e wHST | mere 7l T8 g1 anfey, wY wwer |
I AT b I BT JAT[HE BR 2 A | AT QSR fC T HaRl H Tl H3ll Bl Bl el
B8l 87 Sl oftex 3ifw ordifoTe &, T 899 s olde™ Sfiel # faar, a1
a1 f51ep 1 71 fopa, Roras ot Ser!

TR, H e /1T ¥ 1~ diol HeT d1edl gl I8 [ U foffics wRust &
foTY B1 10 TR, 2023 BT H 15T G H I (91 SeIegd (a1 A1l 89 1991 & Yae
BT Rl BP Ig 9ol Ihx 3T B STH UTgcHE BT YTIHT T8l AT, $AfTT 9
SHH 3TUTSCHT BT UTIHT SISl 81 2 T, 2023 DI U DIC DI Sl el 37T 2T,
IHH JE! BT T AT IBI Dal [h 5 Ih AAS DIs I dal 11, 99 db &H
IE BRI I 21 SATTT G BIC & HE+ & ATAR 21 &9 f9dl oI 31y 2

TR, AR YSHIIS ATed - RHTd & IR H H81l Ryael & Y & 9N H Sfal
ad H FHSIAT B, AP SoldRd TR Bl I a¥id AR I TS & AR TR
gCTIT ST |ahdl 8, T Ufsham & 791" Faied <IraTerd & ~IrAaTefler &l g S
FHdT &l AU & ST 124 & FAIS 4 H IF UishaT BT 9UIF &, (7P d8d
A1 A ed <TATT & ~TATHTeT Dl 8T o forg f379 Ufshar &1 ol faar gan g,
JE! ufshat A IR HTR & T BT SI8T d& SidR™ BRI $ 8™ B
a1 &, b o1y Al AfdemT # foram gorm 21 sMfcaer 324 H fofan gan §1 T8l b
SCIGRIT HIATIR Bl BT DI 91d &, $HD AT H AAU & AJeg 324 & d8d
FAIST 5 b Tad AT & b FeIaRIT HIHTTR Bl TIh Seldel™ BIFHTAR I AN IR
ECIAT ST Webdll 21 F Q1 Aol [FordR &1 39 I8 eI ISTIT AT, SAMY H SHDI
STep Tl

4T, foelt ¥ waT o i1 go1d T8l R &, 9 A1 Bl T ST 2| H o el
H 16T Peldex V8Tl 39 §HY 1 84 Dls g-1d oSl 8l 7Igl, Al o1 &9 19 el
BRI A? H ATID HILIH J HEAT AT8dT g (b GA1d AN DI Sl BT YUITell &, 98
freger 7, foreget ) iR R R Wi 99 fFrwier v+ & forw ufdeg 81 7= |Isi St &
Frorgs § o ff Ty €, 9 fwer a8e 9 & w, 396 U 89 ufdeg B
...(TAI)... T B IT18d, S99 dI Bl 9d &1 T 2| 374 #+1 vH. 7. el A18d &1 919
foTa, =merett |req &1 M fordnl 3rest, 14l fhdt =1 f37ep fhaT o1, STPHR AIed o Hel
T I o] fohas BT fh 31l STIUETeT TR0 B, T 8ART faRie By | W), H W
HEAT g [P TR STIYBIR ARTIVT [T B, Al I X5 AlGl Sif bl FHT Bl
100 IR¥E R~ HIGT St BT FHAT B, 398 BIs TP T8l gl ...(SILH)... T
TS ST A9 7 HET AT d AX+% Aal St &1 &t F9ed= B

TR, H e S RITS spisHe Wi oI 3111 §1 519 I8 ol f9e 31T o1, 394
T H B! ot 378 off | TRBR Hde-3he 7, safery |l gl
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2t quTafer: qr F3 S, Xorea (g gRofdrer Sit 7 8 decayul dabd QU 9,
MY 39 TRl FeHld Th BN Ghd ol 8- W R I four fundamentals of
Election Commission gl ATl

Y 31SJ1 ¥ HHaTd: 81, § WA U dran g1 " Frerar, e, ureRar”, g9
e i 8, |

it |wTafar: g7

IR EANE K G BRI
it TR : R S814 I8 STRIY T o7 {6 ST TREv SIfy|

1Y 31S] I HEaTer: IR, 78l 23 6 Hidl el B {497 gap &1 o411 IR, § Sl official
amendment WSTRZIT%\', sﬂﬁwa‘?ﬁﬁéﬁﬁm, STH 9d HHT av—fl%m?lgﬂ, I
g9 TS Tl fhdT 81 Ugel I8 i Wshes! B regerar § o, 319 98 ol ] &t
YT H B 3R BT AehedIsl 3P HHR &

ABICY, s ISl 7 o) &1 fawyg gy, o< Rar drgd 3t It &1
v @, I official amendment & §RT A BIC & TS & IRIER el BT
UTdEYTT hX %ﬂTTPJT%\*I Condition of Service - @ISl 15 gH U official amendment
fopar &, T Uiy St Sed 1 AfCHTs B MaiRa B i) e al,
g8 UaeT 89 PR (ST §1 89 b sl 15T SISl 8, Sl Hecdyqul 2| Jfdh A8gd
TR H, Tol =T § U fawy 31y o7 fob D soid?= SfieaN 3R BfeR &l fhd)
SIS SToT = Alfed forar fear o, dar Me R A AHf=Id Udh dellst g9+ 15U SileT B
CEC T EC Ul SYT! B AHY By BRATs TG DRI, SYc! DR 7T Blg
gaTs AT HIg 1l 3T 3, AT YA THR0N H 39 R DIg BIc BRATs Tal B D,
IE UICHIE DI 91d 891 el &l

ARG, H SI-A1 3R ol B8 DR AU 91 BT THIG B BT B B,
RifH 3T At 6 I TP AT BT HE I Al 3MUT TP 91 I8 Hal [d I1AS & |72
RIS AT GRoTaTeT ST 7 BT ATl 1951 3R 1952 3 <R 3fd I Al gA1d 8l 81 5
E1 27 H TG IR @l Arg W 91 7, 1 31 b A1 U DTS TS TR g8 8 8RN
I3 AT8d 1} IS 93 21 Y H8 IR & fb oMY ol fhzdt &l Y 97 b B1 T84, MY
et a1 ORT Ug SIfSTYI S qanfaiftherer fam g3t 81 g9 Sl adnfiI b fea
B3N 2, I FIABHeT & ATAR B Dls g1, fHdl 37 D1 89 81 g1 Febel|
HshexI N - IT 1A theh eI (AT AT 81 MBI A1 59 [ Bl ug &1 o1 =iy ol
...(TALT)...
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R, AT WXDHR AIEq  $ e SoIU| A J! 91 Bl & (b bel 418
311 T &Y, <1 |1e 9R A1 gHATa B Ufhar - I8 sl a1d 81 9 R |l gH1d Bl ufshar
&1 g1 Ball ﬁaﬁwwm,%ﬁwm?ﬁwélﬁ%aﬁaﬁaﬁ%, sand dunes
g1 1 31 f AT $o¢ WR dle S S 1 FA1d AR &1 g+ @Igad 8 b gART
S R BT 719 o1, SEH foy $e 3@ 9 {6 e W 98 & dIc < STl dl g1
JMTART g1 I ART FFW gIch Y8l B Qﬁ BH year to year, election to election RIEER]
3T &1 FTE TN 1 U1 A AT BHRT B AR [reqere] WY s R & B

R, U A9y ST WIS Igl |18 - Bl A1, 31 Udl 1 iU urei Iq b3
ol 38 BaT % 39 B VA risHeH I al, 1Y goITd A o, § IR saiforerd
DI YD PR I &1 Y WA AE9 BT HY GRU PR a1 I8 A, T8 98] T H T2
IR

MR. CHAIRMAN: Ignore it.

211 315] ¥ HHaTel: 9 ATST 4T confusion B AT 11 H Pl fb a1 fqwg o
.(FF)...

SHRI  RANDEEP SINGH SURJEWALA: Sir, | have a point of order.
...(Interruptions)... Sir, | have a right to...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Randeep Singh Surjewala ji, there is no reflection on you.
...(Interruptions)... It was not attributed to you. ...(Interruptions)... No, No.
...(Interruptions)... | have taken note of it. ...(Interruptions)... It was attributed
neither to you nor to Shri Raghav Chadha.

1} ST Y HEETSl : 37U HBT AT T8 {1 AT 21 ...(AY)... 3TY BT AT b 3179
X G A of, § AR AUIRTT DI T B I MY TSR AT S rdIfTerd o
dRE Gl X2 2, A1 H ST 81 el e o1 SATu R AI8d b1 T of fera

MR. CHAIRMAN: This is a lighter moment. Go ahead.

87t 3TS[ I FeEdTer: WX, H ATYH STRIY HIAT ¢ b &9 I8 Sl {9l v 3 8, I8
G DI & [l Birel & RIeTh T8l 21 Fuid bIc 7 il (3w {3 &, I a8 &
B9 3 oY M T; WfAe™ & snfeada 324(2) H i1 Urag €, S d8d &1 89 34
AP I %; anfeder 50 § S separation of powers %, ST dfae= § %@Tgaﬂ %\',
I T8 Tl B9 34 o 3 &1 3ATTY | 377U H1eIH | I8 TRIY HHI1 [ 59
el o1 FHICT A T DX, I8 98 progressive law 81 I g, R
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7t Yurciy R RoraTeT: AR FHIH Sfl, . (FaE).

MR. CHAIRMAN: There is no provision for clarification. | shall now put...
...(Interruptions)... Nothing will go on record. ...(Interruptions)... Okay.
...(Interruptions)... Mr. Sukhendu Sekhar Ray. ...(Interruptions)... He had
indicated earlier also.

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY: Sir, | have only one constitutional point because
according to my Party, this Bill suffers from unreasonableness and arbitrariness. Why
| am saying so? It is because there is no reasonable nexus between the objects and
the provisions of the Bill in as much as nothing is spelt out in the Bill as to why the
Chief Justice has been replaced by a Minister although the norm set up by the
Supreme Court continued for eight long years and continues to hold good. So, why
is this replacement? There is no clarification from the Minister.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay. ...(Interruptions)... | shall now put the amendment moved
by Dr. John Brittas for reference of the Chief Election Commissioner and other
Election Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office)
Bill, 2023, to a Select Committee of the Rajya Sabha to vote.

The question was put and the motion was negatived.
...(Interruptions )...

(Az‘ this stage, some hon. Members left the Ohamber.)
SHRI ELAMARAM KAREEM (Kerala): Sir, you did not call me personally.
...(Interruptions)... You are only reading. ...(Interruptions)... | moved the
amendment. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no. You are part of a committee. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI ELAMARAM KAREEM: Each and every Member should be called and asked
whether he is moving it or not. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Take your seat. ...(/nterrupt/ons)... Please take your seat. Hon.
Members, | am scrupulously following the procedure. It was already indicated
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whether you wanted to move. That has been moved. Now, it is negatived. The
amendment is negatived. ...(Interruptions)...

| shall now put the amendment moved by Dr. V. Sivadasan for reference of the
Chief Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Bill, 2023, to a Select Committee of the
Rajya Sabha to vote.

The question was put and the motion was negatived.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, the question is:

That the Bill to regulate the appointment, conditions of service and term of office
of the Chief Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners, the
procedure for transaction of business by the Election Commission and for
matters connected therewith or incidental thereto, be taken into
consideration.

The motion was adopted.
MR. CHAIRMAN: We shall now take up Clause-by-Clause consideration of the Bill.
Clauses 2 to 4 were added to the Bill.

MR. CHAIRMAN: In Clause 5, there are three Amendments; Amendments (Nos. 1
and 2) by Dr. John Brittas and Amendment (No. 17) by Shri Elamaram Kareem. Dr.
John Brittas, are you moving the Amendments? Yes or no.

Clause 5 - Qualifications of Chief Election Commissioner and other Election
Commissioners

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | move:

(No. 1) That at page 2, line 20, forthe words “are holding or have held”,
the words “have been a Judge of the Supreme Court or Chief
Justice of a High Court or have held” be substituted.

(No. 2) That at page 2, after line 22, the following proviso be inserted,
namely,——

13

Provided that such persons should have completed at
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least one year after their retirement without accepting any post-
retirement employment in the Central Government or any of the
State Governments, immediately preceding the date of
consideration of their name for appointment either as Chief
Election Commissioner or Election Commissioner.”

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Amendment (No.17) by Shri Elamaram Kareem. Is he here?
..(Interruptions)...

SHRI ELAMARAM KAREEM: Sir, | move:
(No. 17) That at page 2, line 20, the words “are holding or”, be deleted

MR. CHAIRMAN: | shall now put the Amendments (Nos. 1and 2) moved by Dr. John
Brittas to vote.

The motion was negatived.

MR. CHAIRMAN: | shall now put the Amendment (No.17) moved by Shri Elamaram
Kareem to vote.

The motion was negatived.
Clause 5 was added to the Bill.

MR. CHAIRMAN: In Clause 6, there are four Amendments; Amendment (No. 3) by
Dr. John Brittas, Amendment (No. 18) by Shri Elamaram Kareem, Amendment (No.
24) by Shri K.C. Venugopal, not present, and Amendment (No. 33) by Shri Arjun
Ram Meghwal. Are you moving the Amendments? Amendments moved except Shri
K.C. Venugopal who is not present and Shri Elamaram Kareem, not present. Dr.
John Brittas, are you moving ?

Clause 6 - Search Committee

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | move:

(No. 3) That at page 2, line 23, forthe words “Cabinet Secretary”, the
words  “incumbent Chief Election Commissioner”, be
substituted.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Elamaram Kareem, not present. Shri K.C. Venugopal, not
present. Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal, are you moving ?

SHRI ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL : Sir, | move:
(No. 33) That at page 2, for lines 23 to 25, the following be substituted,
namely :-
“6. A Search Committee headed by the Minister of Law and
Justice and comprising of two other members not below the rank of
Secretary to the Government of India, shall prepare a panel of five
persons for”.

MR. CHAIRMAN: | shall now put the Amendment (No.3) moved by Dr. John Brittas
to vote.

The motion was negatived.

MR. CHAIRMAN: | shall now put the Amendment (No.33) moved by Shri Arjun Ram
Meghwal to vote. The question is:

(No. 33) That at page 2, forlines 23 to 25, the following be substituted, namely :-

“6. A Search Committee headed by the Minister of Law and
Justice and comprising of two other members not below the rank of
Secretary to the Government of India, shall prepare a panel of five
persons for”.

The motion was adopted.
Clause 6, as amended, was added to the Bill.

MR. CHAIRMAN: In Clause 7, there are eight Amendments; Amendments (No. 4 and
5) by Dr. John Brittas, Amendments (No. 19 and 20) by Shri Elamaram Kareem, not
present, Amendment (No. 25) by Shri K.C. Venugopal, not present and
Amendments (Nos. 26 and 27) by Dr. V. Sivadasan, not present. ...(Interruptions)...

DR. V. SIVADASAN: Sir, | am present.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Good, | have noted your presence. You are very elegantly dressed
today. ...(Interruptions).. Amendment (No. 30) by Prof. Manoj Kumar Jha, not
present. Dr. Brittas, are you moving?

Clause 7 - Selection Committee

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | move:

(No. 4) That at page 2, line 33, for the words “a Union Cabinet Minister to be
nominated by the Prime Minister”, the words “the Chief Justice of India or
a Judge of the Supreme Court to be nominated by him”, be substituted.

(No. 5) That at page 2, lines 38 to 40, be deleted.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Amendments (Nos. 26 and 27) by Dr. V. Sivadasn.

DR. V. SIVADASAN (Kerala): Sir, | move:

(No. 26) That at page 2, line 33, for the words “a Union Cabinet Minister to be
nominated by the Prime Minister”, the words “a Judge of the Supreme
Court of India nominated by the Chief Justice of India”, be substituted.

(No. 27) That at page 2, lines 38 to 40, be deleted.

MR. CHAIRMAN: | shall now put Amendments (No.4 and 5) moved by Dr. John
Brittas to vote.

The motion was negatived.

MR. CHAIRMAN: | shall now put the Amendment (No.26 and 27) moved by Dr. V.
Sivadasan to vote.

The motion was negatived.
Clause 7 was added to the Bill.

MR. CHAIRMAN: In Clause 8, there are two Amendments; Amendment (No. 6) by
Dr. John Brittas and Amendment (No. 31) by Prof. Manoj Kumar Jha. Are you
moving the Amendments ?

6.00 P.M.
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Dr. John Brittas, are you moving the Amendment? No; your voice is loud enough.
DR. JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, at least, | need to say in mic.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, now it is 6.00 p.m. If the House agrees, we may
extend the sitting beyond 6.00 p.m. for disposal of the Bill.

Clause 8 --Powers of Selection Committee to regulate its own procedure

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | move:
(No.6) That at page 3, lines 3 and 4, be deleted.

The question was put and the motion was negatived.
Clause 8 was added to the Bill.

MR. CHAIRMAN: In Clause 9, there are five Amendments; Amendments (Nos. 7 and
8) by Dr. John Brittas; Amendment (No.21) by Shri Elamaram Kareem; not present;
Amendment (No.28) by Dr. V. Sivadasan and Amendment (No.32) by Prof. Manoj
Kumar Jha; not present. Dr. John Brittas, are you moving your Amendments ?

Clause 9 --Term of Office

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | move:
(No.7) That at page 3, line 7 for the words, "sixty-five", the word "seventy", be
substituted.
(No.8) That at page 3, afterline 12, the following be inserted, namely :-

"(4) The Chief Election Commissioner and other Election
Commissioners shall not, for a period of one year from the date on which
they cease to hold office as such, accept any employment either under the
Central Government or under any State Government." .

MR. CHAIRMAN: Dr. Sivadasan, are you moving your Amendment ?

DR. V. SIVADASAN (Kerala): Sir, | move:
(No.28) That at page 3, forlines 8 and 9, the following be substituted, namely:-
"The Chief Election Commissioner shall not be eligible for re-appointment
or for any other postings under the Central Government or any of the State
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Governments, whereas other Election Commissioners shall not be eligible
for re-appointment."

MR. CHAIRMAN: [ shall now put Amendments (No. 7 and 8) moved by Dr. John
Brittas to vote.

The motion was negatived.

MR. CHAIRMAN: | shall now put Amendment (No. 28) moved by Dr. V. Sivadasan to
vote.

The motion was negatived.
Clause 9 was added to the Bill.

MR. CHAIRMAN': In Clause 10, there are eight Amendments; Amendments (Nos. 9to
13) by Dr. John Brittas and Amendments (Nos. 34 to 36) by Shri Arjun Ram
Meghwal. Dr. John Brittas, are you moving your Amendments ?

Clause 10 --Salary, etc.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | move:
(No.9) That at page 3, lines 17 and 18, for the words "the Cabinet Secretary",
the words "a Judge of the Supreme Court" , be substituted.
(No.10) That at page 3, afterline 21, the following be inserted, namely :-

"Provided further that conditions of service of the Chief Election
Commissioner and other Election Commissioners shall not be varied to
their disadvantage after appointment.".

(No.11) That at page 3, line 33, forthe words "Cabinet Secretary", the words "a
Judge of the Supreme Court", be substituted.

(No.12) That at page 3, line 39, after the word, "such, "the words, "subject to
the provisions of section 5, ", be inserted.

(No.13) That at page 3, line 40, forthe words "Cabinet Secretary", the words "a
Judge of the Supreme Court", be substituted.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Now, hon. Minister.

SHRI ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL : Sir, | move:
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(No.34) That at page 3, forlines 16 to 18, the following be substituted, namely :-
"10. (7) The Chief Election Commissioner and other Election
Commissioners shall be paid a salary which is equal to the salary of a
Judge of the Supreme Court: ".

(No.35) That at page 3, line 33, for the words "Cabinet Secretary”, the words
"Judge of the Supreme Court" be substituted.

(No.36) That at page 3, line 40, for the words "to the Cabinet Secretary", the
words "'in accordance with the rules for the time being applicable to the
service to which he belonged before his appointment as Chief Election
Commissioner or an Election Commissioner" be substituted.

MR. CHAIRMAN: | shall now put Amendments (Nos. 9 to 13) moved by Dr. John
Brittas to vote.

The motion was negatived.

MR. CHAIRMAN: | shall now put Amendments (Nos. 34 to 36) moved by the hon.
Minister to vote. The question is:
(No.34) That at page 3, forlines 16 to 18, the following be substituted, namely :-
"10. (7) The Chief Election Commissioner and other Election
Commissioners shall be paid a salary which is equal to the salary of a
Judge of the Supreme Court: ".

(No.35) That at page 3, line 33, for the words "Cabinet Secretary", the words
"Judge of the Supreme Court" be substituted.

(No.36) That at page 3, line 40, for the words "to the Cabinet Secretary”, the
words "'in accordance with the rules for the time being applicable to the
service to which he belonged before his appointment as Chief Election
Commissioner or an Election Commissioner" be substituted.

The motion was adopted.
Clause 10, as amended, was added to the Bill.

MR. CHAIRMAN: In Clause 11, there are two Amendments; Amendment (No. 14) by
Dr. John Brittas and Amendment (No.37) by Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal. Dr. John
Brittas, are you moving your Amendment ?
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Clause 11 --Resignation and Removal
DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | move:

(No.14) That at page 3, forlines 44 and 45, the following be substituted, namely :-
"removed from office except in accordance with the manner and
grounds for removal of a Judge of the Supreme Court, as laid down in
clauses (4) and (5) of article 124. ".

MR. CHAIRMAN : Now, hon. Minister.

SHRI ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL: Sir, | move:
(No.37) That at page 2, forlines 43 to 45, the following be substituted, namely:-

" (2) The Chief Election Commissioner shall not be removed from his
office except in like manner and on the like grounds as a Judge of the
Supreme Court.

(3) The other Election Commissioner shall not be removed from
office except on the recommendation of the Chief Election
Commissioner. ".

MR. CHAIRMAN: | shall now put Amendment (No. 14) moved by Dr. John Brittas to
vote.

The motion was negatived.

MR. CHAIRMAN: | shall now put Amendment (No.37) moved by hon. Minister to
vote. The question is:
(No.37) That at page 2, forlines 43 to 45, the following be substituted, namely :-
" (2) The Chief Election Commissioner shall not be removed from his
office except in like manner and on the like grounds as a Judge of the
Supreme Court.

(3) The other Election Commissioner shall not be removed from
office except on the recommendation of the Chief Election

Commissioner. .

The motion was adopted.
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Clause 11, as amended, was added to the Bill.
Clause 12 was added to the Bill.
MR. CHAIRMAN: In Clause 13, there is one Amendment; Amendment (No. 15) by Dr.
John Birittas.

Clause 13 --Pension

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | move:
(No.15)  That at page 4, lines 9 to 18, be deleted.

The question was put and the motion was negatived.
Clause 13 was added to the Bill.
Clause 14 was added to the Bill.

MR. CHAIRMAN': In Clause 15, there is one Amendment--in the long race, at last, Dr.
John Brittas has made an exit--Amendment (No.38) by Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal.
...(Interruptions )....

DR. JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, | am there. My amendment is to protect the Election
Commission. ...(Interruptions)....

MR. CHAIRMAN: Your amendment is not there. ...(Interruptions).... Now, the
Minister.

Clause 15- Other conditions of Service

SHRI ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL: Sir, | move:

(No.38) That at page 4, forlines 28 to 31, the following be substituted, namely :-
"15. Save as otherwise provided in this Act, the President may by
rules determine the conditions of service relating to travelling
allowance, medical facilities, leave travel concession, conveyance
facilities, and such other conditions of service relating to the Chief
Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners. "

MR. CHAIRMAN: | shall now put Amendment (No.38) moved by hon. Minister to
vote. The questionis:
(No.38) That at page 4, forlines 28 to 31, the following be substituted, namely :-
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"15. Save as otherwise provided in this Act, the President may by
rules determine the conditions of service relating to travelling
allowance, medical facilities, leave travel concession, conveyance
facilities, and such other conditions of service relating to the Chief
Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners. "

The motion was adopted.
Clause 15, as amended, was added to the Bill.

MR. CHAIRMAN: There is one Amendment (No.39) by Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal for
insertion of new Clause 15A.

New Clause 15A-Protection of Chief Election Commissioner and other Election
Commissioners

SHRI ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL : Sir, | move:

(No. 39) That at page 4, afterline 31, the following be inserted, namely:-
"15A. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the
time being in force, no court shall entertain or continue any civil or
criminal proceedings against any person who is or was a Chief
Election Commissioner or an Election Commissioner for any act, thing
or word, committed, done or spoken by him when, or in the course
of acting or purporting to act in the discharge of his official duty or
function.”

MR. CHAIRMAN: | shall now put Amendment (No.39) moved by hon. Minister to

vote. The questionis:

(No.39)  That at page 4, afterline 31, the following be inserted, namely:-
"15A. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the
time being in force, no court shall entertain or continue any civil or
criminal proceedings against any person who is or was a Chief
Election Commissioner or an Election Commissioner for any act, thing
or word, committed, done or spoken by him when, or in the course
of acting or purporting to act in the discharge of his official duty or
function."

The motion was adopted.
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Clause 15A was added to the Bill.
Clause 16 was added to the Bill.

MR. CHAIRMAN?: In Clause 17, there are two Amendments; Amendment (No.16) by
Dr. John Brittas and Amendment (No. 29) by Dr. V. Sivadasan. Dr. Brittas, are you
moving your Amendment ?

Clause 17- Disposal of Business

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | move:
(No.16) That at page 4, line 39, forthe words, "All business" , the words "Save
as provided in sub-section (7), all business" , be substituted.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Dr. V. Sivadasan, are you moving the Amendment ?

DR. V. SIVADASAN: Sir, | move:

(No.29) That at page 4, line 38, after the words 'other Election
Commissioners', the words, "and as far as possible, written rules shall
be laid down for the conduct of the business of the election
Commission'', be inserted.

MR. CHAIRMAN: | shall now put the Amendment (No.16) moved by Dr. John Brittas
to vote.

The motion was negatived.

MR. CHAIRMAN: | shall now put the Amendment (No.29) moved by Dr. V.
Sivadasan to vote.

The motion was negatived.
Clause 17 was added to the Bill.

MR. CHAIRMAN: In Clause 18, there is one Amendment (No. 22 ) by Shri Elamaram
Kareem; not present.

Clause 18 was added to the Bill.
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MR. CHAIRMAN?: In Clause 19, there are five Amendments; Amendment (No.23) by
Shri Elamaram Kareem and Amendments (Nos. 40 to 43) by Shri Arjun Ram
Meghwal. Shri Elamaram Kareem; not present. Now, the Minister.

Clause 19-Laying

SHRI ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL: Sir, | move:
(No.40)  That at page 5, line 8, for the words "order made under section 18",
the words "rule and order made under this Act" be substituted.

(No.41)  That at page 5, line 12, forthe word "order", the words "rule or order"
be substituted.
(No.42)  That at page 5, line 13, for the word "order", wherever it occurs, the

words "rule or order" be substituted.
(No.43)  That at page 5, line 16, forthe word "order", the words "rule or order"
be substituted.

MR. CHAIRMAN: | shall now put AmendmentS (No. 40 to 43) moved by hon.
Minister to vote. The questionis:

(No.40) That at page 5, line 8, for the words "order made under section 18",
the words "'rule and order made under this Act" be substituted.

(No.41) That at page 5, line 12, forthe word "order", the words "rule or order"
be substituted.

(No.42) That at page 5, line 13, for the word "order", wherever it occurs, the

words "rule or order" be substituted.
(No.43) That at page 5, line 16, forthe word "order", the words "rule or order"
be substituted.

The motion was adopted.
Clause 19, as amended, was added to the Bill.
Clause 20 was added to the Bill.

Clause 1, the Enacting Formula and the Title were added to the Bill.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal to move that the Bill, as amended,
be passed.

SHRI ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL : Sir, | move:
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That the Bill, as amended, be passed.
The question was put and the motion was adopted.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The House stands adjourned to meet at 11.00 A.M. on Tuesday,
the 13" December, 2023.

The House then adjourned at twelve minutes past six of the clock till eleven of the
clock on Wednesday, the 13" December, 2023.



