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Concern over failure of Hybrid Bt-cotton (commercialised GM-crop)

SHRI ANEEL PRASAD HEGDE (Bihar): Hybrid Bt. Cotton, which has no trait for yield
enhancement, the only commercialized GM crop, has failed conclusively.

The Government submitted in its affidavit in the Delhi High Court that Bt.
Cotton seeds are now unaffordable to farmers due to high royalties charged by
Mahyco Monsanto Biotech Ltd. which has a near monopoly on Bt. Cotton seeds and
that this has led to a market failure.

Contamination by GMOs of non-GMO crops/natural environment is our
outstanding concern. India is one of the 17 listed international hotspots of diversity
(includes mustard/brinjal/rice). India is the world's centre of brinjal diversity with
2,500+ varieties/wild species. In rapeseed mustard, India has over 9,000+ varieties
in our gene bank. With a commercialized GM crop, contamination is certain. The
precautionary principle must apply.

There is no coexistence between GMO/Non-GMO farming. Organic farming is
India's competitive strength. We are world leaders in organic exports. With
contamination, we will lose our non-GMO export markets of thousands of crores.
India is the world's largest producer of milk, pulses and millets and the second-
largest of rice/wheat/sugarcane/groundnuts and vegetables, all non-GMO. Only
India can certify its non-GMO-soy with confidence, because we are not GMO-
growing country.

Unequivocal failure of Hybrid Bt. Cotton, highlighted in Government's
admission of market failure/concerns over contamination, underscores banning GM
crops in order to safeguard biodiversity and our competitive strengths in non-GMO
agriculture. | urge the Government to look into it.
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