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[RAJYA SABHA]

Need to increase public funding on healthcare

SHRI SANDOSH KUMAR P (Kerala): Sir, affordable health care is a distant dream for
many people in the country. Every year, healthcare expenses are increasing at a
speedy rate. At the same time, the healthcare spending of the Government is only 2.1
per cent of the GDP. This is an alarming situation. In India, the public sector
contributes only one-third of the total spending whereas it is 83 per cent in the U.K.,
56 per cent in China, 48 per cent in the U.S.A., 46 per cent in Brazil and 39 per cent
in Indonesia. After the pandemic attack, we do feel that health is a critical political and
policy issue. The emergence of corporate interest in healthcare has further eroded our
public health system. This lobby includes pharmaceutical companies, big corporate
hospital groups, technical equipment companies, etc. Therefore, there is an urgent
need to strengthen our public healthcare infrastructure to ensure widespread access
to quality medical services and address the evolving healthcare needs of the nation.
The path towards ensuring the right to health for all will be meaningful only if the
Central Government guarantees essential primary, secondary and tertiary healthcare
services to all citizens. Besides, the Government should ensure the availability of free
essential medicines to all people by increasing public spending on drug procurement.
The modernization, diversification and expansion of medical institutions largely
depends on public funding for healthcare. The increased investment in public health
will certainly enhance the overall capacity, infrastructure, and service quality of public
health care facilities. | urge the Government to look into it. Thank you, Sir.
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