[ 9 February, 2024 ]

[Answers to Starred and Un-starred Questions (Both in English and Hindi) are
available as Part -| to this Debate, published electronically on the Rajya Sabha
website under the link httos ://sansad.in/rs/debates/officials |

1.00 P. M.
FELICITATIONS BY THE CHAIR

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, it is my great pleasure and honour to indicate to

this House that <21 & Jd HETE H3T, =eR] TR0 8 Sfl el IR IeT o AR T
ST R8T 81 R & 99 HAl, AR5 AT St 71 3+ TdIc | I8 wel § fh I8 9+
S & oY I AT NG DI FANUT gl Ia (BT & SfABR R I
BTV & [T ST YRT SitaT FHAMG R AT 271 d IR Y2 & G HH1 W2 AT 9
& g WAl IT I1 fAuRe & w0 H I, I8l FHIT I8 FH07 B IR 9SG B 81
3T BTl & faRIg # 1 ST TR W B TN [hA™ Wg-98-1 & oIy SH1 FHUU
19 3R ARSI & SR dAlbad o b [Ty DI TlTdG T Y¥ 327 bl YR B dreil
gl W oI I8 e 9y 8 {6 § e 9HeT U U Afkhed, ST SHFSRI & Udld
Iz 2, [ & forg w9fid 7 €, 6! 9Rd I 31 & a1 < 8T &l

Hon. Prime Minister has also tweeted, "It is a matter of immense joy that the

Government of India is conferring Bharat Ratna on Dr. M.S. Swaminathan ji in
recognition of his monumental contributions to our nation in agriculture and farmers'
welfare. He played a pivotal role in helping India achieve self-reliance in agriculture
during the challenging times and made outstanding efforts towards modernising
Indian agriculture.”

Hon. Members, | had the good occasion to interact with him when | first made
an entry into the Parliament and | am sure, everyone associated with agriculture and
farming will be delighted. It is a day of great satisfaction for every farmer, every
person in this country that Chaudhary Charan Singh ji and Dr. M.S. Swaminathan |
have been accorded Bharat Ratna.

Hon. Members, another distinguished son of the nation, former Prime
Minister, Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao Garu, has been honoured with the Bharat Ratna.
Hon. Members, he was known ..(Interruptions).. Please, G.V.L. Narasimha Rao
..(Interruptions).. | do not appreciate it. ..(Interruptions).. G.V.L. Narasimha Rao,
| do not appreciate it. ..(Interruptions).. Such practices must be cut down. When
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the Bharat Ratna is given, it is an honour not only for the person but also for the entire
nation.

Shri Narasimha Rao has been known as, and the Prime Minister has rightly
noticed it, a distinguished scholar and statesman. | had many occasions to personally
interact with him while he was the Prime Minister. During his tenure, there were issues
on which he sought my legal advice and suggestions. Every time, | came away
enlightened. His approach was sagacious and full of sublimity. Hon. Prime Minister
has indicated that Narasimha Rao Garu is equally remembered for the work he did as
a Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, a Union Minister and as a Member of Parliament
and Legislative Assembly for many years. His visionary leadership was instrumental in
making India economically advanced, laying a solid foundation for the country’s
prosperity and growth. Narasimha Rao Garu’s tenure as Prime Minister was marked
by significant measures that opened India to global markets, fostering a new era of
economic development. His contribution to India’s foreign policy, language and
education sectors underscores his multifaceted legacy as a leader who not only
steered India through critical transformations but also enriched its cultural and
intellectual heritage. | am sure conferring the award on these three personalities is a
matter of satisfaction for every Indian. It is well-earned. ..(/m‘erru,oz‘/ons)..

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY (West Bengal): Sir, | want to say one thing.
..(Interruptions)..

MR. CHAIRMAN: Not on this. ..(Interruptions)..
SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY: Sir, just one line.

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, not on this. ..(Interruptions).. Please bear with me.
..(Interruptions).. No, please.

Hon. Members, the Business Advisory Committee had allotted two hours for
one Bill, that we are taking up, and two hours for the other two Bills. Further, the
Ministers are also different. So, they may be taken up consequently, if the House so
agrees.



