
 

आकषर्ण के के्षतर् हȅ। मेरा अनुरोध है िक देहरादून व पतंनगर से Ǜी अयोध्या धाम व अन्य धािर्मक 
महत्व के शहरȗ, जैसे भवुनेÌवर, सोमनाथ, काशी, उज्जैन, बनारस आिद तक नई Äलाइट्स का 
चलाया जाना बेहद आवÌयक है।                                                                                            
 

Plight of Rubber farmers in Kerala 
 

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, Kerala's rubber plantations, once thriving as 
arteries of prosperity, are now bleeding with the lifeblood of its farmers. For over a 
decade, these cultivators have been facing a cruel twist of fate as the prices 
plummeted. The State Government is trying its best to provide relief but the 
constraints of resource are preventing the State from helping out the rubber farmers.  
 It is to be noted that the main reason for the sad plight of the rubber farmers is 
the import of natural rubber. The nominal hike in duty on crump rubber was not made 
applicable to the ASEAN countries thereby making no difference in the lives and 
livelihood of the farmers. Kerala was encouraged to concentrate on cash crops and 
that was the cardinal reason for people resorting to rubber cultivation.  
  Letters have been sent by the State requesting to increase Customs Duty on 
compound rubber and Import Duty on all forms of dry natural rubber to at least 70 per 
cent as well as to fix minimum import price for natural rubber. Kerala has also 
requested for Minimum Support Price for natural rubber based on the formula devised 
by Dr. M.S. Swaminathan Committee.   
 The Union Government should give due attention to the plight of around 12 lakh 
small-scale rubber cultivators. Hence, I urge upon the Government to take adequate 
measures to alleviate the plight of these hapless farmers. Thank you.                                                    
 
MR. CHAIRMAN: The following Hon.  Members associated themselves with the 
Special Mention raised by Dr. John Brittas:  Dr. V. Sivadasan (Kerala) and Shri A. A. 
Rahim (Kerala).  
                                                           

Demand to establish another unit of National Sugar Institute in Meerut 
 

Ǜी िवजय पाल िंसह तोमर (उǄर Ģदेश): महोदय, गन्ना भारत की अथर्ËयवÎथा तथा गन्ना 
उत्पादक िकसानȗ को बहुत अिधक Ģभािवत करता है। अभी देश मȂ गन्ने के सÇबन्ध मȂ शोध, 
Ģिशक्षण एव ंसलाह देने के िलए केवल कानपुर मȂ नेशनल शुगर इंÎटीǷूट है, जो वषर् 1936 मȂ 
Îथािपत िकया गया था। यह नेशनल शुगर इंÎटीǷूट उपभोƪा मामले, खाǏ और सावर्जिनक 
िवतरण मंतर्ालय के अन्तगर्त कायर् करता है। 
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