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TR, Sl 9T H3A S 7 SR AR WA 7 A’ 68d Bl AR o Qa1 7, |
AT § [ S9Y &1 99 B 81 9 &l U b dIeR] |18 Bl legacy B 8H IGR]
institutionalise @Y &1 <91 & T4 fogafoereral § ug Y8 Bl & 3igx 3+ Uk g
TSI UaT @1 2, i § Ul X8 AISTai & 3R Ueb s T SR /ia=1 A= Ut
DI 21 3 D AT 3R FreRT # S @ fy-FaRe €, e SHRT I96! FEl
2 fop @terY a1 R1g 31 31T study BINTT, a1 TeT | M HINTT, 379 FeqI,
e Sl STgAET H 2MfS BITYI THRT, TST B “WRA T SR, Sl HIRT TRDR
7 foan 2, 98 B9l 9er ™ 21 H AT € {6 I8 e Agsl [RIBR el §, 999 991
G 2| § ST § (o 31Tt @ Sl Sildd Ga 3R A1l <2 & 9rf 8, fhar
DI FARITY &, “WIRA X1 DR D] 8 o1 [eberdl, olfch AT aTel ATl 4 SIS
# U1 89 arel fth, 519 98 we T o 91 S &feh @lerdt avor g 99 9l 2,
I “URA I el Febell 2, A1 H AT 3= ST T AHTET G B H H&H g
g 95 ! Sfid BTl g8 21 9f e 18d ™R 3fdel & 81 8, Ud ure! & 781 g,
H YTt BT § b ITch o ITSTTcreh SR AMISTD S H, ST Al 2Ifhai 396
1Y 31T, ST ) 1T AT 59 Fa H HIS[Q ©, d 91 9 legacy BT o1 &, I I
TR 81 9 a9d § dis IR Bredx Fal U | 3eH! a9 ddb 1 ¥8dT &8, o7
deb I IR NN & drer a7 ved 21 H IHfle &ral § fb a4l gai & FeTid
qSY T -1g b Ate] TRoT {78 Sff & f4=Ri ol o S| § R 37uei) a-w 4 3k ofl
% 3R D1 T8 § b Yeb STHIFT TRBIR, S STHIF B 3TaTs] Bl FHSIIT & 3R goia
HRAT ATEH &, T B AR Rl GF e 707 g S Bl “9Rd 3T § |abell 2,
TS |

SHORT DURATION DISCUSSIONS

White Paper on the Indian Economy and its impact on the lives of the people of the
country

MR. CHAIRMAN: Short Duration Discussion. Notices have been received from the
following Members to raise a discussion on the White Paper on the Indian Economy,
laid on the Table of the Rajya Sabha on the 8" February, 2024, and its impact on the
lives of the people of the country; Shri Sushil Kumar Modi, Shri Prakash Javadekar,
Shri Brijlal. Now, Shri Sushil Kumar Modi. ...(/nterruptions)...

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, please give me one minute.
...(Interruptions)...
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay. ...(Interruptions)... Mr. Tiruchi Siva.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: | will just take one minute. | wish to raise a point of order under
Rule 33 and Rule 34 also says very clearly, 'The allocation of time in regard to the bill
or group of bills or other business as recommended by the Committee, shall be
reported by the Chairman or, in his absence, by the Deputy Chairman to the Council
and notified in the Bulletin." Sir, we have not received anything. We have not decided
anything. The White Paper is very important. It is the prerogative of the Minister; the
Minister may take one-and-a-half hours. But, for a party of 10 Members, we have
been only given only six minutes. Who allotted the same? The BAC decides on the
importance of the issue, on the importance of the Bill. We allot time, Sir. But, what
time has been allotted and how was it allotted? The House was not informed about
this.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Sukhendu Sekhar Rayji. What is your point of order?
SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY (West Bengal): Sir, | am referring to Rule 29(2).
MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay.

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY: And, we are not disputing the authority of the Chair
rather this rule empowers the Chair that any issue can be discussed with the
permission of the Chair even if it is not listed in the List of Business. That is the rule.
So, we accept that. This bickering, this exchange of heat could not have been there
provided your Honour could have told, at the very beginning, that a communication
was received from Shri Jayant Chaudhary...

MR. CHAIRMAN: That is over. | do not want to go back. 1 98 & 8l 8T &l
SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY: No, Sir. | am not... ... (/nterrupz‘/ons)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Sukhendu Sekharji, | know you are a reasonable man. | have
respects for you. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY: Sir, | am not creating any controversy.
...(Interruptions)...
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it JyHTafcr: § S 914 b1 Y g) FUH Bl dRE Yl A8 gl

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY: Sir, | am not creating any controversy.
...(Interruptions)...

it quTafer: 98 AR oY Ueh Igd HATTd HU A1l (FFE)..

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY: Please listen to me. We are not creating any
controversy. ...(/m‘errupz‘/ons)... N, Y ﬂ_ﬁ{ e < \LrIQI Wﬁﬁ, ﬂ?f Qfﬁﬁl:l_c’ CIR]
<IRTTI By, e R ¥ fod R €, S folv 9 94t & 79, 89R) Uit & 9+
H 5151 B

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

Y YOG AW I: T S W g (ST T8l ATEd 8, oifh 3771 Sl o i garl,
I8 Sl T8l g7l $9d [l UBal &1 g1 o1 =12y o fb I8 3 f$&hd 8 2
...(TaYT)..

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Sushil Kumar Modi.

(MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.)

2 elte PR At (AER): 99Ul weied, Javi ugel df # <91 & JeT H3il IR
HIl ST Bl gvgare o1 =g, s qd ver /31 87 941, SRR 09, Wi
ERT TROT {8 SR UH. T, W1 BT YR I o 6T b faam|

S1. &. HIE @ (AT 396 fY a1 <18H a1 2. (F@ge)..qar T8 2
...(TGET)..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please. ...(Interruptions)... Let him speak please.
...(Interruptions)... Please take your seat. ...(Interruptions)...

S1. &. BG4 T <I8H AT 2 1..... (ALY udl 8l &l ... (L ).

1 e HAR AIGT: STFHIUT FB1S, U8l S [981g] ... (Fau™). .
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please take your seat. ...(Interruptions)... The discussion
has already started, Keshava Raoji. Hon. Chairman has already said it.
...(Interruptions )... Please take your seat. ...(Interruptions)... It is not going on
record. ...(Interruptions)... Please speak. ...(Interruptions)... g2l AR A& S,
319 FITTY, hael ATTD! a1 Bl RIS IR S |...... (FLT).

7 eI AR A SUAHMRT HBIGT, G UBl H Q20 &b YG 3l X7 Alal off
DI gIATE o1 ATGI, N8 <% & qd ggr #3574l R R, W@y
e TR0 8 3R UH. Q9. WIS B IR I o 6T el (51l ..(FGeH)..

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: We are not allowed to speak. What is this House for?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: This is Short Duration Discussion. It has already started,
Mr. Tiruchi Siva. Hon. Chairman has already said it. Please take your seat.
...(Interruptions)...

it elter PaR AIGT: ITFHMRT Sfl, 77! [ASTSY| ... (GUH)..59 I8 A &Y did]
qrea?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please take your seat. ...(/nterruptions)... 34 ST

1 el HAR AT STFHILRT ST, BT Dl TS § AU ... (FIUH)...

2 SuwHfa: # I8 MU PR W8l § o sffeRe! I8 f$WHeA, Short Duration
Discussion on White Paper 3[% E gbT 21 Please take your seat. ...(Interruptions)...
A IRAT AT8d o a7 & b I8 [S¥h3 Y& 81 gabl &, YaRs ol He has
already explained it. AT T AR AET ST, 19 Y|

7 e FAR AIG): SUFHTIRT HBIG Y, W e’ ool 48 bad 27 fa1 & forg
ST P YT HAT I8 Y| B 1 AT S BT YT (a1, offh faearq |4 s1iid
B ¥ Ugel B o GHAT a9 of foran| R e aRor ({92 Sif 698 &1 48 76
<@ Y| I YHR &7 9141, TR, ..

ot STGUTUFA : A1 HIST Sf, 7Y BTgc UUR WX 91l I B

it el paR At A S WA =Tl
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it SuHUfe: S, 9|

71 eie AR AEY: 37 9. 1. RRFRT 79, S 3id IR & §6 ©, [Sait 1991
BT SHHIHDG RBHE fHar, S TRRFET T S & IR 6T &8 IhR faooll § T8
B fear Tl SRR 19 S 6T T18 B R Y H AT TRT| ST RS g1 Bl
BT BT A el BT STHT TIRG IR+ Aal Sft I TRBR A faeel! § g9 6T B
| ST TRRTET g g HIHS RBIRT & foTg ST St 8, S5 RBIRT BT 311 of ST
H B &b AN AT TR 19 B Y

ST 78IS, 2014 § S IR+ HI! S W& #3199, S 99T < Bl
3refeaw ATSld AT H oY, Ufectes WIg=i¥ gR1 3a=el H o1, 3MMYH UG 3R
banking crisis was massive and stake was too large. There have been policy paralysis
and project delays. =Tl B AfRIAAT 3R fAR1Y & HRUT TR e faqen |
S | The decade of UPA was a lost decade. 39 &Y -ﬁch BT Hbc A,
3FJERT IR Wedh bl oA, 3AMMeh HUeET 7 WRA & fAbr DI GHGI3N Bl
TG PR AT 3R WRA U holigel ghIAM! g 11 H Fe Bl gaqr1 A1gn fh
Za[fﬁﬁf & S 10 AT 9}, that was the most corrupt regime which this country has ever
seen. H W& BI Ig A AT AT % JUIY F 10 AT &b BRIBTA H ST 7 HAT Sie
U1 & Q. 7S, S ST AR, A Rl horrs], A gdd AR &9, AT
PR, dR¥E 8, 3N IR0, A 7 AN U ARGR H 31 A, D! gRIBT o]
U1 3R STl STET GeTl 1 Q. VST 15 HEIH Ol 3 V8| YR HAATS!, Sl BHTde
TR Pl AT HHST & TIRHT o, T 10 HeH [I8Ts Sidl § I2| I2MP aR-T0T 1,
S HERT, & 3 H31 U, ATSe SIS AIRATSCT 9ieTdd H - SRATA &l IR [Ieist
& oy Sl weled 99 o, I9d! RfAfera=a &1 <9 &1 B b a1i=ie AR iR
TP HIE HATIY AR 2511 ThH o AYH A1 ITh! |l Bide ¥ SHIDT <1 TS|
Mt G1.P. 99 DI ¥ HAT Ug I SABT <47 TSIl §-7ebT YT fasra RiErer 90 oirg
BYY Bl Read o gY ISl T ol MRS 3ed=l $HR Bl I gRIBT o1 U],
R I Pl Al WhH | AERIS ST § gweg B I 91 SI. dRk9g g o
THGEUHS & g AfReR O, f3ared uawr | f3fTei &1 g & gall 3R
SHBI BT AT g1l & 9 oRx, Sl UdRieHol by & e fAffex 9,
AMSUIvA S difed & faare § S9! ST <A1 TSIl STGUIfT Aeied, I8 ot
JUIY B ARBR, TP 7 HEAT BT IR & ARG H IT Al ST ST IT IT SRITBT
IR

SUFHMRT A5y, § 1 A8l § [P A% AG] Sl Bl ARPR Bl 10 AT 8
T, fh THh W 531 IR IR BT $is MR Ta] o, Ve H3l IR IR B
BIS AR TET T A% BT J&T ST, IS0 BT &1 33T, Hel fF ddviaR IR g,
G BIC H ATHT AN ST NDA &1 GRBR 10 AT H ARBR 1 2! =5 Ala] Sff ofdl
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FHY TP ORI & &I 731 A, I IR YCTEAR BT G HI 3RIY &1 o1 GAI AR
JUIY B! IRBR! IUFHTART HBIGY, DId lld 3fde H g+ g9 a1 f&a -
"Ug AT, gBt TR | U Hl Bl 1o & g H b ST gl STQ, SHd] Bl
BT BT ATSH He ST FTSIT &b JTHAR 1,86,000 BRIS BT JHATT ATl A
BIT 712014 H U JATdC DI IE HR (ST 47 AR H BIgTdl RUIC AT BT T8, 14 4
SIYThI BT AT s 81 GARI AR g Resr Al Sff ger @30 g, O HiIed Bl
CIRIUNT I W 3iTaeT 81 V81 51 Bidel Bl Reble IcdTa+ gall &, 3Molal & d1a 893
AR 1 Rebls IUTGH T 21 2014 B ol H IHIGH H 57.8 U i g8 2
SUFHTART AEIGY, BIFel & BRI S IR draR fSHRIUE o1, India has become a
power sufficient country. 2014 & dT& 1,96,000 HITAIC SN HURITT BT SSIHT AT
g1 THIOT &3] 3 71 Ugel 12 € fastelt fyerdt off, 319 20 €@¢ fastefl fier 81 8 8iR
3TeT &A1 4 23.8 ©C [doTell (e &1 2

IUGHIITT HBIGH, 251 ThH I T8l ST § | 1,76,000 HRIS BT GISTAT BaAT|
ST OCRrae YA | §, 98 1,76,000 RIS Bl W AIED St @l RBR G
...(TALT)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please take you seats. ...(Interruptions)... Nothing will
go on record. MY qreil

2 Gl AR AIGT: STFHIRT F81SY, WaeH B e TRER dRid J gail 2|
5511 BT AT H A BIRCIT dRIdh ¥ WIRA H I JATHe (BT TAT| AT I & 98
UR¥T TGl /450 g9 g1 &1 SUAHMRT FEIGd, STl JUIT & SHM H 2501 ThA
BT, T8l 5511 &b BRUT FHI CAldBH AT Ularsed Bl 3 ARG BRIS BT U Y,
TS BT &1 ST &1 781, 5911 & WagH AR H ARBR Bl 1.5 ARI HRIS BT HIIal
gl 2| STFHYRT ABIGT, UPA decade was a lost decade for telecom. S @RN =1
T BT IRETE B AT SUATAT, S 2004 H 6 [T SfeR & dust o,
2014 ¥ 98 i HfhTT HU=l § 9 T31 99 R AG! Sff ®f IRGR g1, I R
WRHR 7 T B Ragd w37 & folv 3.22 ARG BRI, <H bt & AT | <A
&1 B a1l AT FeAgTd &1 Rargad 8l gl 2

ST 78IS, HiF-ded 1T 12 fas &1 19 o1, I 70,000 HRIS BT
HICT ATl HIRA H S1120 g3, 1,300 HRIS T AT, TX <2 H BRIhH T, clfdh
HEl A DS TSIS! el §5| ITFHANT ABIGY, BITHICR WG H KT dXCelS
€eToll, Bl TIRPIUS URIST TSI, UTsoied 9RYdh SR TIARBIFE T, Alhe]
H XSd BT AIBRI & gqel STHIA folgdr BT BH| FGRI H 3TSlal & 918 3R Bls
T g€ WHR oY, 1 A Bl ISR | SYFHTART ABIGd, i BT 7 ARl o
RATE H 3 srfagazen # dfHT o wew < yfiet BNt 1 99 sred B
aroTUdT I 2004 H UGHTH §Y, Al 39 FHY d Uh 76! AT WY B T I
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TeIed, fHawR, 2013 H JUIY EXEBR H UAUIT 12.3 TRIC U549 T T 3R HARI
SIS & XTSI 8¥<IeIY 819 o Tl |7, 2004 § ST81 U1 USdid 6.6 g RIS 2T,
TE 8 ATl H 96 DR 39 TG BRIS Bl AT T &bl BT A 6.6 TR BRIS A G B
39 ARG RIS &1 T bl BT B 4R el S o 6 Wetl Il &l ol & &l
3R & ®IF b BT galeld Dol fadT B | 3ATST a7 RART 57 2023 H SHTAYY
4.4 TRYT B, <€ TN hacl 1 URUCT &1 31T dabi BT WUl T 21 This is the golden
era of banking. 3TTST IR Ufeeld e ST BIRIS H 81 2022-23 H Sl BT 1 G BRIS
Y SATET BT YIfhe §3TT § §abi bl 3R AT BIIST TNl 2, Al SAH WRA AXBR
recapitalize BT & T Ieh1 1 5 AT H 3.10 TR BRI BYU G BT BF (BT 5

HEIGH, 3 AN B 3NfIH R A &1 AT Herr =R g St &1 9m
o &, ST 2004 & 91 Tab |1 3N JER S AN < 81 (BT g A5 ALl Sl
DI AIBR T, Al T §9 S H SIgES! ] fomam |4 731 Bl v SIge! an]
fepaT| =T 1 =ron 1 2t {5 2010 3 SIS AR HRA| § BT & AN 4, JUY &
SART A ST =78l § 1 2010 H STUHST il 81 R R UIg? 59 N5 Alal off
DI TRDR F1, < 2017 H 5 < b <R SIYFST o a1 111 SHgdd] & HrRof
fewaR, 2017 | oHR AT, 2023 TP Uil AT 45,000 BRI DI Fad IRIRI DI §s o

TEIGY, 2004 BT RRART &1 ff MR 3MTST 2024 3 &1 AT & - 37T inflation
=0T | 2, {9 SR 7 IRHT 9 QT &, Sl g1 B |aiferd [dbrd &% 81 §HN
I RBIS BRT Yol 8, 620 [T Judt SieR &1 RblS BT gagaol 2l s
©H fragile five economies ) ﬁ, 3Tl BH top 5 economies T 81 IR BT ST ¥R I
1 T 1, U IR R 9§ @ &1 HRIMT GReBR | UST g1 81 89 Al 1 DIfTS &
Al GhIaall a1l 89 AN 7 ARBR] ATl § foe-ge o e, dfch
saturate B BT HTH fHaTI 3TST BH digital payments ¥ gos offex %\;, g TS
Shifel B 51 BH G2 I ot H e A b [6AT 81 32 H Made in India BIfdS BT STl
SETHR QR STTETET BT SIBTHRUT [T 81 3ATST D1 SART A SUATEIT <27 &b fofQ Wt Bl
TR |Ifdd Bl

HBIGY, 2004 3R 39 - T9 3R AT H T Beh o7 T Sl 8.2 TRIT I,
3NTST I 5 TRV Bl SAIFSIaT BT TFAUIe 39 Ty 7.6 fSferad STer o1 afik 31
..(TG)... ATST T TV I T Felag 19 BT YTl 7.6 Qe STelk
AT, TSI IS 22.7 (AT SIeR 21 YhSIaATg 9 305 Aol JUH STalR 2T, AT 596
fAfeTa T JUd STeR 21 T4 TSI Bl HRAT 350 2T AR 3ATST SHh! AT 1,17,257 B
ST A9, I 2014 F 5 38T H oY, 3177 20 380 H AT Il Vel Bl

HEIGd, ITd 10 AT H 25 BOR fhelHIey TAa &1 FHHT0T garm &ik TR #Ial
S & 10 AT H 556 BOIR [dhaRIe’ YAYd &1 101 g3l 3% B dTdd § YU
fFrator 1 TIfy 12 fharier afdfes oY SR =5 #idl St & ®RId H it has
increased from 12 kilometres to 29 kilometres per day. T gﬁﬁ_rﬂ SP AHI | 233
§?§ off 3l :IQTS{ A ST 6 99g ﬁ, it has decreased from 233 to only 34. el BT
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electrification S ST H 22 TSR fhell|Icy B3I AT 3R AR 10 A H 60 BOR
AR electrification 3T 21 ITh THY H TIRUICH B W1 74 21 31X AT I8
TR 149 B

YEISY, S a9 H Tl WIoll IR 12 fBFe & SdoIR BRAT sl T iR
JATST SIS WISl UR had 47 s SASTR HRAT TSl &1 396 99T H Hlegd deds

P ATPHTISaT Bl T 6 BRI Y AR AT A5 AT St b 87T H, 2024 § I8 90
PRI Bl...(FII B €. W, &1 e 3R]

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude. 3T OISt & AHT W I8 THY ST

%ﬂ?ﬂﬂwm W,Wﬁﬂ?@?lmwlﬁﬁwwiﬂconsumption
0.06 ST T AT8 oI 3R BAR F9I H 22 Shdt se1 uf |18 ufa <ufts wd 81 &7 8l
3MIh FHY H ST BT SRB 270 FUT HfT SHET o7 3R o7 I8 10 $9¢ Uiy Siel B
ISP THI H ATS DB Bleloll Bl IRT 387 Y 3R 37T SHD! TR&T 706 B STb THI
H AfSH A Bletoll H el B H=IT 51 TOTR Y 31 37T SHH! H=AT 1,08,000 &l STH
T H number of universities 676 &Y 3R 31TST ST TAT 1,168 B

HS\ICHJ, S F9T H number of LPG connections 14 W@' 9 3R ST DT
AT 31 C}N\I\d_; %\'I S IHT H number of PNG connections 22 AT & 3T 31T ST d 1
TRT 1 BRIS 19 ARG Bl U8 AT &31 § faoter 12 €< off 3R 31T 981 20 8¢ |
SgTeT faoTet %\'I 3P AT H number of tap water connections 3.2 ?Rﬁ@' & AR I
SAD! FET 13.8 BRIS Bl 37 FHI H total number of DBT beneficiaries 10 ®RIS o
IR STTST IFPT T 166 RIS 2

IS, 3id H, § I8 I A8 § [ 3R 89 109 Fa% § 54 eR W Ugd T,
T 39% forg a1 Fed Bt Ol B oIR 'H QoM & fhed @1 et By oy
El...(THT B €Y. FEIGY, T v Udhe Rd § & g Ael S R R
T H3AT a1, 1 WIRA G B AR A g1 SIeaweT 191, g=ydra|

21 ST g=gdTe, Geliel $HAR AIGT Sill &, T, JUEIare Sff, § 3f7ae! AR
H, SHD Ul T [IDI JFART AT, Fifdh Td. I, Td7er St 71 e oo
I FTE &1 3R DT [T 81, A1 § Ugel IAD! I ATAR G| AR SISl
\_r'ﬁ, please speak.

SHRI H.D. DEVEGOWDA (Karnataka): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, thank you very
much for the kind expression made by our hon. Member. Sir, | thought that the
House was going to be closed on 9" February because earlier the Parliament Session
was scheduled to be till 9" February. But, it was extended till 10" February. | have to
attend a marriage function in my family relation today evening. | must catch the flight.
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There is no flight available, if | miss this flight. That is why | had made this request to
the hon. Chairman.

Sir, on the White Paper issue, hon. Finance Minister is sitting here. Yesterday
what she answered in the Lok Sabha to the issues raised by our other friends on,
what they call, 'Black Paper', | heard every word.

12.00 P.M.

| cannot sit in the House for four hours; you know my health condition. | sat in our
House, | heard every word of your answers on all the points. You are so strong and
your voice is so strong, you hit back all the Opposition people who tried to criticize. |
know your capacity, Madam, and | do not want to speak on the White Paper because
the White Paper is with me. | have gone through that. On Budget proposals | wanted
to speak. Unfortunately, when the Chairman called me, | was not here; | was unable
to participate.

(MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.)

Now, the issue which is again going to be discussed in the Lok Sabha the whole day
is the Ram Temple issue. The Prime Minister is going to answer in the evening,
according to the information | have got from the Lok Sabha. Now, | do not want to go
beyond some of the points which have been discussed here on this so-called the
Bharat Ratna issue. Sir, | became a Member of the Legislative Assembly at the age of
31. | was associated with Chaudhary Charan Singh for four years. | myself, with my
family, stayed in his house. He used to like me so much because | am a farmer. | was
unable to speak Hindi, my wife was also unable to speak Hindi, but he made me stay
in his house. | have got so much of relationship. What has happened, | know. He had
taken oath as the Prime Minister, he was not able to come to this House. When the
agenda was fixed to meet in the Lok Sabha, the previous day, it was withdrawn. It
was such a sorrowful day for me; | know Chaudhary Charan Singh. He was honest to
the core. How people tried to demolish his name, | know everything. | do not want to
go beyond that. The book he has written, referred by my young gentleman, | know. |
have gone through that book. | have got that book. | can speak volumes. He was
unable to come and sit in this House as Prime Minister. Late Sanjeeva Reddy asked
him to conduct the elections. | can speak volumes on so many issues. The progress
of this country during the period of ten years - yesterday, Madam replied sufficiently
to meet the charges made by our other colleagues on 'Black Paper'. | would leave it
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at that stage. Sir, Dr. Swaminathan — for the first time, | met him in Phillipines in
1974. | know what was Dr. Swaminathan. For about 10 months, | also took his service
on Green Revolution. On Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao, | can speak volumes. | do not
want to go beyond that. Only on the Ram Temple, | will conclude in four, five minutes.
Sir, just because | do not want to go on speaking unnecessarily, | may not be able to
speak eloquent English, that is why | have made it. Sir, | and my wife both attended
the consecration of the Lord Rama Temple in Ayodhya. It was a great moment of
personal joy and devotion for me like it was to millions of Indians. Lord Ram who has
existed in our hearts and minds is an image that our ancestors and elders have
permanently created. Lord Rama is a symbol of righteousness. He is a symbol of love
and graciousness. He is a man who followed dharma and rajadharma. He was very
accommodative and reflective. It is these values enshrined in Lord Rama that drew
Mahatma Gandhi to him. It was Gandhiji who made Lord Rama the symbol of great
virtues for our nation. It is through Lord Rama and his divine blessings that he united
this nation and laid the foundations for our harmonious future. It is through the moral
strength that Lord Rama gave that he fought the British Empire. | sincerely wish and
pray to Lord Rama whom our ancestors and elders have given us and the new Rama
Temple in Ayodhya becomes a symbol of great humanity for our nation and the world.

Sir, lastly, | congratulate the hon. Prime Minister who, when Rama statue was
being installed, for ten days, had a vrat taking only juice and water. He is such a
person who actually performed that function. | was so happy and | must be very
frank, not to please the Prime Minister, but he was so dedicated and sincere in
performing that function with pundits. | was there.

Sir, about Chaudhary Charan Singh or Shri Narasimha Rao or Dr.
Swaminathan, volumes become speech. To such people, he conferred the Bharat
Ratna. The House should enjoy it. The country should welcome it. The country is
going to welcome it. Let us not unnecessarily try to differ on it. Again we should differ
from each other on major issues taken by the Prime Minister but we should not differ
on issues like conferring Bharat Ratna to these great three leaders. Thank you. You
have given me some time. | am grateful to you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Thank you former Prime Minister.

SHRI H.D. DEVEGOWDA: Thanks to all the Members who allowed me to speak when
you called the other Member. | am grateful to you. Thank you very much.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri K.C. Venugopal.
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SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL (Rajasthan): Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir, for giving me an
opportunity to discuss about the so-called White Paper presented in this august
House.

Basically, Madam, this is not the White Paper, the White Paper which totally
hides the dark truth of your economic situation in this country. Every individual in any
way is related to economy. When we buy some commodities in the market, it is
related to our economy. When we buy a car and use petrol, it is related to the
economy. When a person takes a bank loan and pays interest to the bank, he is
related to the economy. People from every walk of life are related to the economy.
Therefore, it is very much important to discuss the economy of this country. You are
introducing a White Paper about the condition of the economy during UPA's regime
from 2004 to 2014, or from 2014 to 2024, the words used are -- | am quoting the
'objectives of the White Paper' -- "It seeks to apprise hon. Members of Parliament
and people of India of the nature and extent of the Government's economic and fiscal
crisis that was bequeathed on this Government when it assumed office in 2014."
What was the fiscal situation particularly in 20147 The GDP growth was the highest in
2014. You have said that it was very shocking for you. | don't understand that at all.
Basically, if you take the average GDP growth during the UPA era and the NDA era, it
was more than 7.6 per cent during the UPA regime, but now it is only 5 per cent.
How can it be like that? When you are producing a White Paper and talking about
your period also, two-three major issues should have been reflected in that, which is
totally missing. One is the demonetization, the so-called 'demonetization’. | searched
the White Paper thoroughly; there is not a single word about demonetization. Why is
that so? | recall the speech that the hon. Prime Minister made in Goa immediately
after demonetization. He said that all the black money of the country would be
brought out and all the fake currency that is circulating in the economic system is
going to be taken out. Why don't you talk about that statistics? How much black
money have you brought back? You said that terrorism would be wiped out. That
statistics must be presented. When you are introducing a White Paper, we need to
know those statistics. The then Prime Minister, who was in office from 2004 to 2014,
Dr. Manmohan Singh, said, "It is a legalized loot and organized plunder." That has
been proved now. He predicted then that there would be an impact of two per cent
on the GDP. That has actually happened. You could have made a mention about the
impact of demonetization in your White Paper. What is the situation of the MSME
sector now? The small and medium sector is totally destroyed now. That is why
unemployment is at its peak now, because major employment is given by the MSME
only. That sector has already vanished. Then, | also searched whether the White
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Paper gave any information about the unemployment rate. What about the situation of
unemployment? When Dr. Manmohan Singh completed eight years in April, 2012, at
that time, unemployment rate of the country was 5.6 per cent. In comparison, the
data, after completion of eight years of the Narendra Modi Government in 2022, is not
clear. We have the Right to Information Act, but no information is coming out. We
have information that in 2022, unemployment rate was 8 per cent. It was 5.6 per cent
earlier but eight per cent now. Which figure is lower, Sir? Why don't you talk about
unemployment in this country in this White Paper? The entire youth of this country is
eagerly waiting for that only. When are they going to get employment? Why is there
this situation of the youth now? There is no answer for this. If there is an answer,
there is no mention here. Then, there is no information about poverty here. When
UPA was in power, we brought 27 per cent people above the poverty line. But you
have brought 23 per cent people below poverty. Yesterday, my friend, Tiruchi Siva,

already quoted global rating in the Hunger Index. We are at the 171"

position. There is
no mention about it. When Dr. Manmohan Singh was in power, there was devaluation
of rupee, and the then Chief Minister of Gujarat himself said, "Our Rupee is on
ventilator." Yes, during Dr. Manmohan Singh's period also, there was global
economic crisis and the rupee devalued 22 per cent. Now, the devaluation is around
32 per cent. Where is the rupee now, Madam, if at that time, it was on ventilator,
where is it now? Nothing is there in the White Paper. Chaudhary Charan Singh was
the stalwart of this country. Narasimha Rao was the Prime Minister of this country. At
that time, our economy was in great danger when he took over as the Prime Minister.
He made drastic changes through Dr. Manmohan Singh who was the Finance
Minister at that time. Of course, | am elected from Alleppey where Dr. M.S.
Swaminathan is known as 'Mankombu', which is also a village in Alleppey. He was
the great warrior of this country. Since we are in a situation of food security now, we
have to remember Swaminathanj. Who gave maximum opportunity to
Swaminathan/i? Who made him the Chairman of Indian Council of Agriculture
Research? Who made him the nominated Member of this august House? He
deserves more than it. We gave him Padma Vibhushan. We are very happy if Bharat
Ratna is given to all these people. We are not against Chaudhary Charan Singh.
Who made Chaudhary Charan Singh Prime Minister”? Don't dispute it. You have
chosen him only for political purpose, but the Congress has never used his name for
political purpose. That is the only difference between us. You are using Bharat Ratna
for elections. Why didn't you give it last year? Why did you wait for ten years? Why
are you discussing it on the last day today? Our Session was concluding yesterday.
...(Interruptions )... Actually, this White Paper is the paper which is hiding the dark
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truths. | heard the hon. Prime Minister's speech in this House. He spoke for one-
and-a-half hours. Out of that one-and-a-half hour, for the maximum time, he
attacked the Congress Party. He talked about Modi's guarantee. | saw his speeches
in Kerala also where he talked about Modi's guarantee. | am very happy that you are
using the word 'guarantee’. When we used the word 'guarantee’ in Karnataka, you
people told that there is no meaning of 'guarantee' in this world. When we used the
word 'guarantee’ in Karnataka, what was the comment and reaction? Pralhad Joshiji
is here. ...(Interruptions )... Now, the 'guarantee’ is approved. Everywhere the Prime
Minister is telling 'Modi's guarantee'. ...(Interruptions)... When we are giving new
guarantee, we have to think about the guarantee which had been given by your Prime
Minister to the country -- two crore jobs per year. That guarantee was given by the
hon. Prime Minister. Ten years are over. How many jobs have you given? Another
guarantee was bringing back the black money stashed abroad within 100 days. What
happened to that? Then, it was guaranteed that Rs.15 lakh would be given to every
citizen in his bank account. What happened? It was also guaranteed that farmers'
income would be doubled. But, what has happened? Another guarantee was to
achieve the economy size of $5 trillion by 2023-24. What happened to that? Then,
100 smart cities were guaranteed by 2022. Therefore, when you are taking about the
guarantees for future, at least, do a post-mortem as to what happened to each of the
guarantees you had given to the country in the past. Nothing has happened. My point
is that the most important thing in a person's life is to be able to live happy and
healthy as long as possible. | was going through the data relating to life expectancy in
our country at present. The World Bank's data is there in this regard.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Tell me, | am keen to know. | am 70.

SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL: A child born when Vajpayeeji was the Prime Minister could
expect a life of 64 years. A child born when Manmohan Singhji was the Prime Minister
could expect a life of 69 years; an increase of five years in life expectancy. But, now,
what is the status? A child born when Narendra Modiji is the Prime Minister can
expect to live only for 67 years. That is two years below as compared to the life
expectancy during Manmohan Singhji's regime. There is a reason for this.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Where do you get it from?

SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL: It is World Bank's data. This has happened because the
expenditure on health sector has not increased in this ten-year period. What is the
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reason? In the UPA Government, 1.7 per cent was the expenditure on Health
Department. We have the same situation today also. Even after 10 years, we are
spending 1.7 per cent only on the health sector, even after Covid happened and
maximum health issues happened in this country. Even after all these things, there
has been no increase in the health budget. That is why, the life expectancy is coming
down.

Now, | come to the education sector. In 2004, when the UPA came to power,
the expenditure on education was 2.2 per cent. But the UPA Government increased it
drastically and it was more than doubled. It was 4.6 per cent in 2014 when the UPA
left the Office. But, what has this Government done? This Government has slashed it
down to 2.9 per cent. From 4.6 per cent in 2014, it has been brought down to 2.9 per
cent now. They are talking about 'Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao'. But, what is the
situation? If we look at the female literacy rate -- you can see the statistics also --
when the UPA was in power, rate of increase in female literacy rate was 1.3 per cent.
Now, there is an increase of only 0.6 per cent in female literacy rate. They can verify
this.

When we talk about the major impact, | would like to highlight that Manmohan
Singh Government had spent 16 per cent on subsidies for the poor people. This
Government has cut down the subsidies for the poor people from 16 per cent to 9 per
cent. That is why, India had gained 9.4 percentage points in the Human Development
Index during the UPA period. Now, it has come to 0.4 per cent, which is very low. All
these things are leading to a clear fact that during the UPA period, we had done a
much better job in managing the deficits. The Modi Government boasts very much
and does a lot of PR work. Every day, they are giving huge advertisements using
public exchequer. Propaganda mechanism and decorative words are there but you
have to understand that the country's financial situation is bad due to the bad financial
management. | am talking about the situation of poor people and their living
conditions. Poor are becoming poorer and rich are becoming richer. The gap
between the poor and the rich is increasing. You are only interested in the corporate
world.

Madam, Annexure-2 boasts that India's average per capita GDP has increased
roughly from US $ 4,000 to US $6,000. Very cleverly, you have used the words,
average per capita GDP. Sir, average per capita GDP will, certainly, increase in a
developing country like India. But there is unsaid truth. Annual average per capita
GDP growth fell from 5.9 per cent during Manmohan Singh's tenure to 3.8 per cent
during Modi's tenure. In other words, the average Indian people income grew much
faster during the period when Dr. Manmohan Singh was the Prime Minister than
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during the tenure of Narendra Modi. It is a clear fact but you are hiding it. You are
using the facts only for your benefit.

Let me mention about foreign investment. There is a big boost in the foreign
investment in the White Paper but what is the real situation? The fact is that net
foreign investment was 1.2 per cent of GDP in the UPA regime while it is 0.8 per cent
of GDP in the NDA regime. During UPA's period, it was 1.2 per cent and during your
period, it is 0.8 per cent. Foreign reserves nearly tripled and exports were 17 per cent
of the GDP when UPA was in power against 14 per cent during NDA rule. Simply put,
foreign investors and consumers gushed over India's economy and products far more
during the tenure of silent and estimable Manmohan Singh ji than during the loud and
bombastic Modi ji's period. You use the decorative words but Manmohan Singh ji did
it silently. That was the golden period for private investment. It is the situation.
Manufacturers were also more confident in that period. Data shows this, Sir. Not only
private corporate houses but farmers also did not show confidence in Modi's tenure.
We are talking about big things for farmers. Growth in foodgrains production fell from
34 per cent during UPA regime to 31 per cent in your period. From 34 per cent to 31
per cent! It is not even the case that domestic stock markets loved Modi's tenure.
...(Time-bell rings.)...I am only talking about the economy; nothing else. The BSE
sensex grew 13.4 per cent annually during UPA regime versus 8.2 per cent during
NDA regime.

Sir, the job market is depressing, especially for the youth. The Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) report shows that the unemployment rate in age
group 20 to 24 years, the crucial period, was 44.5 per cent. Sir, 44.5 per cent of
youth in the age group of 20 to 24 are unemployed! In the October-December, 2023
statistics, for the age group of 25-29 years, it was at 14 months high of 14.33 per
cent. Sir, this is the real situation which the country is facing today.

You have brought White Paper to abuse UPA Government. Can | ask a
question? ...(Time-bell rings.)... | am concluding, Sir. During the UPA regime from
2004 to 2014, we brought Right to Education, we brought Right to Employment, we
brought Right to Information, we brought Right to Food. Can Nirmala ji enlighten us
which is the flagship programme of the Narendra Modi Government like MNREGA in
this country, which is a game-changer? Our Prime Minister said that his can be kept
as a memory. Then he changed later. Sir, the UPA period, from 2004-2014, was
actually a game-changer. MNREGA, Right to Information, Right to Food, everything
was brought during that period. (Time-bell rings.) You want to take it as your period.
Somebody was talking about corruption. If you are very much sincere about
corruption, why are you scared of the CAG Report of your Government? That is
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revealing the clear corruption in the Government. You talk about the CAG Report of
the UPA Government and saying that our Government was corrupt. But you don’t
want to reveal the CAG Report of your Government. Therefore, this is actually not a
White Paper, but this is a Paper which is hiding the entire dark truth of this country.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

SHRI K.C. VENUGOPAL: These people are ruining the country. Our youth are
completely disappointed. Our farmers are completely disappointed. They are
marching to Parliament every day. They are in a very distressed situation. Sir,
everybody is unhappy with this Government. They just want to divert the attention
from the situation of this country; they want to divert the attention from the
unemployment situation of this country; they want to divert the attention from the
price rise situation of this country; they want to divert the attention to some other way.
Actually, this White Paper is going to be a total defensive paper for the Government.
Thank you very much.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Now, Shri Saket Gokhale.
SHRI SAKET GOKHALE (West Bengal): Thank you very much, Sir. Today is my
maiden speech in this august House and | wish to thank my leaders, Mamata

Banerjee, Abhishek Banerjee and my party, Trinamool Congress for giving me this
opportunity.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Saket Gokhle, you have eight minutes. Is it your maiden
speech?

SHRI SAKET GOKHALE : Yes, Sir. It is my maiden speech.
MR. CHAIRMAN: We will make it ten minutes.
SHRI SAKET GOKHALE: Thank you, Sir. ..(Interruptions)..

MR. CHAIRMAN: | understand. He agrees. He is a reasonable Member. | know he is
very sharp, very intelligent. He will monetize every second of it.
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SHRI SAKET GOKHALE: Sir, | want to start with a short story today by the famous
Danish writer, Hans Christien Andersen.

(MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.)

The story goes that there was once a very famous emperor who was extremely self-
obsessed with himself and his clothes. He had no interest in his kingdom or in the
welfare of his people. All that the emperor did every day was, sit in his wardrobe while
the Ministers around him kept telling him how beautiful his clothes were and how
great he was. One day, two cheats came to his kingdom, pretending to be tailors,
and offered to make new clothes for the emperor, because he loved new clothes.
The tailors promised to make an exquisite suit for the king with special properties.
The new suit, they said, would be the finest cloth that the emperor had ever worn.
But there was one special feature. They said that the suit was only for the great
emperor and the suit would be invisible to anybody who is a dishonest person.
Several Ministers of the emperor went to the fake tailors while they were making the
suit. The Ministers, obviously, could not see the suit. But they blamed themselves for
that because they were afraid that they might be branded dishonest if they could not
see the suit. On the day of the great procession, the emperor went on to try the new
clothes. He himself could not see those clothes but, obviously, he did not want to
claim that he was dishonest. So, he went along with it. The emperor then put on his
new suit and started a procession through the city. People across the kingdom had
heard about the emperor’'s new clothes which were so special that they would be
visible only to those who were honest. So, out of fear, the people started screaming,
“Oh, so beautiful clothes, so lovely clothes”, because nobody wanted to be seen as
dishonest or anti-national. Then, suddenly, one innocent child screamed from the
audience, “What is wrong with all of you? The emperor is naked.” This is precisely
what the claims in this White Paper on the economy are. They are the emperor’s
invisible clothes. My hon. Minister’s colleagues here will spend hours talking about
how beautiful these invisible clothes of a great emperor are. But the truth of our
economy as shown in this White Paper is that the emperor is naked. But we all have
to admit one thing. This White Paper is magical. It is magical because after reading
this White Paper, | realise that something called demonetisation never happened! |
remember, a few years ago, the Prime Minister showed upon our TV screens one fine
evening and said that in the next two-three hours, 60-70 per cent of our currency will
be demonetized. | remember what my leader, Mamata Banerjee, said at that point of
time. She is not an economist, but she is connected with the hardships of the people
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on the ground. She said that demonetization will be a disaster. And that proved to be
right. People scrambled to ATMs for cash. People queued up for hours. Hundreds of
people died. ATMs had not even been configured for the new notes. They had to
recalibrate all the ATMs in the country. That is how disastrously planned this move
was. Then the Prime Minister came up with a genius idea that | will scrap Rs.1,000
notes, but | will bring in Rs.2,000 notes. The idea was that people are stuffing money
in the mattresses, so let me demonetise Rs.1,000 notes and let me make it easier for
them by bringing Rs.2,000 notes. Only Prime Minister Modi has that kind of vision and
genius. After that, the Prime Minister went to Japan and laughingly in front of a
crowd, he said, "B ¥ TSl 8, <if U &1 &, BT-81-81!" That was the level of
cruelty and contempt shown for the poor people of India. What happened after
demonetisation? Ninety-nine per cent of the cash came back into the economy which
is the reason why they have not mentioned demonetisation in this White Paper
because they know that it was the biggest glaring failure of the Modi Government.
There is also the issue of constantly shifting goalposts. This White Paper is about
2004 to 2014. When Prime Minister Modi got elected, he said, "'| am going to give XYZ
by 2018." Then the hon. Leader of the House, Shri Piyush Goyal, would correct that
and said that this would happen by 2020. Then Prime Minister Modi said, " Two crore
jobs per year; Housing for all; and Doubling of farmers' income by 2022." Then that
deadline became 2024. But now it has become amazing. Now there are only two
things. We will talk about a White Paper from 2004 to 2014 or we will talk about 2047.
If you want something, you are not going to talk about the present. If you want
something, wait for 23 years till 2047. This is what they did with the Women's
Reservation Bill. They did not tell the women of India that until the Census and
delimitation happens, it won't be implemented and they have to wait for another nine
years. It is not going to happen today. But they are promising to the people during the
election campaign. What is amazing is this. | was watching the Mood of the Nation
Survey on TV yesterday. It said that over 70 per cent of the people surveyed are
worried about unemployment. How many times does the word "'unemployment’ figure
in this White Paper? Zero. There is no mention of 'unemployment'. This is very funny
because Prime Minister Modi had promised two crore jobs per year. He said that in
his own statement. It is on the record. What is the reality? In the last five years, 2.7
crore jobs have allegedly been created. Prime Minister Modi has met only 35 per cent
of his promised target. Therefore, 'unemployment' is not mentioned in this so-called
White Paper. Prime Minister Modi did try to cover up for it. He went to a TV channel
and said, "People selling pakodas outside the channel office, they are also
employees.” But this White Paper does not even tell us how many people have
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started selling pakodas in the last five years. That is the dismal state of unemployment
that they can't even tell us how many new pakoda sellers they have created.

Sir, price rise is hurting everybody today. What is the reality ? Increasing prices
of fuel and food items are breaking the back of the poor and the middle class. The
people of India have to use up their savings every month just to pay their bills. One
statistics or figure as of last year is that the household savings of India are the lowest
that they have been in the last fifty years. Then comes my favourite part. Prime
Minister Modi said in 2015 that black money will be brought back from foreign
countries which will be equivalent to 15 lakh rupees in everybody's bank account.
Then later Mr. Amit Shah came and taught us a new word that it is just an election
Jumla. So a new word was added to our dictionary that this was a jumla. Prime
Minister Modi also claimed categorically that black money brought from foreign
countries would be distributed to the salaried class and those who honestly pay
taxes. | want to ask through you, Sir, to the citizens of India how many honest
taxpaying citizens have got even one rupee of that black money in their accounts in
the last ten years. In fact, Rs.10.57 lakh crore have been waived. A big chunk of these
loans belonged to fraud businessmen, who were once very happy with Prime Minister
Modi. These frauds took up loans, defaulted and left the country. What is more
shocking is that Central agencies like the CBI and the ED have not been able to bring
either these people back or these funds. But these agencies are busy going after
opposition leaders. Ninety-five per cent of the cases against politicians by the ED are
against opposition politicians. That leaves 5 per cent. You know who these five per
cent are. They are the ones who went into the BJP's washing machine and all the
cases against them have stopped. There is not a single BJP leader being investigated
for corruption. Sir, | would now conclude. Since this Government has brought out a
White Paper on the Indian Economy, through you, | have a few suggestions for the
Government. How about a White Paper on women safety? The cover can be
decorated with the photo of a famous non-wrestling Lok Sabha Member from their
Party. How about a White Paper on the cases of rising hate speech and communal
attacks on minorities? This White Paper can also have a cover with a photo of one of
their Lok Sabha Members. How about a White Paper on the destruction of Parliament
and compromising on its security? Here, you have two options. We can have the
White Paper with a picture of 146 respected Members who dared to question the
Home Minister or we can have one of their Lok Sabha Member who has a habit of
inviting everybody, all and sundry, to the Parliament.
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On behalf of my Party, Trinamool Congress, we reject this White Paper, which
not only insults the collective intelligence of Parliament but also seeks to the people of
India. | have about a minute left in the allotted time for my maiden speech. | am also
aware that since it is my maiden speech, the House gracefully indulges in and allows
me to speak. But 'no’, Sir; as a proud and self-respecting Member from a proud and
self-respecting party of a proud and self-respecting leader, | refuse to further
participate in this charade and indulge in the ™ of this Government. With the promise
that the people of India will give BJP the befitting answer to the ™ in this White Paper
and to the Modi Government in the upcoming elections, | and my Party, the Trinamool
Congress, will now walk out of the House in protest. Thank you, Sir.

(At this stage, some hon. Members left the Chamber.)

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Dr. Amar Patnaik; six minutes. ...(/nterrupt/ons)...
After Dr. Amar Patnaik. ...(Interruptions)... | have the list; it has been mentioned
here. ...(Interruptions)... Tiruchiji, | am following the list. Now, Dr. Amar Patnaik.

DR. AMAR PATNAIK (Odisha): Sir, the White Paper on the Indian Economy, which
was laid on the Table of the Rajya Sabha yesterday, on the 8" of February, 2024, lays
out various macroeconomic fundamentals based on which India will sustain its current
economic growth and lead towards a five trillion dollar economy, then a seven trillion
dollar economy and would soon become the third largest economy in the world.

Sir, the fundamentals are very strong, as is evident from the fact that the deficit
has been consolidating; the trajectory of a glide path is welcome; tax collections are
much higher than previous years; gross tax revenues as a percentage of nominal GDP
has been improving; direct and indirect tax collections have been increasing, resulting
in a decline in fiscal deficit; and the focus on CAPEX leading to crowding in private
investment is also taking place. While all these are matters for which we should be
proud of, be confident that the economy is in safe hands and doing well, the
important thing to realize is that Viksit Bharat will depend on Viksit States. The States
will also have to be improved. | am happy to note that in the Budget Speech, the hon.
Finance Minister had said that the emphasis would be on the Eastern part of India, the
Eastern States. Like the aspirational districts programme or now the aspirational
blocks programme, these States are aspirational States. These are the States which

“ Expunged as ordered by the Chair .
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are going to be the powerhouse or powerful economically for the country if they are
nurtured properly. In this connection, | would like to say that taking this particular line
of thinking forward, it would be a great idea, which has been a persistent demand of
our hon. Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik, to look at Odisha differently from other
States considering the scourge of natural disasters that it has faced not just in one or
two decades but consistently for the last 70-80 years, resulting in a colossal loss to
the fixed infrastructure as well as to the livelihoods of the people. And, therefore, the
demand for a special focus State, either by terminology or by changing the sharing
pattern from 60:40 or 75:25 to 90:10, could be considered by the Central Government
now that the economy is doing well.

Another aspect is increasing the share of Divisible Pool to the States. If we look
at the actual transfer that is taking place, it is in the region of 30 per cent to 31 per
cent. So, if it can be increased because of the way economy is performing, | think, it
would be a great boon particularly to the States like Odisha which needs this money.

There has also been a demand of Odisha, of our hon. Chief Minister, that cess
and surcharge which currently is levied, collected, accounted for by the Central
Government by law, by provision in the Constitution; | know hon. Finance Minister
has several times explained this that this money ultimately goes back to the States
through various schemes. However, if it could actually be shared with the States,
then the States would have the liberty of knowing exactly where to spend and how
much; and they would be in a better position to manage their social sector
expenditure. If cess and surcharge were not a part of the gross Divisible Pool, the
States would have got Rs.7,32,141.91 crores and Odisha would have got Rs.33,151
crores extra. We are the second-largest producer of coal. Coal is exported from our
State but we don't get any portion of the cess that is collected towards revamping the
environment that is destroyed because of this extraction. So, we had demanded that
if some portion, at least, 60 per cent of the cess in some form could actually be
coming to the States, then it would be helpful for us to do environmental protection
work around these extractions. We have been also demanding adequate funds for the
management of disasters and building disaster resilient power and road
infrastructure. Considering the fact that national disasters are a permanent
phenomenon in Odisha, our CM has been demanding that if this could be resolved
through a one-time grant from the Central Government, then the problem could
probably be mitigated to a large extent instead of spending every year.

Sir, we have also been saying that as far as farmers are concerned, there is a
need to improve the way the Fasal Bima Yojana is performing in the State by giving
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some amount of leeway to the State Governments or by improving performance of
claim settlement by the organizations. ..(7Time-bell rings.)...

As far as National Highways are concerned, between 2014-2023, the total
length of National Highways in Odisha has only increased by 1,347 kilometres which is
just 30 per cent increase while in some other States, the increase has been 80 per
cent to 100 per cent. Similar is the position with tele-density and internet density
about which he has spoken. ...(Time-bell rings.)...

Lastly, what | would like to state about the White Paper is that while we are
happy about the fact that the economy is on a right path, on a growth path, on a
correct consolidation path, there is a need to look at the States, devolve more funds
to the States and spend more money on their social as well as physical infrastructure
development. Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you Dr. Amar Patnaik. Mananiye Sadasyagan, Dr.
John Brittas has some urgent work and he has to go. Do | have the consent to allow
him before Tiruchi Sivayi? ...(Interruptions)... Please, you have three minutes.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Thank you, Sir. Sir, this is not a White Paper, this is
an election paper. Selective amnesia and cherry picking! The Finance Minister has
said that 2004 - 2009 was a good period but she gives the credit to the previous
Government. Strange enough! Is it not a fact that the Left was supporting the UPA-|
which made important decisions and drastic changes like education be made a
fundamental right, Right to Information, employment being made a right through
MGNREGA and Right to Food Security. The other day, Prime Minister was praising
Dr. Manmohan Singh who he ridiculed earlier by calling him "maun-mohan." Now,
Sir, the following day, the Finance Ministry is slapping a black paper on Dr.
Manmohan Singh. | won't be surprised if tomorrow, this Government would be giving
a Bharat Ratna to Dr. Manmohan Singh saying that he was denied Bharat Ratna by
Sonia Gandhi. This can happen also. The other day, the Finance Minister spoke
about her abundance to Kerala. There were partial truths to confuse the people. On
one account, she says that crisis being faced by Kerala, getting its shares reduced
from 3.8 per cent to 1.92 per cent was on account of the Finance Commission. On
the same breath, she says that she provided so much of revenue deficit grant. Was it
not the Finance Commission's grant? The Eighth Finance Commission made the 1971
Census population figures as the basis. But, this Government insisted to make 2011
Census as the basis for the Fifteenth Finance Commission.
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THE MINISTER OF FINANCE; AND THE MINISTER OF CORPORATE AFFAIRS
(SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN): Sir, | would like to say.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, this time should be given to me. This time should be given
to me.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | will give.

SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: On the condition that he has been invited to
speak out of turn because you are going away, you won't be here to listen to my
reply, | would like to say, now, Sir, that many of the things that he is saying are
sprucing up his speech but words which | have not used. So, | will still take the liberty
to say in my reply when hon. Member will not be here but | am sorry, he is taking
liberties with my words.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS: Sir,...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You will have it. Please.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS: You should give me forty seconds which she has taken.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS: See, she can make a reply and | will go through the records and
see that.

SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: You may not be here.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS: Madam, | will see the video. ...(Interruptions)... She harps on
co-operative federalism. In 2010-11, it was 8.5 per cent which was mopped up
through surcharges and duties. Now, it has reached 28 per cent and this tantamounts
to the fact that Kerala has lost, at least, Rs. 20,000 crores at the effective devolution
to the States instead of 41 per cent recommended by the Finance Commission, it is
merely 30 per cent. She can challenge me, if | am wrong on that. Our own revenue
expenditure is /8.7 per cent whereas it is 54 per cent in U.P. and in Madhya Pradesh
(M.P.), it is 51 per cent. You want to spend ten per cent, fifteen per cent and twenty
per cent on Centrally-sponsored schemes. You want to have branding even for selfie
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corners, even for putting up Modiji's photographs. Sir, what is happening in this
country? | mean, can you turn the State schemes to be a propaganda mission for the
BJP Government here? And, even for ration shop slips, you want lotus there.
Parallelly, instead of supporting the PDS, they are distributing Bharat Aata, Bharat
dal, everything, by-passing the State, even then, they claim that they are on the path
of co-operative federalism. | salute those great souls who have been bestowed with
Bharat Ratna. ...(Time-bell rings.)... Sir, one minute.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Conclude now.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS: | salute them. When they are pelting, | would say, bullets on the
Kisans, they will talk in terms of Bharat Ratna to a kisan putra. Sir, protesting against
the discrimination shown to Kerala, we are walking out and we are also not party to
any move to communalize the political situation. Thank you, Sir.

(At this stage, some hon. Members left the Chamber.)
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mananiya Shri Tiruchi Siva.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, this Government, at
the end of this term, is extending the House for a day and at the expense of the tax
payers' money and is making use of this forum for election propaganda. This is a very
important debate and we all wished it to be because the White Paper has brought out
the ten years, they say as their achievements and setbacks of the UPA Government.
But, actually, it is not so. If we have to explain, we need adequate time, whereas
everything is the prerogative of the Government. You extend the House for a day--
yes you are boss--and you fix the time and you take more time but you do not even
give the time. | would like to say that after the 2024 elections, when the '.N.D.I.A."
alliance wins and takes over the power, we will bring out a White Paper on this
Government and we will give them adequate time, not strangling their voice. Sir, the
Opposition's voice should not be strangled. The TV does not focus on us, we are not
given the mike, we are not given time, but we have to let out our voice. What for we
have come here? We are representing the people from various regions of this
country. So, we have to express something means we need time, at least, to speak
out. So, the ruling party and opposition parties have to be treated equally, whereas it
is not so; that is different. First of all, whether this Government has got the credibility
to bring a White Paper pointing fingers at the earlier Government, the UPA! Everyone
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knows and the Finance Minister knows very well that when you point a finger at
another, don't forget three fingers pointing towards you. You say that the UPA
Government has failed in many aspects. Sir, | would like to say only one thing. Our
founder leader, Anna, who made an indelible mark in the Second Chamber of the
Parliament, that is, in this august House and later became the Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu, during his tenure, there was a student agitation. The student agitation
mounted much and the police came and said that they are not able to control them
and they need shooting order. The Chief Minister refused. They said, "Sir, they are
going to the railway station to set fire on the railway compartments which will cause
great damage." But Anna, the Chief Minister said, "Don't do that. If they burn a rall
compartment, | can build another rail compartment. But if you shoot a student, |
cannot bring back his life to his parents." That is the real gesture and responsibility of
a leader. Sir, this Government has brought a White Paper, let them say. The hasty
farm laws which were enacted in this Parliament, when the House was not in order,
were later revoked because of not having applied their mind; they took away 700 lives
of the farmers only during that agitation. Because of those farm Bills, many were
agitated and 700 farmers died, and the responsibility, rather, the credit goes to this
Government. Hundreds of people died before the banks when they stood in the lines
to change their currency notes when the demonetisation came, and the credit goes to
this Government. Hundreds of migrant workers were strangled because of just four-
hour notice when the first lockdown was announced. They were stranded along and
hundreds of migrant workers died, and the credit goes to this Government.

Sir, | want to stick to only two points. Number one is agriculture because |
have started with agriculture. What happens is that the insurance companies under
the PM Fasal Bima Yojana have made a profit of Rs.40,000 crores, while according to
the National Crime Records Bureau, in 2022, India saw 11,290 suicides in the farming
sector. Out of these victims in 2022, about 5,207 were farmers and 6,083 were
agricultural labours. Take for example, the GST. The Budget support for agriculture is
coming down for the past two years. The GST on agriculture items and equipment is
12 per cent; on tyres, other parts, tractors, machines for processing and milling
cereals is about 18 per cent; on fertilizers, it is 5 per cent; on pesticides, it is 15 per
cent. The fertilizer subsidy has been reduced by 13 per cent. The spending on
agriculture is only 2.67 per cent. So, this Government is not taking care of the
agriculture. India is basically an agricultural country. | think it is the right time, | should
say, that the GFC (Global Financial Crisis), which the White Paper has itself told
about, when the whole European countries, when America was just 0.8 per cent in
GDP; the U.K., at 1.7 per cent; Germany was one per cent; Japan, 1.5 per cent;
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France, 1.4 per cent; Canada, 1.9 per cent; India was at 8 per cent during the UPA-I.
During the UPA-I, the GDP was 8 per cent. When the economic recession took away
the whole of the Western countries, India withstood only because of the agriculture
sector, because of the public sector undertakings, because of the MSMEs. All these
sectors are being suppressed nowadays.

1.00 P.M.

Sir, PSUs are being disinvested, which are all profit making. MSME which contribute
29 per cent to the GDP provides 10 crore employment and 45 per cent export is being
not taken care of. Sir, | will just take one minute. | would like to add one more thing.
On unemployment, everyone told that this Government, which is in power now,
during the elections, assured everyone that every year, two crore employment will be
generated and given, but it was not given whereas unemployment in 2012 was one
crore, and now it is four crores. It has increased whereas instead of giving
employment, unemployment has soared up. During the UPA, 75 lakh non-farm jobs
every year were created. ...(Time-bell rings.)... In this Government, only 29 lakh
non-farm jobs every year. Sir, one in every three persons is running for a job
unsuccessfully. Two unemployed persons commit suicide every year. And, very
importantly, Sir, 9,75,000 posts are vacant in the Central Government offices and 30
lakh positions was estimated... ... (Time-bell rings.)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, | will take one more minute. That is why | said it is very
important, again.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You have already taken one minute.
SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Time again strangles our throat, Sir. What | am trying...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Tiruchi Siva, let me intervene. You are a very senior
Member. You know that this discussion is for two-and-a-half hours.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, why should we take it in a Short Duration Discussion?
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Short Duration Discussion is for two-and-a-hour hours.
Please finish. You know the timing rules.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Give us more time and discuss. If at all they are very clear about
themselves, they should give time to us and listen.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Up to 30 lakhs positions are estimated to exist in Government
positions across India, not filled up. These are the situations in the country. Sir, in the
Indian Railways, staff strength have fallen from 17 lakh to 11 lakh employees in 2023.
The number of vacancies in PSU's workers have fallen from 17.3 lakhs to 14.6 lakhs.
Contract workers without job security has almost doubled from 17 per cent to 36 per
cent.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, this is the situation. Unemployment is soaring up. In
agriculture sector, the farmers are committing suicide.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, | will conclude. The Tamil Nadu Government which has been
affected by very severe flood in December, 2023 have sought for relief fund. The Chief
Minister met the Prime Minister. Despite that the delegation of Members of Parliament
met the Home Minister, despite that Shri Raj Nath Singh, Defence Minister visited us,
despite that, we are pleading. Nothing has been given.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Now, Dr. Ashok Kumar Mittal.
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The Government is very clear on the While Paper. It says that you may not be
doing, but everybody else is doing well. Basically the White Paper is just a celebration
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of the Government record, but the notable promises made during the past few years
like the Ujjwala Yojana, double income of the farmers, have been left on the wayside
and now it has been replaced by another narrative, Viksit Bharat.

First of all, | want to know about the unity and sovereignty of the country with
respect to the White Paper. One retired Member of the ruling party of this House has
been saying that 4,000 kilometres of our land is in Chinese hands. | get perplexed and
confused when the Government says that nothing is in their hands. Then why can't
the Government come with a white paper of these 18-20 rounds of discussion that our
Generals are having with the Chinese side? Why is the Government suppressing it?
For example, in 2017-18, the consumption survey was scuttled midway because the
rural consumption was falling very badly. | would request the hon. Finance Minister,
that from 2004 till now, can we get a data regarding the Finance Commission, that in
each of the years how many regular taxes were converted into cess? Though the
Finance Minister did answer my question in her reply to the Budget Speech, this
percentage was not elaborated. Private investment is hardly there and hence we are
not getting foreign investment because the foreign investor first sees how much are
the Indian companies investing and the Government is also going in the South Korean
model, that let us make some corporates very big. That is wonderful, | would say, but
the difference between the South Korean corporates and the Indian corporates is that
they innovate new products and make mass production and make the company big
financially. Here, the big corporates only feel that by adding assets, they are
becoming big. As in the rural market, there is no mass scale demand because the
purchasing power is almost nil. So, there should be efforts in the capital investment;
the Government says that it has increased five times in the last few years, but it is
mainly in the infrastructure sector. | would be happy if the capital expenditure is more
in education, sanitation, health, where actual jobs can be created. "The Government
has made many airports. That is wonderful. Ayodhya is an exception because
Ayodhya airport will, definitely, bring a lot of jobs and other things because Ayodhya
has become a religious tourism place. The other airports, of course, are needed, but
that will not add to any employment. If we see the number of unpaid workers, it has
reached to almost 95 million. (7ime-bell rings.) One minute, Sir. As per the
International Labour Organisation, work means whoever is getting paid. Just because
the whole family is working in the land, so, basically, they are all unpaid workers. So,
we have not created jobs.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude. We have more speakers.
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SHRI A. D. SINGH: One minute, Sir.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Not one minute. Please conclude.

SHRI A. D. SINGH: Coming to agriculture and rural development, the Government
has revised the Budget for this particular year, but | fail to understand that the Revised
Budget, which is very huge, how they will spend in the next two months.Thank you.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Dr. M. Thambidurai. You have three minutes.

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI (Tamil Nadu): Hon. Deputy Chairman, Sir, on behalf of
AIADMK and my party leader, Shri Edappadi Palaniswami, | rise to participate in the
discussion on the White Paper on the Indian Economy presented by the hon. Finance
Minister to this House on 8" February, 2024.

Sir, in Para 2, hon. Minister specifically mentioned that 15 major scams took
place during that period. | would like to state here that during the entire period of the
UPA, from 2004 to 2014, the DMK was part of the Government. And, whatever
corruption took place during that period, DMK was also a party to everything. Sir,
Part-2 of the White Paper exclusively deals with corruption made by the then
Government. So, let me narrate how DMK was party to those corruptions. There is a
mention about the 2G scam in which the then Union DMK Minister went to jail. There
was a loss of about Rs. 1.76 lakh crores to the Government. Along with the former
DMK Minister, the daughter of former Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu and sister of the
present Chief Minister also went to jail. Presently, the case is in the appellate court.
They are saying that they went to the court and the stay is there. Noj; the stay is not
there. An appeal has been made. The signing Judge clearly said that there was a
serious crime but because the CBI did not cooperate, he made that kind of
observation. But the CBI has gone in appeal. Therefore, the present case is there.

The Minister also mentioned about the Aircel-Maxis case in which former
Finance Minister was sent to jail and his MP-son is also facing serious charges. This
case is also under trial now. The former Union Minister, now a Lok Sabha Member,
grand nephew of the former DMK Chief Minister, abused his official position as the
then Minister of Communications and Information Technology in the UPA-1
Government and got private telephone exchanges installed at his residences, which
were used for business transactions of the Sun Network, owned by his brother
Kalanithi Maran. The present DMK Government in Tamil Nadu is also full of
corruption. The former DMK Higher Education Minister, one of the DMK Ministers in
the present Cabinet, and his wife were convicted recently under the PMLA. The case
is pending. One DMK Minister, without portfolio, who is also in prison, is facing
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charges under the PMLA. The Tamil Nadu Chief Minister will not ask for his
resignation. This is a wonderful thing going on in Tamil Nadu! Sir, there is another
interesting thing. The former Finance Minister, Madam knows very well, and also a
Minister presently, has said that the present Chief Minister and his family together
made more than Rs. 30,000 crores, just in a year! (Time-bell rings.) This has to be
seriously taken up. | am just concluding, Sir. When Edappadi Palaniswami raised the
issue, the former Minister and also a Lok Sabha Member presently, made derogatory
remarks about Edappadi Palaniswami’s mother. This is a very serious thing. The hon.
Finance Minister knows very well how the DMK Government is indulged in a lot of
corrupt practices. Let them talk or not, but whatever is mentioned in the White Paper,
it is correctly mentioned as to what the UPA Government did. Thank you very much,
Sir.
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ST | ST8T T2 DTS Wl T8l fHoldT 2T, I81 50 IRG HRIS P bl YR Bl 8 ¢ fy
| First come, first served. SUH ARAfdHdT T 872 ﬂﬁl I HT 3eX B Al
SR et foh Ua fagt armeht ot 't omeft 2, omdl 8., &l-3 ! Uelidhe™ ®HST
D1 AT T Trell, Fifes T8 IR &t STg gl 3R, T9 Yol gl oif A
Ueh Aot Yol T, Ty I8 |ifae gan o sed =ierar &3 8 qAfeig f g, 4l 3iiR
' - A I T Bl BT &l G0 21 399 ‘9 Bl foar w7, a1 'T SR Y B
ol ST AR Bt A9 BT UATh e BISTall hd galll i IH% Ugel 4l
TP B! 21 8H I, H 3R €9l 3R AN & Ui U1 HHFg 3 d 9 ugd
HIdt Ashedl T8 A1 S2H Hal fF geran a2, Afe aga Rl o9 |§gd &9 Fl
%@ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁqﬂﬁﬁlo1|r3b'1Q_cﬁri;j\.\rlqwﬁadvertisementw%ﬂ?ﬁf&?ﬂﬁm
Al el B, 39 9991 &, FoTAD] 1 I8 Bid <lid ATy, I8 J31d JUdh B | &9 Je
FYA bR Y 3R AT 7 Aeig s &1 el faan 9 Aidiens &1 S
BT W g8 Hdleng &I RUIS fordl 151 g7 A1 A1idd a1, I ST U1l 39S a5
court monitoring 3% §_§ 31X finally |IX coal blocks T ENEH REIERIRCINI IV
319 natural resources %1 & I8 & 3R HIal AXBR AT B BT auction R BTl
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T T coal blocks 91 1Y, I AT UAT KISIRT H ST g7l I8 ®h & AR
WRBR H 3R EAR IRBR H|

AR, q3T GATRVT HATSAT H B B DI HIDBT [HAT| AR 37 F ISl 98 <o
ARG & w9 # ST ST 911 # U ISTERT G, ] G Y SMad] 3meey
BT Karwar § FdY BT HIoTde ‘Seabird” §&37TTE, oTadT # qR} ¥ Sooiwd fdar o,
T 1 T, olfeh I ATel b URFTR 81 &1 T8 | 74T & AR g STHRT A3l 4
W%Ww,ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%mwwﬁﬂﬁmg,Eﬁé?ﬁcontractor
BT, ST S¥IPT GG, 3N SHH!I RIUI R, Ig Hhae Bl 9 F9I Sl SifIHRI
YRR 91, IBM 1 I8 11 81 U STHMT T, 59 IR0 HATerd H no-go; Uk
STHTAT =T - tax; without tax nothing. WWWWWWW%WW
e 98 St gem #3019 3R 396 PMO ?faga HEd & 15 infrastructure uﬁm
TITaRUT R & forv A1, <ifde &1 ff T1 A1el do IR 81 et iR #9 a1
T H WReH < #9799 g St &1 BT {6 a8 <91 & 2 & 81 9t i 7 &4
Rrarar 2 o <91 92 © 8l <91 & fov & =11 B

R, 99 {9 HRIUR G, T9 4 ARG BRIS & Torded US| g9 16 IR
HEH H I IR UIolacd clear fhT1 3R T2 & I &1 Tl 11 freill, a1 avam!
B BT ? faar &1 i fre=i =nfavl s9d fov 86 1| e g

TR, § g g1 |Tedl § (b Al S BT 8H HER & PREAR H BT gwie
B o1l TP HF o7 fh < & f&d H SN 8, I8 HRAT B Environment Ministry H
application PR B %IK’ dgd I < q\d_;c\l ﬁ, QHI?N gH online application Gl
T[B3N Dl | A T T2 D AT FATAT S+ MR 3T IR B D (G20 H Had B
U AR AP AEd & WIoIaed pending &, DT 899 clear fhaTl 99 J |9 o
instant permission IR clearance, clearance ERIGEI g SN 7 R Raam iR
TARI TRHR b RIATh 59 IR P campaign TIY, oAb T8 Toll T8l, Rifd 9
IS TTd & Fal fbaTl a1 St T8l AT, STB! clearance T81 &f, NTAHT 3BT
T, B! clearance &I, DI BT T8I - I8 BT B (HAT g1 AT I T8
1 B

1@ S, # a1rae! WY geh goira § X7 g1 A Al 48 © 1 [ 31-31 BRI Siled
Pl for? § Y 9 & B BT 27 3R employment-promotion U &1 B8 TEn
ofT, SfTT SRISHIRI b 1 ST T, SRISTRT Bl forat BT o1l S J87Y ST
uet @ ARAHR oY iR TF. . ued fad w3 91 99 99 & g9 &% we 1 g
BT Hol o BT HRIBH AT, IR § ST 2|

I Sl AR 319 &, SHP BRI 1 U1 © (b 3R UM ARG BT Foll a1
ST 2, A1 S8 &1-9R T RISHIR (IR 8 ©, offdd gHIY I 394 U1 & & gfd
individual credibility &, STT 9 I8 STHBRNT 81 < Fhd | § o Sit 9 Radve &=
&1 g IR #9119 # Uab IR 3! foran i o1 % &% d 9 I8 9ar & forg &f2g &
3MI= ST 9T @ fay, I fohaT ¢ ISR TR gU? J81 #1 Gg 500 H SATGT
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ST AR o aTall & testimonials ToTg &, FoTH 1 5=t =1 ], foAdt 7 TR QIR fopedt =1
T: ARN DI AR ST 81 AR, S 45 BRI o1 A (ST I &, I 45 BRI B o1
AT ¥ BH W BH 25 PRIS Y ISR (IR U &, I8 89 ATo! Yol AT2q| SHH]
Qe IR | DR 19 1 Bl SR 81 8, ol Hd B IS &l Al &, T WRI IR
IGECIRE]

R, 39 § gamn g f6 g8 TR e § |1 yeER B30 Unusual
acquisitions, bilateral agreements, Uch gﬁ HYHT SEl 31 3R YR & TUh-Udh Q@f
T IR BId V8, TP BRI 59 ARGR & Ugd- TR 21, dREb! b dTofl
oft 3R I A WWEHR 7 Hae a1, FAfey § 9 @IST YR BT WHIT HIAT g

SMUDT dgd-dgd gddil|

S1. &. HE G (T WX, Y A1 G 95 IR a1t a1 i, Fifdh g 60-Uoist
DT |IgC YUR &l 3 FHST H 1 AT [ BT ST T AT, Rilfeh B8R AISl b oy
Eﬁé intention BT &1 If the intention is very good, then, it is all right because economy
is recovering. Everybody is accepting that. Critically, we might sit here and talk
anything. But we know that it is on its way to recovery. It is not that everything is
good but it is recovering.

IE SNl BT YUR AT ©, SHHT AAd [FelIR 21 8H T dl B! timing & IR
H el ST, AT $9D context & TN H W1 Gral A1MBY g SIS I8 8 fh
31T DT SAdRH & SIdh Ugel o I8 2 31U <Hdl & IR H 9l U WR<ITd ST &,
T 3119 2MIE Selaee & ol Igof H¥AlI I8 ®Ige YUR, which is about Indian
economy, m M9 s_cbﬁ:ﬁlﬂ J SITET 379 opponents AT qg@r Pl TIHE Bl TRIAC
fopar &, ST T a1l STas®r A18d 91d J2 ¥ f “Every Government is identified by
some kind of a thing and earlier Government by its corruption’.

All that you have said here, Madam, is one thing that we all know through your
Economic Surveys or your Budget Speeches or the speeches of the Prime Minister;
and all these things are well known, your ten-year decadal achievements. Whether
we agree with it or not is another matter. These are known to us. But what is the big
thing that you have tried to tell us? That is what we are trying to know. Now, you are
trying to talk about the earlier Governments. If | give the figures, -- earlier, the
Congress Leader has spoken on that -- if | give that, it will put you to shame. That we
understand. What you said is, “We took up at a time when the entire nation was at an
absolutely downcast level.” But you took up at a time when the GDP was much,
much more that what you have today. That means, you had 6.7 per cent GDP level
and today you are somewhere at 5.3 or 5.2. That itself tells that you have started with
some kind of a bad intention. In criminal jurisprudence, when we have a bad
intention, that becomes a crime. When you have a clear intention of telling us,
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informing us all, as to what exactly is the position, it is very right which | would readily
welcome. | start with your claim of ‘25 crore people being pulled out of the poverty
line.” While the World Bank’s figures that | was looking into, it was 27 crores during
the UPA Government. Now, the reason is the change in parameters. | have seen the
parameters; the ten parameters that they have used and the twelve parameters that
you have used is for the change. But, nonetheless, even if | look into it -- | have not
calculated it as | am not an expert in this; | am not an Economist —it is, certainly,
more than 25 crores as far as the UPA Government is concerned. Now, | am not
trying to quote figures here. Madam Finance Minister, when you brought a White
Paper on the Indian Economy, | thought you would talk about the fundamentals of
economy, how we are growing, the fiscal deficit, etc. You have brought down the
fiscal deficit. If you can really maintain that, there is nothing like that. You have
concentrated on CAPEX. If you can really improve, nothing like that. Other than these
two, what really matters in any nation's economy is its people. People are interested
in employment. | do not wish to repeat what Mr. Siva or Mr. Gokhale have said. They
spoke at length about unemployment but you did not mention about it. Now, coming
to prices, people talked about it. | have got with me figures about prices, but there is
no use of my giving you figures because they really make us sad. | don't wish to use
all the statistics but quote a few examples about prices. The price of cylinder was Rs.
@03, it has risen to ...(/nz‘errupz‘/ons)... Petrol used to cost Rs. 71 earlier, now it has
become Rs. 97; diesel used to cost Rs. 55, it has become Rs. 90. Similar is the case

with mustard oil and other commodities. Thus, prices have gone up. NER El@)f q1d

g 2 T 89 19 ghIA1E) &1 91d Bd &, I evaluate B & 7T BT SHBT 99
BIc 81 BT 9 fiscal health T® BIct Bl MU BT DT TG CK| revolutionary thing
Demonetization fdT 81 IH demonetization & IR H &I H© el gaTdT TTI That is
the basis on which we could have evaluated what exactly the economic situation is
... DY °E)... TR, BRI glol= BT fha-T STSH Y8 T2 2

Nt SUUIRI: MYBT ol BT AT 3olRs! WH 81 AT 21 You have already
exhausted your time.

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: Sir, | would take only one minute more and close it.Madam, |
do not wish to repeat everything, but there is one paper which the Congress friends
presented as a rebuttal. | want you to go through that. | would use one last sentence
since there is no time left. Madam, there is one point that you made yesterday, about
devolution of funds. We know that you can't do anything there because this is
something that the Finance Commission does. We, in the Parliament, talk to you not
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because of what the Finance Commission does; we tell you so that you change your
principles once you come to know of it. We are a multi-national nation. Let us
understand this. We are a multi-national nation.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please. This is your personal view.

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: Sir, we are evolving a method to integrate ourselves in one
nation. We are one nation with so many States who have joined together. So, there is
always unity. There has to be unity in diversity. We must find unity in the diversity.
Let me talk about the South when it comes to devolution of funds.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

1. &. HIG Id: ARSY H JATHET BT MU 2.10 TR AT B, A W Bl 4.05
RYe fag1 8, Buliced Bl 3.7 TRYC QT 8, AfYelrg @l 4 IRC Qa1 8 3R &Rl &l
1.9 W@"dﬁ?ﬂ%l JMMUH southern states &I Tledl 15 IRAT ﬁ?ﬂi\*l The share of other

States is 84 per cent. B9 T4 U8 QW & - IS Bl Fbdl & [ HHIYA o P decide
ST B, 31T WITST 37T mind TSV 3R I8 AT fb fpa aRE 4 ...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. ...(Interruptions)... Please, Keshava Raoji,
you have already crossed the time-limit. Shrimati  Priyanka Chaturvedi.
..(AdYT)... You have three minutes.

el BRIt agdal (FeRTE): W), § /1! § fd $9 Short Duration Discussion @1
"White Paper on Indian Economy & g9 3R 'Election Paper due to the upcoming
Indian Elections' I ST, T1 SATGT We! Gors] sIdTl H gari! § o &, aifd a8i )
sﬁ_cF%F[ :I%Bf, economic mismanagement versus economic excellence fo@™ @t 919
DTG 21 H SH IR PI RIS ol HRAT ATGI, Tt PO 3Ths GDHR STl P [ddd W
BIeT gl gy 2004 | a9 2014 & &= H ST nominal GDP growth T, 98 14.95
RYT Y, ST aY 2014 H 2024 b A5 AIGT S & BRIBIA H 10.31 TRIC & U era
# AHIRH 8 ST & F9I GDP growth rate 6.8 TR T, S §-1d AHYI H 5.9 TR¥T
21 gUIy & BrIDIA H fiscal deficit 4.7 TR AT, S NDA & BRIBTA 4 5.1 RAT Bl
L mismanagement 3R excellence H difference I ®1 BIRTI BT 81 99 2014 H
TR AlG) Sff IR W1 U= < & GG H3 99 B AT I, AIE I AR, TR TR
IR, TR 3R JaT IRISHR| IR H FETs DI 910 B, dl RblS dAlS e
TS &1 MY T 7T8] HE Tl © b IR 1T H AEE §8 8 3R 89 S7holed | 99T
BT BT BT T1 PR MY TR AT BT IR-BIUCT $76H I 3R AR I Bl WR-
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PfUeT T=pd IR TFIUAST S, IAH STHIF IR AT BT IidR 81 TAuIS ¥ 120
gferd 98Ts 931 8, USTdl § 37 UiI9rd, SIofd R 64 WIS, Acs AT WX 59
URNIC, 371C IR 59 TRYC 3R Y UR 71 IR HETTS ¢! 81 37d H Afgell IR IR B &1
HIAT T Tl a¥ 2022 H 31,516 NG BT IOReX Y Y| ST8T 86 rapes a day 391 4
IEAR B dTell 91 & 31N conviction rate 27.4 IRYC & B

R, J&l IR & IR 9gd I g &l ARG STl U] & A & 918 g4
YCTIR BT corporatisation T & H example ST gl H HERTSE A 3Tl gl 981 IR
post-poll alliance T & dT& Yeb Gril-GTs ARBR DI FRT BT B F7T B 3iR IR
horse trading & oY YeolH-GaT TR 81 8T &l AN Bl UTell daotard & forg
gfecTes /11 DI T ST BT 51 6. 4T, JUFNUTE Sft H8 X2 9 {3 DIs T Felv1iRg whid
GIcll\i, Nl g IRBR 7 introduce I ﬁl de Tl Wb Weaponisation of ED, IT
and CBI g1 § EQTFGFQ qTeT Y8l E{, i YLTAR BT corporatisation B BT B g3l
2l SSI & Sl BUST T, S IR & GRIN H 37T &, SHH BRI IR AT ST
B3I T 3R 95 URACT JMINSTeM UR &I &l gl HdIss &1 Wl 98! 8Td &l 39 I+
conviction rate c\i@ill, a4 RIS 9 HY %\*, S uE fegrar g fe 3 politically motivated
HAST B ST AR BT UTelT S oid BT B1H © 3R S YET[ART o 396! A15s H 2
ST ©, S9! 1Rt 7909 § & {7 SITdT1 81 S9HT weaponisation g3l 21 SRISTRI &
IR H 910 B 81 I H3] A5 AT S 7 2014 H BET AT fh FG-BRIg S PRIS
ISR & A1 GG ... (T DI Tel)... AR, § 30 Ah s H WH B X8l gl 3 Sl
gIAd 8, Al RPIS a8 unemployment Bl TR HRIS JdT SRISHMR &1 There is the
highest unemployment in 45 years. Y&I+ HA IR AGT i 2014 ﬁﬁ EEESEI ]
g1 B X8 U, STHT fahal RUIE BT 2024 H ST-dT & AT Bl

7 FO AT (SR U< 2N) : SUFHTALT HBIG Y, H IAMT =T § b AN Tem #3A1 Sff 5
68l & fb URA H badd IR SR &, d - Afgell, TRIe, a1 AR fhdr 21 [t 9t
IS €, I 99 321 a9 IR Hied &, i gaR R Hrgat o w1 gF ke
fh g1 IR SR § R AR TS FHIRd 81 Aelad, H o § &l I
AT H I8 He1 A b <8 Udeb] HbI, WHETed, Tal H Siel, Isodall 14, 80
PRI AN Bl JUI TR 3R YA WRA H Ui ARG Bl AiSDhe FIIT, 5T
3N Pg, fEAr G [, TdsS! 9ed 3R 31 Bl WR AR oIl oI Bl Sl
ST I BT 8, SUH R FIH SATGT Dls ATHII B3Nl &, A1 RIS Tl & AR I
RIS H A 1T G/ Qe AT ST 3iR STSTTicl FH1ST SATHIf=ard g3 2|
H g HA] Sl & HRIBT H Sl UASIY DI 10 W Bl ARBR &, SHH $B STl
R I BRAT AT, g T/ gad] FH1ST bl G2Rh 99141 81 U8l Gail/Tae!
BT b TR H G BT g1 59 Alal Si G H 377G, 1 I8 <@l b oo @il gl
9 2015 H 3RTSHE I BT 3MR 1.1.2016 DI TEAI/THEST U H T A 25 GRIY
SITS! TS 3R Ieh! Feh 11 11 d gRTG 7 AT? IGH Sacl UAT Bl Bl
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3TURTY TN IAT| Gfeld SRTA a1 F1hTel UTdl AT, IHD! IIehT ST AT SHD! BT
FATHN TURTE IATIT SHDT IR ol (hTer af St &, STB! S| FIRH I917|
R, g WRI ISl & 3R qad Heayul g § b gferd #1 g1 3R IellchR SiY &g
el 1, FoTTH STEt W 3ie drg &1 Yo J2d AT &1 il 7, a8 fifsd =afh &
IRAR BT 5,000 T HEHT U, ST/ & A1 <F St 8, HBI f<I7 ST &,
gedl Bl USULA Tb Wl UGB &l Il &1 I8 99 PR {1 8, Al Aial S Bl
WHR A fhar g, Rram afordi, snfeaRmal o g3m oik faen gea <t 59 2018 #
GuH DI BT Fuig s fob vadl/ gt vae Rifde gar, a1 Jial Sff #ig o}t fby
o1 Wfders e oY R IHG! ATHY R §H B Bl FeRh g9
Fifh BAN FARTET AIE AART U1 TATRT R I8 o b I8 GUTH BIC B ST 7 Blah)
& HIGT ST BT SToMe g 3R $8I4 B S8 e s gt i Srals| 9eied, § I8
D T8 g (b I8 Yeb YT AT o1, 1A= Sferdl &l Joigd g
ene SrfSferad, 2019 81 SH®T e oy gferdl & frar g1 s98 S AR &ar <
TS, I8 [Bd] S 15 - STHINT, UBRI, STl S99 Sl Jaiisd slax 23,
R, oA, fohfeaas A 9 gl 78iey, Sl 9ad SI1a] Udnfed g o, d aferd 91§
TSl ST H ST AR, Ueh SRl A1 Heol Sl o, d &fold o, d 9191 9184 &
HEAR 91 d HaTgS STl H GevTaa! Ta-He H bid-e e 9| 519 1946 H 3eRH
TITHE 8% Sil & Aged H g1, A1 I JTIHTIIT AR b ol FHRe 9

AEIGY, I d1q 59 <3 [T garT, 1 #edt Sil 1 Bal b s9R aford, i
SEATTHE 2T TR 9 T8T §, Iaf Uk R Y& iR g9t aotg | it gford 9, 9
T8l B Y| Afh BIBR R H% Bl giAE W g1 S¥AHD Hel, IFH Sl
IR BIFT AT, I8 TN AR Sl FeH 1G] TS g, I8 Glerd gal, il d
ol Sl dI goTg W 81 TR Y8 TV | =1 7 S9d! U™ &7 ol 3R ol A ex
1T AT HEIGY, d I81 UR 1Y 3fR 8 AR, 1950 Bl SRITBI Qv W Y 2 3R
STg | 37T, a7 Sferdi § Wigs 94l 3R S-h! 399 H, §97eT H, IR U39 3R
S8R ¥ THRIT 11 9 T4 s AR AT 1 715, AT H ST ARTRSAT (Hell, ST
70 ¥ 75 TRAC &ferd 2, 9! Al WRGR 7 ARG &F 3R AR GT e 9 <
TH™ gfaemd off, R4 9 9T 9, 3 3961 el 98 $19 TR AIal Sff & TRER A
fear, SAfY # S9! 9gd-9gd 99Ts odl §, AYgdTe adl §, Sl afefdl &I a2
3R foom gedf <11 sHGT faRiE &9 B I I, sTGT fORI1g B urel, Farordral
qIet, UL i UTet o T oft | facell & SmE arT H BN & 99-9 AT STh
BN 30 & 3R I8 foad uraiivrg ar? I8 NIuwars, Siidedial 6T gk
YIRS oI 3iR T8f WR &ferdl &1 9fid fham STTam o 9161 |d1ed &1 hiel, |faem,
<9 BT foRT o & s faRie foeam feaeT foxy fean? g7 sforal @1 faxig
fea, Ffes S AR frefl, a8 70 | 75 U< aferdl o el
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TEIGY, THRRT S s AEaqul o SReler gaTl, a8 gl Mfcad 370 &l g™
D11 ATCh 370 ST AT, Al G981 IR Gfefdl bl by laem T8l Aerd off, Bl aRero
T8I fyetar o1, Fifs S A1 B g1 o1, IHH BT Sl A7 [ TH-HIHR Dl
BIS®R | ST§ €RT 370 DI BT AT, T G981 P AN B! ATTBR el iR I Gfaemy
e IET 1 ...(THT DY ). 379 Dol B T -HIHR & g B Ui gU 81 #E1ey,
§ Usp e &1 qHY SR ARG ST DIl & AEgH I Al WRBR o Sfordl 3R
3feaTRTAT BT TR THR P! T T B, I8 Al bR A fHar gl

eIy, § a1 18l g b Akl WRBR H THH AR 99 §U © 3i”
TP HIIH | ARBR 7 Tferdl dI 907 IR a2 95 <F 81 39 i &1 gARY faxiedh
grfeyi gaen foR1y &x X8t o, gferal &1 faxjy &= 381 o, 9141 |18e &l 91 qie)
PR A &1 2, Facie Ald] RER A d917 &, B IRGR 167 Aled DI HRd I
I dfera B BT oft, S9! IOl & $eRdIT b BRU YR I (Tl ....(AqT Pl
°el)... HEIGY, H IAMT 18] AT {6 S THM AR 94, 3949 I dF-9IR &
AfTRerer=d 8, $7 sfordl &1 fod dien Se1 o1, fo9e! Al SRR« gfead
o, =g |

1l ISTAUTIRT: T=IaTE T ATt ST | &7 AT SoTdel S|

AMIRTS 1T IR SFfBTRGT T3 | 5 F30 (3 IMEN S1emdel): ST
qEIeY, Jcdd Heayul favy ur 3mexoiiy e el St 5 Jdiy & 10 91 &
HRIBTA H Sl GIelal §Y, STdT @I5C YUR 37791 Jgf 8189 # U foear 81 # a1 &
EGINIRCIESI _§’ %, "This Paper is White because this time is right. This is Congress
Party's Night, and, against corruption, always we fight." &9 ST BR@E & o= |
BHII B PR &l AT H Dls Wl 8l, I °dIcidd T8l B A1y, dfb Ay &
BHRIBTA H 2 Sl WIEH GICTHl, DIJAT GICTAl, DIATIR] HICTell g3l gl § Bal
el § b T Har+or Sit ®18e YR a arefl 9351 &, SHfely &9 G4 dl &l
AR & RIAT® <A1 AY| S Il 99 8, S IRGRT Gol H U1 121 7aT
g, ST STauHe & &M & folv 9l U1 181 Y81 81 A9 A=< #ial S o
YR & RIATH TSI e BT Uh Hehed [ofdT 51 b ~Iged H AR o 984 ol
GRIETEl ¥ 3N 9¢ V8T 2| 9% & i a9 &l < fFa™ & fofg - 9% 912 Wie &,
sfora g1, anfeardt g1, ga1 g1, afgan g1, RN 81 A1 SRl BRI & &R 8, 34
G AT 1 I & & forg ATl AR B Bl &1 ST § I8 Hel arsdl §
fo,

"B & BIIBIT 4 G5l G &IT TETATY
STy [T HITTRHYT St 7 [T & 3 9% 17
B1IT G1ST 1 2024 H 81 S0 BIX
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3iIv 39 a7 dordl 7 by o 282 grel”
RIS, 10141 7 2014 H 282 WIS Siichl &ff | ST RTTehT |1r <<it ®, S9! | e
21 BT gt BT WY A1 3T o7l STaRTH <3 Sff U8l W 96 &, oifh B & it
T BT ok 81 31 X2 8, Sdh] @Tse YR IR Id1 el Bl &1 I+ It § 2TeT
AT folT 81 .(A9A Dl G9&Y).. BT & AT g8l HI5(E T8l ol H ga-1 8l a1 sl g
f,

'S TET SV YETIIY Bl GH BVl
84 T&] SV [q9HdT b1 &H BV’
89 &1 SV, 89 H1H BV

(A9 Bt T©AY)..

2} STHTIFA: AT IHST JTSTdol Sil, MYhT 9T WA 8l 17 2

1l TS STl : STAHIRT S, TBT TS H Il FI$¢ YR AT T &, I 98
ARI 910 81 89 YIS § /I B a7l 8, 899 &5 Tl § /7 fhar © - 39 ey & )
JB1 TR T91 81 X! &1 A1 TR Al St B IRBR TR Dl =1 S qTefl RPN
21 ..(A9g B} H)..

it STQUTIRT: A YHEN (Sl Sil, MBI Igd-dgd g=galg| 39 Yalcs
I ¥ NI 9 b B

21} YFISTI STSTdel: 31 oA & b BIU Ui Dl $9 UR STaTq o1 A1 I7db &4
AT & BRIBIA H Sl AFIFAAN 88 &, 59 @I5¢ YR H IHDBI @ISl ]
Bl

2l IgQHTIfer: AR HS ST SHl, YD Igd-9gd gdie, 39 § gA
IR B el R8T | T farst Sit, 3119 FifeTy, TuehT 9y I 81 R8T 6

it aea™ RIarst (RIS : AT SUFHTURT AEISd, 39 ¥9d UF IR Sl Il e
T2l ¥, 98 $haa rfaven & faerd of 7af 71 8, 9fcth 59 ¥dd U5 Pl g & d1<,
IE Il BH A1Y-H1Y I8 W SH1T R I8! 7 (6 I8 9] IR 9M [qabrd of ==
g1 fUsell T3, S BN UTS] &l T8, 98 IR, MR AR YR B Y81 3R
S AT TR ATa! BT SH &1, I8 &GP TR DI T, YR & IRTHH IR YR
&S UIY BT & TR $HH 89 QWT, A1 84 PO dld Ah ToIR AT AT - el AT
b T8 o1 fhg BT &1, ST ST 3MMH ST & Tl B 81 B b | S-|id I8 db
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forat fob afe arTar T ST, A1 T T FhE § Y8dT ©, STh! Wi SIdR STdT &I
I Y| B BB - G ol I, ISR ol g4 :| Al Sff 7 g9 aiRared fear
o 519 IR IBT BRIFT BTel AT, I 9T 2 ARG A SITGT ARN Bl 200 RIS A
SITET Eldh TMHR $H YBR BT ST HITT BT HTH {HAT, T 59 HATITHRT ARBR
P8 dHEd B, I ST HdIUIBIR] B BT HIH SHH TGIRId g3l AT e §
o, Ygcl I q9dl IeaRl off 3R 9gd Hed dRd 10 99 H IHB! uied]
31 eReyT g9, U BT Al off = faa

AT YT 78Iy, 98 U1 fhd B &1 <19 dis or fb g & urd
9 €, =T 15T § Y8 dTe] 3MGHT & IIRITY BT ATHH el 8, SdTs &l J1e- T8l 2l
B4 g9 H G B o, BH STAYDBIL Sil b Aiaied H 9l I, 8 ST, dIlgdr Sif &
3reTe | Mt 91, 89 Ufed dMaarel SUTedrd Sft & ofglad § W 9 8iR Ud &I IRT
ST R I - ST, HIST 3R AbH, AT V8T & G| I8 IRT 984 I81 db
ST I3AT, ifhT 399 AR BT AT B BT BT 59 SId | fhaT 17| IS A1y, df
80 PRIS SN DI Ui fehell RIS o o 731, Siafey Ugel aar o7 - 12 § Y
YCMR B Y[R o1 HUST A1y, O dusl W fur a1 iR 7a @1y, 4
BRIS AN Bl HHTT TR AU Y| T8 ARBR DI Al =D Ard 3R rfayawer &
glg BT o 21 B9 o9 [Uoel G2 H o, Al IR BT BT SIelk &b Jhlad FRaR IR
8T AT 3R HRA B! G ST ol=dIsl § 98 A 81 g AT fagelt 9571 &1
HeR 303 fafera sAR®Y Siek o1 3R 319 617 fAferae MRt STer 71 TAT RN
B dTefl W & BIROT 81 2004 H T & 36 fhd= AfSHA Bietol A7 TG AT 9181
ST A1 3F | B ST 2 T, olfh IT! AT 98 $H 81 T8 8, dIe 98 AfShd Bl
UgIS Bl, 978 31 UGIs 81l I TSt 7 &1 4 UFIGT SIl & wifcd H Udh IR 1T
oI IBIF P71 AT fh HRA H &9 | B 1,500 fazafdenery 89 arfzy, oifhd s
T 9101 9 <91 F 1,467 9 31ferep favafdenery yRa & 81 v 21 g9R g fagen |
Igd ¥ et uga ama 21 Rren oY 78 T Ar] 3 18 1 I7H forg St w=t R
Y, I8 TR B Sf I8 51 59 ATy B, 51 901 §s sriegaw o, gqd!
HHSIR B & {17 - § SRIY T BMEdl § - IR-IR [qual & gRT i+ fbar |
U faaelt sReuf SIrsl AR 3R ESTea7 S/l Toiis] o S -geidhR HIRAY
3ffeaReT & Rl TSI VAl 3R IBI+ TSUH VIBR $& BN JAY| I BRI
DI ADR TSI TR TS H BIUF B AN 1 QR BT X1 A A DR (1]

GRIINE H o RCIRTERY)

IREISY 1, B rsToft @t dHueil # U ¥y 2, STehT U1 QIR H &H Bl 3i”
ESTRI AT bl Jeh AT B3|
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2.00 P.M.

9 UMY &1 WIAIER 3R $I8 7, a1 B Uil 8, R g9Rl bl & Jaard
Tl ATI Si1E BT off, G BIC B Sird 81 TS, Vel Bl ird 81 Ts, AR Sir9 8l
TS 31N S & 3MMTh AR TR Teld o, oifh= 31T =T df 3TeTof-3reTul Bhd 2|
IR ¥ 3R W) 98 $© 8, WIRA 31 9¢ 81 &1 TR VAT T & fhadt iR <2 o
BIdT, I S SENTIIT & IR H TSTIT ST, ST A= fham Srarl 39 R S
3aRH FoTe YT foham 1T B, S99 A== fa<T #3015 3 $T © {6 S §9RT Usde
IR &, D] HI BHD] 95 I91 B &1 IASTIBNS & HLATT el ...(TaLTH)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Jairam ji, | decide when time is over. You don't decide it. Your
right...(/m‘errupﬁons)... | have seen this morning. Don't compel me. | have seen all
the rights in this House today. ...(/m‘errupt/ons)... Your right, your duty and
responsibility of the Members of the House and what we need to do. Please continue,
hon. Member.

it T farst: a9 [arafa 9819y, § U8 B8 8T o7 fh R srefaraser i

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

it aeeaT fars): 99 9] g5 SrieiaRel & HUN Hiddh YR B bl B Hiqud
= fBaT ST BT S9HT o FdeR faxg R8T 7, S9d! U fag 81 8, 9 39 IR
DI g1 §s IR DI W T | AT8<d | AT JeT 3l S 4 IR-IR Pal 8 b
AN TR IR 31 & 918 YR 1| Tieya=ey g+

AT FUTIRT 9815, 99 98 gifers) WRIfeRas o1l § e IET8R0T S
3ITIehT ST AT g | TSTRATT H A4 AT AU g3l 51 SARAYT BT 98 341 db
T 2T, oifh= S UTeT < Bls bl dal (haTl 3} T3 I¥HR I+ 3R SR
R HE YT, RIS 3R AR, foUel §919 &1 SRBR 7 el R IH BHH Bl YT DY
feam 3t T & BIR 9Tt B 1 IUTUfTY HBISY, I8 H1H 3MUHT © 3iR IHH YT Hi
M g1 YETEIe! § ggd a9 | U B UfST 1 98 Sl B UfST 8, I9H I8 © b
3ITST ¥ 30 Y Bl I8 hayell 81 AT AT fdh TT-IAT & Tl diex 4, Bl e A
AR, G 3R T DI 1,920 RS 91 e a8 arh fem &t a1 1 81 s,
QIR TTST e S7BI+T S BIF el (4TI 37T SHD! d1d I 8l T3 | [OTRATT & &I
F3 & ot firet forg €, goten Sramare afifay S & a5 I 7, Tors g dgrad
ST A AT e Ty & 3R eRamon & geg w20t 9 WY firdt fofq 81 <1 & HerT 9 o1q 931
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31Ten 8 fop f~fTerd wu A STee 81 a8 M 4l &1 ST /-1 GHTaid 9816, 981 U
HETA &, H TTD] AT (ST 5, TT ATYD! BT & [ RITATS] § BI - ¥ o
IS Al BB B, Al 'S H ST 3R STt # SIS, Aderd Sil 5T, MeH! 8, ST
ST SATST V8 & 31N ST H oIS dT ST SIfd 8, 98 SATST Rl &1 519 & Sil i o,
ITh AT & ofQ 3MR STl WSIFSAT &, ITh ¥ & (ol T8 I BT T 31T ST, Al
S g1l

JUTUIT HBIG T, Y31 98 G © &b 3ITST 79 ThR A fTUel = 3TH BT 37qHT
P21 8, TR BT AT HT 8, I8 AT AR TIRAT BT 781, 39 Aa Bl JUH 8
3R 89 39! OR a1 - © 9gd-9gd g=IdIa|

MR. CHAIRMAN: Dr. Fauzia Khan.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, more than calling this a White Paper on Indian
Economy, | would call it a White Paper on Upcoming Elections. While the Government
pats its own back on the growing economy and hits out at the opposition, it refuses to
look at the ground realities. Two things that the Government must be praised for, in
any case, are: setting effective narratives and excellent event management. ¥, el
H Ub T 2T,

"G1d1 &1 19N T TSl ©IN YN faer s fea,
SV 79T Bl RPN 7 [T BT 517 ©iS faar”

L 35 da e Jweis~ Sl
L0 Jsen 0l 8 a5 I8 s (S 0l 53 Gl

Sir, inequality in India is at obscene levels.While still home to a very large number of
people living in destitution, the number of dollar billionaires in India has increased.
Our White Paper speaks nothing about the impact of the economy on the people
which is a part of the title; it does not speak about widespread unemployment; it does
not speak about rising prices; it does not speak about crimes against women; it does
not speak about corruption. Corruption is on the rise but what can be done if the
Government refuses to see it from the point of the view of the common man? Go to a

police station, go to a Tehsil, go to any Education office, etc., you will see corruption

T Transliteration in Urdu script.
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there. How can you say that there is no corruption when the common man

experiences it every day in his life ? ’

MR. CHAIRMAN: Madam, one second please! We cannot name someone. That will
not be a part of record.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN: Sorry |

MR. CHAIRMAN: Under the rules, we cannot level an allegation against someone who
is not a Member of the House.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN: | am not levelling any allegation. ... (Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: | am cautioning. ... (Interruptions )...

DR. FAUZIA KHAN: | am asking. ...(Interruptions)... | am not levelling allegations.
This is not an allegation. ... (Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: What is fact may be allegation also. ...(Interruptions)... We never
know. ...(Interruptions)... | don't want to make an issue of it. ...(Interruptions)...
Please continue.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN: | am only asking a question as to how does a person become
clean in two days.

MR. CHAIRMAN: That part will not go on record. That | will check. Please continue.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN: Sir, | am talking about NCRB statistics about farmers. According
to NCRB statistics, there are 30 farmers who commit suicides every day. On the 19
of September, 2022, a farmer from Pune, Mr. Dashrath Lakshman Kedari, left a
suicide note wishing birthday greetings to the Prime Minister. Near my hometown, in
Gangakhed, in my district, one farmer committed suicide saying, "Tomorrow please
come for my 31f<TH TP R". Can't we see the tears of these farmers or we will only

be satisfied by giving them samman? IR, 1l & S1d fea™ & 3R €, fe W= &

3R €l Is this Ram Rajya where the seeds of hate are sown? Is this Ram Rajya where

* Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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bulldozers are used to demolish houses of poor people? Is this Ram Rajya where
mob lynching takes place? Is this Ram Rajya GI%TE%R? I H ST SIS Bl 87
| want to ask. | will just end with one couplet:

et g1 7 87 3 BT firerrac &l

Koy S Ssioyr b S s S35

2 S (S Sgea g o SL (S

ggdiq, x|

SHRI PABITRA MARGHERITA (Assam): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | thank you for providing
me this opportunity to share my thoughts on the White Paper which the hon. Finance
Minister, Shrimati Nirmala Sitharman, has presented in the Parliament. Before | share
my thoughts, | just want to mention 2-3 things which | feel are relevant to the subject.
Already | have mentioned once that the first railway station which the State of
Nagaland got was in 1903. You will be surprised to know that for the second railway
station, the North-Eastern people had to wait for long 119 years! It is only after
Modiji's Government in 2023 that we got the second railway station in the State of
Nagaland.

Sir, another point is related to development. The foundation stone of the
longest rail-cum-road bridge, that is, Bogibeel Bridge, was laid in the year 1997 by
the then hon. Prime Minister, Devegowdaji. But the construction began in 2002 under
the guidance of Param Adarneeya Atal Bihari Vajpayeeji. You will be surprised to
know that it was about to break the record time for construction of Taj Mahal. It took
21 years to complete it! Only after Narendra Modiji took charge as Pradhan Sewak
and after 21 years, the Bogibeel Bridge was operational. So, once our hon. former
Prime Minister Devegowdayi asked me in the old Parliament House that whether the
people of Assam remember him. | said: "Yes, Sir. People of Assam and the North-
East always fondly remember you and hon. former Prime Minister Vajpayeeji." ¥X,
19 remember ®1 d1d 353[, 3l we also remember Param Adarniya Nehruji also who, in
1962 Chinese aggression, surrendered saying, 'My heart goes with the people of
Assam." We also remember Param Adarniya Indira Gandhiji under whose instructions
the first airstrike was carried out in the own civilian territory of India. g« P b

T Transliteration in Urdu script.
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3T, Mizoram H gAY DI AT &f 1t s the first and last instance. We fondly remember
Manmohan Singhji also. We respect him. He is one of the best luminaries in the field
of economics and public administration. We, the Assamese people, sent him to this
august House for two-three times from Assam. After coming here, he occupied the
most honourable post, that is, Prime Ministership of our country. But, during his
tenure, he visited there only eight to nine times. We sent him with pride but he visited
there during those ten years only eight to nine times. But our Pradhan Mantri Param
Adarniya Narendra Modiji has visited Assam and the North-East for 65 times. This is
the difference! We remember him that's why. We remember Adarniya Rahul Gandhiji
also who in 2022 February officially reiterated in a statement about his concept about
India. | have already mentioned once here in this august House that his concept of
India is from Kashmir to Kanyakumari, from Gujarat to Bengal. In his concept of India,
there is no North East. We remember him also. We remember hon. the Leader of the
Opposition, Param Adarniya Khargeji also. He is a statesman in politics. When
Congress Party was very badly defeated in the Assembly elections of Tripura and
Nagaland and when the media asked him, he replied -- 'one can search on the

internet, BIcT-BIel 1Y %\T, it doesn't impact', the way he underestimated the people
of North-East. This reflects what? 31 @i & foTg 99 4 foha=t dicw g, BrqRT
IESKill @W %\;, they judge, they love, they estimate a State by the number of Lok
Sabha seats. But @R il 1 AT BRI, H I8! qaTcl g b A12f-$%€ 4 Geb-Tdb Bl e
PR Pl 25 WITH © 3R 39 IR I ARI 25 AT AR Sl BT TRW% &1 N @l 6,

because, Modiji considers North-East to be the growth engine of modern India.

Thank you, Sir.

S1. Ridher $aR (B9rae ucen): O), MU g3i AR ffeerel W ¥ad U5 IR
Tl H I BT TR (4T, S fofQ 3MUhT I8 -984 AR AR, faf¥=1 afzas
gqrdl 3R AR & qrase 9 $erdt A< e iR anfde e &1 |idl
R 7 IR (321 5, ISP oy H A IRBR AR AR fa<q #4301 St &l 9gd-
Igd 9918 <11 9TEd] g1 I8 J8a) 3MYd Heed iR fa<ig e &1 g1 aRom § &
3ITST WIRA ¥ 9%, A1 8% & o, 912 98 HIY &I &F 8l, 918 AISd &I &7 8l, a8
XS BTGl IS DI d1d DY, T8 S Bfdeide! Bl aid B, B & H Jqdqd [dard
TN B

W,Wﬂtﬁﬁ?ﬂiﬁﬂop world seven economiesiﬁaﬁilﬁ,ﬂsfe_rw
top world seven economies ﬁaﬂﬁmmgrowing economyibﬁ?;’%, I 98 R
I, YR BT §, ST 7 per cent I SATET grow HX B! B T 3MfId IS &1 81
RO 21 3R 8H SfaRTSE I WX IR 91 By, 1 3R f¥l <2 B cost of living 8aR
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%\', SUCERRIE &2l, HIXd BT Bl BF AT cost of construction &I aTd aﬁ, cost of
consumption Eﬁéﬂﬁaﬁ, cost of energy DI 919 B IR &F sl 7-8 Erq”’r%sﬁ-cm
BT X, I I UdT T fb BAR I H investment growth RTTIR ¢ Y81 8, Bank
credit growth THTTAR 9¢ Y81 21 3R H 2014 &1 910 %, Il S THI YR BT foreign
reserve 304.2 AT ST 27 31X 31157 2024 H T8 double BT 618.94 fAferas ST
Bl AT 81 I8 98} SN ifcrat o1 € uRome 7, I At S ot Sl &1 &
gRum 2l HIAY, 3d H monthly gross GST-collection Pl 919 Bl tll*%:‘ll b
Financial Year, 2018 § B9HR <31 H I8 0.9 IR HRIS fY, ST 31T 2024 H 9GP 1.7
TG RIS B AT &l ST8T O inflation BT 914 ©, AT a4 2014 H inflation rate 9.4 TR
ofT, T8I 35T I8 2024 H I8 Tehx 5.5 TR¥<C I8 AT Bl

N, ST Gross Non-Performing Assets %\;, as a percentage of gross advances
Y 2018 H 11.2 U< o, T8 RIdHR, 2023 § Y TTHR 3.2 IRIC I8 TV &1 o4 fb
ﬁqﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ?}fﬁ?unemploymentngw,ﬁﬁmmé%aﬁ
2017-18 § 39 T BT unemployment YT 6.1 IR AT, T8 TY 2022-23 H HThHY 3.2
TRC 81 AT, S Ig <Al & fb Al S @ il & aoig | <91 ¥ fhd geR 9
unemployment ©cl g1 ST&T T current account deficit as a percentage of GDP EAKIGI
g, I I8 IV 2014 H ST 2 TR 2T, TE 31T 2024 H GSH T 1 GR¥C 81 T
g, Ol fob gAY 98aR 3nfIs ifaa &1 8 aRum |

ATIER, H 3fYS AETH | Y81 O 3idhs G T8l g, Sl S o b J 99
2004 ¥ 2014 & 19 H JUIY BT AIBR AR T8 2014 F 2024 P G419 H UASIY Bl AR
H T 3} 81 <2 BT GDP, ST d¥ 2004 3R 2014 & 1T H 98 TRI HRIS AT, I8 IY
2015 iR 2023 & §1F H BN 159.7 ARG HIS &1 1| I HI T8I Sl & b At
TRGR DI Al BT IoT8 | < h¥ T ¢ Y81 81 3FR & Hiel AR 3T Bl 91 DY
ar I8 99 2004-2014 & <IF F BT 86,454 B0 oY, TEI 3MTST 2024 H I IGhR S
ARG ¥ HUR UgF TS §l I8 Alal GXBR I ATl BT &1 IRUMH 5l 3IBR 1T, Sl
Ty 2004-2014 &b §1F H 3 BRI 80 TG o, 31T J TGHR 6 PRIQ 70 AT, FATT SR[
EﬁTFQ%\;I ..(Hg El'ﬁ'éié}l)... X, gl fi9e ] 33 I8 maiden speech gl

MR. CHAIRMAN: Two minutes is too long. Your original time was four minutes only.
DR. SIKANDER KUMAR: Sir, one minute !

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thirty seconds, conclude.

S1. Ridher FAR: TR, a9 2004-14 & GRTS H Defence Exports 1,941 RIS AT, Sl
31TST IR 16,000 BRI B AT B TEol R 1dgawT ST § STE1 10d U R
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off, T8 3171 Ulerd AT UR 377 775 & 3R G351 YRT A & fob Arel il bl ) <4 4 s
Y 2027 AP a9 BT T I Tt i< g9 | ....(FIL). ..

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Vijay Pal Singh Tomar; seven minutes.

i foora 91 g dFR (STR ISR A 99T Heled, H 999 Ugd o2 &
JIRE] T HAT, A AR5 HIG] Sif 3R S9! ARBR B 59 g1d P oI S81S <1
el § fb =M dol e a7 48 SfY, 1. TH.UE. W@RIHRE St iR 9L,
TRRFET @ S Bl AR I S DI "IN B AR /Y Ugel I8 G Sl HURI
3TPR St ! fo|

GRT, SO Ugel 19 10 |Iel Bl JUIY Bl AXDR 3775 Y 1 ST U8l a2 Bl
3T fRAMT S oY, Rifh ree St B TRBR 7 S <90 BT Fe! [RART F Ay o,
CIfthT 98 ARBR YCTAR 3R "ICTdl & oy S 151 39 YR ARBR H ICTER 3i”
gIcTel Ul S9d BRI AT A? [R, 50 AT H debi A A1 01 {1 1T, 14T
ST B 70T 37811 8 ATl H « a1, Swiced &l WY ¢ foar, 9= fos MRex e i
& afiR U ARN &1 T A1 S AR AT Y 319 I9 HIG! Sl 9l PR I8 &, ST
TS -UTs Igel Bl SIQN| 7614 4T 3R S99 Il DR Bl | AlGl il Bl Fir|
9 golc | SITGT Holl 81 T, I8 AT S TRAR ot o S 9977 §F 39 81 o
I8 ¥ 3R TS U Bl A8 B fhar ST 8T o, Rifdh SHT FHI Bl gicter At
BT 31T &g AN = 91T, Bt sclleh 3Mde H 1 RT 86 BSIR Bl Gl &1 131,
ISCHSA Wol H GieTal 8 T, 25 Sfofhd WagH § 1 oG 76 891X &I °icTel 81
T, IRST foe % | glerd 81 4T, 1S AR "ieTdl 81 131, 8ld a0 @xig
HISTAT 81 T, RTINS gfoTlhiey HicTell 81 ATl I8 "IcTal 8l gicToll &l
RHR AT B9 519 W qrad o, ST &4 8 2l Dlg Qe Tl &1 1 Yo "icTell JH
3T STTAT AT| I IRBR S99 3MTs B, I F IR fSRieargse & &4 # Hifd &1
AJcd HR BT 2| IS, I JUIY & I AT &X T 8 fererd off 3R 39
SR Bl Y& STafh THSIV & <188 | 5 Uferd 9 SR B4l 98] TS| 99 2004 ¥ 2014 &
7 YT 3rETET b foU Yoo dT ugel SRd off 3R @ IR fhddt 7 eare 8
feam A1) St & WRBR 7 11 BRIS A SATET AT I9ThR 59 §1d Bl cover HRA
1 B [T FqeSdT &b STlTdT i Hfel @fh 3mg 4 99 H S 81 718 81 A &
g H BIS WIHfyd eT el g oY, Afp TSI & ez Wi wrepfere 3
31Ts, ST 100 a8T # B4 TE 3778, olfh IHb qrasia Wl 222 BRI Bl free vaccine
doses & & qTAS[G, 80 BRI U AfAb AN Bl free ration a1 & qrava A, I Bl
i T H | ISt T A 9 arell srefegawen gl fUwell a1 BHE! § WA
Pl 3N fadbr gv ot f{%’ 7.6 per cent ﬁ Bl %\', Sgfdh China 4.6 per cent UX %,
IMRIET Y - I 9 B YD &1 31T 89 UHSIU &l WRGR H 11d W4 9 5d W+ R
31T Y & 3IR A ARBR Bl Hhed & b 2027 T A1 VI IR Ygd SIYI| §HB]
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T BRI 82 TADT BRUT Ig & b 39 IR I, SHHSRT 9 9e &1 8 38 ol
ST 5 et fob ufer <afth g g1 81 1% & Sil fb 1.97 <frg ufd <afxh Arerin 81 H
IET I8 SRR AT AT, el A G I$1 MM Bl V&1 AT, B &b Y Il 4 $&
U Aiebs ey o i & forg o &1 fdan H wer arsdn § & Bk &l Mo
ARl & BR fHaE o IR s ©RE g8 &1 59 § 2013-14 F 01, o
Agriculture Ministry H Udh meeting Eﬁ off| g8t #9 qv forar fop Crops A net income &IT
27 d9 I8 & AIBTRAT = 1T fP crops I net income 6,324 ST ATATT 21 § g9
3eed ¥ U ATl S8 HEl fh SHH gY TTE] AT S, AfE Big 918 A $7hH 8
Tl T, I SHD! 1 AT S, AT Ui ATE income 527 30U §51 I8 AOIgR W 1
fram &1 ATHx fhaq W1 fHAT? 54 per cent STHIF & RS & 9199 F81 9, I d
e HROT TE A2 50 ATl T ST Al S_IA (BT o1, Tl R 39 a9 H g2 FO
eI fohaT? gei fhaT Bl FoIgR A 71Td AThR WSl HR [T 3MR 319 qIef PR I3 o |
HIGT Sft 7[R B 3 GIIHT 21, @15 AT DI T 500 BUF AT Al [BATT AHATT
S 7 <9 1 B B B Bl 11 crore W AH fHAMI Bl 6,000 T ATATT et 2
g, 2,80,000 BRIS BUY W SITeT < oy iR Ug! 78!, g d foxft i e # 8f - § uah-
&1 g1 SHH SR BgaNl| §1ch & ATel § JUIY D1 SI1 BN BT goic AT, I8 1,48,162
PRIS AT, STdfh NDA & 1S9 WX T8 6,21,940 BRIS B 21 JUIY T TR gie ay
BT RTaET g7 a1, ST AfIH U a9 BT Ul ATl BT NDA BT goie & il b
1,25,000 HRIS BII BT B

HAEIGY, {1 3! T H31 forar a1+ A & IR § 91171 eNam &1 Hel-
1,389 HSAT BTH PR &I &1 Hdl BAcl dIFT P dR H 984 914 301 X8 I, 3R 4l B3
AN 5 JSTs, dl ol 56.97 BRIS AMIThd TG ATY, N [BAFI & W § 9
BT 1,54,498 HIIS BUAT HIE AT 8| HEIGY, T2l Tal, oI Hd I1d H Ig U 3R d
HHE & g9 1 A, A1 J FE =2 I & el ) @i 781 g31 99 | fha @l
g%, SUB R H H 3MUP] g1 X1 §l HEIGY, 2004-05 A bR 2013-14 TP S7BI-
2,84,000 HRIS TYY & I BT WIS BT AR YRAI ST UTST BT AT NDA B TRBR
T 12,14,000 BRIS BUY Bl WIS BIl $990 ©E T WIS DIl T8I 2,54,000 BRIS
JYY BT IE B WS DI 8 3R TR AXBR 1 5,05,000 RIS TUT Bl WS BT 81
8T Bl WG TR Fgd SR § W8 1 D! Pl WIS 1,936 PRI$ DY Bl AT 3R
TR TRBR B 85,908 BRIS BT A &R B1 off| A8ISd, MSP IR Y WIg di| SHH!
freTes ® @RE 10 AT 7 10,261 BRIS TYY BT o, THARY 34,055.79 HRIS BT DI B
IS, WA e o RIS @1 a9 2006 ¥ 11 T off, M9 9T W] T&1 dt
o7 B IHDI A1 BT, NI BT S8 AT A1 T 3R WHERT B &1 B W)
ol

HBIGY, 396 I H Alsd 2o BTS dal ¥, I 23 BRIS I SITGT Aisel o
PTs gic feu| e o= 171 o, S 89R 99T § 9gdx 12,108 BT M5 59 d¥E | &
& § fHAT B T IGT7 BT B fhaT| ST fhami & foIw it | &1 fobar a7 Bl
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RIS, 31T SIF T4 dleR! S W §Y IR S 931 | &7 g1, 79 ¥ U a1
I1e 3T aY 1967 H Ugell IR B & Rgell® ANl H 8 TRISHN g oA, T4 Fgh
QRIS UTel & SN IR o1 I2 o, hlg dadl AT fdh @1 1Y eH, 4t U Jd - I8
g1 BT BT 81 IR, Wm?ﬁ%ﬁqmsﬁwﬁwﬁwdamﬁéﬁﬁaﬂ CHEIKIECS]]
&l XET 1, I8 DI BRI I VT A1 TH A1 TS I, S bl fo # 6 o
HEATT SR BT T 5 e, 3 A1 b W N OIS Y 92 ¥, T o 2,y
7 o6 98 91 &, ol dicl [ 1 |9 911 & qrava | I M T8 &l 3781 [hami o
R @RTe B, 9P 918 9 I T2 21 IfS Tlen) TRor {98 St &7 YRd ¥ e,
ar |9 foR1y B & U W 8T | /T MY SHBT AR HRA1 A8 82 T A1
873U 1 STl IR X1 8l a1l #eley, § g8 aarl =arsdl g & dial off &
AT I fag, f7e! e =mfey 1 § Hery § 19 q1e FHIS BRAT A8l gl aaT
REBR 7 "Iooga] o & T8d 10 BRIS 4 3Mfd T H-aHE < BT B b,
fareafaerer o dwar a¥ 2014 # 723 oft, ST 31@ 1,113 W SR 21 S HicioiT 5,298
o], Il 319 43,796 €| 7 U IMMSIMSTH g+, 7 Y IATSIAMsCISl a1, 225 AU HfSHA
Blciolel §9 &, ...(A9T Bl 8eh)... 8 All India Medical Institutes &, ST gGHR 319 23 Bl
T 21 2% &7 # I 81 W21 71 79 Fdl ot yRasd #a1eg & IR | $El fb 57
T ¥ ATRIYY AT BT F9TC 34 TOIR HRIS ST | HH BT T, FHRT goIC 2 ARG 70
BVIR 435 RIS I BT goic X811 T 12 fharier ufafes 991 2 o, 89 29 fhariex
gfofes 997 32 |

it wymafr: e S fga<h
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ARG W HUR FCICH &1 AGT i BT ARPR 1 S 10 TU1 H 8% &1 H g 1 [$Y T,
ST TeTall Bt G¥BR Bl STl 1 THRT AR T 1o} 400 TR 19 ST 32T 2

sl i fgaet (SR U< A GuMiT A2y, MU 91 diel Bl J7aw
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& g AT STTeeT fadm| AR Al Sif &l HHSIR 9k Ud [T g5 srefaawe
T g | FSRTTer Sifel I bR TGel H 2Te S, Hlel I BT YT 1 U4 TR
DI BT Al SIt D1 T T& 1T D1 ST &1 10 gu H g fQ0rs <20l bl qe
gheldd §U IR 501 T1 AT ATl S I HBIG Y, 3R HRIAT HEFRI 7 375
I, A1 SI-3 |16l U8l B §ART <97 541 91 Srieqdwell a1al <1 91 147 Bl
YR D1 ITANAT = SHIST & AT F 1,167 DRIS AT DI 34 TR BRI A
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3fdrep Ghaem a1l wew AR e, "Sooadl ST, e SHgE 9T, 9ieE
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TEAT BT B A1 HeT #3i1 Si = foh

HBIqY, 39 H JUIY TRBR & $O GIcTdl & IR H gar-1 aredl gl Uy TRHR
Tl &l URGR AT, Tt Sd! T T 1d, <1 8 @ie 2, gl KR glerdl -
AR, B9 919 e ¥ Ugd ¥, 9 9G] UBTST UIT ST T, I & ¥ s
HICTell & IR H I A8d] gl ARET [FIehs °IeTel, 2G Celld | "I, AEHS
W "ierdr, JfSIT gierdr, Ao & foy 4 =ier, e Sier - S
Tl & IR H 89 8] B8 N8 &, AT I AT - $7h bIIcl ATde Bl &
B 3P GICTel IR &R T BT BT [HA1 AT I8 W FH! THBRI H BRI TS,
20124 g% faSTell @t Skt Sire™ 4 Ha It dhell ol IRT <2 AR 4 o, A1
PULET P BIRYN IR U AT FIaRAT a1l <21 g AT 7| JUIY BT TRBR b
A Tl U, DT SRBT o1 TST TS, AT Al St & 31 & 18 foaolelt
g UReci JATAT 81 37T g H 18 ©e 3R eI H 24 € fsTell Al bl firet W&l &
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Hhe Bl

AEIGY, H SR U el | ATl g1 SR T2l H Il I HSR 7 FHEio7 garr, qaiar
QOYIRTH WIaT 2l e Si 310 iR H faRTSt, Sep! ufcifesd fovan war, et
I8 | BRIS| PRIS AT GHGE AT DI HAT R g | HBIGd, A a1 BT YTl G
Y AT AT| DIBRI I3 Algd TAM HRUGDI TR M Il 51 I8 ST DI
HHIAR il AT, ST DGR Fgail B Al 7 I8 el fdh 3R AT PIg JI9-T 9T il
a1 IFD! W H BRUIT & g S el

HEIGH, 3MTST BRIST BRIS FATTT GHIact gl BT 7 G g1 2, Fifds JATe
H He AT BT HGR g1 81 o1 81 71, Al ARDR §RT HIeM-[Aeq=1 HIRER,
SR {98 BIRSIR, AYRT H HISRT BT FHI0T B | Gie Dl geral [l iR
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HEIed, § g8 W del Arsdl § & AI] Sff &l RSR 7 3771 HH HribTe o
g U 95 91 B {51 Bl ...(F9T B °9Y)... FeIgy, § U MRS arg Fe
G| H Teb 91 IS IATT AT8 § fob BRI ARBR ATE<H! & (b Faap! &R e, Al
3T THel, Aad] TR el 3iR 319 Udh TS o A1 H (YT a1 DI A BT
EIGSIE]

Tl 85+ o ST+ & ST I B

IE HIG] PR BT Hebed 81 HEIGd, ATY Y31 dier DI FHY [T, I 98-
SEIEICE

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, hon. Minister to reply the discussion. Yes, Dr. K. Keshava
Rao.

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: | would like to thank the Government for conferring Bharat
Ratna to Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The House must collectively thank them. The House must
collectively thank you. It is a good sentiment.

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: | think nobody would object. We are thanking the
Government for conferring Bharat Ratna to Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao and to Dr. M. S.
Swaminathan also. He was my benchmate in this House. So, we thank the
Government. Their contribution to the country is well-known to you, | need not repeat
it. Hon. Finance Minister is a part of Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao's family. She used to
go there as a couple. | remember this because Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao used to refer
to them. Sir, | again, thank the Government for that.

it v oAt (TSI W), RIGFET 19 Sl &I, o] =R {48 S 31 3R <.
CTHITRIA ST T, TIFI bl AR T (ST 1 2, 3HHBT RT3 ITeT TR Bl
g, AT BT Bl

MR. CHAIRMAN: Dr. Keshava, let me indicate to you, when Narasimha Raoji was the
hon. Prime Minister, | got a call one day...

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: Sir, | want to....
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Dr. Thambidurai, please sit down. | got a call from the PMO. | used
to make an effort to meet him frequently, but it used to fructify every 3-4 months.
Then he said, "You are a senior advocate. | want to associate you in my legal cell.’
He was the President of the Congress Party also. | said, 'Hon. Prime Minister, any
assignment is good enough.' | was part of the Congress Party. He made me in-
charge of the legal cell. There were a number of occasions and you would recollect
that when | got the message from the tweet of the hon. Prime Minister about the three
of them, | reacted and indicated this, 'l am so glad that you have spoken about it and
these are celebratory moments when the entire House must speak in one voice.'

DR. K. KESHAVA RAQO: Sir, | was the Chairman of the Shri P. V. Narasimha Rao
Centenary Celebrations Committee. That is why | wanted to go on record.

SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: Mr. Chairman, Sir, thank you very much. We
have had a Short Duration Discussion, but | think quite a lot of Members, many of
them, have given us their valuable inputs on what they think of the White Paper and
its contents. Sir, giving a very brief introduction to my speech, to my reply, not really
getting into too much of a detail which is there in the White Paper itself because it is
laid in both the Houses and | have given a fairly elaborate reply in the Lok Sabha and
also fairly elaborate opening statement there, | would still get into some details but not
too many. | understand the delay or the time that we need to conserve because we
have one more discussion to take place. Sir, there is a need for me to just explain the
economy in 2014, which we inherited, for a moment. It may suit the Members of the
Opposition, at least some parties, particularly the Congress, to say that 'we had left
the economy in prime shape, our growth rate was this per capita' and | can always
have several Members from our side who speak. After all you inherited a good
economy from Atal Behari Vajpayeeji's time and maybe in your first five years, you
tried benefiting the people with that good economy, but subsequently and
unfortunately, after the global financial crisis it was thorough mismanagement. All this
can be said. Both sides can argue over them, but the fact is, these are already well
analysed, well written about and they are out there in the public. It is not just for me to
say it. We certainly say it because when we got the economy in 2014, when we
inherited the economy and soon after that, a year later probably, hon. Prime Minister
himself went public to say, it may not be the best time for me to get this out, he didn't
at that time think whether he is going to come up with something later, but clearly the
intention of why a white paper was not brought out was clearly stated by the Prime
Minister himself. It would have certainly damaged the confidence the Indian citizens
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had in our own country, in its institutions, in the strength of its economy, in the
strength of the institutions which have to serve the economy and so on. So, he didn't
want to shatter the confidence of the people. After all, they blessed him to come and
serve the country. We all saw him evocatively bowing his head at the entrance of the
Parliament saying he had come here as a servant of the people. '| have come here to
serve the country.' There is no good crying afterwards saying, 'Oh, the economy is
really bad. | have come here, but | am sorry..." That wouldn't have been in the spirit
of the things. So, he very clearly said, '| am sorry, there is a lot of suggestion, but |
am not doing it in the national interest because if | put it all threadbare, it will affect the
confidence of the institutions, the investors and the people at large. So, that has been
explained. Why now? It is because, as | said earlier, ten years of toiling to get
economy back on its rail. Again, | will bring in this parallel. We have operated, in the
last ten years, on two rails — rail which moves from one destination to another — one
to correct the economy, remove the malpractices which had happened earlier,
remove all those instruments which can be used as a weapon for ransacking. So,
clear those archaic laws and rules, make Ease of Doing Business a primary concern
and so on and so forth and looking at them equally. Sir, futuristic reforms were so
important. | am sure, with all the respect that all of us have voiced — | was glad to
hear — across the party lines, we have had such a wonderful farewell given to Dr.
Manmohan Singh. | will join in it. But, equally, it is important, whether it is post-1991,
or, ten years after 2004, the promised reforms of the 1991 itself were not complete at
that time. Subsequently, when there was an opportunity again between 2004 and
2014, there were no reforms! It is one thing to continuously tell us ‘What have you
done? What have you done?’ The two-track approach required for train to go
forward — one is to remove malpractices and its impact on the economy and
secondly not only carry forward those pending reforms waiting from 1991 but also
even further to take the economy forward. So, that is the track we have laid for
ourselves. And, there it goes, we have breached a stage where the economy can
now say that we have reached the fifth position and we will reach third in the coming
years. That is where | wanted to compare it. There is a proverb in Tamil. And, | am
sure, every one of our language is rich in metaphors, idioms, rich in the local context
and so on. There is a proverb in Tamil,  "Like a cloth on thorny bushes". There is a
bunch of thorny bushes and, in that, a sari or cloth falls, how would you extricate that
cloth from it”? You will have to remove it from every thorn which pricks on the cloth.
Then, to remove cloth without any damage, how much delicate and literally toil it

* English translation of the original speech delivered inTamil .
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will be, so that cloth comes out clean, cloth comes out without getting torn and then
put it on even clean. The economy was like a piece of cloth on a thorny bush. The
bush was full of all those malpractices which have torn the economy. That is exactly
how the economy was and there is no exaggeration. This is very evocative example or
idiom | am using. But, actually, that was it. And, that is what we inherited.
Otherwise, why would | say, "Like the cloth on thorny bushes'! What was the
idiom/phrase the whole world was using for us? It was ‘Fragile Five.” That is not what
| am calling it. The world called you like that in 2014. The world called all of us. You
were in an economy which was fragile! If you are fragile, what is the level of fragility ?
From the bottom, you are within the first five ! If that is the TITd of the economy that
the Prime Minister Modi and this Government inherited, and if we sit watching and
wondering how to sort it out, what would have happened? Sir, straightaway we got
into action. That is why the first Cabinet decision in 2014 was to form SIT to remove
black-money and second was to form the Expenditure Reforms Commission under
Dr. Bimal Jalan, so that all the profligate expenditure of the earlier Government could
be rationalized, more systematic and answerable methods of doing governance put in
place. Those were the first two decisions of this Government, clearly stating the intent
with which we were getting on the job of cleaning economy and giving it a new lease
of life. And, as a result, today, | am happy to say that we have reached where we
have reached. At this stage, as an elected Government, we have every duty to inform
the people of this country, to these two august Houses— Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha— where people’s representatives are seated, so that they know the true
picture of what it was then and what it is now and what effort it took for us to restore
it. | would repeat that mind picture about our economy, 'a cloth on thorny bushes',
and the way in which it had to be delicately removed from those thorny bushes, do
legislation, do correction in the rules, also make sure that you are giving enough
incentive where it has to go in the right place, savings by using technology; not one
thing and not at one level, but across the board and at various levels, the economy
had to be restored. So, today, when we are bringing a White Paper, it is because, as
| said, we have brought the economy to a certain level and that level gives us a
confidence that we are now not able to say within the next few years -- that is why
the hon. Prime Minister keep saying -- but in our third term, surely, the economy will
reach the third rank. And, this is not without a reason. And, above all, once again,
why now? There should be a record for posterity so that we know what happens
when the intent is not good and the transparency is not available in governance; what
can happen to economy, and which should never be repeated. We need to have
governance clean; we need to have governance that is accountable; and, not have
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governance which is through extra constitutional bodies.

Sir, in the Lok Sabha, | had spent some time, explaining through various items
-- which are parts of the White Paper, coal scam, how the banks went into a big
mess and how that was brought back -- to explain all these things. | do not want to
spend too much time going into one more or third more or fourth more in the list of
items which we have mentioned in the White Paper. But, | am talking about the overall
project implementation and the speed with which the schemes were implemented.
And, that itself is one classic examples how everybody was going about their own in
the Government and hon. Dr. Manmohan Singh was not able to get them all together
to give that collective synergy. As a result, projects were delayed and were running
into excess cost. And, despite already given that extra cost, the projects were still not
getting completed. Our hon. Member from Assam spoke about how Bogibeel Bridge
was sanctioned in 1997, if | know right, the hon. Member may correct me, and it took
all these years to get completed. ...(/nterrupt/ons)... Yeah; yeah, | am conscious of
that. | am conscious of that. For ten full years after that, you could not correct it.
Now, don’t point finger at Vajpayeeji. We have corrected it now. The Vajpayee
Government could not do, you could have done that. It’s alright to go on interrupting
to satisfy your bosses. But, do have the patience to listen. ...(Interruptions)... Yeah;
yeah, there will be some people reporting to your bosses. Right? You can correct me
for every factual thing, which | am not saying right. But, don’t go on weakening a
person standing here, dare the guts out to speak to you, after you have been patiently
heard out. ...(Interruptions)...

Aadhaar, Direct Benefit Transfer, Jan Aushadhi Kendra — they say all these are
theirs, acknowledge them, they were the one to bring them in, and so on. Let me
highlight just the Jan Aushadhi Kendra. Middle class, the poor, all of them benefit
when the medicines are available for lesser price. Branded medicines have become
so expensive that they can’t afford that. The Jan Aushadhi Kendras were started in
2008. Who denies it? It’s theirs. But, where was it. In 2008, they started; in 2014, only
80 Jan Aushadhi Kendras were established at that time, which is six years after it was
launched. 80 centres only! They go on talking, Right to Food we established, we
gave the Right to Information. Arey, Right for Medicine you also brought na. Why only
80 in six years? | just want to contrast this with what hon. Prime Minister Modi has
done. Sir, the number of Jan Aushadhi Kendras reached 10,000 in December, 2023.
And, common citizens are benefitting out of medicines which are available at
affordable prices. More than 1,800 medicines are available in these Kendras and that
is helping the poor and the middle class to obtain medicines at affordable prices. Sir,
the Bogibeel bridge got completed in time; the hon. MP, Pabitra was speaking about



[ 10 February, 2024 ]

it. In all our Independent India’s history, a second railway station in the North East
happens when Prime Minister Modi comes in. After the first one, you forgot the North
East. At least, you remember that Dr. Manmohan Singh himself was from Assam.
GWWWW,Wﬁﬁ%lﬁﬂﬂ%ﬂﬂvisitsﬁglaﬁml | do not want
to deride anybody. It is important to assimilate with people and join in their revelry
also. RI%G S AT HET THT 3R Qﬁ@T communal dancing e} participate bl El
HTH! TET 8, AN TR HTH Ht BT ARy, ST A1 fret-Sfel o3 T8+ Y A1y
IR HH W HRAT eyl I8 ar sl g3l Sir, with regard to programme
implementation, | would like to state here that the PM Modi personally monitors

programmes and their progress through the video conference that he holds with the
District level officers. They state how much progress is happening. If it is not
happening, then, a Minister goes there and also follows it up. Up to 43 edition of
PRAGATI, 348 pending projects whose total cost is Rs.17.36 lakh crores have been
reviewed; progress is happening; quickly, they are all coming to a conclusion. This
kind of an effort never happened earlier. The biggest problem is this. A person who is
so closely associated with infrastructure development openly said and | quote him:
"The biggest problem of stalled projects appeared in the last two, three years of the
UPA Government." This is a statement which reveals as to when it started showing
up their inefficiency, lack of decision-making. In this period, infrastructure projects
worth Rs.18 lakh crores were stalled. Whether it was through Ministry of Environment
at that time or any other Ministry at that time, projects were stopped. So, this is about
projects. The other one big example is the Eastern and Western Peripheral
Expressway, which was again approved in 2006 and they had more than six years to
complete it. It was never got done. And, it was in 2018 after the Prime Minister Modi
comes in, that Expressways were completed. Project completion had come to a
complete halt.

Sir, about inflation, repeatedly, there are figures thrown at us, inflation is this,
inflation is that. | just want to highlight because Vajpayeeji’s Government is also often
mentioned; oh, Vajpayee was also there, that Government did not do anything. | want
to tell you, Sir, inflation in the last year of Atal Bihari Vajpayeeji’'s Government, the
NDA Government, was below four per cent. | am not very good in Hindi but | am
tempted to use one saying. IS T TMER HRAT.., am | right? %, TS CARICRECEGIR
TP AREX §12004 H 19 TASIY TEHE | dTST4! ST A 4 per cent below inflation
& 1Y AP B H AT, AT YT IHDBT KT [HAT? TS Bl MaR R <241l -

targeted, reckless fiscal policy, ill-targeted subsidies, wasteful expenditure — all done
for political gains. At the end of the day, they also had their turn of inflation. Targeting
inflation is just not trying to contain inflation but supply-side measures also should be
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done simultaneously so that lack of enough supplies will jack up price. You should
contain that also. Now, we have a Group of Ministers which is monitoring every week
what is the supply of tur dal, how much of pototoes are in the market. If the onions
will have to be imported, we will import it. So, inflation-management also involves
supply-side management. They had suffered from twin deficits. In 2013, 4.9 per cent
was the fiscal deficit and 4.8 per cent was the current account deficit. So, they
continuously lived with this. The priority was not that. And | am not saying all this. The
most respected Dr. Manmohan Singh, in 2013, in AICC Session in Jaipur said,
“Handling inflation is a shortcoming of the UPA Government.” Dr. Manmohan Singh,
not anywhere else, in AICC Session, not anywhere in some corner of the country, in
Jaipur, says, “Handling inflation is a shortcoming of the UPA Governemnt.” 3?1%5 dig
AT inflation & IR H IR-IR I P ST & b MY T b, &9 31esT 6Tl 519
S, AAET g it 8 @8 © %, “Inflation management is a shortcoming of UPA
Government.” X, Ya dhe T &l So, average inflation under UPA, that is, between
2004 and 2014, was 8.2 per cent; average retail inflation during UPA-2, which is 2009~
14, was over 10 per cent; double digit. Sir, double-digit inflation occurred nine times
from January, 2012 to April, 2014. Nine times, it went beyond 10 per cent, IR 3T %ﬁ
inflation management b I Sl o <8c\| %I So, on the economic pain which the
poor people had to face, please introspect before you accuse us.

Sir, what are we doing to contain inflation? We are strengthening buffer stock,
making sure that key food items are kept in the buffer and released to the market
every now and then, open market operations, easing out on imports whether of
pulses or edible oil. Somebody did refer to Bharat Aata, Bharat Dal. Yes, we had to
make sure that we purchased it wholesale, pack them in containers or bags which are
saleable in Mother Dairy or NAFED or some Markfed kind of institutions. Therefore,
when we did this, Bharat Atta at 27.50 rupees per kg, we have already sold 2.37 lakh
metric tones as of 28" January, 2024, which means, the subsidized, easily-available
Atta now is available for the common man in different places, and they noticed it and
they bought and benefited from it. We have taken measures, and, as a result,
subsidized Bharat Dal at 60 rupees per kg bag and 55 rupees per kg if it is 30-kg bag,
2.97 lakh metric tones, as of 31*" January, has already been sold, meaning, poor
people have already taken it from these various outlets. Onions are available at 25
rupees per kg, and, for that, 3.96 lakh metric tones have been already sold by 3
February, 2024. Only recently, we have started Bharat Rice, being sold at 29 rupees
per kg. So, | think, even in the Question Hour, Sir, | have gone into detail about how
inflation is being managed. | don’t want to elaborate on it. Much has been said also in
the White Paper.
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3.00 P.M.

Sir, there is just one more thing. Very senior Member, respected Shri K.C.
Venugopal, raised a lot of issues. | just want to highlight some information, which
some other people also talked about - Government jobs. | want to highlight that. The
unemployment rate for Graduates has declined from 17.2 per cent in 2017-18 to 13.4
per cent in 2022-23. Overall unemployment rates, including everybody, declined from
5.8 per cent in 2018-19 to 3.2 per cent in 2022-23. So, it is coming down. The PLI
Scheme also withessed over Rs. 1.07 lakh crore of investment leading to production
worth Rs. 8.7 lakh crore. Employment generation through that is about seven lakh;
seven lakh individuals benefited from that. The yearly net payroll additions to the
EPFO -- till some time ago the Minister was here -- more than tripled, from 61 lakh to
129 lakh, in 2022-23. Someone raised a question about Government jobs in
particular. As many as 8,82,191 Central Government vacancies have been filled up --
| think it was Shri Tiruchi Siva who raised it; he is not here now -- in the last nine years
as compared to just six lakhs vacancies that were filled up between 2004 to 2013.
Regional Recruitment Boards gave Government jobs to 4,30,592 youth between 2014
and 2023. Government launched the Rozgar Mela in October, 2022 as a result of
which today 6.32 lakh people have already got appointment letters in their hands.
Ten lakh Central Government jobs have been given through that.

Sir, whenever we talk of inflation, there is this comparison between 'our period'
and 'your period'. | have already, sort of, established that. One important fact is that
despite collapse in crude oil prices in the second half of financial year 2009-10, 2010~
11 and 2011-12, inflation was running in double digits. Crude oil prices were coming
down, but that benefit was not being passed on to the common public. That is their
policy. What is Prime Minister Modi's policy, Sir? Crude oil prices were at one level.
When they started coming down, twice, once before Deepawali in 2021 and in 2022
again, we reduced the rates of excise. As a result, the pump price of fuel came down.
So, the passing on to the common citizens is a very important criterion, which UPA
never followed.

Sir, specifically, there were questions about EDs being used and weaponised
and CBI being weaponised. | want to remind them of a few instances. There are
several instances, but there is this one instance of how CBI was misused against an
honest officer, SBI Chairman, Shri R.K.Talwar. He was an honest person who was
heading the bank, but because he refused to give loan to one of their favourites,
recommended by the 'irst family', CBI went to his house and he was compelled to
resign from the post of Chairman, SBI. That is weaponising. That was weaponising
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CBI, nothing else. Here, when we have given independence to ED and they go
searching, the accusation is, 'They do it only with Opposition Leaders.' | want to say,
first of all, whether through CBI or ED, where the money laundering element comes,
they want the money laundering to happen so that through the backdoor they can
benefit out of it. So, ED and CBI did not follow on PMLA cases because that was
important for them, they wanted the operation to keep going on. If it is stopped using
PMLA, money will not come to them in the form of kickbacks. So, ED was made to
remain dormant. CBI did not pursue PMLA cases; the data proves it. During their
time, the number of prosecution complaints filed was 102 by ED, whereas when we
have given them independence to contain black-money and contain money
laundering, the number of cases now filed is 1,200. The number of restitutions, the
amount that is restituted, which is taken away from the wrongdoer and given to banks
and institutions, during their time, was nil. They did not restitute even one rupee from
the wrongdoer to the bank or to anybody else, whereas the actual restitution during
our period is Rs.16,333.02 crore, which has come to banks. Similarly, red corner
notice and extradition has not been done during their time. Everything was nil. What
we have done is to issue red corner notice on 24 people and orders have already
been passed to extradite Vijaya Mallya, Nirav Modi and Sanjay Bhandari, all of whom
were benefited through loans during their period. During their period, they gave loans
and these people ran away from the country. They did not take any action. When we
came to power, we had to send notice, fight the case and the orders for extraditing
them have already been issued. | can't see K.C. Venugopalji here, but | will still
respond. You tell me one scheme that you have brought compared to ours, except
RTE, RTIl, NFSA. ...(Interruptions)... | want to highlight the facts. | am immensely
grateful to our Member from Uttar Pradesh, Shri Brij Lal. He spoke to tell what exactly
the mindset is.

MR. CHAIRMAN: He is a policeman.
SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: Who is he?
MR. CHAIRMAN: He is a former DGP.

SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: Better to be careful then! But, still, he spoke
total truth. ... (Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: What | meant was that DGPs have expertise on account of their
training to know the mindset.
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SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: He actually nailed the point so effectively. If we
start looking at governance only from the point of view of entitlement, and not
empowerment, you can always quote saying, Right to Food, Right to Education. It is
all right. You did it; very well. | appreciate that. How many Acts have you brought in
the name of right to something? Brij Lalji has highlighted where that empowerment
should have happened but it has happened under Modi; it did not happen earlier.
What are they? He recited from 1947 how a dalit leader went to the then Pakistan,
East and West Pakistan, and was made Law Minister. He came back and realised
that dalits don't get empowered. This whole farce can be dispelled and to dispel it,
you need a leader like Prime Minister, Modi. From 1947 till today, that approach of
empowering dalits had not happened and empowering tribals hadn't happened. | am
giving that example based on what Brij Lalji highlighted. Five of the sacred sites of Dr.
Ambedkar have been established and are flourishing under Prime Modi's time. They
could contribute to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar only in one way. They feared people who
would overshadow the 'first family', whether it was Dr.B.R. Ambedkar or former
leader Charan Singhji or Shyama Prasad Mukherjeeji. They make sure that such
leaders, like Karpuri Thakurji, whom they perceive as being a threat to the 'irst
family', are undermined. They make them lose elections. They bring them to
insignificance, and when somebody else gives them the recognition, gives them the
due honour, they cannot digest it. That is their story. | am thankful to our hon.
Member, Shri Brij Lal, to have brought that point back. Today, a woman tribal leader
from Odisha is occupying the highest position as the hon. President of India, and that
is because the hon. Prime Minister Modiji has given her the due honour. The birthday
of Birsa Mundaji, who is bhagwan for the tribals, has been declared as the day of
samman of all the tribals. Why could they not do it during their time? It is so because
they believed only in keeping them as vote bank by just giving them few crumbs on
the philosophy, "You remain there, but give me vote'. That is the story. The hon.
Prime Minister Modiji does not believe in that approach. He believes in empowering
them, honouring them and that is the similar treatment and recognition which has
been given to the Sahibzaade, the two young children of Guru Gobind Singhji, who
gave their lives to protect this country. So, the approach is to empower people and
not to keep them under your thumb because you want their votes by throwing few
crumbs. Noj; that is the approach with which they were working and when they are
asked to tell about one signature project that they had brought, they say that they had
brought Right to Education, Right to Food and everything else. But, even while doing
that, the so-called Right to Food Act, they did one thing here. Internationally, they did
things to undermine that Act here. If you gave the Right to Food here, how did you go
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to Bali in 2013 and give away the right of doing MSP-based procurement from
farmers, keeping a buffer stock and releasing it through the PDS? You gave it all
away by signing the Bali Declaration in Indonesia in 2013 and, here you come and tell
that you have given the Right to Food! From 2017, if only that Bali Declaration were to
be implemented, we would not be able to procure even one grain of rice from the
farmers today. We would not be able to have ration shops today. We could not have
given foodgrains from our buffer stock for the poor today. So, on the one side, they
come and give Right to Food here, but on the other side, on the international
platform, they go and sell away India's right to protect its farmers and protect its
poor. So, this is the hypocrisy, and, therefore, if you are going to ask me as to what
our signature contribution is, at least, we have honestly made sure that the poor get
free foodgrains; they get houses; they get water in their houses; they get electricity;
they get cooking gas. All this has been done under Prime Minister Modi.

Sir, | don't want to further take more time. There is just one important issue on
the not so glamorous side of the reforms because most of us look at the glamorous
side. There are some works which have been done, which have resulted in good
amount of money being saved. Otherwise, pilferages happen and because of the
pilferages, the Government was short of revenue. Now that we save it, we are able to
do more projects for the poor. | did say that the Expenditure Reforms Committee was
formed and as a result, the Budget cycle also was changed. As we used to present
Budget at the end of February, the State Governments, which used to present their
Budgets in the month of February, did not have the details of the Centre's Budget
and, as a result, they were presenting something and trying to re-adjust. That got

corrected because we started presenting the Budget on 1°

February. The States are
now able to get an idea of what is coming to them and plan for themselves. That is
one. Secondly, by keeping the difference of Plan and non-Plan expenditure, they
were constantly playing with the discretionary allotments, which is what the Planning
Commission earlier used to do with all the State Governments. Such distinction is not
even appropriate as non-Plan Expenditure includes maintenance of defence system,
social security, pensions, insurance and even subsidy for the poor. We have shifted
the focus to holistic allocation with bifurcation on revenue and capital expenditure.
These changes have resulted in States feeling lot more empowered to plan their
Budget. Also, Sir, Treasury Single Account is a system that we brought in, which
influences how money goes to States for their schemes 'just-in-time'. As resources
are borrowed to finance the Government's development agenda, the 'just-in-time'
release helps in saving interest cost and fostering transparency. Let me clearly say.

Treasury Single Account system, which we brought, has given an estimated savings
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of Rs. 10,000 crores and that is being used for bigger schemes and for helping the
poor. The Single Nodal System, another reform, and, glamorous, has given an
estimated savings of Rs. 10,592 crores, again all these are going for gareeb kalyan.

Sir, this is my last point. "Oh, after demonetisation, all MSMEs have got wiped
out, K.C. Venugopal ji said so". He was feeling very concerned. All of us feel
concerned about MSMEs. He said, because of that, all MSMEs were struggling and
many died. But | want to say here, Sir, as on 4" December, 2023, as per the Udyam
Registration portal, the total number of MSMEs registered in the country is 3.16
crores, including informal micro enterprises which are in the Assist platform. In early
January, as per the Udyam Registration portal, the total number of women-owned
MSMEs was 1.17 crores. So, MSMEs are getting registered even newly.

Share of MSMEs in all-India exports during the year 2022-23 was 44 per cent.
Do you think, it could happen in 2022-23 if MSMEs got wiped out post-
demonetisation? Forty-four per cent of all-India exports are happening through
MSMEs! So, they should do some more home work rather than making general
observations which are getting disproved each time data is thrown at them. Sir, let
me mention the efforts that we take. During the Covid itself, under Emergency Credit
Line Guarantee Schemes (ECLGS), Rs. 5 lakh crore were extended for businesses,
which were used by a lot of MSMEs. Let me tell you with a great sense of pride that
even as we come to the end of that period, many of them have honoured their own
loans, returned and serviced the interests, and, this guarantee is not going to be used
by most of those loans which were given. Sir, Rs. 50,000 crore equity infusion
through MSMEs Self Reliant India Fund has happened. We have done that for
MSMEs. No global tender in this country for procurement can happen up to Rs. 200
crores as they have to be reserved for MSME. No global tenders |

Similarly, we launched an online portal 'CHAMPIONS' in June, 2020 to cover
many aspects of e-governance so that they can be made easy. On the point of
inclusion, when we think of MSMEs, we think of only manufacturing but what we have
done is that we have brought in small traders on to this. As such, the retail and
wholesale traders are also now recognized as MSMEs and they can get all the
benefits. Non-tax benefits have been extended for three years in case of an upward
change in status of MSME. We rolled out the 'Raising and Accelerating MSME
Performance Scheme' with an outlay of Rs. 6,000 crores over five years. Lastly, Sir,
the Udyam Assist platform was launched in 2023 to bring informal micro enterprises
under the formal ambit to avail priority sector lending. It has also been done. So,
MSMEs can now take the money which is coming under the priority sector lending
umbrella. Lastly, | was a bit appalled...
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Madam, this is the second ‘lastly’.

SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: Did | say one °‘lastly’? | am sorry, Sir. | will
correct myself. Sir, ‘Who made Charan Singh P.M.”, was the observation made by
K.C. Venugopal ji. People make PMs. | hope the Congress Party is not living in that
thing that they make the PM, they throw the PM; they bring in the PM and they reject
the PM. No! The people have rejected the Congress. You are well aware of the
politics of that time. Indira-Congress decided to extend support to Chaudhary Charan
Singh ji, who took oath as the Prime Minister on 28" July, 1979. Within 24 days, he
resigns. Why? It was because Indira Gandhi’s Congress withdrew support.
Chaudhary Charan Singh ji said that he resigned because he was not ready to be
blackmailed into withdrawing cases against Indira Gandhi, the cases which were put
on her post-Emergency. Indira Gandhi ji wanted Charan Singh ji to withdraw certain
cases against her relating to the excesses committed during Emergency, and he
refused. While resigning, Charan Singh ji said, and | quote, “The country would not
have forgiven us if we had, for the sake of remaining in office, agreed to withdraw
prosecutions against persons responsible for atrocities during Emergency.” That is
the honour with which that person left from there. Chaudhray Charan Singh ji had to
leave because he did not think he should yield to that blackmailing. So, it was the
Congress Party which brought down Chaudhray Charan Singh ji in 1979. Good that
K.C. Venugopal ji brought that up. It is alright for them to now say, ‘It is alright you go
away !’ to his grandson. But the fact remains that they had no respect for Chaudhary
Charan Singh ji. This is the way they blackmailed. An honourable man that he was, he
said, “No, | am not falling into this”. And he went away. Similarly, today, | am grateful

that our Government has honoured P.V. Narasimha Rao ji. Many things can be said.
1991 reforms, if he was not the Prime Minister at that time, even an economist, Dr.
Manmohan Singh, could not have performed what he did as a Government. The
Congress Party did not even have the gratefulness to recognise him even after his
death. The pictures, the video of the Party’s headquarters office gate closing, even as
his corpse was going, will bring tears to anybody’s eyes. A person sacrifices and
serves a party, but because of prejudice, you ignored him even after his death. That is
the gratefulness this party has shown! And | don’t need to say that it is the party
whose Prime Ministers gave themselves the Bharat Ratna. Nehru ji, Indira ji, all gave
themselves the Bharat Ratna. They didn’t bother about others, and they, certainly,
didn’t bother about Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, who they constantly kept defeating in

political fields. They didn’t give the Bharat Ratna to him. Therefore, Sir, this party
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should not shed crocodile tears or, should not say, for the records sake, “We
welcome Bharat Ratna being given to P.V. Narasimha Rao ji, to Chaudhary Charan
Singh ji and so on. They have proven when they were alive how torturous their lives
were, how they tortured them. All that is very clear, and it will go on the records of
the Parliament as to how, when they were alive, they tortured them, insulted them,
and now, when a different party, when Prime Minister Modi, gives them Bharat
Ratna, they are not even able to gulp the fact. Thank you very much.
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2 AU : A1 SR, 37 b1 o AR fTU 31ict T 1 Vel &1 H 310 3R
T < AR ATE g1 WY 3MTeRY § &1, UH Ul A &, Gf¥ehdl 81 Sfial 1 quf
HGTd & 1T W& Dl URIST ST &9 H @ §Y, ET 31R 3M8d 79 4 H 39 aHed
T T Ueh fAwy AT §1 I8 W+ qN 9% &1 Ui 81 9 T H Sil 41 TR0l &Il
g, IAD] [0 BIdT &, 3G BIAT 8, AN & AT H YH~dT 8Icil & 3R AR BT 7
gl 41 BIAT 51 SATERT & Ui, Ichy SR & &1, fHAr 3R TRIg & BFadR]
R & gd g #AT ER) aRo1 (8 Bl R d1 Haled ARSI "WR e
A1, WWII® w9 9 99 & oy ta Scad &1 Qv g1 @nfey on 9l ar
HEIFHTal B! a1, T8 W) T Ioqd DI fAwy 811 <1(Y ATI 7 T Dl 84 < Fabdl
g, 1 I8 ®T Fad © [P H1 3211 H I8 A IS A S aredi g o oot fa -
H 9gd A AN A 31 Grord A f5A1 81 39 FET DI TRAT BT ATE 81 iR AT 59
3T UR fARTSTHIA 14T, 31157 AR {7y gEaRit R8Tl H AIFaR <Ieldl § (b 59 9a+ &l
BR UG MR & 59 HBTH FYd B! Sl R e (AT T, 9 WR T4 A5GH R 6
I Ul Bl, ITh [Rad JRIY TR A+ H B FHY Q1 WT4Ifdeh AT| e =R
8 Tl aRaR de AT 21 &1 =e’t =R ({98 o+ 99 URAR da |l Hifid 8]
g, d W I F JI 59 I8 &I IoT 3R Sl ARV A AR A9 99 7 @1, 98
STYITIRI AT, GHAASTTD AT, YrSTaTID AT, BART TRHAT & UL o1l $& AN Bl
3ITERYT ST BICT AT {6 # THAR &1 -1 #X 99 § &g (9K 371 iR 7Y 79 H§ Th
R qRT ug @ BT AT L. (FAYH).... § 9T §, YD G BN b AR
..(TAG)... 721, AT 8T ... (Fag™)... A S, @il ... (FFEH)... B2
Sit, § Afafea T21 g1 H Siae 5 ST 4, 39 4319 &g IR el 9o & 3iR 3f9a! 8%
ISTad 91 Bl H <xaT g1 R g1 9am 11 foh H 59 Ug R Yeri T8 §, § 39
UG IR e Yg' by virtue of being the Vice-President of the country; | am ex officio
Chairman, S & &1 aofg I H I8l gl H HE bl g b A Siia- H ggd Hicd Tel
31Q &1 HT 37U STaTT 9 DI W1 &, AN F FegYfT &1 8, IR 317 &I e, S

79



