GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF FISHERIES, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND DAIRYING
DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES

RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION No.*17
TO BE ANSWERED ON 24™ JULY, 2024

Compensation to Fishermen

*17. SHRI BEEDHA MASTHAN RAO YADAV:
Will the Minister of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying be pleased to state:

(a) the details of all ongoing fishery disputes between Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu;

(b) whether Government has taken any steps for resolving these disputes in a smooth and timely
manner,

(c) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor;

(d) whether Government has provided any compensation to the fishermen who have suffered loss
of livelihood as a result of these disputes; and

(e) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF FISHERIES, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND DAIRYING
(SHRI RAJIV RANJAN SINGH ALIAS LALAN SINGH)

(a) to (e): A Statement is placed on the Table of the House.
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Statement referred to in reply to the Rajya Sabha Starred Question No. 17 regarding
“Compensation to Fishermen” put in by Shri Beedha Masthan Rao Yadav, Hon’bleMember of
Parliament, for answer on 24" July, 2024

(a) to (c):It was informed by Government of Andhra Pradesh during the 11"meeting of the Standing
Committee of the Southern Zonal Council held in Chennai on 27"'September, 2019, that unauthorized
entry and illicit fishing is done by Tamil Nadu fishing boats in the territorial waters of Andhra
Pradesh, which is causing fishing disputes between Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.Subsequently,
the deliberations on this matter were held during the 12! meeting of the Standing Committee of the
Southern Zonal Council on 28" May, 2022 and the 30" meeting of the Southern Zonal Council held
on 3" September, 2022.The Inter-State Council Secretariat, Ministry of Home Affairs (ISCS, MHA)
advisedthe Department of Fisheries, Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying,
Government of India (DoF, M/oFAH&D, Gol) to constitute a Regional Fisheries Management
Council to address the inter-state fishing related issues.

The DoF, M/o FAH&D, Government of India vide its Order dated 29" March, 2023 has
constitutedthree Regional Fisheries Management Councils(RFMCs), namely Western, Eastern and
Southern RFMCto address the inter-state fishing disputes. TheseRFMCsare Co-Chairedby the Joint
Secretary (Marine Fisheries),DoF, M/oFAH&D, Gol and the Secretary, in-charge of Department of
Fisheries, concerned CoastalStates/UTs on annual rotation basis. A representative from Indian Coast

Guard is also one of the member of the each of the three RFMCs.

The Governments of Coastal States under three RFMCs, were requested by DoF, M/o FAH&D, Gol,
to inform about any inter-state fishing disputes before scheduling the first joint meeting of the three
Regional Fisheries Management Council (RFMCs). Subsequently, the first joint meeting of three
RFMCswas held on 19" August, 2023,wherein, the Government of Andhra Pradesh informed about
the un-authorized entry and illicit fishing even during the fishing ban period byTamil Nadufishing
boats in the territorial waters of the State of Andhra Pradesh and that clashes occurred between
fishermen of Tamil Nadu and local fishermen. It was also informed that the matter was raised with

the Government of Tamil Nadu at the Secretariat level for resolution.

Subsequentto the first Joint RFMC meeting, Government of Andhra Pradesh in its letter dated 23"
August, 2023 requested Government of Tamil Nadu to communicate the date and time to conduct a
joint meeting to resolve the issue. The Government of Tamil Nadu has issued an Order dated 31%
January, 2024 to constitute a district level committee with theDistrict Collectors and other officers
from Thiruvallur, Chennai, Chengalpattu of Tamil Nadu and SPSR Nellore, Prakasam and Tirupati
districts of Andhra Pradesh to sensitize the fishermen and sort out the fishing disputes between the
fishermen of both the States.
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The DoF, M/o FAH&D, Golhas approved a project with total outlay of Rs. 364.0 Crores under the
Pradhan MantriMatsyaSampadaYojana (PMMSY) for the National Rollout of Vessel
Communication and Support Systemincluding installation of transponders on 1,00,000 fishing
vessels in all coastal States and Union Territories. The transpondersare beingfittedin the fishing
vessels with 100% government assistance. The transponders have geo-fencing features to give alerts
to the fishermenupon approaching to or crossing over the authorized areas of fishing under the

jurisdiction of the concerned coastal state/UT to prevent cross border or unauthorized fishing.

(d) and (e): The DoF, M/o FAH&D, Gol, is taking several steps under the PMMSY towards providing
financial assistance,which includes livelihood and nutritional support for socio-economically
backward fishers, and also Group Accident Insurance Scheme coverage. Under the PMMSY,
financial assistance is also providedfor procurement of boats for better catch, nets, communication
and tracking devices, safety Kits to ensure safety of fishermen while at sea. To improve the value
realization to fishers, financial support is provided under PMMSY for development of post-harvest
and cold chain facilities, fish transport, fisheries infrastructure, fish market, value added enterprise
units and such other activities. Besides, for conservation and sustainable development of fish
resources governmental support is provided under PMMSY for installation of artificial reefs, sea-
ranching etc.
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SHRI BEEDHA MASTHAN RAO YADAV: Sir, thank you for giving me this opportunity.
The Central Water Commission recommended opening up of the sea mouth near
Rayadoruvu village of Andhra Pradesh. Can the Minister elaborate on whether these
recommendations have been implemented? And if so, what are the details ? Are there
any specific legal or policy frameworks in place to address inter-State fishery
disputes? If so, have these mechanisms been utilised in the case of Andhra Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu? And what have been the outcomes? Despite an easy solution of
dredging the side of Pulicat Lake of Andhra Pradesh, why has the Government not
worked on the solution? Does the hon. Minister have any timeline for the completion
of dredging works? Sir, for your kind information, | accompanied the former Fisheries
Minister, Shri Purushottam Rupala, along with the Joint Secretary three months ago
just before the elections. He personally spoke to the fishermen of both the States and
he promised them that the dispute will be resolved immediately and justice will be
done. The only problem is the necessary funding to dredging the Pulicat Lake. The
Government of India recommended 50:50 sharing of funds. Since it is an inter-State
project, let the Government of India take up the project fully and do justice to the
fishermen of both the States.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Second supplementary. Shri Beedha Masthan Rao Yadav.
SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, the answer.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Jairam, | will plead with you. Listen to the answer.

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, the answer.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Let me judge it. | am here to judge it. If there will be no answer, you
have a mechanism. Avail it. Every time, don't intervene. It is not a good habit.

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, | have a right to...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please. If you have a right, go according to the rules. You have no
right the way you are doing it. Sitting in your chair and intervening every time is
inappropriate. ...(Interruptions)... No. |don't. ...(Interruptions)... Nothing will go
on record. ...(/m‘errupf/ons)... Second supplementary. ...(/m‘errupz‘/ons)... Nothing
will go on record. ...(/nz‘errupt/ons)... Soul-search and reflect. Only then will you try
to understand what | am saying. Second supplementary.
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SHRI BEEDHA MASTHAN RAO YADAV: Sir, during the visit of the former Minister,
Shri Purushottam Rupala, to these two States, he promised that he would talk to both
the Chief Ministers of the respective States and find a solution. But so far, nothing
happened. Sir, please let the Minister explain about it.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister.

AR, TYATeA R ST #4301 (31 oia o1 Rz 9% deq [g): qwmfa
HEIGY, A Faw 7 Y U el 3R I & &< AHT &1 S fad1g 5, S9é
IR H U BT 5l A IS & AYIAN HH I @l S 5, HHI dHTg B
PN 37 T BT qTS%! H AT S &, I8 fdd1e 98¢ U8l A =l I8 8, 2019 3 =l
8T 81 Ugdl SiIFol ool WWW@ - Southern Zonal Committee. 39 BT &
3fex 39 faral U= == gl oY 3iR ST FRTHRT BIaT AT, A+ |41 Iy emfiet
TEd | SHDI Ps 956 gs; 27 RIGeR, 2019 Bl gs; R 28 7, 2022 BT §8; Y 3
RIEER, 2022 B g5l SHP d1& T8 HATAT & UMY U Udh Regional Fisheries
Management Committee T U1 §31T1 29 HT, 2023 BT SHHT FHIIT F1AT 3R IAD
dIq Regional Fisheries Management Committee BT A9 ST H dreT 1771 S A
ST & ]%TQ Western, Eastern IR Southern, a9 RFMC wfafear amrré 1T§ gl sﬂ%ﬁ
- T dgel IR I, ST AR 9e 7 Bl b I b WR R 4 -
ARIATg 3T 371 Yo Bl WRBRI & dra Wi 59 [0y IR == 81 X8l &1 Al I Bl
TRBR 7 ARG DI ARBR P [T R ARG DI ARBR b M99 3R 39 G141
B FEANT W By NIl H Horded B SEerdT H GHI Todi & SEHINAT bl AfAfT
11 3R I AT H 77 IR faarei iR 9= 81 &1 7, I8 9 B

ISP JAATET AT 1 ARG (BRI d9ed U 2, T 319 H31ed Bl a-vb o
giaie) d foral fBfRET @1 ot gfaer <1 18 81 SRT 81 BIs APIART U T B
IS Bl I DR B, 98 RTTel <l 21 Wifh1 IHb grac( W fdare & 3k 59
faare &1 frRTHRT Regional Fisheries Management Committee P W R far <1 <=
gl

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri P. Wilson; third supplementary.

SHRI P. WILSON: Sir, you would have seen that there is periodical firing and securing
of the Tamil fishermen even when they undertake fishing within the territorial waters of
India. In fact, on July 11", about 22 Tamil fishermen were arrested; on 19" June, four
Tamil fishermen were arrested. The Sri Lankan Navy claims that 200 Indian fishermen
were arrested and imprisoned, and about 27 trawlers were seized. One report says
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that 15 Tamil fishermen are still languishing in jail and 162 fishing boats are still under
the control of Sri Lankan Navy. My question is: What steps are you taking in respect
of Sri Lanka? Are you taking any steps to get them released immediately or taking any
steps to negotiate and give legal advice? In fact, three fishermen were even
sentenced to jail. They have to undergo trial and are still languishing in jail. Please
explain that to this House. Our Chief Minister, Mr. M.K. Stalin, has written several
letters, every now and then, bringing to your notice periodical firing and securing of
the Indian Tamil fishermen and keeping them in jail for long period. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Member, the question relates to compensation to fishermen
but the hon. Minister may address this issue if he likes.

#ft Wola o R 9% doq Rig: 99t Aeiey, AT 9 | Sl aaTel Sordt
g, VA1 &3 IR BT 81 TAR APAR sficidl o W1 § el od & 3R sfeidr &
I@Gﬁwwlﬁﬂﬁeﬁ%, i ERl faqlcil'tl?Q_CEjoint working group %, e
AW A Sedl & A1 IIadid HRG S TARIRI BT FHEM F9I-97 W BIdl
gl g1 I Je IR 4T joint working committee WWWWI IEENEPIGD]
& I T IR joint working committees %, groups %, S g9 PR g1 WX AT BT
& Bl AR ISR Sl a1l 6T ¥ &, Sd! joint working committee 0 SR
qife o |

MR. CHAIRMAN: Fourth supplementary; Shrimati Sulata Deo.

SHRIMATI SULATA DEO: Thank you so much, Sir.

TR, H ST B belong BT §1 AR ST BT 430 fheAHIER =T coastal
line &1 31T TPSIRT P TR § SN G b1 ST & &, H MU AEGH I A-1G JA1 Sff A
8 ST ATe g o6 S 'Haral A0 HusT Ao W gidiey o & forg, 1
ARI CIAUISY I eI 8, Al ST B coastal line H e~ TGIMRT & vessels H
dg tracking device RUIBECIRERI %\r IR H@Cﬂﬁ & Q@ fohd traditional vessels %,
fSd upgradation & forv foha=r U1 firem 872 ¥R, § 9% A1IH | 39T to the
point answer AT H3T A ST AT8! §1 b F| STF ST |

it Iolg IoH fig S% doq Rye: Ay 99y A8ey, AT 9ewT J 984
3BT WaTl Y8BT & A TG &b &3 ¥ ATGRONY Je HA1 Sl &l ARBR - fUwel
10 99T § S SUAS BRI Bl 3R AT AT 7 '9e= 93 9o FH T rof=T

PI 91 HE BT 8, I9T SIS &b & | Bhifd oIl BT B fhaT 81 F8iey, 3R §
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TS, AT 1950-51 F B 2013 & T TP 37 S BT Sl A SIS 2T, I8 ITHT
61.36 TG T AT 3R 2014 | IHR 2023 TP TART A 3G 121.12 ARG €9 &
AT 8, ST 9T SR P SRTER 21 I8 T HAT A5 Al il & "ed drell AXbR B
ERT AR TG DI HY & F1YJ S dTel! HifThRT Bad BT el gk § & e
&9 34 g UM R Ac SeTG &R I8 B

JYTIfT AEISY, 3T 89 faqall & 63 89IR dRIS UV & HSell BT ATAT
TIAUIC PR I8 &1 ST AR IATe P &3 H f49g § BHART GART I &1 A1
ST 7 NS & IR H Udh ol I W transponder, signaling system CARSIEIR
PI B, ITPBI SAD! SN ST BRTs ST fob NS | U fha transponder
2l

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Saket Gokhale, fifth supplementary.

SHRI SAKET GOKHALE: Thank you, Sir. This question pertains very specifically to
the subject of compensation for traditional farmers.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes.

S Ahd TGl IR, IBI+ SR IR HYHRT GIST rel, olfdhT 31T FHI G Iebel
1319 &, IR, BIg a1 81|

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Saket, please confine to your supplementary, you would get a
good answer.

SHRI SAKET GOKHALE: You would not even let me finish, Sir. ¥X, 34 ‘j@ fae
21 9Tel < &

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no. You talked of 'Kashmiri Pandits'. Please.

SHRI SAKET GOKHALE: Anyway, my question is this. | will introduce it in two
sentences. In 2019, the United States banned imports of wild-caught shrimp from
India. This ban has been in place for the last five years now. Due to this, the
fishermen across the coastal areas, especially, of Southern and Eastern India, are
forced to sell their wild-caught shrimp to other countries at much lower prices. So,
my question is: "What steps is the Ministry taking to compensate fishermen who have
been affected by the five year long shrimp ban that has been imposed by the United
States?" Thank you, Sir.
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MR. CHAIRMAN?: It is a very unique concept of compensation. Hon. Minister may
respond.

#t o o1 Rie S deq RiE: R, 991 9a 1 1370 & IR § S areT B
& qam 91EdT g b ST 89 Sl e &1 UaIc ) I8 8, 994 dfeaad T e
30 1 8 3R By o TR €1 §9R URIUIC 1 91 W&l §, olfd g4 dcg
vfeerd By &1 fagel H vardie &, 39d {10 89 ol BRaTg B <2 B

fHeRAT & JTHIR B Sl A1 S8 el 8, SH Gae H H gg g1 A18dl §
o "meme w2 Ao et Ao | 3 S fheRA & A1 it 89 @ e B
PEd B, S hIRAT IT b3 B & 7T wem= 5301 Sft 7 'fhar e are’ ot
IS Y% B 8 3R §0d (7Y fHATT P TTTHT 4,26,134 UAB T iyl §U a1
b 17 2477.95 RIS BUY RAS [ ST g 21 3 e aiRfRIfT # St geem
gict off, S foru srexoiiy yem w30 St =1 fh oA+ &l §197 Hax | At Siiew &1
fopar 21 3mexoNY we H3 g AT Sff & gRT I S IR HM fhy MU 8, S BT
I YR g T 31T BART A8 SUTEH §¢ X8 2

MR. CHAIRMAN: Q.No. 18, Dr. Sikander Kumar, first supplementary.
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