GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH RESEARCH
RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 81
TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 30™ JULY, 2024
APEX COMMITTEE ON ACUPUNCTURE
81 SHRIABDUL WAHAB:
Will the Minister of Health and Family Welfare be pleased to state:

(a) the actions taken by Government to recognise acupuncture as a system of health
therapy;

(b) whether Government has constituted any apex committee for the purpose and
promotion of acupuncture;

(c) if so, the details of recommendations and guidelines by the apex committee;

(d) the actions being taken by Government on the recommendation and guidelines of the
committee;

(e) whether Government is considering to form any national level council for acupuncture;
and

(f) whether the Ministry has held any discussion with Ministry of Ayush to include

acupuncture under Ayush?

ANSWER
THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE
(SHRI JAGAT PRAKASH NADDA)

(a) to (f) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 81 * FOR 30™ JULY, 2024
(a) Based on the recommendations of the Standing Committee of Experts, practice of
Acupuncture was qualified as a ‘'mode of therapy'.
Thereafter, an Inter-Departmental Committee (IDC), constituted by the Department of
Health Research, had recommended in 2018 that Acupuncture can be accepted as an
independent system of healthcare for the indications for which there is evidence and

expertise exists for teaching, training and certification.

(b) & (c¢) After consideration of IDC report, ‘Apex Committee on Acupuncture’ (ACA) was
constituted for the purpose of promotion and regulation of Acupuncture as a system of
healthcare / therapy. The recommendations and the guidelines of the ACA include
proposed course curricula for certificate, degree and diploma courses in acupuncture;
proposed template for rules and regulations for regulating the system, and suggestions for
reimbursement for acupuncture treatment. The Committee has further recommended that in
order to implement the guidelines, the Government of India may take appropriate decision
about establishing an appropriate regulatory mechanism so as to ensure a conducive
environment and system for promotion and regulation of practice of acupuncture as a

system of healthcare and therapy in the country.
(d) to (f) The recommendations of Apex Committee on Acupuncture for establishing an
appropriate regulatory mechanism are under active consideration of the Government. In

this regard, a comprehensive consultation, involving multiple departments, including

Ministry of AYUSH, has been completed.
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30 IS, 2024 P SR ¢ 8, I THT HT dRIfdbd U TSAT 81 & HFT
@) F @) & IR | Yehfa faaro|

(@) faRivsl ! wrl 9ffa & R & SiUR |, Tetaer & 3™
&I TRIfhdE TR & T AT & U | IR grr 7147 7|

T YT, TG ST faUTT gRT 1fdd SfeR-fauriia affif (srsara A
a9 2018 & gg R &1 ot foh TRqdaeRr &1 39 dAdbal o AT WA
SO P T aad YUMTel! o U H WIHR fordl S Hahdl g, o g
16T & 3R fRreror, ufRreror 3R gHUE & oy faRsrar Aieg g

(@) Td (1): eSS oI RAE | faaR &3 & U=, Wred d4a/fafean
JUTR &1 T YUNel & U H TRUFR & JaR R faf a9 & 3529 @
THUdR IR Y Afifa (@) &1 76+ fovan Tar o1 | T & Ry
3R fezm-Fd=n & TegdaRR # gAmor-ud, f&3t $iR fSwim ureasdt & fog
TRATfad UTedehH; Uumet & fafafia @ & fore faet ik fafaet &
fore RaTfad ¢mele, SR TagUaer SUOR & forg wfagfd & forw ggma off
A § | i 3 o Ry &t ¢ fob fa=n-Fd=i & arp e & fog,
YRd RHR TH I9Gad HaHS o RIMUT B & aR | Irad Hufg d
bl § i X H W JaT 3R Rfedr TR &1 T Yuielt & =0 |
THUFR & 3N & JaR 3R fafams & fau srea aameRor 8k
JUITet GiATEd i ol Gb |

@) ¥ [@): TRUeR R MY I H eIl R RAR Aied U I
faR &R W g, T TP Iugad faams® dF RITUT foean o 9 | 39
Tay H Mgy HATT Aied Hs [AHUTT &I Ah T AHh WRHER R &1
EEald

*k*k

51



SHRI ABDUL WAHAB: Medical Council of India is the regulatory body for doctors.
Similarly, is there any proposal with the Government to frame a regulator under any
law as far as acupuncture is concerned ?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister.

S} STTA UhT9T A€l : HEIgd, I8 U9 Acupuncture B A8 BT RBIATSST BT &6 IR
) %I Yz X D[R P active consideration | %\r IR ARBR A sﬂﬁ Standing Committee of
Experts for Practice of Acupuncture was qualified as a 'Mode of Therapy' @1 Rﬂ?ﬁf
THR  Sx feurcHed HHCT 9915 IR 99 BHCT H g R¥d, gt U Hhidel
TABIR, YV FEUTCHE, 7 §d AN - IAH deliberate fHAT 3R deliberate B &
97g 2018 | acupuncture BT Q_CF@T fpdT as an independent system of healthcare,
indications for which there is evidence and expertise exists IR ?RT%I'Q ?RTcFﬁ é:ﬁ%PT,
2 3R Ffefhape™ g1 a1y, U ReGHSIM 3| I8 IDC &Y RUIE & 918 'Apex
Committee on Acupuncture' Eb—ﬁﬁ?_{d Pl Tl’a‘ for the promotion and regulation AR
W[elR & HIY-ATY I8 B M1, IADI examinations BT, DIAST B AT -1
o e &1 a1 o1 81, St &1 71 BN 81T, RIT ISP SFele 8, T el
TS WOl 811, 39 IR I8 GhaTSC HRAT R fhdT 81 31l § A eI &l
Teh &1 91 I LT o1 AT8dl §, Sl $78i- 929 H YBT & [ $H®] appropriate
regulatory mechanism develop fopar NI ST srsH dzl MCI - Medical Council of

India &, DCI- Dental Council of India &, ST TXIdh 3TYdE H I 37U 3MYda b
BISNI &, Il 3D IR H 9 I Pel &l § A1 TSR Bl Ig AR 1
dladl _§’ b QHH' SIEGIN Inter-Departmental discussions %, q complete gl TI_Q; g and
the Government is deliberating on it.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Second Supplementary; Shri Abdul Wahab.

SHRI ABDUL WAHAB: | think, they have some needles in their hands. A lot of fake
acupuncturists are there in the country. Do you have any plans to weed out these
fake doctors ?

SHRI JAGAT PRAKASH NADDA: We are working fast on it. Very soon, we will come
with a regulatory system and after that regulatory system, we are going to see to it

foras urg feilY 8 3R foha a¥ip & a8 fded &x Tha 2

ot FUTUfe: e AeR 82; IR laCT\’FI; not present. Any supplementaries?
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*Q. No. 82. [The questioner was absent. |
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